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OWNER'S NAME:

Grand Gulf Military Park Cnmmissi nn
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Jackson

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Office of Chancery Clerk, Claiborne
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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent CD Good | | Fair Q Deteriorated Q Ruins l~l Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered [~] Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved |X1 Original Site

There are no structures remaining from the tpwn 
which was incorporated in 1833. Prior to the devastation 
wrought upon the town by Federal forces in 1862, a storm in 
1853 had caused extensive damage.

Grand Gulf received its name from the large whirl 
pool formed as the Mississippi River struck a great rock 
formation near the town, but even the river has deserted Grand 
Gulf. The Mississippi River changed its course in 1929, leav 
ing the area of the gunboat positions high and dry. Now the 
river which once flowed practically at the foot of Fort Wade 
is almost a half mile away.

The existing earthworks at Grand Gulf are in a re 
markable state of preservation. Rifle pits and gun embrasures m 
are very much intact after the passing of over a century.

Dug into the side of the Point of Rock, about forty 
feet above the gulf, For_t_Co..bun .was protected by a parapet 
nearly forty feet thick. Here was located the upper battery, 
mounting at the time of the attack, two 32-pounder rifles, 
one 8-inch Dahlgren, and a 30-pounder Parrott rifle, with
extensive rifle pits.

cz
Fort Wade, the lower fort, just behind the ruined n 

town, was situated on a shelf about twenty feet above and a 
quarter of a mile distant from the river. Fort Wade's arm 
ament consisted of one 100-pounder Blakely rifle, one 8-inch 
Dahlgren, and two 32-pounder rifles. Fort Wade also had 
extensive rifle pits. ^

oo

Among the facilities at the Grand Gulf Military 
State Park are a museum and visitors 1 center and rest area. 
A lookout tower on Fort Wade provides a scenic view of the 
river to the west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Grand Gulf Military State Park, located near~~£"he site 
of the extinct river town, Grand Gulf, in Claiborne County was 
the scene of considerable military activity during the Federal 
campaign to capture Vicksburg, approximately twenty miles to the 
north.

In late May, 1862, the cannoneers of the Erookhaven 
Light Artillery, commanded by Captain James A, HosKins, reached 
Grand Gulf* Hoskins had his gunners emplace and mask their 
four 6-pounders on the bluffs behind the village. Their .task, 
was to harass the Federal fleet commanded by Flag Officer 
Commodore David G. Farr^gut. On the morning of May 26, 1862, 
the Confederate artillerists wisely let three warships pass 
undisturbed, but as the unarmed transports drew abreast of the 
guns, the four 6-pounders roared into action, scoring a number 
of hits on the Laurel Hill, Before the warships could get into 
a position to return the fire, the flying battery"was gone.

/ 
Captain Thomas T. Craven, commander of the warship,

Brooklyn, determined to teach £he Confederates a lesson by 
bombarding the town of Grand Gulf, whose citizens claimed that 
the battery was there without their consent.

Captain Craven, who was intent on burning the town, 
decided to confer with Brigadier General Thomas Williams. At 
this conference, it was agreed that the town would be spared, 
but that the Federal forces would remain until the next day 
and levy a forced contribution of cattle, pigs, poultry and 
wood upon the populace.

Under the cover of darkness on the night of June 8, 
1862, the Confederates moved a number of 6 and 12-pounders 
into position on the ridge behind Grand Gulf. The next morning 
the crews of these guns struck the Wissahickon and Itasca, 
while these vessels were passing the batteries.

On June 24, 1862, an attempt was made by the Union 
forces to get into the rear of Grand Gulf by way of Bayou 
Pierre, which was blocked by a raft across the bayou about 
six miles below the Bayou Pierre railroad bridge. The ships



Bearss, Edwin C. Decision in Mississippi. Little Rock:
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8.
had to back down the bayou to Colonel Barry's plantation, where
a wagon road led to Grand Gulf four miles to the northeast.

As the task force approached the Confederate encampment 
near the railroad, the Federals sighted a locomotive and a freight 
car approaching from the direction of Port Gibson. On the car, 
protected by bales of cotton, the versatile Brookhaven Artillery 
had mounted one of-their field pieces, A brief exchange of fire 
ensued, before the Confederates backed their train from the scene 
This may well have been the first armored train employed in 
America.

