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Th~ c ommunity of Va g n s not rastically chaugcd 
since th~ lc st visit o f C scy Jones an his engine Po . 382 or-. 
Apr il 30, 1900 . At t c ti~c of Casey's wreck , the popul~tio~ of! 
v -ug ri w s ppro.xim t ,y 350 , and to ay is about 100 . So~a of 
the 1900 perio struct res arc still extant , but arc in di &pi - I 
"ated con ition . T1e cpot is gone , as is t e side tr~ck onto 1 

which t1c two trains attempted to pull in order that Ca sey ~ight 
pu.ss on his southwu.rd run . The Illinois Ccntr 1 still ru::1s I 
through V ughan , but since J nuary , 1960, the Vaugha::-1 stop h&s 1 

been eliminated . Parts of the old t in rail of the pcr'od have 
been uncovered in Vaug an , but the a.in track is the heavier 
more modern type . 

T ere is presently a s all temporary museum in Vaugh&::-1 
containing memorabilia o f the ru.ilroad d ring the Casey Jones 
era . A bill allocating funds for the promotion and establish-
ent of a tourist attraction in Yazoo County was p~sscd by t~e 

Mississippi Legisl ture duri .g the 1972 session . T e bi~l spe 
cifically states that $150 , 000 wi 1 be set aside for three 
phases of the project at Va ghan: a Casey Jones m sue~; a ro~d- , 
side park; and the restoration of a typical r ra store as it 
wo l d have appeared in the year 1900 . 

Alt.ough Vaug an is pproxi te y five m· es fro~ t~e 
present U. S . Highway 5 , it will be only abo t one - fourth of a 
mile frDm· Inters ta t e 5 5 , s c ed ed to be n se by late 972 or 

·early 1 97 3·. 
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" Folklore 

The little central Mississippi town of Vaugh n Station 
w s the birthplace of one o f America 's best known folk tradi
tions: the legend of Casey Jones, famed railroad engineeY. -t 
was here, 3 : 52 a . m. on the foggy morning of April 30, 1900 , 
that Jones ran his Illinois Central Train II. ·o . 11 in to the rear 
of a freig t train , hurtling to his death and i~~or~ali~y . 

John L ther Jones was born in sou~hwes~e~ Xisso~ri on 
~ rch 14, 1863 , mov'ng to C yce , Kent cky, as a :ad. I~ was 
from this ~own tha~ he received his nicK a~e when applying ~or 
an appren~ice te egrapher's job wit ~he Mobile and O~io ~ail 

road at Col mb s, Ke tucky . Casey's ambition, from the be~i~
ning of his railroad c reer t the age of _s, was to beco~e an 
engineer . :en e was eighteen,. is dream began ~o co~e ~Y ·e . 

A yellow fever epidemic which str ck~own many o~ t.~ crews of 
t.e neighbori g Illi ois Ce. tral Rai road provided Casey vl~~h 
the oppor~un'ty of mo nting t e cabin . Sensing t' a~ a s:or~age 

of e gineers wo ld res lt in rapid prono~~o for firemen, Case: 
app_ied for a job as fireman on the I i ois Cen~ra_ . 0. .:arch 
1, 888 , .e was ass·g.e· a job firing a fre·g· t _oco~otive bc 
~ween Jackso , Te.nessee, and ater V ey, Xississippi . ~wo 
ye rs 1 ter, at the age of twe ~y- seven, he h d passed . .:. s e.· 
ami a~ions and was promo~ed toe g'neer, r nning be~wee. Jac~ 
so. I 7e:1nessee I a d \1ater v- ey I !iss is sippi. C.J.sey a:so 

jworked o t of c:icago , w' ere -nd ed one of t.e express 
1 tr ·ns and ot' er r ns as t e .de 

T: e I inois Ce tra_ ex ib · t at ~ e Columbi n E.·pos.:. tia.o; 
in Chicago in 1893 , inc ded ~.e company's ates~ ;'ilo·e .... , .·o. 
638 ; - nd, vhcn ~he expositio c·oscd, Jones w s assigned ~~e 

