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Before building Ammadelle, Thomas E. B. Pegues contacted architect
Calvert Vaux who showed him examples of his works along the Hudson River.
Brought from England in 1850 to become a partner of Andrew Jackson
Downing, a nationally dominant tastemaker in domestic architecture and
landscaping, Vaux practiced independently in the years immediately
following Downing's death in 1852.. After moving to New York City in 1857,
he invited Frederick Law Olmsted to collaborate on the design for Central
Park. Their success in this competition was followed by a continuing
association dominated by Olmsted.

Vaux' plans and elevations for Ammadelle were prepared in 1857 when he
was 34 years old. Additional detail drawings were prepared in 1860 as
construction was underway. Except for the first floor plan, the original
signed drawings are in the possession of the present owners.

With the exception of balconies across the rear and a wine cellar,
construction was complete when halted by the Civil War; the missing
features have never been added. Subsequent changes have been limited to
replacement of three first-floor mantels in the late 19th century and
recent modernization in the kitchen. The quality of the original design
. and construction and continuing maintenance have necessitated minimal

3345

repair,

Built of red brick with white Italianate trim and black shutters, the
house has an irregular plan. Porches on the east (front) and north
provide shaded, open, outdoor rooms. The front entrance is deeply
recessed and opens into a reception hall connecting through great double
sliding doors to the stair hall at the rear. To the right are double
parlors; through the rear parlor one can enter a small library. "To the
left is the dining room with a small conservatory at the south end. A
sequence of pantries and halls leads to the kitchen in a one-story wing.
There is one bedroom on the first floor rear and five on the second floor,
The dominant effect of the interiors is one of spaciousness and solidity.
Vaux'details are as well ordered as the overall scheme. Vaux was both
architect and landscape architect. Appropriately, the 7-acre site is
developed with picturesque curves defining lawns and plantings.
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example of the work of Calvert Vaux in

his best work.

The crippled economy which followed so

'.Eicéllently maintained with ﬁinimal change, Ammadelle is a fine

the period just prior to the

Civil War. Though young, Vaux was already professionally respected as

both architect and landscape architect.
in the second and third edition of Vaux' Villas and Cottages (p. 313,
Design No. 32) suggests that he regarded Ammadelle as representative of

Inclusion of a similar design

Ammadelle's location in Oxford, Mississippi, demonstrates that wealthy
Mississippians of that era could keep abreast of architectural fashions.

shortly after has protected the

environment from destructive developmental pressures.
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Ammadelle
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
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STREET AND NUMBER
637 North Lamar Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Paul Goeldner NPS

November 1973

Historic Sites Survey
National Park Service

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRE

1.

2. Copy

CTION, ETC.

Exterior from the east.

of Vaux' original second floor plan.
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Paul Goeldner, Architect, Historic Sites Survey

orcA@PFyIston of Historic and Architectural Surveys, oalion
National Park Service 1/11/74

STREET AND NUMBER:

1100 L Street NW.

CITY OR TOWN:
Washin

CODE
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e

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
Netional Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [7] State [ Local [
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date Date

GPO 931.894
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9 PRICE HOME

Oxford, Mississippi

Lafayette County
"Ammadelle", the artebullum home of the
late Mrs. Bem Price. This house is built
ir Georgian style.
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Ammadelle. Oxford, Mississippi NPS Photo 1973
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Ammadelle, Oxford, Mississippi NPS Photo 1973
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