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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built to the street, Texada Tavern, located on the northwest corner of the intersection of 
Wall and Washington streets in Natchez, faces east and is a two-and-a-half story brick 
dwelling with a steeply pitched roof hipped on all but the northern elevation, which is 
gabled. The wood-shingled roof is pierced by four interior brick chimneys and three pairs 
of finely detailed gabled dormers adorned with fluted pilasters and dentiled cornices. On 
the southern and eastern street elevations, the brick is laid in Flemish bond, while the 
northern elevation is laid in common bond and the western elevation is stuccoed. The facade 
is divided into six bays, with the entrance frontispiece occupying the southernmost of the 
two central bays. The Federal frontispiece, which consists of double-leaf molded six-panel 
doors set within a richly detailed semicircular fanlight supported by fluted pilasters with 
molded capitals and bases, was originally the doorway of Burling Hill, a Natchez Federal 
house demolished in the 1960s. Documentation suggests that the doorway may be the work of 
the important early Natchez architect Levi Weeks (1776-1819) or his shop (Interview, Mary 
E. McCahon with Mrs. George Moss, owner, January 8, 1979). All windows of the house contain 
six-over-six double-hung sash and are closed by solid and louvered shutters. A molded 
dentiled boxed cornice adorns all elevations of the building. The rear, or western eleva­ 
tion, is fronted with a double-tiered gallery, supported on the first-floor level by brick 
piers and on the second-floor level by turned wooden columns with molded capitals and bases. 
The turned columns are joined by rectangular-sectioned balusters and a molded handrail. A 
wooden exterior staircase, which runs in a single straight flight, connects the upper and 
lower galleries. Bathrooms have been sympathetically accommodated by enclosing the gallery 
ends with louvered blinds. The rear doorways of the house, of which those on the second 
floor are original, are composed of double-leaf doors set within transoms and sidelights 
set over simply molded panels.

The interior design of the house is basically a double-pile central-hall plan. The rooms 
of the first floor have ceilings of exposed beaded beams and beaded boards. Most of the 
woodwork of the first floor is not original, but the period Federal mantelpieces purchased 
for the house are exceptionally fine. Doors have six molded panels and architrave trim 
corresponding to that which surrounds the windows. All rooms except the kitchen have 
molded chair railing and beaded bases. The stair, entered from the front hall, winding to 
a second-floor stair hall, and continuing in another series of winders to the third floor, 
features rectangular-sectioned balusters, molded handrail, and a chamfered rectangular newel, 
The trim on the second story, originally the principal floor of the house, is primarily 
original and consists of molded bases with single fascia, dentil and molded cornices, 
molded chair railing, and architrave door and window trim that have double fasciae. The 
third story retains some of its original paint, and the walls are constructed of matched 
beaded boards. The rooms feature molded wooden cornices, molded chair rails, and 
architrave door and window trim. Also included in the nominated property is a two-story 
stuccoed brick dependency located in the northwestern corner of the enclosed brick-paved 
courtyard at the rear of the main house.
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Texada Tavern, built 1798-1805, is believed to be the first brick building constructed in 
Natchez and is one of the oldest extant structures in the town (Natchez Daily Courier, 
Mar. 7, 1856, p. 2). The building gains further significance as formerly the property of 
prominent nineteenth-century Natchezians Manuel Garcia de Texada and Edward Turner (Ibid.).

The construction of the first building on the site of Texada Tavern probably began between 
1793, when the lot was granted by the Spanish government to Michael Solibellas (Adams 
Co., Miss. American State Papers, Land Claims, Vol. 1:795), and 1798, when the property was 
sold at public auction and described as containing a house fifty feet long and thirty feet 
wide, including galleries (Adams Co., Court Records, McBee Collections, Vol. 11:348). 
Manuel Texada acquired the property in 1798 for $1,000 (Deed Book D:181),but in the city 
tax assessments for 1805, the house, described as being a "large brick dwelling" measuring 
sixty feet by forty feet (the measurements of the present structure), was valued at $12,000 
(Samuel Wilson, Jr., ed., "City of Natchez, Assessments in Conformity of an Ordinance of 
the 17th July 1805," [New Orleans: Samuel Wilson, Jr., 197 4, machine copy], n.p.). Since 
construction evidence indicates that the house was built in at least two major stages 
(Statement of Samuel Wilson, Jr., Koch and Wilson, 1100 Jackson Ave., New Orleans, La.), 
Texada may have remodeled and enlarged the Solibellas house, although there is no documentary 
evidence that the Solibellas house was of brick.

Don Manuel Garcia de Texada was born in Castile, Spain (Margaret A. Moss, photocopy of 
information identified as being contained in Texas Abstracts)» and arrived in the Natchez 
area about 1781 (Amanda W. Geisenberger, "Texada Tavern," photocopy of typescript of history 
of Texada Tavern, n.d.). Texada was a lawyer, planter, and tavern keeper, who, by the time 
of his death in 1817, had bought and sold several plantations and had accumulated a 
considerable estate (Edith Wyatt Moore, typescript of article published in The Natchez 
Democrat, July 10, 1932).

An advertisement for a"tayloring"[sic] business indicates that Texada was renting at least 
a portion of his building as early as 1800 (Green*s Impartial Observer, June 14, 1800, p.4). 
Among the other early tenants was Beaumont's Hotel and City Tavern, which advertised that 
it was located at Manuel Texada T s "large elegant and commodious new brick House." The 
advertisement further states that the house would be "superior, when finished, to any other 
in the territory for accommodations (Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, Jan. 22, 1806, 
p« 3). In 1806 John Callender operated the American Eagle Tavern in the building formerly 
occupied by Beaumont (Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, Oct. 7, 1806, p. 3).
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In 1817, Edward Turner purchased Texada Tavern (Deed Book 1:381). Turner was one of the 
most prominent and influential citizens of early Natchez. He served as mayor of the city 
from 1815 to 1819 (D. Clayton James, Antebellum Natchez [Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 1968], p. 95), state attorney general, speaker of the state house of 
representatives, and chief justice of the state supreme court (James, p. 97). By 1853, 
when Edward Turner and his wife deeded the house to their daughter, Texada Tavern was 
described as being a large brick double house (Deed Book 11:630), a form retained until the 
building was restored by Dr. and Mrs. George Moss, who purchased it in 1964 and embarked 
upon a restoration project that necessitated their living in the rear dependency for eight 
years. Once again, Texada Tavern can be described as a large elegant commodious brick 
house. Architects for the renovations were Richard Koch and Samuel Wilson, Jr., of New 
Orleans.
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TEXADA TAVERN
Natchez, Adams County, Mississippi
The facade and southern elevation;

looking northwest. 
Photo 1 of 3
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TEXADA TAVERN
Natchez, Adams County, Mississippi
The rear and southern elevation;

looking northeast. 
Photo 2 of 3
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TEXADA TAVERN
Natchez, Adams County, Mississippi 
The dependency; looking northwest. 
Photo 3 of 3
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4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

    entered in the National Register  

    determined eligible for the National Register  

    determined not eligible for the National Register  

    removed from the National Register  

    other (explain:) _____________________                                           
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Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
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5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  
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 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)        

Contributing   Noncontributing 

          3 _______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____1_______   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_____4________   _______0_______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _____3____ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

 DOMESTIC: hotel__________ 

 COMMERCE TRADE: restaurant 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 
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7. Description

Architectural Classification  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal____ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: house and kitchen/quarter foundation and walls: 

BRICK; roof: WOOD shingle; quarter walls: WOOD Weatherboard; foundation: BRICK; roof: 

ASPHALT______________________ 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

The Texada House and Quarters property is composed of a large, two-story, six-bay, double pile 

brick house (1798-1800) at the corner of S. Wall and Washington streets; a two-story, brick 

kitchen/quarter (c. 1805-1830) at the rear and set parallel to the main house; a two-story wood-

frame quarter (c. 1800) facing Washington Street; and brick-paved courtyard and grassy work 

yard site.  

A fourth building, probably antebellum, stands on the west side of the frame quarter, at 207 

Washington Street. This stuccoed, 1-story residence is believed to have been built before 1860 as 

a 2-story brick carriage house for Texada, but it was dramatically remodeled in the early 20th-

century and no longer retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of an 

antebellum urban estate of the Mississippi Territorial Era. Since the former carriage house would 

be non-contributing in this district and it is now under separate ownership, this parcel has not 

been included within the boundary of the Texada House and Quarters Historic District. However, 

the house is listed as Contributing (#644) in the Natchez-on-Top-of-the-Hill Historic District 

(1979) for its character as an early-20th century residence. 
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Narrative Description  

 

Texada House commands the northwest corner of South Wall and Washington Streets, two 

blocks east of the Mississippi River. The topography is flat, and this part of Natchez was well 

developed by the early 19th century and so has been relatively urbanized since Texada was built. 

The two-story house with finished attic under a hipped and gabled roof is built flush to the 

sidewalk and is presently screened by a border of crepe myrtles planted between the sidewalk 

and street. The two-story, brick kitchen/quarter is set about 16 feet behind and parallel to the rear 

of the house, with its side approximately 35 feet off of the Washington Street sidewalk. A 

twentieth-century brick wall extends from the back of the kitchen/quarter to the Washington 

Street sidewalk and turns 90 degrees to extends along the sidewalk to the back of the house, 

creating an enclosed courtyard, which is mostly paved in brick. The wood-frame quarter faces 

Washington Street and is perpendicular to the brick kitchen quarter – behind it with corners 

nearly touching. It is set back approximately fifteen feet from the sidewalk and presently has a 

white picket fence along the Washington Street sidewalk. 

 

Early Development of the Property 

Lot 3, Square 2 on which the Texada House and its two quarters buildings stand was granted to 

Miguel Solibellas by Spanish authorities in 1793 upon his petition for a place in town for his 

family to live. (See associated MPDF for general history of Natchez and background on Spanish 

control of Natchez.) On the original plan of the town, this lot was approximately 160 feet square. 

The nominated property is approximately 75.5’ by 130’, composed of two lots. In 1797, the 

property was inventoried and appraised in preparation for public auction.1 It was recorded as 

including a house 50 feet long and 30 feet wide, including galleries, which was valued at $1,400 

by master carpenter, Thomas Thomson.2 Maurice Stacpoole successfully purchased the property 

for just $940 in February 1798 and did not long remain the owner of it. The next month, he sold 

it to Manuel Texada for $1,000. The property was described in the Natchez Court record of that 

sale as “consisting of a dwelling house, a kitchen and some other tenements.”3  

 
1 Solibellas was First Sergeant of the First Company of Grenadiers of the 

Louisiana Regiment and several years after acquisition of this property, he 

ran afoul of Spanish authorities in his position as military storekeeper at 

the Post of Barrancas. He was found to owe the king $2,000 and to redeem 

this, his property was ordered to be sold. First however, a sale already made 

by the wife of Solibellas to Manuel Texada was voided. 
2 May Wilson McBee, comp. The Natchez Court Records, 1767-1805 (1953; repr., 

Baltimore: Genealogical Printing Co., 1994) from The Natchez Court Records 

vol. A-G, originally translated, abstracted, and transcribed by David Turner, 

Keeper and Translator of Spanish Records of the Mississippi Territory, 

(Washington, Capital of the Mississippi Territory, 1817-1818): Book G, 348, 

entry p. 301. 
3 Ibid., Book S, 158, entry p. 181.; Analysis of the translated court record 

transcriptions from that time found only a few uses of the word “tenement” 

and no consistent implication as to a specific meaning, beyond a place lived 

in by someone other than the owner. “Quarter” was not used at all in the 

record transcripts to refer to dwellings for enslaved people. “Negro cabins” 

was used in that sense. “Out houses” appeared more commonly to refer to 

miscellaneous out buildings. 
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Based on the collective knowledge of the property and town amassed through the years by the 

Historic Natchez Foundation, it is believed that Manuel Texada replaced rather than added on to 

the dwelling of Miguel Solibellas. It has long been asserted that Texada is Natchez’s first brick 

house and that the one constructed by Solibellas must have been wood. This is in part based on 

the valuation of the property at $1,400 in 1797 and $12,000 in 1805, and an 1856 newspaper 

article described the house as the first brick building in Natchez.4 However, it seems very 

possible that the wood-frame quarter could be one of the tenements already standing in 1798.  

