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DESCRIBE T«E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

"The main part of the Jaketown site was originally situ­ 
ated on a sand bar island of a major river channel. It was ini­ 
tially settled sl^rtly after 10CKJ B.C. by prehistoric people 
bearing the Povertj^ Point culture (ca. 1700 B.C. -400 B.C.).

____________ ^^ eight small, low mounds of un- 
etermined tuncTiion were bui  by this groupV These features 

have now been virtually obliterated by farming activities. In 
the same area was a major workshop, which presently reveals it­ 
self through the existence on the surface , of thousands of items 
of the Poverty Point microflint industry. The exact appearance 
of this early occupation will never fee known but evidently the 
major living area was on the island itself. The vast majority 
of the baked," clay balls which have been found on the site are 
concentrated here. These items were probably used as cooking 
objects, v Here, too, was found the only known house pattern of 
the Poverty Point culture. This feature consists of a small 
circular arrangement of pos^molds and suggests that the people 
lived in small, round houses. Further work is needed to deter­ 
mine the extent of use of this house form, as well as the inter­ 
relationship of the individual dwellings.

Geological evidence su

during
was no longer an island.

ests__that the branch of the

and that, thereafter, the site 
Another small circular house pattern

of the following Tchula Period was located indicating that this 
may have been the preferred house form for several hundred years. 
It.is.also probable that construction of Mound A was begun in 
this period, although its form and"function: seem to have been 
substantially altered during the Mississd^^pian period several 
hundred years later. Sometime after 1000 A.D., the most obvious 
aspect of the site was added. Three large Mississippian rectan­ 
gular mounds were built, surrounding what is considered to be a 
plaza. The largest of these, Mound B, is about 150 x 200 feet 
and twenty-three feet high. It has a flat summit and a ramp^J

is occasionally used today as a cemetery.
fifteen feet high, is not in such good 

condition as Mound B, since it has been plowed on top. Mound A, 
most of which has been destroyed by road construction, was con­ 
sidered a remnant in 1951. At this time it was 160 feet by 
seventy-five feet and twelve feet high.

The cultural connections of Mounds D,E, and F are un-, 
known. These features were almost completely destroyed by road 
construction in 1949 and are hardly recognizable as moun4 £$m- 
nants today. Other than the two large Mississippian' mottrids1 *, the 
most obvious aspect of the site's present appearance is the dark 
midden soil filled with the living debris of every arcl>aeologi- 
cal period since 1000 B.C.
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ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jaketown is of archaeological significance for a number 
of reasons. Perhaps the most significant aspect of the site, 
which was initially settled shortly after 1000 B.C., lies in 
its long, almost continuous occupation through part of the 
Poverty Point period (ca. 1700 B.C.-400 B.C.) and all subse­ 
quent archaeological periods of the Lower Mississippi Valley. 
Considerable evidence concerning each of these periods lies 
buried here in a good state of preservation*^ Excavations at 
the Jaketown site by the American Museum of Natural History, 
and the Peabody Museum, Harvard University in 1941 and 1946 
respectively, contributed substantially to the establishment 
of an archaeological chronology for the area. These excava­ 
tions also yielded the first radiocarbon dates on the Poverty 
Point culture to be obtained in Mississippi. The dates ranged 
from 399 B.C. ± 80 to 880 B.C. ± 300. :

r House patterns, the only .ones discovered ,to date for 
the Tchula and Poverty Point cultures, have been located at 
Jaketown, suggesting the possibility of determining settlement 
patterns for these cultures.

There are many unanswered questions concerning the peo­ 
ple of these cultures and how they interacted with the environ­ 
ment. These questions could very well be answered by future 
studies at the Jaketown site. The portion of the site consist­ 
ing of the bulk of undisturbed midden, as well as the large 
mounds, should^bSTjpe^anently preserved as an area of scientif­ 
ic research .^d poj|sibl^. development into a public educational 
exhibit. y^V" Prpnl'rP ^N
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COUNTY:

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Samuel 0. McGahey, Archaeologist
ORGANI ZATION

Vlississippi Department of Archives and History
DATE

Nov. 14,.1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

P. 0. Box 571
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Jackson
G6RTIPICA IION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
8p<-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated"according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National £]. State |X) Local |X]

Name

Title Director, Miss. Department 
of Archives and History

Date November 14, 1972

Mississippi 39205 28

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiaforic Preservation

Date
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