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Located one block north of Oxford's courthouse square, the Isom Place occupies a flat 
tree-shaded mid-block site that falls off sharply to the southwest. Facing south, the 
house is approximately in the center of casually landscaped grounds containing several 
mature trees.

The two-story frame house is basically vernacular in style and reflects several periods 
of construction in its architectural details. The major elements of the Isom Place appear 
to have been built at four different times (see accompanying plan). In order of construc­ 
tion, there is the original two-story central block, a one-and-a-half-story rear wing, 
a two-story side addition to the original block, and a one-story rear addition in the 
west angle of the rear wing and central block.

Dating the various construction phases of the Isom Place has been very difficult and is 
consequently somewhat tentative; there are no known extant nineteenth-century descriptions, 
drawings, or photographs of the house. Also lacking are copies of Oxford newspapers from 
1865 to 1883 or any collection of the original owner's papers. The construction dates 
for Ute house are therefore based on architectural details, events in the life of the Isom 
Family, and the reminiscences of the original owner's granddaughter. The two-story central 
section of the Isom Place was probably built between 1840, when Isom, the original owner, 
was married, and 1862, when the house is said to have been occupied by Union soldiers. 
On each floor there is a central hall flanked by single rooms. There is an exterior 
chimney at each gable end, the one on the east side now enclosed by a building addition.

Structural verification of a pre-Civil War Qate is limited to the interior, since the 
back of this original block has been covered by additions and the front fenestration 
probably dates from after the Civil War. On the interior some Greek Revival doors, 
mantels, and mouldings suggest a pre-Civil War date, as do the.tan-foot ceilings, which 
are much lower than those in the rest of the house.

Again relying on architectural details, the one-and-a-half-story rear wing was likely 
built in the 1870s, when the Isom family was large and before the death of the original 
owner's wife, in 1883. The wing consists of two rooms sharing an interior chimney and 
both opening onto a common side hall, which contains a reverse stair to the second floor 
of the main block. This section is the only part of the house with a basement. The 
ceilings are approximately fourteen feet high, and all the doors have transoms.

The two-story side addition was built onto the east end of the main block sometime between 
1894 and 1900 according to the granddaughter of the original owner. The bay window, the 
gable treatment, and other architectural features support that date. This section was 
originally simply one room on each level with an outside stair to the second floor. 
However, sometime before 1960 a small room was added to the north side of each story.

The most recent major section of the Isom Place is probably the one-story rear addition 
in the west angle of the rear wing and central block. This section originally consisted 
of a single, large room one step above the floor level of the rest of the house, but one 
end has now been made into a small room and there is a lean-to section across one side. 
A ca. 1918 photo of the Isom Place shows the addition, which was possibly not built long 
before the picture was made, judging from the addition's current doors and other archi^ 
tectural features.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Isom Place was constructed by Thomas Dudley Isom, the first white settler at the present 
site of Oxford, Mississippi, who came to the area from Tennessee in 1835 as the nineteen- 
year-old agent of an Indian trading company. After completing medical training in 
Philadelphia, Isom returned to Oxford in 1839 to practive medicine and betweea. 1840 and 
1865 built the earliest section of the current Isom Place. As a prominent citizen of 
the region, he was sent to the Mississippi secession convention, where he argued against 
separation from the Union. During the Civil War, however, Isom served as a military 
surgeon in Virginia with the 17th Mississippi regiment and later opened a military 
hospital on the University of Mississippi campus for the victims of the Battle of Shiloh. 
After the war Isom continued his medical practice and became one of the most prominent 
and progressive physician in northern Mississippi in his use of new drugs and surgical 
techniques.

Throughout his life Isom was an important supporter of the University of Mississippi, 
which was chartered at Oxford in 1844. He had suggested the name "Oxford" for the town 
when it was incorporated in 1837 in the hope that a university would someday be located 
there. One of his nine children, Sarah McGehee Isom, in 1885 became the first woman 
named to the University faculty.

Following Isom's death in 1902, the house was sold several times and many minor additions 
were made before it" was bought by Dr. and" Mrs. H. D. Worthy in 1960 and returned to its 
ca. 1918 appearance.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Deed Book 178, p. 390; Isom Place is located on a rectangular lot approximately 132 
feet by 228 feet lying on the north side of Jefferson Avenue between North Ninth and 
Eleventh streets; the house is the second building from the northwest corner of North 
Eleventh and Jefferson; the house is situated in the center of the property, which is 
all that remains of T. D. Isom's larger city lot.
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ISOM PLACE SKETCH MAP 

Construction dates
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View from southwest; on left is Section D
on Sketch Map, in center Section A
Isom Place
Oxford, Mississippi
Lloyd Ostby, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History
September, 1979
Photo 2 of 5 /\pR 2

FEB 2 0 t980
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View from south; in center is Section A on
Sketch Map, on left Section C
Isom Place
Oxford, Mississipp
Lloyd Ostby, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History
September, 1979 .__ n ._ Photo i of 5 APR 2 i960

FEB 2 0 1980





View from north; on left is Section B on
Sketch Map, center foreground Section E,
on right Section D
Isom Place
Oxford, Mississippi
Lloyd Ostby, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History
September, 1979 ApR 3 jggQ
Photo 3 of 5

FEB 2 0 1980
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View from north; on left is Section F on
Sketch Map, on right Section B
Isom Place
Oxford, Mississippi
Lloyd Ostby, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History
September, 1979
Photo 4 of 5 ApR 2 ^

FEB 2 0 1988
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View from northeast; on left is Section C
on Sketch Map, center Section F, on right
Section B
Isom Place
Oxford, Mississippi
Lloyd Ostby, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History
September, 1979
Photo 5 of 5
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