After searching the bluffs behind
for the Confederates, Colonel Halbert E

Gulf in vain
marched 

into the town of Grand Gulf, where they rendezvoused with the

By the us_e__p_f flying batteries, the Confederates were 
so mobile that it was hard for the Union troops to put a stop 
to their fortifying the bluffs of Grand Gulf. This continued 
harassment forced Farragut to start convoying his unarmed ships.

Wade's and Guibor's Missouri Batteries under
Colonel William Wade, 
Bowen. Bowen had some 
rifle pits.

chief of artillery- for 
2,500 infantry to man

the command of , 
General John S . ;< 
the extensive new>

In April, 1863, General Ulysses S. Grant decide4'/,t6r 
alter his Vicksburg strategy by moving his troops down the,/ 
Mississippi River; and, on April 29, 1863, the Federals laun 
ed a determined assault on Grand Gulf. The Confederates made 
a Vigorous reply to the Union attack with their eight heavy 
field pieces. For six and a half hours, the two forts were 
shelled by the gunboats, Realizing how capable
batteries were at withstanding the assault, the

to withdraw, 
a tug in the

General Grant, who

the Confederate 
gunboats were 

witnessed the encounter
Mississippi River, decided against trying

unarmed transports, loaded to the gunwales with men

signaled
on board
to run the
pass the Confederate batteries. Instead, Grant executed his
alternate plan of disembarking his men and marching them down the
Louisiana side of the river to DeShroon's [Disharoon ' s ] plantation
about three miles down th-e river.

fired
Despite the estimated more than 2,500 heavy projectiles 

into the Confederate forts, there was little extensive
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8.
damage. The Confederates suffered three dead, including Colonel 
Wade, and eighteen wounded, whereas, Union losses totaled nine 
teen dead and fifty-seven wounded. The Benton was rendered in 
active by a shot through her control house from Fort Cobun. The 
forts with thirteen guns had held off seven Federal gunboats. 
The ships of this squadron amassed eighty-one guns, many of which 
were 11-inch Dahlgrens.

The defeat of Bowen f s small army in the engagements 
west of Port Gibson on May 1, 1863, made the fortifications at 
Grand Gulf untenable, and the Confederates decided to spike the 
guns, destroy the ammunition and abandon the works. Grand Gulf 
was then occupied by Union forces, who used the site as a tem 
porary base of supplies.

In 1958, the Mississippi Legislature created the Grand 
Gulf Military Park Commission to purchase land and develop the 
Grand Gulf site. Dedication ceremonies for the Grand Gulf 
Military State Park were held April 7, 1968.

9.
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War 

of the Rebellion. Washington, D. C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1894-1922. Series I, Vol. 24, pp. 607-628.
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3. STATE 
APPLICA 

ON
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FJCR

OMB Approval No. 29-RO213 

78111008

b. DATE 

ASSIGNED

Year month, day

78 11 13
Leave 
Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

State of Mississippi
Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571
Jackson •• County : Hinds
Mississippi •. ZIP Coda: 39205
Elbert R. Hilliard (601) 35406218

a. Applicant Kama 
b. Organization Unit 

c. Street/P.O. Box 
d. City 

(. Stata

h. Contact Parson (Name 
A telephone No.)

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
64-6000-738

PRO 
GRAM

(from 
Federal 
Catalog)

a. NUMBER
|9|0,4

b. TITLE

Historic Preservation

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT   ,_ TT , n ,Fort Wade -Grand
Gulf Military Park - Claiborne County. Site of a 
Union victory during the Civil War battle at Fort 
Wade and the subsequent abandonment of its companion 
fortification, Fort Cobun, in April, 1863, which un 
locked the back door to the Southern stronghold at 
Vicksburg. Located near Port Gibson. The project 
objective - archaeological research by excavation.

