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5. Classification

Ownership of Property: Private Number of Resources within Property:
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Category of Property: Site Contributing Noncontributing

0 0 buildings

1 0 sites

1 0 structures

0 0 objects

2 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register

N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions: Domestic - village site
Religion - religious facility, ceremoniai site
Funerary - graves/burials

Current Functions: Landscape - other: domestic yard

7 Description

Architectural Classification(s):
n/a

Materials:
foundation:
roof:

walls:
other

Narrative Description:

See Continuation Sheets
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

A

>
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Property is associated with events that

have made a significant contribution to

the broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components lack individual
distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations:

Property is:
A
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Narrative Statement of Significance:

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object,or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

See continuation sheets.

Areas of Significance
Archaeology - Prehistoric

Period of Significance
ca. A.D. 800 to 1700

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person(s)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation(s)
Late Coles Creek Period,
Balmoral and Gordon Phases
(ca. A.D. 900-1200),
Plaguemine Period:

Anna, Foster, and Emerald
Phases (ca. A.D. 1200-1700)

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
___preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested.
____previously listed in the National Register
___previously determined eligible by the National Register

See continuation sheet.

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

____Local government

___designated a National Historic Landmark _X_ University
____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey ____ Other
# Name of repository:

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

B

Mississippi Department of Archives and History,

and Harvard University
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: |}

UTM References: r - -

Verbal Boundary Description See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle: David Abbott

organization: Mississippi Department of Archives and History date: April 1, 2004
street & number: P. O. Box 571 telephone: 601-576-6943
city or town: Jackson state: MS Zip code: 39205-0571

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner(s)

name:

street & number:
city or town:

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register
of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend
existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

The Ratcliffe Mound Archaeological Site consists of the remains of an aboriginal mound and
an associated village midden located on the

The first recorded excavation of the Ratcliffe site was in 1924 by Warren King Moorehead.
Although he excavated at approximately 22 sites in the area, his report on these excavations
is limited to a few pages at the back of his 1932 Etowah studies. The following excerpt is the report

A small mound, eight feet high, is located

of his excavations at Ratcliffe:
Village site material is much in ev.r!ence. Hegroes ||wng In t!e neighborhood

reported that many skeletons and clay vessels had been found during farming operations.
We discovered one badly decayed skeleton, and a decorated bowl with interesting design
shown in Near this same burial, 20 inches from the surface,
we removed a stone plate shown in

In 1971 the Lower Mississippi Valley Survey (LMS) of Harvard University was able to relocate the site
from Moorehead's description. Excavations took place in August of 1971. The following is from their
excavation report on the Ratcliffe Site:

In 1971, the Ratcliffe mound was a rounded structure, approximately 25m in diameter, and 2m high
at the center. It probably had been subjected to repeated plowings sometime in the past, but was
covered in thick woods at the time of our investigations. Some trees on the mound were at least fifty
years old, and it is probable that even in Moorehead's time agriculture had ceased to be practiced at
this location. A pothole at the summit appeared to have been dug some time ago, and may have
been Moorhead'’s. There was no evidence of recent disturbance (Brain et al. n.d.).

Two 2x2m excavation units were placed on the south and northeast sides of the mound near the
base. Both were excavated in 20cm or 25¢cm arbitrary levels until undisturbed subsoil was reached at
approximately 100cm below the mound surface. Postholes were placed across the mound to confirm the
stratigraphy present in the units. The lack of stratigraphy in the mound fill revealed that the mound was
constructed in one building episode. Fatherland sherds, a triangular stone knife, and pebble adze present in
the fill indicate that it was constructed in the Emerald phase (AD 1500- AD 1700). The presence of North and
red-slipped Fatherland ceramics on the summit suggest that the post-construction occupation of the mound
continued late into the Emerald phase (Brain et al. n.d.).
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The LMS field crew excavated posthole tests in the field surrounding the mound in an effort to locate
remains of the village location. An area ||| NEGTTNNNEGEGEGEGEGEE 2 found to have the
densest concentration of artifacts. Two 1x2m excavation units were opened and then extended into a 1x4m
trench. A larger irregular excavation area was opened upon the discovery of a feature. A mound of soil had
been pushed over the feature (presumably in relatively recent times) sealing off a 50cm deep by 3m in
diameter area of midden. The contents of this feature were excavated as one level and provided the best
sample of Emerald phase ceramics found in the course of the Natchez survey. The range of ceramics
present on the site indicate that it was occupied during the Balmoral, Gordon, Anna, and Foster phases (AD
900-AD 1500) with the strongest occupation during the Emerald Phase (Brain et al. n.d.).

