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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mississippi Archaeological Survey team of
1926-27 recorded the mound as being 350' x 250' at the base
and 25' high, - ' '

o not substantially alter the appearance of the
mound, since most of them have been partially filled by
natural accretion,

The current measurements are 180' x 170' at the
base and 20' hij __The earlier measurements may have includ-
ed a ram since James A, Ford
in his 1936 report noted that the only approach to the top was
a winding path up the western side, Ford also indicated that
the mound was a pyramidal truncate with very steep sides cover-
ed by trees. A similar description could presently well be
used,

Ford's description mentioned that the top of the

mound was cultivated., This factor could possibly account for
a portion of the mound's diminished height. The archaeolo-
gists surveying the mound in 1969 are at a loss to account
for the other discrepancies in measurements, unless the earlier
survey team simply estimated the size of the mound rather than
taking exa?t measurements,

B Ford reported that the fields around the mound were
covered with a profusion of sherds, flint chips, and daub,
as well as animal and khuman bone fragments exposed by culti-
vation. The area is presently covered with grass and trees
so that very little surface material canm be observed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1

Pocahontas Mound A has not been substantially
altered and probably contains significant information re-
garding the prehistoric inhabitants of the site. The
village area surrounding the temple mound has never been
cultlvated with modern agricultural equipment, which has
proven to be most destructive to archaeological sites. The
land encompassing the mound was taken out of cultivation
in 1956, when it was acquired by the Mississippi State High-
way Department. It had been used as a nursery for several
years prior to 1956,

There is an excellent possibility that a sub-
stantial midden deposit survives., The preservation of the
mound would allow extensive excavations in the future to
determine the site's prehistoric cultural associations.

Ford indicated in his 1936 report that the pottery from

the village site appeared to be related to the Tunjca com-
plex. 1iore recent interpretatiows have revealed that the
site is also important in Plaqqﬁgine culture characteristics,
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