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
A-State
6-lntersUU
C-Substate

District 
D-County 
E-City
F-School District 
G-Special Purposa

District

H-Community Action Agancy 
I- Higher Educational Institution 
J- Indian Trlb« 
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A-Basic Grant D-lnsuranca 
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11. ESTIMATED NUM 
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BENEFITING
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12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
A-New C-Rivision E-AugmenUtion
B-Renewal D-Continuation
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a. FEDERAL
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e. STATE
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Statewide
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f. TOTAL $21.359
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BE SUBMITTED TO 
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19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (N**te, City. State, ZIP code) Dept. of Interior,

Conservation & Recreation Service, Washington, D.C. 202^0
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22.

THE
APPLICANT 
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THAT*-

a. To tha best of my knowledgo and belief, 
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D

23.
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Elbert R. Hilliard, Director 
Dept. of Archives & History
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Department of the Interior
25. APPLICA- Yemr month de>v
TION
RECEIVED 19 78 12 14

26. ORGANIZATIONAL 
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Grants Admin. Div.
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 
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29. ADDRESS

Washington 2Q243
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STARTING _ 0 n . n . 
DATE 19 79 01 01
3C.
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DATE
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Q Y»« £)NO

38.
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b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Natn< and telephone no.)

same as #35
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STATE

Mississippi
COUNTY

Claiborne
FOR N PS

ENTRY NUMBER

COMMON: Grand Gulf Military State Park ,
L/K{ {„*. ,-.,.

STREET AND NUMBER!

CITY OR TOWN! ~~

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 miles west of Port Gibson
STATE:

Mississippi
CODE

28
COUNTY:

Claiborne 021

PHOTO CREDIT: Williuil C. Wtlght

DATE OF PHOTO: July 23 f 1971

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Mississippi Dept 
Post Office Box

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, KTC.

Site of town of Grand Gulf in foreground, Mississippi River 
in background, looking west.



SITE OF MOT SHOT FURNACE

When Genera2 «Jo2in S. Bowen's * ? o
to Grand GuJf In March 1863, in^y *&& to
cope 'with the ocean - 90 in<j Warship* of
Admlrai David G. Farra^ut. Knowing , that
t2i*fe *hip* were mfide of -trpod. th9 Ccmted"
erates determined- to use hot shot against
them. Two hot shot furnaces were constructed
  one at Fort Cobsin, the other at Fort
WiEK?e, The Confederates had only two <jun»
capable of throwing heavy round shot, so
General Bowen had his Qunners "fill the
projectiles for their Tin^d qvns with
either clay or brick dust.
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Mississippi

FOR NPS USE ONLY- XX

COMMON: Grand Gulf Military State Park

STREET AND NUMBER]

CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 miles west of Port Gibson
STATE:

Miss iss ippi
CODE

23
COUNTY:

C lai '.- u r >.. e
CODE

021

PHOTO CREDIT! William C. U'rin
DATE OF PHOTO: July 23. 1971

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History
Post Office Box 571. Jackson. Mississippi 39205

VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC

Marker: Fort Cobun, looking north.



''I ' V

FORT WADE
On   *helf overlooking the charred ruin* of 

Grand Gulf the Confederate engineer* built Fort 
Wade. CuJbor'* and Wade'* Miccouri 3atteriet manned 
it* tour big guns. When Admiral David C. Farraqut't 
«qnadron pasted Grand Gulf on March 31. the qun« 
of Fort Wade roared into action. General John S. 
ftowen. the Confederate commander at Grand Gulf, 
had a narrow escape when one of the ZO-pounder 
Parroft'» bmrrt as h« entered the emplacement.

On April 29, four of Admiral David D. Porter's 
"CJty S*He«" ironclad* came down river, and tooK posi 
tion one*ft>urth of a mile from Fort Wade. A terrible 

' artillery dsel «ncued. They were joined by the 
migjify "Lafayette". Fort Wade wa» smothered by the 
«torm of shot and shell delivered by the live 
gunboat*. Two 32'ponnder rifles were dismounted, 
and the parapet knocked to piece*. Colonel William 
Wade had hi* head torn off.