The Raitcliffe site was revisited by David Abbott of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History
and Joe V. Franks lll in March of 2004 to evaluate the present condition of the site. The mound had been
cleared of trees and it and the surrounding field were planted in grass ). The

is visible on the surface (in the treeline and across the field) wherever

ground cover is not present.
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Statement of Significance

The Ratcliffe Mound site possesses statewide significance under National Register Criterion D, in
that it has yielded and retains the potential to yield information relative to a number of important research
topies including prehistoric subsistence and Natchez sociopolitical organization.

No archaeological evidence of maize has ever been found at any Coles Creek period sites (Fritz and
Kidder 1993), even though the locations of the sites indicate that rich bottomlands ideal for agriculture were
favored. Skeletal analysis indicates that the populations of the period relied heavily on starchy seeds and
may have made use of a variety of other native cultigens in addition to gathering (Galloway 1995:46-47). The
Ratcliffe site, with its late Coles Creek period component (Balmoral and Gordon phases), has the potential to
yield data about the local subsistence patterns of the late Coles Creek period as well as data regarding the
timing of the subsequent introduction of maize agriculture to the region in the Plaguemine period.

Around the middle of the 16" century there appears to have been a population collapse in the lower
Mississippi valley (Ramenofsky 1985) that may have been precipitated by diseases introduced by the
passage of the DeSoto expedition to the north. This depopulation caused groups to migrate and amalgamate
with other groups in an attempt to maintain a culturally proper model of settliement of which population size
was a part (Galloway 1995: 138). The Natchez adopted a number of other groups into their territory. Two of
these, the Grigra and Tioux, were from the Tunican linguistic stock and were remnants of a larger
Mississippian culture that had lived in the Yazoo basin to the north (Brown 1885:2). The Tioux were adopted
in the late 17" century, but the Grigra joined the Natchez long before the French established the Louisiana
colony (Brown 1978b).

lan Brown, by retracing the route of Bienville's army through historic accounts, has tentatively placed
the location of the . The unusual occurrence of Mississippian shell-
tempered ceramics (Mississippi Plain, Barton Iincised, Nodena Red and White, Winterville Incised) in addition
to the local grog-tempered ware would support the ethnic identification of the Ratcliffe site as a ’
The presence of the mound constructed in the Emerald phase with continued occupation of its summit late
into the Emerald phase might indicate that Ratcliffe is the ceremonial center |JJJl] (Brown 1978b).

As an archaeologically identifiable ethnic group, study o] 'ixe Ratcliffe could shed light on
the cultural adaptations made by the Natchez and their neighbors in the face of depopulation by disease and
European aggression (Brown 1985; Brain et al. n.d.) Such adaptations include the marriage rules reported by
the French (referred to by Brain as the “Natchez Paradox”) that favored rank exogamy and would have sped
the assimilation of adopted groups (Brain et al. n.d.; Galloway 1991: 60). A comparison of
lcould be used to understand the rate at which these groups were assimilated into the Natchez. In 1713
the creation of a French trading post in the Natchez territory led to a political split among the Natchez. The
villages of Fatherland, Flower, and Tioux remained loyal to the French, while the more northerly villages
(White Apple, Jenzenaque, and Grigra), opposed the French presence in the area (Brown 1973: 6-7).
Excavation at Ratcliffe and other [JiJ should also answer questions about how differing political ties
may have led to unequal access to European goods.
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Attachment B

a D

Figure 101. a: Jar from Rateliffe mound, near Natchez, Miss.
b: Jar from Emerald mound, near Natchez, Miss. S. 1-4.

B. Photograph of vessel found during excavations by Moorehead in the early 1920's (on
left). (After Moorehead 1932: Figure 101.)