 

Site 

As noted above, on the original plan of the town, lot 3 square 2 was approximately 160 feet 

square. The nominated property is approximately 75.5’ by 130’, composed of two lots. The site 

consists of approximately 2.4 acres on which the three buildings described above are situated. 

This is the most intact portion of the original property and includes the workspaces between the 

kitchen, quarters, and the mansion house (Photos 18-22). Figures 2 and 3 below show footprints 

of the present buildings as they appeared in 1864 and 1892.  Additional buildings associated with 

the property in the 1860s included a carriage house that is now a much-altered residence at 207 

Washington Street and two stables, which no longer survive. 

At present the site reflects the twentieth century division of the property and the interpretation of 

the space executed in the 1969 restoration. That work installed a garden wall extending out from 

the sides of the brick quarter along the property line and to the house. Brick paving was added to 

the enclosed yard. Prior to that, when Texada House had been divided into a duplex, there was a 

brick wall extending from the southeast corner of the kitchen/quarter to the middle of the rear of 

the house. On either side of this were historic cistern locations. There are sweet olive, crepe 

myrtle, and other twentieth-century plantings in the garden. Although the frame quarters parcel is 

now again under single ownership with the Texada property, its landscaping changed over its 

long separate ownership in the 20th century. The yard around the wood-frame quarter is grassy, 

with a low, white picket fence in front along the sidewalk; a chain link fence along the west 

property line. 
 

 

 
4 Natchez Daily Courier, March 7, 1856. 

Figure 1: A 

portion of the 

1864 “Map of the 

Defences [sic] of 

Natchez and 

Vicinity” 

National Archives 

and Records 

Services, Record 

Group 77: Drawer 

138. 
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Figure 2: Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Map from Natchez, 

Adams County, Mississippi. 

Sanborn Map Company, 1892. 

This shows the original 

extent of the Texada parcel, 

which encompassed on the left 

(west) side a 2-story brick 

carriage house that is now a 

one-story residence at 207 

Washington St, and two now-

lost buildings: a wood-frame 

shed and another 2-story 

brick building that was 

probably also used as a 

stable or carriage house. 

 

 

1. PL Texada House c. 1798-1806 

The Texada House as it appears today is the result of a 1969 restoration, which attempted to 

bring the house back to its original design in all details as much as possible, while incorporating 

modern amenities such as HVAC and bathrooms (Photos 1-7). This restoration was executed by 

one of the foremost restoration architects of the day, Samuel Wilson, Jr. of the New Orleans 

firm, Koch and Wilson. By the 1960s, the Texada House was divided down the center by a 

partition wall and each side in turn was divided into multiple apartments. The portioning into a 

double house was done sometime prior to 1853, since the transfer of the deed in that year 

describes the property as “a large double brick house and out houses, kitchen, stables, carriage 

houses, and etc.”5 Accordingly, by the 1930s when HABS photographed the house, there were 

two front doors, with incongruent transom and sidelight treatments. Other differences between 

the left and right sides included roof coverings and the incorporation of two-over-two windows 

only on the right. A two-story, wood bumpout had also been added to the right side for 

bathrooms.  

 

 
5 Adams County, MS, Chancery Clerk, Deed Book II, 630.  
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Figure 3: Texada House immediately before 1969 restoration. Courtesy Helen Moss Smith. 

The house has been carefully preserved since the restoration and remains as described in the 

1979 nomination. It is a two-and-a-half story brick building with a steeply pitched roof hipped on 

all but the northern elevation, which is gabled (Photo 1). The wood-shingled roof is pierced by 

four interior brick chimneys and three pairs of finely detailed gabled dormers adorned with fluted 

pilasters and dentiled cornices. On the southern and eastern street elevations, the brick is laid in 

Flemish bond, while the northern elevation is laid in common bond and the western elevation is 

stuccoed (Photo 2). The façade is divided into six bays, with the entrance frontispiece occupying 

the southernmost of the two central bays. The Federal frontispiece, which consists of double-leaf 

molded six-panel doors set within a richly detailed semicircular fanlight supported by fluted 

pilasters with molded capitals and bases, was originally the doorway of Burling Hill, a Natchez 

Federal house demolished in the 1960s. Documentation suggests that the doorway may be the 

work of the important early Natchez architect Levi Weeks (1776-1819) or his shop.6 All 

windows of the house contain six-over-six double-hung sash and are closed by solid and 

louvered shutters. A molded dentiled boxed cornice adorns all elevations of the building. The 

rear, or western elevation, is fronted with a double-tiered gallery, supported on the first-floor 

level by brick piers and on the second-floor level by turned wooden columns with molded 

capitals and bases (Photo 3). The turned columns are joined by rectangular-sectioned balusters 

and a molded handrail. A wooden exterior staircase, which runs in a single straight flight, 
 

6 Interview, Mary E. McCahon with Mrs. George Moss, owner, January 8, 1979. 
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connects the upper and lower galleries. Bathrooms have been sympathetically accommodated by 

enclosing the gallery ends with louvered blinds. The rear doorways of the house, of which those 

on the second floor are original, are composed of double-leaf doors set within transoms and 

sidelights set over simply molded panels. 

 

The interior design of the house is basically a double-pile central-hall plan. The rooms of the first 

floor have ceilings of exposed beaded beams and beaded boards (Photo 4). Most of the 

woodwork of the first floor is not original, but the period Federal mantelpieces purchased for the 

house are exceptionally fine. Doors have six molded panels and architrave trim corresponding to 

that which surrounds the windows. All rooms except the kitchen have molded chair railing and 

beaded bases. The stair, entered from the front hall, winding to a second-floor stair hall, and 

continuing in another series of winders to the third floor, features rectangular-sectioned balusters, 

molded handrail, and a chamfered rectangular newel. The trim on the second story, originally the 

principal floor of the house, is primarily original and consists of molded bases with single fascia, 

dentil and molded cornices, molded chair railing, and architrave door and window trim that have 

double fasciae (Photos 5-7). The third story retains some of its original paint, and the walls are 

constructed of matched beaded boards. The rooms feature molded wooden cornices, molded 

chair rails, and architrave door and window trim.  

 

The Koch and Wilson drawings for the restoration illuminate some of the details of the 

restoration work. The partition wall between the later duplex houses was removed on all three 

floors. The two sets of stairs which led from the first floor to the second on either side of the rear 

or the center room were also removed. One stair from the second floor to the garret, which was 

situated against the partition wall in the right half of the house was also removed. There is no 

indication of a stair to the garret on the left side in the drawings. A new enclosed curved stair 

was constructed from the first floor, through the second, and to the garret. Originally, the house 

likely had only exterior stairs on the rear gallery to access the second floor since most houses 

built in Natchez at the turn of the nineteenth century had only exterior stairs. As described in the 

original nomination, a frontispiece from another historic house was used to restore a main entry, 

and other woodwork was recreated to match historic precedents. Windows were also replaced to 

restore matching six-over-six sash throughout the house. 

 

Other work included restoration, rebuilding, building, and closing of fireplaces on all three 

floors. On the first floor, a new fireplace was constructed in the rear of the center room, where 

previously one of the interior stairs had been installed. The backing fireplace in the rear left 

(west) room was restored and a new hearth constructed. The fireplace in the front right (east) 

room was also rebuilt and the fireplaces in the front left and rear right rooms, which were noted 

as existing with mantels, were retained. On the second floor, a new fireplace was also built in the 

rear center room. In the garret, an existing fireplace was closed to make way for a bathroom. 

 

Because of all the work done to the garret through the years, it is very difficult to determine what 

the original configuration might have been. It does however seem that there may have been at 

least two fireplaces, as indicated on the Koch and Wilson drawings. There is evidence that some 

of the walls were once finished with lath and plaster and the floors are fully finished with wood 
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boards that appear original. In short, it has all the indicators of being a livable space that could 

have been used for chambers. Overall, the Texada House has very good integrity in all seven 

aspects. 

 

2. PL Brick Kitchen Quarter c. 1800-1805 

The brick kitchen/quarter was included in the original nomination but not described in any detail. 

It is a two-story, single-pile, side-gable building constructed of brick laid in common bond 

(Photo 8). The gable-end walls are parapeted, and the slope facing the house extends to cover 

what is presently a balcony though this was originally a two-story gallery with exterior stairs. 

The five-bay fenestration pattern on the 30’-9” wide main elevation, facing the house, is 

composed of one door on the ground level, which is roughly centered with two six-over-six 

windows spaced irregularly on either side of it. Before the building was rehabilitated in the 

1960s, the door was on the far right, but the original pattern would probably have been four bays, 

with two doors in the center bays and two windows in the outer bays. The façade of the second 

story would have originally echoed the first story but today features a two-bay arrangement (d-d) 

with each doorway filled with double-leaf glazed doors crowned by high-style fanlights. Stairs 

under the gallery roof would have provided the only access to the two second floor rooms, as is 

typical in many kitchen/quarter dependencies, but these have been removed.  

 

There is one six-over-six window centered in each of the sides on the ground level and none on 

the second-floor side elevations. The rear elevation shows the bricked-in ghosts of three 

unevenly spaced doorways on the ground level and has two six-over-six windows on the second 

level (Photo 9). Most urban slave quarters did not have any openings on their rear elevation 

because they were situated against the property line. It is uncertain if this building, which was 

part of a larger yard continuing behind it where the wood-frame quarter and carriage house were, 

might have been different and included any of these openings during the antebellum period.  

 

On the interior, the central chimney with four fire chambers has been removed and a metal 

circular stair installed to provide interior access between the two stories. The two rooms of the 

first story would have originally had (1) a kitchen with large cooking fire chamber, probably a 

bake oven, and possibly a stew hole and (2) an adjoining room that provided extra workspace 

and served as a gathering place and dining room for enslaved workers. The partition wall on the 

first story could possibly have been all brick to accommodate a large cooking fireplace and 

associated cooking facilities, or it could have had a chimney breast flanked by vertical board 

walls held in place by ceiling and shoe mouldings, likely the case on the second story. Interior 

surfaces of brick walls and chimney breasts would have been plastered. Exterior doors were 

almost universally board and batten. Before the Civil War, doors between rooms were 

uncommon in quarters, since a single family usually occupied just one room.  When doors exist 

between two rooms in a quarters building, they usually date to the post-Civil War period and are 

related to tenancy rather than enslavement. These inner doors are generally crudely fashioned 

from the vertical board partition walls with added hinges.   
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The construction date of this building is probably contemporaneous with the main house. While 

there was a kitchen on the property at least as early as 1798, it is possible that the present 

building could be a later iteration.  

