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1. Name of Property 
llistoric name: Georgetown Methodist Church 
Other names/site number: Georgetown United Methodist Church 

arne o r related multiple property listi ng: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Copiah Countv 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

2. Location 
Street & number: 1002 Lane Avenue 
City or town: Georgetown ____ State: Mississippi ___ County: Copiah 
Not For Publication: D Vicinity: D 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this _x_ nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

fn my opinion, the property _X_ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 
recommend that this property be considered sign ificant at the following 
level(s) of significance: 

national s tatewide _Llocal 
Applicab le National Register Criteria: 

A B X C D 

Signature of certifying officialffitle: Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion , the property _ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: 

Title: 

Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau 
or Tribal Government 
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Georgetown Methodist Church 
Name of Property 

-'· National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the ational Register 

_determined eligib le for the National Register 

_determined not eli gib le for the ational Register 

_ remo ed from the National Register 

_other (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper 

5. Class ifica tion 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private : 0 
Public- Local 0 
Public - State 0 
Public - Federal D 

Category of Property 

(Check onl y one box.) 

Building(s) 

District 

Site 

tructure 

Object 

0 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Sections 1·6 page 2 

Date of Action 

Copiah Co., Mississippi 
County and State 
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Georgetown Methodist Church 
Name or Property 

Number of Resource within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contribut ing oncontri buti ng 
I ----~0 ____ __ 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

Copiah Co., Mississippi 
County and State 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously li sted in the National Register __ 0=----

6. F unction or Usc 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGION/rel igious fac ility 

C urrent Functions 
(Enter categories from instru ctions.) 

RELIGION/religious fac ility 

ecu ons 1-6 page 3 
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Georgetown Methodist Church 
Name of Propeny 

7. Description 

Architectural Clas ification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Cop1ah Co., Mississippi 
County and Stale 

Principal exterior materials of the property: _ wood, brick _________ _ 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location. type. style. 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant fea tures. Indicate whether the property has 
hi storic in tegrity.) 

Summary Paragraph 

Georgetown Methodist Church i located in Georgetown, Mississippi which is a small, quiet 
community 15 miles east of ll az lehurst, the county seat of Copiah County. The church is a one
story vern acular church bu ilt in 1934. The church, located at the corner of Lane A venue and 
l3road Street. is set in a quiet part of town\ ith \ oods to the south (Photo I). 

Na rrative Description 

The Georgetov n Methodist Church is located ncar the southern edge of Georgetown, 
liss i sippi, in a residential neighborhood. The church is slightly set back from Lane Avenue on 

a well-kept lawn, at its inte rsecti on w ith Brood trcct. O th er than some sma ll bushes nanking the 
porch, there i no formal landscape plan. 

cctions 9-cnd page 4 
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Georgetown Methodist Church 
Name of Property 

Exterior 

Copiah Co., Mississippi 
County and State 

The simple T-shaped wood clapboard church faces-. est and has a front-facing gable roof with a 
projecting gabled porch entry. A hi p-roo fed class room wing on the east end of the sanctuary 
runs perpendicular to the sanctuary, creating a T-shape floor plan which is original. The west 
faryade (primary) has central, double-leaf. 6-panel doors. surmounted by a rectangular 2 x 6 
transom. To either side of the doors is a pair of 4/4 wood double-hung windows. The entry is 
sheltered by a simple distyle gabled porch supported by two round columns. There is no 
evidence to suggest whether the round co lumns are ori ginal or rep lacements. The porch gab le 
and main gable have knee-braces. The eaves have decorati ve exposed rafter tails. The gab le 
entry and roof both have vents fo r attic ventilation. The stoop is concrete with brick steps. A 
concrete sidewalk connects the road in front of the church to the fro nt entry and then splits to the 
north and south , continuing around both sides of the building and leading to the classroom 
entries at the rear of the building (Photo2). 

An original hipped-roof classroom wing on the east side of the building runs perpend icular to the 
mai n building and has an original door, matching that of the main entry, on each side, all owing 
fo r ingress and egress (Photo 3). Both doors are original 6-panel wood doors with 4-light 
transoms. The wing contains a classroom and bathrooms. Five wood 6/6 double-hung windows 
with original decorative glass panes are located on the north and south faryades of the sanctuary 
(Photo 4 ). Protective plex i-glass has been installed over the windows on the south facade closest 
to the street (Photo 5). The east faryade has five wood 6/6 double hung windows also wi th 
original decorati ve glass panes. The roof is fi nished with compos ite shingles and the fo undation 
is made of brick piers. The perimeter of the foundation of the classroom wing has been infilled 
with brick in a '' latticed'' fashion (Photo 6). There has been no known alteration to the exterior of 
the building other than this and the roof. 