8* tt A. Ml Port Wade had been silenced and Porter's 
entire cqiiadron concentrated its fire on Fort Cobmn.
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STATE

Mississippi
COUNTY

Claiborne

___________________________________
COMMON; Grand Gulf Military State Parl
AND/OR HISTORIC:

CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 niles west of Port Gibson

Miss issippi 28
COUNTY:

Claiborne
CODE

321

PHOTO CREDIT: Wjlliau C. Wri^ht
DATE OF PHOTO: July 23. 1971

MEGATIVE FILED AT: Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History 
___________Post Office Box 571. Jackson. Mississippi 39205

&
DESCRIBE VIKW, OIRCCTION. KTC.

Marker: Fort Wade, looking southwest.
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COMMON; Grand Gulf Military State Park

STATE

Mississippi
COUNTY

Claiborne
FOR NPS USE ONLY

u

QC.

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 miles west of Fort GiTbson
STATE:

Mississippi 28 Claiborne 021
iiiiliiiii
PHOTO CREDIT: WllllaM C. Wrlght

DATE OF PHOTO; July 23, 1971
IU 

UJ

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History
Post Office Box 571. Jackson. Mississippi 39205

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Original site of "Gulf" in background, taken froin Lookout 
Tower, looking northwest.
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON: Grand Gulf Military State Park

STATE

Miss issippi

APR 1 1

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 miles west of Port Gibson
STATE:

Mississip p ^
i

CODE

28
COUNTY:

Claiborne
CODE

021

•HOTO CREDIT: William C. V< U i 1^1 t

DATE OF PHOTO; July 23. 1971

NEGATIVE FILED ATI Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History
Office Box 571. Jackson. Mississippi 39205

DESCRIBE VIKW, DIMBCTION. BTC.

Museum and 10 pounder parrott rifle with limber, looking 
southwest .
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on March 31

of
fttftfctfats attacked the Gru: 

Gyjf torfiffcatlonii. For more than f\ 
iKmrA the Union iroopiads aitd fht 
of Fort Cobun dueled. Th^ Confederate 
leriit* disabled the "Tu*cumblaM. Unabi% to 
knock oat the Confedei»*te ST^1^ th% Un\on 
giuMkMiti broke off the bombardment,

FoJJowin? the occupation of Grand O\at> 
AdmJraJ Porter faid. "Grand G\itf \s the 

place on the Mittitsippi."
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STATE

Mississippi
COUNTY

Claiborne
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

COMMON: Grand Gulf Militarv State Park

U

K

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 niles west of Port

Mis sissippi

PHOTO CREDIT: William C. Wright

28
COUNTY:

Claiborne 021

DATE OF PHOTO; July 23. 1971

UJ 

UJ

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History
Post Office Box 571. Jackson. Mississippi 39205

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Marker: Fort Cobun, looking north.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

Mississippi
COUNTY

Claiborne
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

COMMON: Grand Gulf Military State Park
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: X
N. ̂  ''' V^'^

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 miles west of Port Gibson^/)
STATE:

Mississippi
CODE

28

COUNTY:

C laib o rne 021

PHOTOCREDIT: William C. Wrieht
DATE OF PHOTO: July 23. 1971

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History
Past Office Box 571. Jackson. Mi«ataHlnni ^Q2OS

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Marker: Entrance to park, looking north.



POINT OF ROCK
In 1663 Point of flock jutted far above the swirling water* of the Mi**i**ippl Before 

the" Civil War there wa« a large hou*e wtfh 
extensive gardens on top of Point of BocK, 
Before Brigadier General John S. Bowen** 
troop* were ordered to Grand Gulf in 
March 1863, the dwelling had been burned. 

One could *ee up and down the river for 
miles from the top of Point of Rock. Bowen 
chose this point for his observation station, 
from which he and his officers anxtou*ly 
watched the powerful Union buildup at 
Hard Time*.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COUNTY

COMMON: Grand Gulf Military State Park

STATE

Mississip p j..- 

CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Gulf, approximately 6 miles west of Port Gibson
STATE:

Mississippi
CODE

28
COUNTY:

Claiborne 021

PHOTO CREDIT: William C. Wright
DATE OF PHOTO: July 23. 1971

UJ 

UJ

NEGATIVE FILED ATI Hiss. Kept, of Archives and History
Qffice Box 571. Jackson. Mississippi 39105

DESCRIBE VIKW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Marker: Fort Cobun, looking north.
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