 

The Texada brick kitchen/quarters is off center from the house and is unusual for Natchez in 

being sited parallel to the main house. The vast majority of kitchen/quarters buildings in the 

Natchez area were sited perpendicular to the main house (Concord Quarters in c.1819 is the 

earliest documented instance of the perpendicular arrangement). By 1886, as illustrated on a 

Sanborn Insurance Map (Figure 2), Texada had a two-story wood walkway between the main 

house and brick kitchen/quarters, which is pictured in a 1940 HABS photograph.  Natchez had 

several examples of covered walks between main house and kitchen, but the only survivor is the 

one-story covered walkway at nearby Rosalie. These walks were usually not original but were 

added not long after the house was built. The Texada walkway had been removed by the 1960s. 

 

The interior of the building was completely rehabilitated for adaptation to guest quarters in the 

1969 restoration, and the original plan, fireplaces, and finishes do not survive. An interior stair 

was installed to provide access to the second floor instead of the exterior gallery stair, which was 

removed. Nevertheless, the exterior integrity is very good and its relationship to the other 

buildings, which is key to its association with slavery and service is completely intact. It has 

excellent integrity of setting and location; very good integrity of exterior design, workmanship, 

and materials; good integrity of association and exterior feeling, and low integrity of interior 

workmanship, design, materials, and feeling. As an integral part of this property, it bears enough 

integrity to contribute to the significance. 

 

3. PL Wood-frame Quarter c. 1793-c.1800 

  209 Washington Street 

 

The wood-frame quarter building was not included in the original nomination because by that 

time, the original Texada parcel had been divided and the wood-frame quarter stood on a 

separate property. Architectural evidence suggests that this building was always only used as a 

quarter during the period of significance, with four units—two on the first floor and two on the 

second—each with its own exterior entrance. Occupied as a four-plex apartment after the Civil 

War by a series of black tenants, it was converted to a single-family residence by a white veteran 

after World War II. At its 20th-century street address, 209 Washington Street, the frame quarter is 

listed on the National Register as a contributing element (#646) in the Natchez-On-Top-of-the-

Hill Historic District. Bringing this original Texada-related building into the nomination to allow 

better description and analysis of the site plan of this important Territory-Era property is the 

primary reason for this boundary increase and additional documentation. The building is 

currently in the process of being restored, and the post-WWII partition walls and finishes that 

obscured the original board walls and floorplan have all been removed. 

 

The quarter is a two-story, single-pile, four-bay building constructed of cypress (Photos 10 & 

11). The side gable roof is covered in corrugated metal sheets, and the foundation is composed of 

replacement concrete pylons. Clapboard siding clads all four sides, with the rear composed of a 
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number of patches. At the time of this nomination, there is one door on the first floor, left (west) 

side of the front elevation, sheltered under a flat-roof portico on decorative metal posts. The 

remainder of the openings on the front elevation have six-over-six wood sash that are not 

original. The original window sash would likely have been twelve-over-twelve, which would fit 

into these opening dimensions with panes of appropriate size and proportion. The openings are 

symmetrically arranged with the exception of one missing window on the second floor, which 

was closed over. Originally there would have been one door and one window for each room on 

each floor with the doors set on the outer (left and right) sides of the elevation and the windows 

toward the inside (Photo 12). These exterior doors would have provided the only ingress to the 

rooms, via a two-story gallery, which would have included the only stair from first to second 

floor. There are presently one door and two window openings on the rear elevation, all of which 

appear to be non-original (Photo 13). This building seems to have followed the pattern of having 

no rear doors or windows despite having yard space behind it. 

 

On the interior, the recent removal of twentieth century fabric has revealed extraordinarily intact 

original fabric. The walls, ceiling, and floors are finished in butt-jointed cypress boards that 

average 18” in width (Photos 14-17). The boards are sash sawn and finished with multiple layers 

of lime wash, including unpigmented white and a pale blue green, which has been found in other 

slave dwellings across the South.. Local newspapers and court records reference saw-mills in the 

Natchez area as early as 1788.7 It is very clear that the building was originally divided into two 

rooms up and down and had a center chimney (Photo 14). Even with the missing front gallery 

and replaced windows and doors, this building retains very good integrity in all seven aspects. It 

is believed that it may have been standing when the property was sold in 1798 and could be the 

oldest surviving slave quarter within the town of Natchez and the Natchez District, and possibly 

the only one built during the Spanish period. It is unusual in being a two-story wood-frame 

quarter and in facing the street in such an arrangement to another outbuilding and the served 

house. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
7 Emanuel Family-Person Sheet, Accessed February 24- 2023 

https://www.thenandchange.org/Genealogy/Reunion_Database/ps01/ps01_268.html 
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8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location  

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

X

 

  

X

 

  

 

  

X 
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Architecture________________   _ __  

Politics/Government_____________ __ 

Entertainment/Recreation_________ __ 

Social History: Slavery___________ __ 

Ethnic Heritage: Black______________  

Archaeology: Historic – Non-Aboriginal 

   

 

Period of Significance 

1793-1945; 1798-1805; 

1805-1821; 1793-1863; 

1793-1945__________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 1798, 1817, 1821, 1863  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 African American_____  

 European American___  

 Native American______ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The Texada Tavern was listed on the National Register in 1979 in the areas of architecture and 

politics/government for its architectural distinction as one of the oldest extant buildings in 

Natchez and possibly the first brick one, as well as its role as the Texada Tavern and brief home 

of the legislature. This additional documentation nomination applies the name Texada House and 

Quarters to be more consistent with the appellation used in historic documents and to clearly 

acknowledge the inclusion of the quarters. It also extends the boundaries, the areas of 

significance, and the period of significance from the original nomination and uses the District 

classification in keeping with guidance from the related Multiple Property Documentation Form 

“Outbuildings and Spaces of Enslavement and Service in the Natchez District of Mississippi 

(Town, Suburban Villa, and Plantation, 1790-1863).” Under that document, the property meets 

the registration requirements for the Associated Property Type: Building Complexes and 

Districts: “As a Complex or District, the nominated property tells its story best when most or all 

of the buildings that stood during the historic period have survived. Interior integrity is important 

in all property types within this MPDF, but for this property type, one or more buildings might 

not retain sufficient interior integrity to have individual eligibility but could still be Contributing 

as part of a complex or district.” 

 

The Texada House property is an exceptionally intact and unusual urban compound of the late-

eighteenth to early-nineteenth century, representing the built environment of enslavement in 

tandem with a tavern. The combination of two urban slave quarters with a tavern from the early 

years of the American Republic is exceptional, and no comparable property in the country is 

known to exist, therefore this nomination is for a national level of significance.  

 

The Texada House and Quarters property is significant under Criterion C in the area of 

architecture (1798-1805) and under Criterion A in the area of politics/government (1805-1821) 

as articulated in the original nomination. It is also significant under Criterion A in the areas of 

entertainment/recreation (1805-1821), social history: slavery (1793-1863), and ethnic history: 

Black (1793-1863). Further, it is eligible under Criterion D in the area of archaeology: historic – 

non-Aboriginal (1793-1863). The beginning dates for the periods of significance are 1793, when 

the property was first granted by the Spanish government; 1798 when public sale of the property 

documents the existence of some buildings already on the property, soon after which began the 

development of the present Texada house and tavern; and 1805 when it was substantially 

complete and being put into use. The terminating dates for the periods of significance are 1821, 

the last year Natchez was the capital of Mississippi; and 1863, when the Emancipation 

Proclamation officially ended enslavement in occupied Natchez. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance  

 

Architecture, Entertainment/Recreation and Politics/Government, 1805-1821 

Taverns and inns played a critical role in the social history of the Early Republic of the United 

States.8 This is decisively demonstrated by George Washington’s choice to stay only at public 

houses during his 1789-91 tours of the country.9 Through this calculated decision, he would 

avoid speculation of partiality to any private hosts, but there was also perhaps no better way to 

gain exposure to every level of society he so much needed to build support.  

Taverns and inns in this period were not only the only refuge available to many travelers, but 

they served as multi-purpose community centers. They were not just places where people 

gathered for socializing and entertainment; they served as points for communication and 

transactions of all kinds. Sales of everything from groceries to real estate could be held at a 

tavern as could public meetings. For example, when a decision was to be made on the site of the 

new Adams County courthouse in 1806, citizens were invited to Mr. Nailor’s Tavern “for the 

purpose of coming to an understanding on the subject, and petitioning the Legislature in favor of 

their resolve.”10 Taverns could also offer accommodations for more private acts of public life. 

This was true in the case of the trial of Col. Aaron Burr, in which a private examination began at 

Richmond, Virginia’s Eagle Tavern before continuation at the capitol in 1807.11 Taverns were 

 
8 The word “tavern” in this period was typically associated with an “inn” and 

often used interchangeably with that term, although sometimes “tavern and 

inn” were specified. “Public house” is another terms that encapsulates 

“tavern” and “inn.” Here these terms will be used in the same manner to mean 

places typically offering drink, food, and sleeping accommodations. 
9 A. K. Sandoval-Strausz, “A Public House for a New Republic: The Architecture 

of Accommodation and the American State, 1789-1809,” Perspectives in 

Vernacular Architecture 9 (2003): 54-70. 
10 The Mississippi Messenger, December 6, 1806. 
11 The Richmond Enquirer, April 3, 1807. 

Figure 4.  Natchez photographer 

Henry Norman photographed Texada 

ca. 1865. Note the vertical board 

fencing extending from the 

corners--north along Wall St. 

(right) and west along Washington 

St. (left) Source: Natchez 

Photographic Inventory, William 

E. Stewart Collection, Henry 

Gurney Photographer, 0071, HNF. 
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also very much a space for political discourse. In 1808, traveler Fortescue Cuming was at a 

tavern in Pennsylvania when he became engaged in a “long political discussion, originating on 

the subject of Col. Burr's projects; and amongst the six present, there were no two who agreed in 

sentiment. Indeed, in this country every man thinks for himself.”12  

In many common taverns, limited space was a powerful social leveler. This was true at the 

extreme in the one-room tavern. “There was no place for protocol, class distinction, or conceit in 

a one-room inn where shelter from the cold or rain was an object of major moment and where 

even floor space was at a premium.”13 Even in establishments with multiple rooms, one room 

might serve the multiple purposes of lobby, sitting room, and barroom, where as traveler Isaac 