Interior 

The front entry leads directl y into a large sanctuary (Photo 7). The wa lls are horizontal wood 
bead board painted white. The bottom portion has a stained wood wainscoting of vert ical bead 
board . The materials are original. The floors are original heart pine wood, covered by 
commercial low profile carpet. The ceilings are white painted bead board. On the north and 
south walls are protrud ing chimney flues covered with bead board . These flues were once used 
for the stove heaters (Photo 8). Four sets of original ·' chool house .. lights ill um inate the 
sanctuary. The front of the sanctuary has an updated railing to create a pulpit area (Photo 9). 

At the rear ofthe sanctuary. to each side of the pulpit, are two wood, two-paneled, doors wi th 
simple wood trim. These doors lead to a large classroom (Photo I 0). Evidence suggests that a 
wa ll once separated the room into four small classrooms. One men's and one women ·s 
bathroom is located at the rear corners of the classroom. The materia ls in the classroom are the 
same as the sanctuary, white bead board and commercia l low profi le carpet over wood noors. 
Between the bath rooms and classroom is ev idence of another set of flues. These form diagona ls 
where the bathroom wa ll meets the rear of the classroom. They are covered with bead board. 

ections 9-cnd page 5 
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Georgetown Methodist Church Copiah Co , Mississippi 
Name of Property County and State 

The bathroom wal ls are covered in sheet of light paneled '"ood. Th is ' as added at a later date 
and i not ori gina l to the building. The bui lding docs not have central air. Electric heaters 
provide heat. 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable Na tional Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Regisrer 
listing.) 

D 
D 
0 

D 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contrib ution to the 
broad pancrns of our history. 

B. Property is associated with the li ves of persons signifi cant in our past. 

C. Property embod ies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period. or method of 
construction or represents the \ ork of a master. or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a signilicant and distinguishable entity whose componenrs lack 
ind ividual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded. or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark ·'x" in all the boxes that app ly.) 

0 Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

D B. Removed from its original location 

D C. A birthplace or grave 

D D. A cemetery 

D E. A reconstructed building, objec t, or structure 

D F. A commemorati ve property 

D G. Less than 50 year old or achiev ing signiti cance with in the past 50 years 

Section s 9-end page 6 
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Georgetown Methodist Church 
Name of Property 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructi ons.) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 
1934 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

n/a 

C ultural Affiliation 
n/a 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

ections 9-end page 7 
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ta tcmcnt of ignificance urn mary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of igni ficance. applicable cri teria. ju ti fication for the period of igni ficance. and any 
applicable criteria considerations.) 

The Georgetown Methodist Church is eligible for listing on the 1 ational Regi ster of Hi toric 
Place under Criterion C for association with Archit<.:cturc. The building is a good example of 
vernacular church form. 13uilt in 1934 and dedicated in 1936. it is the onl y vernacular. wood, 
gable-front church in Georgeto,..,n. 

Narrative tatemcnt of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance .) 

The congregation of GeorgetO\ n Methodist Church fir t met in a .. house" as early as the 1850s.1 

On April 22. 1882, and again one year later on April 23, 1883, tornadoes hit Georgeto' n and 
destroyed the church. Many lives' ere lost in the 1883 incident.2 It is not known' hether the 
t\ o previous buildings were located on the same piece of property as the present church. 
Accordi ng to some of the older members of the church, the previous sanctuary burned around 
1929.3 Older members heard that a loca l carpenter named Moore Dickerson bui lt the church, bur 
there is no documentary evidence to about the bu ilding's construction.4 

The GeorgetO\ n Methodist Church ' as originally part of the Brookhaven District. The present 
church was built under the leadership of L.T. Nelson during his 41

h year as pastor. elson served 
as pastor 1932 - 1934. The church was not completed, however, until after the session ofthe 
conference in 1934. The first service in the bui lding was the first service conducted by G. E. 
Al lan. pastor 1935 - 1936. A dedication ceremony took place ovember 6, 1936. Dr. Charles 
W. Cri ler, pre iding elder of the Brookhaven District, preached a sermon and dedicated the 
church shortly thereafter. An adjourned sess ion of the 4'11 quarter conference was held in the 
afternoon. A special invitation was extended to all former pastors to be present. 5 

Georgetown' as once a thriving tO\\ n along a main railroad line. but the population dwindled 
' hen the Gulf, Mobile & Ohio merged with the lllinoi Central railroad in the 1970's. The smal l 
community ha a sma ll Methodist following ami therefore has had to reduce services to once per 
month . The church is maintained primari ly by the family of Carolyn Beasley, a church member 
since the 1970s. Ms. Beasley and her fami ly, the Board ofTrustees, and the members of the 
church have maintained the building to the present and are interested in ensuring that the 
building is appreciated for its historica l significance. 