'new oco.o~ivc for t e r n toW ter v llev . It w s cus~o~~r · 
a~ t:e time for a engineer to be ss·g ed ~o par~ic a~ lo
co~otive pon w ich e co ld lavis perso a a~~en~ion. ~~ ~ 
perio of e - for - leather rai oad'ng, Case_ w s reprim ~ · ed 
o~ y nine tines in his ~en years as an e gineer . Un~i t~e d~ 
of • is C.ea t. he was pro· d of · is record, w ic:. did :10~ i '"1C - uce
a serious inj ~y ~o a passenger or a crew me.ber . ~~at Cascv 
was a fast ro er, t.ere is no doubt . B t the record does n;~ 
show ~ta~ te was care ess. Because of the keen comuetition e 
tween the railroads, every effort was made to reduce sche·~ es 
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engineer , ~ d Casey 

Jones ran the freight between Jackson, Tenne:sse:e:, ~~a 

h7 ter Valley, 1ississippi , u. ti J nu ry 1 , 1900, when he was 
promoted ~o the fast p ssenger tr in between Canton, ~·ssiss~p?i, 

r.d ~lemp' . is , Tennessee . The engine was o. 38 2 , a XcQ ecn ""'~ th ' 
six drive wheels , six feet high. C sey secured a custom- :m de six- : 
flute whist~e for the engine which produced a whip - poor- w'l _ I 
sound, e si'y recognizab e and associ ted with h'm . 

The Il inois Ce tral tr ins ru ning so t . betweer. Chicago 
and Tew Orleans were " To . 1" and ".7o . 3 . " The . orth- bound trains 
were "r7o . 2" and "~ To . 4 ." C sey ad just arrived at ~e:r,?' . is vl~th 

".·o . 2," "The C icago Fast .~ail , " exactly on time at lOp .. on 1 

A?ril 29, 1900, when e learned ~ha~ engineer Sa:n Tate of ".·o. :.," ! 
"The Cannonb 11 Express , " was too il ~o ake t: e r n :ro:-:1 :.(.:.::-:'.p!-. · s ; 
to Canton. Casey had been sched ed to taKe ".' o . l" sou~' ~:-:e 
next day after resting , but needi g the ex~ra .oney , he vol~n
teered to ~ake the return r n that night 'fa owed ~o se h~s 
own engine, 1·0 . 382 . 

The "Cannonba 1 Express" p lled out o: the ~e:nphis yard 
90 ~inutes late at 2 : 50 a . m. on April 30, with Sim Kebb a~ ~he 
shovel and Casey at t e thro~tle . Fifty- f ' ve inutes were nade 
~p by the time Jones puled into the Gre a'a stat'on 02 ~i-es 
from ~emphis . -n the 23 mi es fro Grcn da to W~nor.a -nother 15 
min tes were made up . ""' e Old Lady has her hig -. eeled s ... ~ppers 
on tonight," Casey is said to ave s .o ted at Simas t!"ley :.ef~ 

~inona. He was a ~ost on t'me went eJ reache- D ran~, 3 0 :r · ~es 
sout: o: ~ino~a . Ee was on y two min ~es be' ind schedu_e as he 
pproac.ed Va gnan , 22 mi es south of~ rant a.d 4 mi~es nor~!; 

of Ca. ton , where he wou d turn the train over to the re ief 
engineer . 

I cred · .oly "C nonba_ :\To . " d . 'e ? 7 3 minu~cs of 
,lost tie ~n 74 mi es , mea ing ~- t, at times, Casey w s running 
iin excess of 00 miles per· or and ard y be ow 65 mi es ner ho·r 
lat any t~mc . Twe ve min tes ore at t e s me speed nd Case 

·lO • d ave'":· · .e Can. onbal " in C nton on ti. e . But as e s ,•en~ 
' aro ·nd a. "S" c rve into Vaug n, t: e red ight of a freig. ~- tr in 
I . d "' d . .._ & • "'"-1 c ooose oo:r,e up a .. ea L .... e .... oggy n1.g ..... . 