Holmes described, all were “indiscriminately blended.”14 Reports of travelers of this period 

overflow with acrimony about the crowds of people of assorted occupations, classes, and ethnic 

origins along with many other cruder aspects of common taverns. The drunken and disorderly 

behavior, language, and odors of fellow guests were common complaints, as were the low 

quality of the food, bedding, and architecture. For these reasons, most travelers who could afford 

to do so – particularly women – stayed at private residences or boarding houses. Some tavern 

guests, however looked upon the demographic diversity of their fellow patrons with interest or 

even approval. For some it was evidence of equality in the new republic.15 

The Early Republic era was also a period of great advancement in the architecture of taverns and 

inns of the United States. From the earliest days of British colonial settlement in North America, 

taverns were established within dwelling places. Therefore, the architecture of taverns was 

completely domestic in nature and demonstrated the same broad variety from the small and 

vernacular to the large and stylish. At the end of the eighteenth century, however, there was a 

shift in architecture of taverns and inns. Architectural historian A. K. Sandoval-Strausz argues 

that the period from 1789 to 1809 “saw the emergence of a new order of American public 

accommodation distinguished by its external architecture, internal arrangement, and particular 

social character.”16 It was during this period that the Texada House was built, and its architecture 

clearly reflects an ambition for the new ideal. According to Sandoval-Strausz,  

When Washington first took office in 1789, the finest public house in the United States 

was a three-story building about fifty feet long on a side, containing perhaps twenty 

rooms and valued at roughly fifteen thousand dollars. Two decades later, in 1809, the 

nation's leading public accommodation occupied an enormous seven-story edifice which 

covered nearly an acre of land, comprised over two hundred rooms, and cost more than 

half a million dollars.17 

 
12 Fortescue Cuming, Sketches of a Tour to the Western Country (1810) in 

Reuben Gold Thwaites, Early Western Travels, 1748-1846, vol. 4 (Cleveland, 

Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1904), 93. 
13 Paton Yoder, “The American Inn, 1775-1850: Melting Pot or Stewing Kettle?,” 

Indiana Magazine of History 59, no. 2 (June 1963):139. 
14 Isaac Holmes, An Account of the United States of America (London, 1823) in 

Yoder, 139.; Vaughn Scribner, Inn Civility: Urban Taverns and Early American 

Civil Society (New York: NYU Press, 2019). 
15 Ibid. 140. 
16 Sandoval-Strausz, 55. 
17 Ibid. 
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Other assessments of the late eighteenth century show a range of several hundred to a few 

thousand dollars, with even the best purpose-built buildings not exceeding $15,000.18 In 1805, 

the sixty by forty-foot Texada House was assessed at $12,000. As with most architectural trends, 

cities were the loci of accommodation enhancements and change appeared more slowly in rural 

areas. While the Texada House may have been more comparable to the finest urban public house 

of 1789 than of 1809, for a frontier location such as Natchez at this time, it was quite 

exceptional. The difference in design is clear when compared with another Natchez District 

tavern: King’s Tavern. The King House dates to the same approximate time period as the Texada 

house – between a 1798 transfer of property and 1805 tax assessment – and the property was 

definitely in operation as a tavern in 1799.19 It is a two-and-a-half story wood-frame house set on 

a raised brick basement, which may or may not have been a later alteration as was the case with 

many properties in town. Details such as low ceilings and board-and-batten doors make it 

distinctly more rustic than the Texada House. The first floor was originally one-room measuring 

approximately twenty-two by twenty-four feet. The walls are finished in horizontal cypress 

paneling. The second floor is divided into two rooms with a passageway. The attic is floored but 

not ceiled. It is believed to have continued in operation as a tavern through the death of owner 

Richard King in 1815, under new ownership by Charles Green until 1823. Compared to King’s 

Tavern, the Texada House is clearly a very refined and large mansion. 

 

Manuel Texada was already a tavern keeper in 1792, as evidenced by his signing in 

acknowledgement of an order by Governor Gayosa regulating practices in public houses.20 This 

experience in the occupation would likely have informed his intentions for the design of his new 

house. Taverns were notoriously uneven in their accommodations, and Texada seems to have 

aimed to make his establishment on the higher end of respectability. The first tavern to operate in 

the building seems to have been Beaumont’s Hotel and City Tavern. The earliest known 

description of Texada’s “large elegant and commodious new brick house” appeared in January 

7th and 22nd, 1806 advertisements for Beaumont’s in the Mississippi Herald and Natchez 

Gazette: 

The House is superior, when finished, to any other in the territory for accommodations – 

Every exertion is making to complete it. It affords several private lodging rooms with 

fireplaces – several apartments for private parties – An elegant Hall or Dining Room, 

which is now used for Dancing Assemblies. An excellent stable will shortly be provided; 

in the meantime there is an ample provision of Provender for Horses. Gentlemen wishing 

to form tea parties &c. in the intermediate week of the Balls in course, may be 

accommodated by giving 24 hours notice ••• A complete Bar-keeper, a superb Cook, and 

one or two attentive waiters are wanted, and would meet with good encouragement. 

 

 
18 Ibid., 56. 
19 Description compiled by Mimi Miller, Historic Natchez Foundation, c.1986, 

Mississippi Department of Archives and History Historic Resources Inventory, 

King’s Tavern, 

https://www.apps.mdah.ms.gov/Public/prop.aspx?id=222&view=facts&y=1032 

(accessed Jan. 4, 2023). 
20 Texada family Papers, Mss# 519, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley 

Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 
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In the context of the architecture of this period, this advertisement is telling. The first word of 

note is “hotel.” According to Sandoval-Strausz, American hotels began to appear as a distinct 

type in the 1790s and were “designed to dominate the landscape.”21 The first such hotel was built 

in 1793 in Washington, DC and measured 120 wide by 60 feet deep by 70 feet in height. The fact 

that “hotel” denoted something above “tavern” is demonstrated by this statement by Fortescue 

Cuming regarding his 1808 visit to Natchez. “I sat down to supper at Mickie’s tavern, or hotel, 

by which appellation it is dignified.”22 Prior to moving into Mr. Texada’s, Beaumont had 

occupied a location on Main Street, which he advertised as “conducted in the Genteelest stile,” 

and named the Natchez City Tavern and Coffeehouse, not hotel.23  

 

Almost eleven months after Beaumont boasted of his new Texada House accommodations, 

William Byrne advertised his opening of the Franklin Hotel  

 

in a large new house on North 2nd Street, Natchez, on an extensive scale, and in a style 

superior in every respect to any ever kept in the Territory; and as no trouble or expence 

[sic] has been wanting to render the house at once comfortable and convenient (being 

built for the express purpose) and as he feels every confidence in himself from a long 

experience in this business, he invites a call from gentlemen, such as the best 

accommodations may be an inducement to.24 

 

It seems competition was fierce to have the best new hotel building, however Byrne failed to 

mention any of the architectural details of his premises, such as number of rooms. The next 

important architectural information of note in Beaumont’s ad is his specification of “several 

private lodging rooms with fireplaces – several apartments for private parties – An elegant Hall 

or Dining Room, which is now used for Dancing Assemblies.” Private rooms, as referenced 

above, were quite desirable and set these establishments apart from the common tavern. The 

Texada House has four approximately 18.5’ X 18.5’ corner rooms on each the first and second 

floors and in the center of each floor is what could have been an 18.5’ X 38’ room, or two 18.5’ 

X 18.5’ rooms. The reference to an elegant Hall or Dining Room suggests that this might have 

been one large 18.5’ X 38’ space on the second floor. The center space on the first floor, where 

the entrance was located could have been a large 18.5’ X 38’ public room, possibly combined 

lobby, bar, and dining, with the corner rooms saved for the private parties or lodging. The 

following image of a “Natchez Ballroom” shows a large space with exposed ceiling beams that 

gives the impression of what such a room may have been like. The garret would likely have 

provided an open shared lodging chamber. This was the common offering of taverns. Depending 

on the particular tavern, there might only be mattresses on the floor, with no bedstead and/or no 

sheets, and guests often had to share beds. Possibly the Texada garret could have been divided 

into two rooms to enhance the privacy offerings. 

 

 
21 Sandoval-Strausz, 56-57. 
22 Cuming, 321. Likely this was Michie’s City Hotel. D. Michie advertised his 

move into the City Hotel building on Main Street in December 1807. 
23 Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, December 21, 1804. 
24 Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, April 1, 1807. 
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Figure 5: “Natchez Ballroom,” hand-colored copy of c. 1829 image by Charles-Alexandre 

Lesueur (1778- 1846) from his sketchbook, "Album de vues des Etats-Unis, dessins 

exécutés entre 1816 à 1827." Natchez Historical Society. 

 

William H. Beaumont announced his pending departure from Natchez in June 1806, so his tenure 

at the Texada house was short.25 In August, Manuel Texada listed to let, “The whole or part of 

that large and commodious house lately occupied by W. H. Beaumont.” The fact that he offered 

the whole or part of the house to let suggests that he and his family were not yet living on the 

premises. Texada owned multiple properties in and out of town through his years in Natchez and 

was likely still living in another house in town at this time. This would also seem to indicate that 

he had this house built explicitly to rent for a tavern or hotel, at least initially. It was not 

uncommon for the property owner and the tavern keeper to be two different people. As the 

period advertisements show, tavern keepers moved from place to place. An example of a tavern 

keeper erecting a new building and then renting it out is John Wise of Alexandria, Virginia who 

owned and operated his own tavern and then in 1792, at the prospect of proximity to the new 

capitol in Washington. DC, erected a new three-story building immediately adjacent. Although 

the c. 1785 and 1792 buildings that compose the Alexandria tavern contain much more square 

footage, they bear some similarities to the Texada House in being constructed of brick, flush to 

the sidewalk of a corner property, in a Georgian to Federal style that is residential in appearance 

although on a large scale. In 1796, John Gadsby, who operated a tavern on Alexandria’s 

waterfront leased Wise’s more refined premises and added the word “hotel” to the name. 
 

25 Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, June 24, 1806. 
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By October of 1806, the Texada house had been leased by John Callender, who posted the 

following advertisements: 

 

 
 

Figures 6 and 7: The Mississippi Herald and Natchez 

Gazette, October 7, 1806 and The Mississippi 

Messenger, October 28, 1806. 

Callender’s advertisement is very modest in tone 

compared with those of Beaumont and Byrne, but he did 

emphasize the fireplaces and private rooms once again, 

demonstrating that they were an important amenity. 

Callender was also an established tavern keeper who 

previously had other premises. It is worth noting that he 

selected the patriotic name of American Eagle. “Eagle” 

was an incredibly popular name for American taverns in 

the era of the Early Republic, prior to the War of 1812.  

Later that month, a Mr. Haughton advertised his dancing 

school to be held in the “Elegant Ball Room in Mr. 

Texada’s Brick House, in the center of town.”26 This 

reaffirms the statement in W. H. Beaumont’s ad that 

there was an elegant room where dancing assemblies 

were held. He also refers to it as Mr. Callender’s 

“Hotel,” again providing that elevated designation even 

though Callender himself did not. 

 
Figure 8: The Mississippi Herald and Natchez 

Gazette, October 21, 1806. 

 
26 Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, October 21, 1806. 
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Callender also moved on from the Texada house after a short tenure. It is unclear whether 

Callender completed a year lease, but the property was listed for rent with availability Oct. 1, 

1807. After that date, the only name that appears in association with the property is “Mr. 

Texada’s.” It may be that Texada took over operation of business in the property at this point and 

perhaps also moved into it. We know that Texada and his family were living here when he died 

in 1817 because documents pertaining to death assert this fact.  Possibly under his leadership and 

beginning in December 1807, the tavern hosted a number of interesting exhibitions: wax figures; 

a man who could sing like birds, perform balancing acts, and walk the slack wire; and even an 

elephant. 