' "GeorgetO\ n, June otice, .. New Orleans Christian Advocate, July 5, 1856. 
' ·· 1883 Georgetown Cyclone." ew Orleans Christian Advocate, May 3, 1883. 
' Beasley. Carol. Personal Interv iew. June. 2009. 
• Beasley, Carol. Personal lntervic\ . June, 2009. 

"Georgetown Church Dedication... ew Orleans Christian Advocate, October 15. 1936. 

ccti ons 9-cnd page 8 
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Church build ings symbolize a comm itment by their congregations to the community and a 
certain level of pennanence within the development of the tO\ n. In evaluating churches, it must 
be determined whether the building is architec turally significant as a' ell -crafted example of a 
recognized architectural movement, and, if so, whether it reta ins sufficient integrity of design 
and workmanship to acc urately convey that significance. Four factors can be used in making 
distinctions. They are age. rarity of the building's architectura l fo rm, craftsmanship, and 
ph ysical integrity. 

Hi toric religious build ings in Copiah County include simple frame, vernacular, gable-front 
bu ildings as we ll as buildings constructed in the Queen Anne, Gothic Revival 

eoc lass ica l Revival, and Craftsman styles. The Georgetown United Methodist Church is a 
vernacular, frame, gab le-front church bu ilding with a high degree of integrity. 

The interior and ex terio r mainta in a high degree of integrity. The orig inal wood siding and wood 
doors are extant along with I 5 original wood 6/6 double-hung wi ndows and fo ur 4/4 wood 
double- hung ' indo\ s. A II 6/6 windows contain original decorative glass panes. The two 
double-entry front doors match the two rear exterior doors. The exterior foot print has not been 
al tered and the brick piers are original. 

The interior has original bead board wa lls and wa inscoting along with original lights, pews, and 
heart pine fl ooring throughout. Chimneys flues were left in place in the main sanctuary and the 
rear classrooms. No heating or ai r conditioning has been installed. 

The only other extant chu rch in Georgetown is the First Baptist Church. The church bu ilding, 
bu ilt in c. l925 in the eo-c lassica l style is rad ically different from the simpler Methodist church. 

The Pleasant Valley Method ist Church (NR, 1996) and the Tabernacle Methodist Church (NR, 
1996), both near Hazlehurst, MS, are similar to the Georgetown Methodist Church. Although 
both the Pleasant Va lley and Tabernacle churches are much older, the continu ity of design and 
materials illustrate the continuing reliance on this vernacular building style for rura l and small 
tov n churches in Mississippi. 

The Registration Requirements for Rel igious Resources are discussed on pages 67-69 of 
the MPS cover document entitled "Histori c and Architectural Resources of Copiah County, 
Mississippi ." The Georgetown Methodist Church was eva luated using the Mississ ippi 
Department of Arc hi ves and History's guidelines for assessing vernacular churches and was 
fo und to be elig ible because it is a rare surviving example of a wood frame. gable-front church 
and it di splays a high degree of architectural integrity. The bu ilding also retains integrity of 
fee li ng and association. 

eel ions 9-cnd page 9 
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9. Maj or Bibliogra phical References 

Copiah Co., Mississippi 
County and State 

Bibliogra phy (Cite the books, artic les, and other sou rces used in preparing th is form.) 

Beasley, Ca rol. Pe rsonal Interview. June, 2009. 

·· 1883 Georgetown Cyclone,' ' New Orleans Chrisrian Advocare, May 3, 1883. 

"Georgeto\ n Church Dedication .. 1 ew Orleans Chrisrian Advocare, October 15. 1936. 

"GeorgctO\ n. June otice." ew Orleans Chrisrian Advocare. July 5, 1856. 

"Charges of the li ssissippi Conference and the Pastors Serving Them - Georgetown,'' 
Al erhodism in rhe Mississippi Conference 1920 - 1939, pg. 25 1. 

Mis issippi Dept. of Archives and History, Preservation Division. '·Georgetown Methodist 
Church, Georgetown Histor ic Resource Inventory, SHPO inventory tile. June 14, 1994. 