l hccordir.g to Sim ebb , Casey s o ted "Ju ? , Si:m! U:~ c ad! " 
1as he shut off the t:rott~c and applied t . e air br kes, pu ec 
~~e reve~se ever , opened the sand dome wide , and sounded a blas~ 
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on t e "whip-p oor-wi ll . " As t;he tr in lowed in a few yards f rom 
75 miles per our to approxim tely 50 miles per hour , Web~ j mpcd . 
Casey sta~c t the controls, failing to brake his train jus t I 
short of collision . The crash was card for miles . The locc~o- I 
tive splintere · the caboose, plowed t roug a car of hay a c ~d , I 
and into the next one, which wus loaded wit shelled corn. ~o~s I 
of corn were sc ttered over the wreck . Egnine No . 382 the~ lc~t 
t e trac.· and turned on its side . The tender and all the cars re - I 
1~ined on the track . 

Casey Jones was the only person killed . Sim Webb was 
picxed up where he jumped, unconscious a~d bruised b ~ ot . e=w~se 

unhurt . Sever 1 cre\vmen and passengers were br ised and sh ke~ , 

but Casey's heroic deed of staying at the controls was cred'ted 
with preventing serio s 'njury to t em and others . 

I 
A subsequent investigation reveal d the cause o~ t~e acci - j 

de::1t . T\vO tr :ins, one so t bo nd nd one nortnoound, had b een 
ordered to a siding at V ug: a . , ~ut t eir co bined le gt' . was ::our! 
cars lo.ger t' ant' e 3, ~8 foots · -ing . To eta northbounc pass -

1 enger train pass , they ad executed w at is cal ed a "savl- b_ . " , 
T~ey move · north on the siding 'nti t e t ird tra~n stopped a:ong
side on the main track . T:e::1 t ey pulled bac~ ntil t. e way was 
clear ahe d . They repe ted the man ever to let a local passenger 
tra·n into a spur on the other side of the Va gha. stat'on . ~~ev 
wer:e preparing to do a third "sa"!.;- by" to let Casey ~hrough whe::-. a 1 
br:ake hose burst and froze the whee s of the freight, leaving fo·r 
cars on the main track . 

Regulations required that war i g torpedoes be ? acec on 
the track "30 telegrap. poles aw y," a f see ighted, and a ::lag -
man stationed wit lantern to intercept t ' e oncoming tr i~ . Ac -
cording to an o~fici 1 report of t e acc'dert, the flag~an h d 
done 'is job and t e torpedoes exploded, th s "Engi ee r Jones I 
was so e y re s po sib e for t c co lision by reason of .avin ; d is 
regarded the sig n a ls g iven by , f g . n Jo n .1. cwberry . " Fo r ::r . .:'. ::_ , 
yc rs before is deat in lemp is on J ly 13, 957, Si~ Webb ~o ~ 
and recorded a iffere t story, i sisting : "We saw no f .:;.gm ~ ::1 or 
f see! c e rd no torpedoes . " , 

In any even~, the fervor w'th w.ic dmire~s o:: C3s e y 
l::..ed to . is defense is w' t m de t e . · shao - ifferent fr:o:;:o. 27 

10ther re r - end co isions w· ich occ rred on U. S . r i ro · s i~ 
l o~e o. ~h o::: April, 900 . One of Casey's admirers, Wal~ace S 
IC.e:::s, a .. ·egro engi e wiper from C nton, Mississippi , }?ega. to 
1 bou~ ~.e wreck: 

sing 

I 
I 
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C scy Jones . He w s all right . 
Stuck to . is d ty bot ay and 
nig t . Casey Jones ... Fireman 
s y . Casey your runni ' too 
f st ... o t run yo' sign~l l s 
st tion yo' p sscd ... Cascy 
Jones, c die t th' thro~tlc 
wi' t ' whistle in his hand! 