Figure 9, 10, & 11 (clockwise): The Mississippi Messenger, Dec. 10, 1807; The 

Mississippi Messenger, Dec. 20. 1807; The Weekly Chronicle, January 22, 1810. 
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Manuel Texada was residing at the property, presumably with his wife Mehale and their younger 

son John, when he died in October of 1817. The house and another property were left to Mehale 

and the Texadas’ older son Joseph. In December, Mehale and Joseph signed an agreement 

dividing the properties between them.27 Mehale, with John, took the Lot 3 Sq 2 House property 

and within a couple weeks, she sold it to Judge Edward Turner.28 

At this point, Judge Turner leased it to the government of the new state of Mississippi for the 

meeting of the new legislature. While political discussions were always entwined with taverns, 

the property now took on a decidedly political and government association. Natchez was the 

state capital until 1821. As explained in the original nomination, Turner was one of the most 

prominent and influential citizens of early Natchez. He served as mayor of the city from 1815 to 

1819, state attorney general, speaker of the state house of representatives, and chief justice of the 

state supreme court. Even after the Texada House became a home of government, it continued to 

be a place of entertainment and recreation as evidenced by the following notice of the display of 

wax figures and an Irish dwarf in the “brick house lately occupied by the legislature”: 

Figure 12: The Mississippi Free Trader, March 19, 1818. 

  

 
27 “Texada Family Indenture (1817)” Turner (Edward and Family) Papers, Mss# 

1403, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, 

Baton Rouge, La: OS:T. 
28 Sale of property to Edward Turner, Texada Family Papers, Mss# 519, 

Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton 

Rouge, La: 1:63.  
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The wax figures themselves were of a political and government association featuring General 

Andrew Jackson, at that time known as the hero of the decisive American victory of the War of 

1812 in the Battle of New Orleans, and other uniformed military individuals. Not only did the 

legislature meet in the Texada house in this time period, but other government offices were also 

located there as revealed by the 1819 notice of the removal of the accounting office to the 

building. The Office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court, city clerk, and Clerk of the Board of 

Health were located there. 

 

 
 

Figure 13: Mississippi Free Trader, June 15, 1819. 

The activities of the Board of Health included licensure for exhibit of wax figures and the 

accounting for the year 1818 included payment of such by E. Turner for Mr. Barrington, 

demonstrating a transaction directly between the property owner, Edward Turner and Mr. 

Barrington for this display. 

 

 
 

Figure 14: Mississippi Free Trader, March 2, 1819. 
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In addition to the government offices, the Texada House was also home to the store of Thomas 

Parker in 1820. It clearly continued to be a truly multipurpose building.  An ad for Parker’s store, 

notes its location in the lower story of the building occupied by the general assembly, suggesting 

that perhaps that function occupied the upper level.  If the supposition that the 18.5’ X 38’ center 

space of the house would originally have been undivided front to back and served as the 

ballroom is correct, this would have been nicely suited to the meeting of the legislature. 

 

 
 

Figure 15: Mississippi Free Trader, March 7, 1820. 

 

After the legislature ceased to use the house, it was offered for rent as documented by a 

September 15, 1824 advertisement in the Natchez Gazette. It seems that it was primarily an 

investment property for Judge Turner, whose own residence was across the street. Little is 

known of the tenants in the ensuing years, but by the time of the Civil War, it had been sold 

again and was being used a place of residence. 

 

 

Figure 16: The Natchez Gazette, September 15, 1824. 
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Architecture, Social History: Slavery, and Ethnic Heritage: Black, 1793-1945 

Throughout the many studies of taverns and inns in Colonial and Early Republic America, there 

is barely ever a mention of the role enslaved servants or even free servants would have played. In 

a 1990 “Study of the Taverns of Virginia in the Eighteenth-Century with Special Emphasis on 

Taverns of Williamsburg,” the authors stated simply, “Little has been discovered in available 

sources about tavern servants and their livery.”29 The only reference to servants the researchers 

discovered was the following observation German surgeon Johann David Schoepf, who came to 

America as Surgeon of the Anspach-Bayreuth Troops in America for the King’s army in 1777 

and stayed on following the war to travel from 1783-84":  

 

In the tavern here . . .. Black cooks, butlers, and chambermaids made their bows with 

much dignity and modesty; were neatly and modishly attired, and still spoke with 

enthusiasm of the gallantry and politeness of the French officers.30 

 

This commentary offers us little specifics on tavern servants, but it does confirm that those he 

encountered were of African descent. Although it should always be remembered that there were 

free people of color in every colony, and subsequent states, it is most likely that servants in 

southern taverns would have been enslaved people.31 This is likewise true of Fortescue Cuming’s 

description of Hill’s tavern where he stopped in 1808 in Washington, Mississippi, then the seat 

of the Mississippi Territory. 32 

 

This tavern (as I find is the custom in this country) is kept in a front building by Mr. Hill, 

assisted by some negro servants, while Mrs. Hill and her daughters live in a detached 

building in the rear.33 

 

It is not totally clear whether Cuming is referring to both the assistance of Mr. Hill by Black 

servants and the detached residence in the rear as common customs, but almost certainly the first 

would have been common. While the smallest taverns may have been managed mostly by an 

owners’ family, the multitude of chores required in running a tavern and inn generally required 

extra help. In the South, and particularly in a hub of slavery such as Natchez, that help would 

have come from enslaved people. Just as the domestic chores of any household who could afford 

it were performed by enslaved people, the same would have been true of inns and hotels. Richard 

Wade, whose 1964 book, Slavery in the Cities remains the seminal work on the urban conditions 

of enslaved people, asserted that menial jobs in Southern cities were almost exclusively assigned 

 
29 Department of research, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, “Study of the 

Taverns of Virginia in the Eighteenth-Century with Special Emphasis on 

Taverns of Williamsburg” (1990), 25, 

https://research.colonialwilliamsburg.org/DigitalLibrary/view/index.cfm?doc=R

esearchReports%5CRR0164.xml (accessed December 28, 2022). 
30 Ibid. 
31 See associated MPDF for timeline of gradual emancipation in northern 

states. 
32 The seat of government for Mississippi Territory was removed from Natchez 

to Washington in 1802. 
33 Cuming,  
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to enslaved people. His research found that the overwhelming majority of enslaved people in 

cities were employed in domestic labor, but that they also worked in every sector. According to 

Wade, “Proprietors of hotels and factories, for example, were the large holders in every city.”34  

 

Slave owners also hired out their slaves to employers. An enslaved waiter at the National Hotel 

in Washington, DC told an English traveler in 1833 that “there were at least seventy people 

working at the National Hotel who hardly knew one another and were hired from their owners by 

John Gadsby,” the hotel’s owner.35 Gadsby was a hotelier on a grand scale, who through the 

year, operated hotels in Alexandria, Virginia and Baltimore in addition to DC. He was also a 

slave owner himself. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum in Alexandria includes references to enslaved 

people in its interpretation of the tavern and notes that “tavern keepers in these buildings relied 

primarily on enslaved men, women, and youth of African descent to work at all hours.”36 The 

interpretation also brings home the confluence of political conversation and enslavement 

occurring is the spaces of tavern. “One of many taverns in town offering food and drink, this 

establishment catered specifically to middle-and upper-class white men. Enslaved men and 

women served male patrons in [the public dining room] as they discussed everything from local 

business and politics to national and international news.”37  

 

Like the Texada property, Gadsby’s as constructed by John Wise, also originally had 

outbuildings to the rear including a kitchen, necessary, wash house, stable and coach house.38 

These spaces, which no longer stand, and the yard between are where much of the work of 

enslaved servants of the tavern would have been done. A runaway notice from 1808 provides 

evidence that one of the many jobs at the Gadsby’s hotel performed by an enslaved person was 

that of hostler, a servant who took care of travelers’ horses during their stay. 39 

  

 
34 Richard C. Wade, Slavery in the Cities: The South 1820-1860 (London: Oxford 

University Press, 1964), 30-33. 
35 Edward S. Abdy, Journal of a Residence and Tour in the United States of 

North America: From April, 1833, to October, 1834 (Murray, 1835) 59, as 

quoted in Alexandra Lane, “John Gadsby: Hotelier and Slave Owner in the 

President’s Neighborhood,” White House Historical Association, the 

President’s Neighborhood Initiative, https://www.whitehousehistory.org/john-

gadsby-hotelier-and-slave-owner-in-the-presidents-neighborhood (accessed 

January 4, 2023). 
36 City of Alexandria, Virginia, Gadsby’s Museum, “Tour Gadsby’s Public Dining 

Room,” https://www.alexandriava.gov/museums/basic-page/tour-gadsbys-public-

dining-room (accessed December 8, 2022). 
37 Ibid. 
38 “Gadsby’s Tavern,” National Historic Landmark Nomination Form” (Washington, 

DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1975), map A 

based on 1792-94 map by tavern owner John Wise. 
39 Alexandria Daily Gazette, September 6, 1808. City of Alexandria, Virginia, 

Gadsby’s Museum, “Tour Gadsby’s Passage,” 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/museums/basic-page/tour-gadsbys-passage; 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/sites/default/files/2021-12/Runaway-James-Lewis-

1808.pdf (accessed December 8, 2022). 
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Slavery and Natchez Taverns 

In the language of the period, the enslaved status of a servant was rarely specified. Enslaved 

servants were referred to simply as “servants,” or by specific roles such as “cook,” “steward,” or 

“hostler.” However, as explained above, the common labor of Southern towns and cities was 

almost entirely executed by enslaved people and this was certainly true in Natchez. As stated by 

historian Ronald L. F. Davis, “Natchez shops, offices, and taverns also needed unskilled hands 

for countless jobs from running errands to sweeping sidewalks, from slopping out latrines to 

hauling water for baths.”40 Therefore, when W. H. Beaumont stated in his January 1806 ads for 

his new hotel in the Texada House that, “a complete Bar-keeper, a superb Cook, and one or two 

attentive waiters are wanted,” he was certainly expecting such people to be enslaved.  

 

The quality of servants was seen as another amenity of accommodations that would entice the 

customers. In an 1818 opinion column in the Natchez Gazette, the writer observed in approval of 

the recently reestablished Traveller’s Hall that the present proprietor “has employed, as a 

superintendent, a most active, polite, and obliging man; his servants are of the first order.”41 This 

superintendent may also have been an enslaved man, just as some plantation overseers were. In 

one rare example of explicit reference to enslavement, an 1858 notice boasted that Mr. M. A. 

Gillespie, the new lessee of the City Hotel, “has well-trained and careful servants, who have been 

raised by, and are now owned by himself.”42 This brief reference, which speaks of servants as if 

of horses or other livestock is very telling. In addition to the dehumanizing language, it suggests 

that Gillespie may have hired out these servants beginning in their youth and then purchased 

them. Gillespie’s own advertisement announced: “Faithful and attentive servants will always be 

ready to meet the wants of visitors.”43 Although no document aside from Beaumont’s ad has 

been found that indicates anything about the enslaved people who would have worked in the 

Texada House, the context of Natchez in this period dictates that there would have been a 

number of enslaved people performing many duties throughout the property. Enslaved people 

would have cleaned all the public and private rooms and garret chambers. They would have done 

all of the laundering, prepared all the meals, served all meals and drinks, emptied all the chamber 

pots, and tended all the horses.  

 

While the toil was much the same as that of domestic slaves living on plantations, the enslaved 

people working on the Texada property would have had a very different experience than their 

peers on plantations. Living in town in of itself provided opportunities to be exposed to a variety 

of people and social situations that enslaved people on plantations would not encounter. The 

additional factor of working in a tavern and hotel would dramatically increase the amount of 

public interaction that the enslaved servants there encountered. In the course of their daily work, 

they could absorb conversations among White guests as well as find opportunities to speak with 

other enslaved people. As explained in the interpretation of Gadsby’s Tavern,  

 

 
40 Ronald L. F. Davis, The Black Experience in Natchez, 1720-1880 (Natchez: 

National Park Service, 1993), 40. 
41 The Natchez Gazette, July 25, 1818. 
42 The Natchez Weekly Democrat, March 24, 1858. 
43 The Natchez Weekly Democrat, March 31, 1858. 
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Be it through alley conversations or while running errands, free and enslaved African 

Americans used these opportunities to build relationships despite slaveowners’ fears that 

these connections might inspire enslaved people to revolt or enable their escape. 

