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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Houston Carnegie Library is a one-story nine-by-twelve-bay brick building constructed
on a cruciform plan and topped with a metal hip roof of standing seam construction. Three
chimneys and a hip-roofed skylight project from the roof. The central projecting section
of the front (north) elevation contains double-leaf doors with long glass panels, a
bracketed door hood, and two narrow windows which flank the entrance. Other windows on
the front elevation are of similar proportion but are paired and divided horizontally

by transoms and vertically by mullions. The projecting section of the rear elevation is
lit by a group of narrow ribbon windows. All sash are one-over-one. Lintels and sills
are rectangular and concrete. A horizontal band of soldier bricks accents the area above
the water table, and the side elevations are enriched with a rectangle of raised bricks.
A plaque which reads '""Carnegie Library" is set within a rectangle of patterned rowlock
bricks above the entrance.

The most outstanding feature of the interior is the sixteen-pane skylight which is
recessed in the ceiling of the center hall., Side rooms are divided from the hall by
double sliding doors, and simple mantels with Ionic columns decorate each end wall.
Oak baseboards and chair and plate rails are used throughout.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Houston Carnegie Library is Mississippi's first Carnegie Library and the second

public library in the state.

Although its architect is unknown, the building is notable

for its design, which effectively combines elements of the Prairie and Western Stick

styles.

In 1908, L. B. Reid, superintendent of the Houston Public Schools, wrote to Andrew Carnegie

about the possibility of a donation for a town library.
such libraries, Carnegie gave during his lifetime an estimated $350,000,000
to be distributed after his death. Carnegie funds were responsible for the

of 2500 public libraries, 1700 of them in the United States.

For the purpose of

establishing
and left more
construction

Reid's letter began a cor-

respondence which resulted in a Carnegie gift to Houston of $6,000 for a library building

and equipment.
town.

It was stipulated that maintenance was to be the responsibility of the

A lot was purchased by the town from a local merchant, W. D. Atkinson (Deed Book 92:

438), and the library building was constructed in 1909.

A few subscription libraries

had been established earlier (the Fisk Memorial Library in Natchez in 1883 and the
Clayton Library at Holly Springs in 1886), and one free public library had been established

at Biloxi in 1898.

Much larger than the Biloxi library, the collection of which numbered

only 100 volumes, the Houston Carnegie Library was the first free public library of
significant size to be established in the state.

Architecturally, the Houston Carnegie Library exhibits the horizontal emphasis charac-
The low hip roof with overhanging eaves, the double
horizontal members of the door hood, and the brick enrichment all accent the horizontal.
The windows, which individually are more vertical than horizontal, are emphasized

teristic of the Prairie School.

horizontally in various ways:
are prominent features.

provide a relief from the severe geometry of that style.

sash are one-over-one, and transoms, lintels, and sills
The close grouping of windows on the rear elevation is
particularly characteristic of the Prairie School.

Although the bracketed door hood
and exposed rafter tails of the building depart from the Prairie style, their curves

Almost oriental in feeling,

these features are typical of the Western Stick style, which was also enjoying popularity

in the early twentieth century.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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