(Congressional Record--Appendix , 
November 14 , 1967, p . 5591) 

From a year th t witnessed the accidental dea~hs of 2,550 
railro d workers , w y h s this man been singled o t in folklore 
and ballads? Perhaps it was beca se is ~i e was tie ro~antic 
era of the r ilroad, but it is more likely it was Wa la~ Sa~~C~rs 
of the Canton roundhouse who really deserves the credi~ .:or Casey 
Jones' i:r.rnorta' i ty . Saunders, w o co d neither rea- nor .,..,r:. ~e, 
a lowed his b llad to be copied by ~: liarn Leighton, an :l~ino:.s 
Central engineer . According ~o Sa ders, ~eig.to. passed:.~ alo~g 
to his brothers, Bert ad Fra k Leig to , va devil e per::ormers, 1 

who used the song freq en~ y in ~heir act . mhe t ne caug~t on in 
popularity an" was copyrighted in 1909 wit' m sic composed bJ I 
:Sddie • •ew~on nd words by T . Lawre. ce Seibert , v;ho changed the 
verses s lightly . For his contrib· tion to ~he bal ad, Sa· nders is 
said to have only received a bottle of gin . 

A postage sta~p, offici s~ate is~orical ~arke~s, ~n 
Jackson, Ten. essee , a d Vaug a , 1ississipp · ; and t e Casey Jo::-.es 
~1useum in Jackson, Tennessee, :ave subseq e t.y co~~e~ora~e ~~e 

!color.: c~sey Jones, who has been immorta ized L. tt.e .:o_klore o:: 
&~eric n railroading . P ns are also being for ated by t~e x:.s 

\sissipp · Park Co~~ission and th Yazoo Co nty C amber of Co~~erce 
for the deve op.ent of the site . 

9 . 
U. S . Co gress . Ho se . mhe .on . G. V. (Sonny) Xon~go~er_ 

ing o. "':': e L · fe and Deat of Casey Jones," .•ove:-7lber 
Congressiona Record - Anoendix, pp . A5591- A5593 . 

Yazoo ~ :erald , Yazoo City, • · ssissippi . "C se Jones 
F n · s P ss , " June 15, 972 , p . C- 8 . 

SD ak-
1~ 1 967. 

M s·~. 
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p. 3 . 
}:ississippi Dcp rtmcnt of Archives .::. d History 

1 
J ckson 
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~iissi sippi : 11 C.::.scy J'oncs 11 Subject Pile . 
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----:::----- l-1cn1ory . 11 Illinojs Ccntr<~l M;Hruzjnr' , XIX 

1930) , p . 43 . 
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p. NAME 

COMMON: Casey Jones Wrec-k Sl t C 
AND ' OH HISTORIC: 

[2 . LOCAl" ION 
STHCET A ND NUM OER: 

One mil e north of 
C I TY O R T O W N : 

Vaughan 
S T A T E: 

!
~T A T&.: 

. Mississippi 

!
C OUNT Y 

.., Yazoo 
FOR NPS U~E Ct-:LY 

CNTRY NUMuCR l 
I 

I-1ississippi 3 91 7 9 
~OOC ·I C O UNT Y : 

28 Yazoo 
[3. MAP REFERENCf 

SO U R C E: 

Vaughun 
SCA L E: U . S . G . S . 15 ' series I 1 : 6 2500 
;)ATE: 1966 

t-t REQUIREMENTS :,. 

TO B E I N C LUDED ON ALL M A P S 

1. P ro perty bround c r ies w here requi red . 

2. Nort h arrow. 

3. L a t itude end long i tude re ference. 
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Name : Casey Jones wreck site 
Location: Vaughan, Miss . 

---
Phot o Credit: _ _Miss. Dept. of A . & ...a,. __ _ 
Dat e of: Photo:. Oct . 8 , 1972 ··-
De.scri:ption o:f View :. Facing toward Nort.h..--

Casey Jones was ..r.ouncH ng this curue 
when he r arruned the rear .of a trai.~ 
s ta lle d on t b j s -.~S>..'.L.. I:t.t::el..,,_ _____ _ 
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