 

Sometimes White travelers brought enslaved servants with them and these servants would also 

lodge at the taverns where they stopped.  Where the enslaved people slept is such situations is 

not well-documented, but likely depended upon their role.  For example, a groom might have 

been sent to the stables while a valet might be expected to sleep on the floor in the same chamber 

as the owner. In the Mississippi Territorial capital of Washington, a long-term boarder paid $30 a 

month for himself, his wife, and daughter and $8 a month to board “his Negro woman.”44 

 

Enslaved people were also able to visit taverns as customers. This fact is supported by the 

prodigious regulation of it in cities from the eighteenth century forward.45 In 1792, Manuel 

Garcia de Texada was one of six men who signed a notice acknowledging receipt of an order of 

his Excellency Don Manuel Gayosa de Lemos, Colonel in the Royal Armies and Civil and 

Military Governor of the said Post and District, which stipulated rules for public houses 

including hours, prohibited games, and the following: 

 

that we shall not buy or sell to or from any Slave unless such slave shall have written 

permission from his or her Master or Mistress, under the penalty of twenty-five dollars 

and eight days imprisonment for the first offense against and of the foregoing rules; 

double for the second and in case of a third offense, a treble fine and banishment from the 

District.46  

 

Permission from an owner or employer is a stipulation commonly seen in the regulations of 

selling alcohol to enslaved persons as well as other activities. In the 1807 advertisement for the 

exhibition of wax figures at Mr. Texada’s House, the admittance fee was listed as $1, “Children 

half price. Slaves with permission of the masters FIFTY CENTS.”47 Thus it is clear, that not only 

were slaves allowed to visit such an entertainment at the establishment of Mr. Texada, but they 

were also in a sense invited. 

 

Earlier in 1807, “An Ordinance for the regulation of Taverns, and for other purposes” was 

published by the City of Natchez.48 Section 3 of this ordinance completely prohibited the selling 

 
44 Nelson Gillespie v. Charles De France, 1814, Assembly Hall, Site File, 

Historic Natchez Foundation. 
45 Vaughn Scribner, “Drunks and Democrats,” Aeon (2020) 

https://aeon.co/essays/taverns-and-the-complicated-birth-of-early-american-

civil-society (accessed December 29, 2022); Mindy M. Jarrett, “’Drinking’ 

about the Past: Bar Culture in Antebellum New Orleans” (master’s thesis, 

University of New Orleans Theses and Dissertations, 2018, 2563), 29. 
46 Texada family Papers, Mss# 519, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley 

Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 
47 The Mississippi Messenger, December 10, 1807. 
48 Supplement to the Herald, Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, July 7, 

1807. 
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of any “intoxicating liquor” to Native Americans. It did not make any statements regarding the 

selling of liquor to enslaved people – perhaps leaving this to the territorial law – although it did 

regulate the ability of enslaved people to socialize in other ways. Section 4 authorized the mayor 

to appoint a person  

 

to disperse all illegal and riotous assemblages of slaves at all times; to ring the bell on 

Sunday at three o’clock, at which hour, all slaves not residing with their masters or 

employers within the city, or especially sent on their master’s business at that hour 

unfinished, or having written permission from their masters or employers, to remain a 

longer time, shall be immediately sent from beyond the limits of the city.49 

 

Section 5 restricted owners and overseers from licensing a slave to “go at large and trade, or to 

occupy any house or apartment thereof as a free person.”50 

 

In 1810, a Territorial Act Establishing Patrols and for Other Purposes was passed. This act was 

focused on the policing of slaves through slave patrols, but it also stipulated rules for the selling 

of liquor to slaves. Section 7 stated that, “all persons, are forbidden to sell liquors or spirits to 

any slave or slaves, without permission from the master or owner . . .”51 Further, Section 8 

required that all persons licensed to sell liquor take an oath swearing not to “sell or retail and 

spiritous liquors to any slave, nor will I purchase any article whatever from them without a 

written permission from his master, owner or employer, so help me God.”52 While this act 

allowed owners and employers to give permission for the consumption of alcohol, the same was 

not true for owning dogs or any livestock. Patrols were “authorized to kill all dogs owned or kept 

by negroes.”53 This act demonstrates that even in an environment of such a heavy policing of 

their lives that enslaved people still might have the legal opportunity to socialize in a tavern. 

 

The final way in which slaves would have experienced taverns was as a place of their sale. Being 

the all-purpose community centers that they were, taverns were also a popular location for 

business transactions of all kinds. The following notice is representative of many such listings 

that appeared in the Natchez papers. It is also a reminder that the importation of slaves from 

Africa was not banned until 1808, so the many people passing through taverns could include 

those still newly arrived to the foreign environment of America. 

 

 
49 Ibid. 
50 Ibid.; Laws against “living out,” that is living off of an owner’s 

premises, were enacted in many cities, but often not abided. Wade, 66-75. 
51 The Natchez Weekly Democrat, March 12, 1810. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid. 
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Figure 17: The Mississippi Herald and Natchez Gazette, September 16, 1806. 

In summary, the Texada House as a tavern and hotel would have been a place in which enslaved 

people were involved in many types of social interactions and experiences: from performing 

various chores as servants in which they might witness the private dealings of White customers, 

encounter fellow enslaved people as customers, or witness a sale of enslaved people recently 

taken from Africa, to visiting as a customer and interacting with enslaved staff, or being 

inspected and purchased by enslavers. Further, the property would also have been a place where 

enslaved people resided. 

 

Slave Ownership and Architecture at the Texada House 

Throughout the far reaches of the Spanish empire, through the Caribbean, Central, South, and 

North America, Spanish law governed the practice of enslavement. It differed in some ways from 

the French Code Noir and in spirit acknowledged enslaved individuals as having souls and being 

spiritual equals to those who owned them. An important aspect of Spanish law which many 

enslaved people were able to employ was coartación, which was the right of self-purchase. 

Enslaved people also could and did take their owners to court over violations of their proscribed 

rights. In 1795, an enslaved resident of Natchez did just that. Amy Lewis filed a petition for 

freedom, asserting that because she had given birth to the son of her late master, who had 

declared his intent to free her, and was recognized by the community as his common law wife, 

she and her son should be freed.54 In 1796, Governor Gayoso granted Lewis’ request for a lawyer 

and appointed Don Manuel Texada to represent her in her case against the heirs of Asahel Lewis. 

 
54 Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, Natchez Trace Collection, 

Provincial and Territorial Records, Natchez, Nov. 1794 – Oct. 1797. 
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Texada took on the cases and records indicate that he argued strongly for his client. He called 

witnesses to testify on Amy Lewis’ behalf and represented the relationship between owner and 

enslaved woman thus: 

 

Asahel Lewis, upon buying her, began to corrupt her, wanting to have secret and illicit 

dealings with her, by way of offering her liberty. Although she resisted, he persisted with 

the matter, sometimes with caresses, sometimes with threats and even punishments, so 

that she condescended to the desires of her master, being assured that this would give her 

freedom.55 

 

Such a description is notable for the fact that it clearly casts Amy Lewis as the victim whose 

rights were violated. Instead of criminalizing and sexualizing the victim, it dignifies her as being 

owed justice under the law. As the case went on, Texada gathered further testimony from 

neighbors that Asahel and Amy always ate together, shared a bed even when staying a night at 

someone else’s home, and went on horseback rides together, making the case that Amy had 

performed the duties of a free wife under false pretenses and had earned her promised freedom. 

Still further on in the trial Texada protested the delays in the hearings and in October 1797 

attempted to have the trial moved to New Orleans. By then, the end of Spanish rule was already 

in progress, and Amy Lewis’ case would never be resolved.  

 

While Texada was busy arguing the case of Amy Lewis, he was also himself a slave owner. On 

July 13, 1797, he bought a Jamaican woman named “Maria” and on August 4, 1797, he 

purchased from Maria Pasqual y Sovillas (Solibellas, wife of Miguel Solibellas) a 35-year-old 

woman named Queen. According to the transaction, this woman was purchased previously by 

the Solibellas’ for $350 and Manuel Texada paid for her in “diverse effects.”56 This sale proves 

not only that Texada was purchasing slaves, but that the Solibellas owned slaves: possibly Queen 

could have been residing in one of the buildings on Lot 3, Square 2.  

 

Texada owned slaves both on his Concordia Parish, Louisiana plantation and in Natchez.57 Since 

it appears that the Texadas did not immediately move into the house on Lot 3 Square 2, it is 

unknown who might have been living in the quarters when the whole of the house was rented for 

a hotel, from its opening before 1805 until 1807. No records for slaves of W. H. Beaumont or 

John Callender have been found. Possibly, Texada could have rented out the building to a slave 

owner who did not have a quarter for slaves on their own property. Once the Texadas moved to 

the property, however, it is likely that enslaved people they owned lived in the quarters on the 

property. In the 1816 Territorial census, Texada was listed as owning fourteen slaves. At the time 

of Texada’s death in 1817, Lot 3 Square 2 was recognized as the place where he had been 

 
55 Ibid., Sept. 29, 1796 in Peter Weiss, University of Texas at Austin 

“Monarchs, Subjects, Masters and Slaves: Power and Loyalty in the Spanish 

Lower Mississippi Valley, 1786 – 1803” (2009), 14. 
56 McBee, Book C, 131, entry p. 487. 
57 Many wealthy Natchez residents owned plantations across the Mississippi 

River in Louisiana which were managed by overseers while they maintained 

their primary residence in the town of Natchez or its suburbs. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 

Texada House and Quarters (Texada Tavern)  Adams, Mississippi 
Name of Property              County and State 
 

Section 8 page 33 
 

residing and fifteen enslaved people – six men, four women, two girls, two boys, and an 

unnamed child – were included in his household inventory, listed as follows:  

Humphrey a man $850 

Wilson “ $900 

Moses “ $900 

Jim “ $900 

Bob “ $850 

Bristre “ short sighted $500 

Ann and child $750 

Nelly, girl $700 

Patience $650 

Mary $700 

Little Ann $650 

Jinny girl $400 

Michael a boy $300 

Humphrey a child $10058 

These names are confirmed with only slight spelling differences in the agreement in which the 

Texadas divided the estate amongst themselves. Mehale and John were to take Lot 3 Sq 2 with 

all edifices, improvements and buildings and Wilson, Nelly, Jim, Patience, Moses, and Jane. 

Joseph was to take other property and Brister, Bob, Humphreys, Michael and Little Humphrey, 

Anne and her youngest child not yet named, Mary, and Little Anne. These enslaved people might 

have performed all types of domestic services for the Texada’s including cooking, laundry, 

personal attendant, as well as tending to the carriage house.  

 

Although the exact chronology of the buildings on the property is uncertain, it is certain that 

there were multiple out houses including a kitchen by 1798, when it was sold to Texada. In W. 

H. Beaumont’s 1806 advertisement, it was mentioned that a stable would soon be provided. The 

earliest known site plan of the property was depicted on the 1864 “Map of the Defences of 

Natchez and Vicinity” and shows the present brick kitchen and frame quarters buildings, plus a 

carriage house behind and what appears to be a large garden to the side of the house. An 1886 

Sanborn map shows the same outbuilding footprints.  

