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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAI_ APPEARANCE

A The Magnolia Hotel, as originally designed, was a two-
and-one-~-half story, frame building measuring fifty-four feet on
each side. The plastered exterior walls were recessed seven
feet on all sides to form a surrounding two-story gallery with
simple railing and posts. N The principal elevation, including
a gable end with kicked eaves, clapboard covering, and three
openings, originally faced south onto the Gulf of Mexico. Among
the five floor-length openings on each floor of this elevation,
the central front door was distinguished by its greater width
and its flanking paneled pilasters, sidelights, and rectangular
transom. The rear (north) elevation matched that of the front
but also included a pair of external stairs leading up from the
central bay. The central bay of the five on each side elevation
was left blank, but the others contained floor-length openings.
Such openings on all elevations weré originally closed by doubled
leaf batten doors.

\ On the interior, a hall ran through the center on both
floors from front to back. It was flanked on the first floor by,
paired rooms and on the second floor by six rooms on each side,
all with at least one opening to the gallery.» The original chimr
ney was located between the western rooms and was equipped with
two fireplaces. The walls and ceilings on the first floor and
the exterior walls on the second floor were finished with mud
and plaster over brick fill or laths. The partition walls and
| the second floor were composed of . beaded, vertical boards and

'l the ‘ceilings there were left with the beaded joists exposed.
' Alterations to the original structure have included:

1848-1890: top floor changed to accommodate guests, in-
(‘cludlng repla01ng the central opening in. each. gable with two
'doors opening to a balcony, sealing of the interior with matched
horizontal boarding, adding two dormers to each slope of the
roof, and adding an external boxed-in stair on the north gallery
leading to the top floor;

second chimney added with openings to the hall qf&*the
eastern rooms on the first floor; VT\ ,

I

adjoining dining room and kitchen added, eltner lmcoth;hﬁz

porating or replacing the 1847 kitchen;
coffeehouse or barroom located on the beach déétro&éd}
1890-1940: exterior batten doors replaced by doublgr

leaf doors with louvers over panels, louvers later replaced By

panes of glass;

shed roof placed over each gable balcony; ceilings in
some second-floor rooms boarded over;
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The Magnolia Hotel is the old %t hotel known to survive
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Empldying regional construction
techniques, the structurglis‘qee of only a few remaining exam-
ples of a regional hotel type.® The building and its history
illustrate the close social and economic ties between the Mis-
sissippi Coast and New Orleans and document the historic impor-
tance of the tourist industry to the area.

The hofel was constructed in 1847 for a German immi-
grant, John Hgﬁg, who had operated a coffee ho¥se or barroom in
New Orleans. ' The contractor, Charles H. Kaufpan of Biloxi, and
Hohn were part of a large German population in Biloxi which,
along with the French and other nationalities, has contributed
to the international flavor still present in the area. Kaufman
followed the "brick-between-posts" construction employed by the
French on the Gulf Coast since the early eighteenth century.
His design included the recessed two-story gallery to which all
rooms opened, a design which was standard for contemporary
hotels on the Gulf Coast.

After Hohn's death on April 4, 1848, his wife Eliza@éth
operated the hotel, accommodating the annual summer influx bf
guests who came primarily from New Orleans to more than double
the population of Biloxi.w By 1854, Biloxi was the most popular
resort on the coast with an estimated 6,000 annual visitors.
Increasing sectional pride before the Civil War was partly re-
sponsible for the growing patronage of Southern resorts. In
the 1880s, the hotel began to receive winter guests from the
North as the Mississippi Coast acquired its present status as
a year-around resort. The hotel continued to operate in both
seasons under the management of descendants of John Hohn until
shortly after the Second World War when it closed. The struc-
ture was acquired as part of urban renewal following the 1969
Hurricane Camille. The City of Biloxi purchased the hotel on
March 16, 1972.




Wilson, Samuel, Jr. "Gulf Coast Architecture." 1In Spain and hern

Rivals on the Gulf Coast, edited by Ernest F. Dibble and

Earle W. Newton, pp. 27-126. Pensacola, Florida: Hlstorlc
Pensacola Preservation Board, 1971.

Jones, Ruth Irene. "Ante-Bellum Waterlng Places of the Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast." Journal of Mississippi History 18
(1956) : 268-301. T

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUD OORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE ! a LONGI{TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o » ” [o] ’ ” 300 23: 40- 880 531 21"
NE ° ’ ” ° v " s
e =) : R . i
SE" o , " o & , " . Pt L R
SW o [ » o ’ ”
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Jagsg than OI'Le N T
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATELBR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: copE [counTy T~ o L tLeT T . CODE
Ve AT I I 2
S —r P TaY S
STATE: CODE | counTys ., .. Y, W& - CODE
R IR +
: )
: e

STATE: CODE | COUNTY AR CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: %

NAME AND TITLE

Ronald W. Miller, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE
Mississippi Department of Archives and History Nov.'10, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

Post Office Box 571 e S

CITY' OR TOWN: STATE CODE

J ckeo ”‘%'f”‘ L R MlSSlSSlppl 39205 _ 28

o S0 e wmall e e
1

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-~ ~

txonal H1stor1c Preservatmn Act of 1966 (Publxc Law I hereby certify that this property is mcluded in the

89 665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion || ‘National Register. " A

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordmg to the crlterla and procedures set J//Ué/_1 /IZC(,I

t k S e ’1h ended N
forth by the Na 10nal Par ervm e récomm Chief, Office of Archeology and st;[o ic Preservation

level of sxgmfxcance of this nomination is:

National State Local X]} .
2/4/7:

ATTEST:
R. A. McLemore

A

title Director, Miss. Department
of Archives and History

Kee\].')?r y’The National Register}

pate NOvVember 10, 1972 Date t§< 8L{i?f3

GP 0O 901.087

138

SNOI11LONYy1LSNI



¢

Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR staTe
Uuly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mississippi

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |coUunNTY

Harrison
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. . sh ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet) Ak o4 9

(Number all entries)

7.
1890-1900: boxed in stair replaced by interior stair lead-
ing from second-floor north gallery to top floor;

1920-1940: east stair on north gallery moved to the west
gallery;

bathroom, lavatories, partition, and kitchen added on
second floor;

1969 : destruction by HurricaneCamille of adjoining dining
room and kitchen and of parts of the hotel including all mantel-

pieces, back doorway, most of front doorway, some of the gallery

posts and joists, and most of the first-floor flooring;

é?éé: hotel moved to higher ground on its original lot
about 100/ yards back from its original position and reoriented to
face east, rather than south toward the beach.

The building is presently undergoing repair for use as a
visitor information center. The repairs include replacement of
missing beaded gallery joists with new unbeaded joists composed of
two members each, replacement of the missing rear doorway with a
somewhat similar, though later, doorway and replacement of the ex-
terior first-floor plaster with wire-mesh-bonded concrete stucco
which, to prevent cracking, has been applied thicker than the
original, resulting, in the stucco surface being flush with the
exterior wood trim, obscuring the molding on the top of the base-
boards.
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