Pr evious documentation on fil e (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual li sting (36 CFR 67) has been requ ested 
__ previously listed in the National Register 
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
__ designated a ational Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings urvcy # _____ _ 
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ----
-- recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # -----

Primary loca tion of addi tiona l da ta: 

_ X _ _ State Historic Preservation Office 
__ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Loca l government 
__ University 

Other 

1 arne of reposito ry: ---------- --------

Histo r ic Resou rces u rvcy Num ber (if assigned): 029-GE0-0003 _ _ _ _ __ _ 

cctions 9-cnd page I 0 
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Name or Property 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property _ __:...I =ac=' rc..=e ____ _ 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/ longitude coordinates 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees) 
Datum if other than WGS84: ---,----
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
I. Latitude: Longitude: 

2. Latitude: Longitude: 

3. Latitude: Longitude: 

4. Latitude: Longitude: 

See Continuation Sheet 

Or 
UTM References 
Datum (ind icated on USGS map): 

D NAD 1927 or D NAD 1983 

I. Zone: Easting: 

2. Zone: Easting: 

3. Zone: Easting: 

4 . Zone: Easting : 

cctions 9-cnd page I I 

No rth ing: 

Northing: 

North ing: 

orth ing: 

Copiah Co., Mississippi 
County and State 
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Georgetown Methodtst Church 
Name of Propeny 

Verbal Boundary Descrip tion (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

Copiah Co . Mississippi 
County and State 

Lot nine (9) and ten ( I 0) of quare four ( 4) in the town of Georgetown, Copiah County, 
Mississippi according to the otlicial plat of the town of Georgetown on fil e in the chancery 
clerk 's oftice ofCopiah County, lississippi . 

Boundary Justifica tion (Explain why the boundaries ' ere selected.) 

The boundary is the lot wh ich the church sits upon. 

I I. Form Prepared By 

name/title: Tricia Ne lson 
organi zation: Preservation Consultant 
street & number: _ .:....P..:::O:......::::B..::::o..:..:x--=9'-'9'-"5"-----------------
city or tO\ n: Crystal Springs 
e-mail LM elson I O(@aol.com 

state: MS __ zip code:....;..>""".,9'--'0'"""5-=-9 __ _ 

telephone:_60 1-94 1-3 182. _______ __ _ 
date: August 8. 20 IS 

Additional Documentation 

Subm it the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map or equi valent (7.5 or 15 minute seri es) indicating the property's 
location. 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

ections 9-end page I 2 
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Name of Property 

Photographs 

Cop1ah Co., MISSISSippi 
County and State 

ubmit clear and descripti ve photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x 1200 pixels 
(minimum). 3000x2000 preferred. at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn' t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 

Photo Log 

ame of Property: Georgetown lcthodist Church 

City or Vicinity : Georgetown 

County: Copiah tate: 1S 

Photographer: T r icia Nelson 

Date Photographed: June 2009 and July 20 14 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, inc lude descript ion of view indicating direction of 
camera: 

I of 10: 

2 of 10: 

3 of 10: 

4 of 10: 

5 of I 0: 

6 of 10: 

7 of 10: 

8 of 10: 

MS_ Copiah County_Georgetown Methodist Church_OOO I 
View From Church 

MS_Copiah County_Georgetown Methodist Church_0002 
West Facade 

MS _ Copiah County_ Georgetown Methodist Church_ 0003 
East Facade 

MS_Copiah County_Georgetown Methodist Church_0004 
North Facade 

MS_Copiah County_Georgetown Methodi t Church_OOOS 
outh Facade 

M _ Copiah Coun ty_ Georgetown Methodist Church_ 0006 
Foundation 

MS_Copiah County_Gcorgeto\ n Methodi t Church_0007 
Front o f anctuary 

MS_Copiah County_Gcorgetown lethodist Church 0008 
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9 of 10: 

10 of 10: 

Chimney Flue 

M _Copiah County_Georgcto\ n Mcthodi t Church_0009 
anctuary 

M _Copiah County_Georgeto' n Methodist Church_OO IO 
Large Classroom 

Copiah Co., Mississippi 
County and State 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Th1s information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Histone 
Places to nominate propert1es for listing or determme eligibility for listing. to list properties. and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request IS required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended ( 16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 100 hours per response Including 
time for reviewing mstructions. gathering and maintaining data. and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
th1s burden est1mate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the lntenor. 
1849 C. Street. NW. Washington. DC. 
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