 

Together, these buildings would not only have been the dwelling and workspaces of enslaved 

people, but would have shaped the outdoor space in which much of their daily lives took place. 

As is discussed in the related MPDF “Outbuildings and Spaces of Enslavement and Service in 

the Natchez District of Mississippi: Town, Suburban Villa, and Plantation, 1790-1939,” the 

experience of being an enslaved servant cannot be interpreted through the inside of buildings 

alone. So much of the day to day lives of enslaved people was spent in the work yards and the 

spaces between buildings that it is critical to see outdoors spaces as contributing to significance 

in association with slavery. The outdoor space of the Texada property as framed by the house, 

kitchen/quarter, and wood-frame quarter is a key aspect of the property’s overall significance.  

 
58 Texada family Papers, Mss# 519, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley 

Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 
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This layout of this particular property is unusual for urban enslaved service buildings in Natchez 

and nationally. The significant difference is the orientation of the wood quarters with galleries 

and doors facing the street. The placement of two-story quarters behind and perpendicular to the 

main house like a detached ell was very common, or became so in the early 19th century. The 

placement of the quarter parallel behind the house also occurred in Natchez and other cities. 

However, in both cases, the service building generally faced inward toward the main house 

and/or the yard. Commonly, the quarters had no opening across the back elevations and 

ingress/egress of the building was very much within view of the main house. Often, a high brick 

wall surrounded the complex, limiting access in and out of the property and preventing enslaved 

people from casual meetings and interactions with people from outside their compound. In cities 

such as New Orleans and Charleston, these walled compounds were a common feature that came 

to define how both free and enslaved residents experienced the urban space in their daily lives.59  

 

Although walled compounds were not as standard in Natchez, the arrangement of buildings 

typically does keep the service quarters sequestered and/or oriented toward the main house.60 An 

example two and a half blocks southeast on Washington Street from the Texada House is the 

Peter Isler House, which was constructed c. 1818 along with its brick two-story kitchen/quarter. 

As shown on the below map, the quarter is tucked behind the house on a perpendicular axis. 

Since this property is not on the corner, there is limited communication between the street and 

the service space. 
 

 

 

Figures 18 & 19: Peter Isler House and 

Quarter. 

 

 
59 Wade, 61.; Gina Haney, “Understanding Antebellum Charleston’s Backlots 

Through Light, Sound, and Action,” in Slavery in the City: Architecture and 

Landscapes of Urban Slavery in North America, ed. Clifton Ellis and Rebecca 

Ginsburg (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2017), 87-105. 
60 It should be noted that the present wall around the Texada yard was not 

original but built as part of the 1969 restoration of the house restoration 

by New Orleans architect Samuel Wilson. This perhaps affirms Wade’s argument 

that not only did walled compounds define the experience of cities such as 

New Orleans in the nineteenth century, but their lingering presence in the 

twentieth century continued to be imprinted on the psyche of residents. 
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The c. 1815 kitchen/quarters at Gloucester and the c. 1818 & c. 1850s kitchen/quarter at 

Monmouth are two unusual examples of dependencies with galleries on the elevation away from 

the courtyard, but as both of these are suburban villas, neither are facing a public street. The c. 

1854 kitchen/quarter at the Dr. Dubs Townhouse is the closest comparable to Texada wood 

quarters in its proximity to the street (Photo 19). It is also a corner property. At another corner 

property, the Quegles House, the quarter also faces the street, however it is set well back, so that 

it is more oriented to the courtyard. At the same time, it is not cut off from the street.  

  

 
Figures 20 & 21: Dr. Dubs Townhouse and Quarter. 

 

 

 

 
Figures 22 & 23: Quegles House and Quarter. 
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In none of these cases, however are the quarters paired with another dependency in the fashion of 

the Texada buildings, in which the wood quarter is so far from the main house and set 

perpendicular to the kitchen/quarter shaping a yard behind these buildings and away from the 

main house. Even though the wood quarter does not have openings on its rear, with no barrier to 

prevent walking around to the back, this space could easily have provided a secluded spot where 

enslaved people might interact outside of the view of any master. Whereas Wade and others have 

argued that such spaces as alleys were too threatening for slave owners in many places to allow, 

at the Texada property, through the very construction of these two buildings in this manner, the 

property owners were responsible for the creation of a semiprivate outdoor space within the 

domain of the enslaved work yard and easy access to the street.61 Such nooks behind 

unfenestrated buildings are obvious retreats for private and even illicit behavior in any era of 

human society. 

 

 
Figures 24 & 25: Rear of Texada Quarters. 

 

Meanwhile, all four chambers of the wood quarter faced the street and would have been close 

enough to be able to talk with someone on the street from a door, window, or gallery. This is not 

a situation in which the activities of enslaved people could be closely supervised and controlled 

by owners. Its arrangement would create an experience somewhere between the freedom of 

staying off of the enslaver’s property and living in a quarter sequestered behind an owner’s 

house.  

 

 
61 Wade, 61. 
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The wood quarter is also exceptional for its intact cypress sheathed interior. The boards, which 

are 18” wide on average exhibit their sash saw marks and have many knots and imperfections 

that make this a much cruder finish than the plastered interiors of most of the surviving urban 

quarters in Natchez and other towns and cities. The spaces between the boards would also allow 

much more air infiltration, which would make the spaces harder to keep warm in the winter. The 

walls do show one element of decoration aspect added through the years: a blue green pigmented 

limewash. This is most evident in the upper chambers where earlier layers of white limewash can 

be seen peeking through layers with different hues of pale blue-green (Photo 23).  

 

The pattern of blue over white limewash layers is similar to findings of paint analysis at the 

Aiken-Rhett kitchen and quarters in Charleston. There, the walls were found to have been 

whitewashed for the first six generations of finish, which might represent annual repainting. The 

seventh generation was gray, the eight generation was yellow, and the ninth was sky blue. The 

blue pigment in that case was identified as a synthetic ultramarine, first synthesized in 1828. 

Blue pigments were generally expensive and this was true of synthetic ultramarine. In the case of 

the Aiken-Rhett quarters the same pigment was found to have been used in the main house, so it 

was theorized that leftovers from decoration of the house were used in the quarters.62 Pigmented 

limewashes have also been found in spaces where enslaved people lived and worked at other 

sites in Charleston and beyond. It is impossible to know if such color applications were simply 

due to the availability of materials already on hand or if there were any other factors at play. 

Likely the decision regarding the finish to be applied was made by the owner, but it is unknown 

if enslaved people had any choice in the matter. Overall, paint analyst Susan Buck observed uses 

of bright colors in the work and sleeping spaces enslaved persons to be in contrast with more 

subdued colors in the main houses of the same sites. Whatever the reasons behinds these 

finishes, she concluded that they are “far removed from the whitewashed slave houses described 

in plantation journals, and it is also drastically different from the current interpretation of 

sanitized whitewashed slave spaces at many comparable urban sites.”63 Further, such finishes 

could lend insights into the post emancipation years of life in these buildings. At the Heyward-

Washington House kitchen/laundry building, royal blue washes were applied after generations of 

whitewash, possibly as late as the 1880s.64 In such cases, even further questions arise about who 

might have been making decisions about the finish colors. 

 

At the Texada property, the 1817 inventory of Manuel Texada’s estate provides the only glimpse 

of the enslaved people who would have lived and worked there until 1860. In the time between 

1817 and 1854, aside from the legislature, it is unknown who was renting and residing on the 

premises. In 1853, when the property was transferred from Mr. and Mrs. Edward Turner to their 

daughter Elizabeth Frances (Fanny) Turner Conner, it was described as “a large double brick 

house and out houses, kitchen, stables, carriage houses & etc.” In 1854, Alexander Carr 

Ferguson purchased half of the double house property, consisting of 30’-4” along Wall Street 

 
62 Susan L. Buck, “Paint Discoveries at the Aiken-Rhett House Kitchen and 

Slave Quarters,” Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture 10 (2005), 193. 
63 Ibid., 196. 
64 Ibid. 
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and no specification of the out houses.65 In 1860, Ferguson, who was a banker, owned five 

enslaved people: a forty-year old woman, two twenty-four year-old women, a nineteen year old 

man, and a twelve year-old boy. These enslaved people would have been emancipated in 1863 

and may have left the property then or prior, or, possibly, could have stayed on as hired servants. 

In 1865, the house of A.C. and Kate Ferguson was possessed for military purposes by Union 

Brigadier General John Wynn Davidson, Commander of the District of Natchez. The inventory 

of the house at that time included a kitchen, in which was one stove, two tables, and one 

cupboard; and a wash house, in which was five wash tubs, one ironing table, one ironing board, 

one brass kettle, and one clothes rack.66 

 

From the Civil War through the end of the period of significance, the only information on 

residents of the kitchen and quarters of the former Texada property comes from directories and 

census records. By the end of the nineteenth century, the main house was used for boarders, and 

later it would be divided into many apartments. It does not appear that any of the owners after 

the Fergusons lived on the property themselves. However, the directory and census records show 

that the boarder and renters of the main house were all White, and the residents of the kitchen 

and quarters buildings continued to be all Black through the end of the period of significance in 

the 1940s. As recorded by the 1900 census, the residents of 209 Washington Street, the address 

of the wood-frame quarter were: Caesar Price, a twenty-five year-old minister and nineteen year-

old wife, Mary; Ella Washington, a twenty-one year-old laundress; Louisa (Florence) Robinson, 

a forty-five year old widow; Maria Denham, a fifty-one year-old laundress and eleven year-old 

grandson Abe Smith; Martha Freeman, a forty-five year-old cook; and Phillis White, a thirty-two 

year-old cook. All of these residents were Black and among them, only Louisa Robinson was 

listed as being able to read and write. Three of the eight total were born before emancipation. It 

is possible and even likely that there are discrepancies between this census record and actual 

residents, but it helps to build a picture of who may have been living here. Meanwhile, the 

Washington side of the Texada House was being rented by the extended Kilgarlin family, which 

consisted of twelve people, mostly children. Irish and German ancestry among the family 

demonstrates the changing demographics of Natchez during this period. The right side of the 

house, 222 Wall Street, was rented by another extended Kilgarlin family of eight people. This 

one was headed by Frank Kilgarlin, who was a wood dealer, along with his three sons. 

“Kilgarins Wood Yard” appears in the center of the block behind the Texada House on Sanborn 

maps from 1897 to 1904. One Black family was also listed at 222 Wall: Jordon Williams, a 

sixty-six year-old wood wrapper, wife Indiana Williams, a fifty-five year-old laundress, and son, 

Fred Williams, a twenty-five year-old wood wrapper. It is possible that they resided in the 

kitchen/quarter building. If so, that would place three laundresses and two cooks within the two 

quarters buildings showing the perpetuation of occupations in which enslaved people had been 

employed among African American women. 

 

 
65 Adams County Deed Book KK/253. 
66 List of Furniture in house of Mr. A.C. Ferguson, 1865. Records of Civil War 

Special Agencies of the Treasury Department, Record Group 366, Entry 355, 

National Archives Building, Washington, DC. 
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Figure 26: This image of a Natchez laundress captured in 1940 shows the visibility 

these women would have had on the city streets. Marion Post Wolcott, “Natchez, Miss. 

Aug., 1940. Large and small houses. Farm Security Administration. From Prints and 

Photographs Division, Library of Congress (LOT 1636 (M) [P&P] 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017804295/resource/ accessed Jan. 4, 2023). 

In the 1930 census, eleven White people were recorded as residing as renters in the Texada 

House. Only a husband and wife, William and Mary Roy, were listed at the address of the wood 

quarter. He was a laborer at a box factory and she was a laundress working from home. There is 

no listing for an address that would clearly correspond to the brick kitchen/quarter. According to 

the 1940 census, the residents of 209 Washington Steet (the wood quarter) were John and 

Maggie Washington, ages thirty-seven and thirty-six, a laborer and a laundress working at home; 

John William, age thirty-nine, a laborer; Betty Earle, age forty-two, an office nurse for a 

physician; Dennis and Victoria Seals, ages fifty-three and twenty-two, a laborer and a house 

servant for a private family; Allen Robertson, age forty, a laborer. All of these residents were 

Black and all were noted as having lived at the same place in 1935. While Maggie Washington’s 

occupation as a laundress and Victoria Seals as a house servant show again that African 

American women were still working jobs traditional to African American women since before 

emancipation, Betty Earle’s employment as an office nurse demonstrates an important leap to a 

professional office job and the practice of medicine. It is clear that this corner of Washington and 

Wall Street are associated with over a century of African American heritage and changing social 

patterns in Natchez. The wood quarter, in particular can be interpreted as an exceptionally intact 

space in which people transitioned from enslavement to freedom and negotiated new 

opportunities coupled with the constraints of Jim Crow. 
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Figure 27: This image taken in Natchez in 1935 shows a two-story, four-bay building 

with wood weatherboards and twelve-over-twelve windows similar to how the wood quarter 

might have looked at this time. Ben Shahn, “The home of a Negro family with a Negro 

man and a woman looking out a window,” Resettlement Administration, From Prints and 

Photographs Division, Library of Congress LC-USF33- 006075-M4 [P&P] 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/fsa.8a16403/ accessed Jan. 4, 2023). 

 

At 211 Washington, which may have been an address applied to the brick kitchen quarter in 

1940, lived John and Mary Taylor, each age thirty-one, a cotton laborer and a pecan picker, 

along with a stepson, Andrew Diggs, age fifteen. This family may represent the shift from farms 

to town for many African Americans in this time. Although the couple is recorded as living at the 

same place in 1935, in the 1930 census, Andrew Diggs was listed as living with his mother 

Frances Belton on the Pine Ridge Road in Adams County. Just down the street at number 207, 

the address of the former Texada carriage house, Fanny Richardson, age seventy-four was living 

with her granddaughter, Beatrice Belton and both were employed as laundresses, but in 1910, 

Fanny Richardson had lived on the Palestine Roads as a farmer. At the same time, the White 

residents of the Texada house in 1940 represent a greater degree of transiency. Most of them had 

lived somewhere else in 1935. Another difference in the profiles of the White renters is that 

occupations were listed only for the husbands, indicating that the wages they received were 

sufficient that the White wives did not need to work. Four out of five of the heads of household 

worked in construction.  
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Figure 28: The backside of the Texada House and the side of the kitchen/quarter in 

1940 showing a wooded walkway between the section floor and a brick wall dividing the 

yard of the double house. Note that there is no wall along the street side. Lester 

Jones, Photographer February 21, 1940 “VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST - Washington & Wall Streets 

(House), Natchez, Adams County, MS” Historic American Buildings Survey. From Prints 

and Photographs Division, Library of Congress (HABS MISS,1-NATCH,24—2; 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ms0207.photos.092775p/resource/ accessed December 

14, 2022). 

The ongoing racial segregation between the “big house” of the Texada property and the quarters 

buildings into the 1940s is remarkable, but not exceptional.  It is in fact representative of a more 

widespread phenomenon in which architectural forms, social protocols, and collective memory 

intertwined in a prolonged racial assignment of buildings.67 The subsequent end of African 

American inhabitation when the property was purchased in 1945 is also representative of a wider 

trend of racial segregation and ethnic sorting that began as urban areas exploded nationally in the 

late 19th-century and expanded with suburban development in the twentieth century. This was 

propelled by many factors including segregation laws, redlining, and neighborhood covenants 

and was a dramatic shift from the historically integrated neighborhoods of many Southern towns 

and cities such as Natchez. As stated by Richard Wade,  

 
67 A complex story of racial segregation between two buildings at Poplar 

Forest in Virginia is related in Barbara J. Heath and Lori A Lee, “Memory, 

Race, and Place” History Compass 8/12 (2010): 1352-1368. 
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During the time of the South’s “peculiar institution,” Negro housing was mean but it was 

usually not geographically segregated. In every city in Dixie, blacks and whites lived side 

by side, sharing the same premises if not equal facilities and being constantly in each 

other’s presence.68 

 

The Texada House and Quarters demonstrates that this ingrained pattern remained true for 

decades after the end of slavery.  Increasingly though, in the twentieth century, Black Americans 

were being pushed out of the city centers they had long called home. The long presence of 

African Americans as valuable contributors to and shapers of these urban places was gradually 

wiped away in the public memory. The Texada House and Quarters is a significant reminder of 

one hundred-fifty plus years of interwoven African American and European American daily life 

that shaped the culture of Natchez, the South, and the nation.  

 

Archaeology: Historic – Non-Aboriginal, 1793-1863 

Whereas the above discussion of the standing buildings, period context and documentation 

illuminates some of the significance of this property, there are many unanswered questions about 

the exact chronology of the Texada House and the use of its spaces by enslaved residents, tavern 

guests, and owners, and by African American residents after emancipation. Archaeological 

investigations of the houselot could provide evidence of additional buildings and domestic 

spaces, refine occupations chronology, and more fully illustrate the daily lives of the patrons and 

residents associated with Texada. 

 

It is very clear that a site such as this holds tremendous potential for archaeological findings. 

Archaeological digs completed at other tavern sites discovered an array of artifacts that shed 

light on the daily activities at those sites. Findings could inform understanding of historical 

foodways and material culture. Examples of items found at the Gadsby’s Tavern site in 

Alexandria, Virginia and the Indian Queen tavern site in Fredericksburg, Virginia include plate 

fragments; bottles and storage jugs; silver spoon; saucers fragments and fragments of a hand 

painted teapot; bones from fowl, pigs, and oyster shells, a bone handled toothbrushes, 1798 1 

cent, watch, buttons, pharmaceutical bottle, brass clothing buckle, pipe stems and bowls, wig 

curler, Jew’s harp, marbles, thimbles, needles, and a glass from eyewear.69 The Indian Queen 

excavation identified a building behind the tavern suspected to be a slave dwelling. As concluded 

by principal investigator Kerri S. Barille: 

 

Although half of the population of Fredericksburg was African American in 

1860, very little is known about this entire segment of society. Little is also written about 

other household servants employed in town. The recovery of such a large collection of 

 
68 Wade, 75. 
69 City of Alexandria, Virginia, Gadsby’s Museum, “What Did Archeologists Find 

in the Courtyard?,” https://media.alexandriava.gov/docs-

archives/historic/info/gadsbys/assemblyroomwhatdidarchaeologistsfind.pdf 

(accessed December 8, 2022); Kerri S. Barille, “Where the Dirt Was Deep and 

History Was High: The Archaeology of the Indian Queen Tavern and 616-622 

Caroline Street, Fredericksburg, Virginia (Part II)” Fredericksburg History 

and Biography 6 (2007): 14. 
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personal artifacts surrounding the home allows archaeologists to look at details on their 

lives that would otherwise go unnoticed.71 

 

Although much of this nomination focuses on the association of this property with the African 

American experience in enslavement and freedom, archaeology also holds potential for learning 

more about Spanish Natchez and the occupation by the Solibellas family from 1793-1798.  

Further the site might reveal traces of Natchez life prior to European settlement, as Atkinson 

discovered during his excavations of the William Johnson House complex adjacent to the Texada 

Tavern.72 Even in 1808, Natchez was a place in which people of many ethnic backgrounds came 

together.  In his brief visit, Fortescue Cuming noted “free mulattoes, and French and Spanish 

Creoles – the great mixture of colour of the people on the streets, and in many other 

circumstances” and “a company of Indians.”73 The Texada House and Quarters site has been the 

home, work, and recreation place of a diverse cross-section of Natchez’s cultural groups. 

 

Conclusion 

No other tavern with standing slave quarters of this kind was identified in the course of research 

for this nomination. Clover Hill Tavern in Appomattox, Virginia and DeVault Tavern in 

Jonesboro, Tennessee both have one-story log cabin quarters which contrast sharply with the 

urban compound of the Texada property. It may be that other examples of urban quarters 

associated with taverns do survive, but were not identified due to the combined complication of 

taverns and inns not always being identified under those names and slave quarters often not 

receiving mention in property descriptions. In any case, it is certain that the Texada House 

property with its two quarters is rare if not unique in the surviving built landscape of the United 

States. It provides an exceptional intersection of architecture and social history of taverns and 

enslavement that is significant to our national story.

 
71 Barille, 16. 
72 James Atkinson. “The William Johnson House Complex: Archaeological 

Investigations.” Report submitted to the MDAH, Southeastern Archaeology 

Center, National Park Service, Tallahassee FL, 1999. 
73 Cuming, 320-321. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 

____ previously listed in the National Register 

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

____ designated a National Historic Landmark  

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  #____________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

 

Primary location of additional data:  

__X__ State Historic Preservation Office 

____ Other State agency 

____ Federal agency 

____ Local government 

____ University 

____ Other 

     Name of repository: _____________________________________ 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____001-NAT-0626-NR_and  

            001-NAT-0646-NRD_________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property _2.4______________ 

 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 31.559173  Longitude: -91.406052 

2. Latitude: 31.559334  Longitude: -91.405902 

3. Latitude: 31.559483  Longitude: -91.406123 

4. Latitude: 31.559319  Longitude: -91.406274 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The boundary is rectangular, beginning at the corner of Washington and S. Wall Streets, 

continuing 75.7 along S. Wall Street (width) and 129.5 feet along Washington Street (depth).  
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

The boundaries were selected to include the parcels (41-

112A-38 and 41-112A-39) containing the intact historic 

buildings of the Texada property. The original parcel 

extended to both the west and the north. The current 

boundary excludes an area formerly occupied by two brick 

buildings that were probably a carriage house and a stable. 

It also excludes an area that was historically open and 

possibly was used as a kitchen or ornamental garden. 

Around 1935, this area was subdivided and developed as a 

residential lot (220 S. Wall) and no longer retains integrity 

as part of the historic Texada site. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: Laura Ewen Blokker_________________________________________________ 

organization: __Southeast Preservation      ______________________________________ 

street & number: _11627 Hwy 37________________________ 

city or town: Greensburg______________ state: __LA_______ zip code:__70441__ 

e-mail__lblokker@sepreservation.com____ 

telephone:___225-222-3265___ 

date: January 4, 2023 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

• Maps:  A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources. Key all photographs to this map.  
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21 of 23: Wood-frame quarter and back of house. Camera facing east. 

22 of 23: Side of brick kitchen/quarter and back of wood-frame quarter and yard, camera 

facing southwest. 

23 of 23: Wood-frame quarter showing blue-green and white limewash layers, second floor, 

camera facing northeast. 

 

 

 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 and 
Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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