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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Corners is a one-and-a-half-story brick residence facing
west from a terraced site overlooking the Mississippi River at Vicks-
burg. Enclosed by an original iron fence cast in Philadelphia, the
lower grounds in front of the house are laid out into several parterres
bordered by geometric brick walks. A brick paved service yard on the
second terrace separates the rear of the house from the final, most
elevated terrace. With few exceptions, the brick-lined gutters which
drain the site are original.

Characterized by random, almost whimsical massing, conservative
Greek Revival details and certain vernacular motifs, the design of
The Corners is undoubtedly the product of an untrained, yet competent,
architect. The dominant architectural feature is the raised gallery,
which fronts the full width of the main block. Its rectangular columns
are inlaid with decoratively sawn panels--a popular Vicksburg idiom--
and support a wide entablature with dentils and large, paired brackets.
Producing an uncommon rhythm by reflecting the balanced yet asymmetrical
fenestration of the main block, the first three bays of the gallery are
noticeably wider than the remaining three bays. The gable roof com-
plicates the facade further by not extending the full width of the
elevation--the remainder being covered with a flat roof screened by a
parapet treated as an entablature. The entrance is placed off-center
and is marked by a Greek Revival frontispiece with pilasters, wide
overhanging cornice, hinged sidelights, and transom. The single-leaf
door has four hollow-corner panels with raised moldings. Flanking the

‘ entrance are full length, nine-over-nine windows capped by simple flat
arches.

On the east, or rear elevation, a recessed gallery is formed
,between,two flat-roofed wings at the corners of the main block. . The
gallery's entablature is well proportioned but plain and 1is supported
by heavy, paneled columns and pilasters. Instead of jack arches, deco-
rative cast-iron lintels are used above the window openings on this
and the remaining elevations. A long L-shaped service wing extends
north and east from the residence and ends with an unrestored two-room
servant quarters built at the level of the highest terrace. Because
of its elevation, the quarters can only be reached from the exterior.

The plan of The Corners, an expansion and variation of the tradi-
tional double-pile formula, accommodates a large parlor, a passage,
and bed and sitting rooms in the main block, and a library, a dining
room, and kitchen, utility and bed rooms in three separate wings. In
most rooms, the interior decoration is quite simple and usually limited
to pilaster-like architraves, four-panel doors, and modern wooden cor-
nices. As the '"best-room,". the parlor has more elaborate trim such
as the full plaster entablature with a deeply undercut foliated frieze
and the pair of heavy plaster centerpieces. A fine gilted centerpiece
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in the dining room is composed of appropriately symbolic grapes, pears,
and pineapples. Also in this room are cupboards with butterfly shelves
flanking the fireplace. '

Before it was purchased by the current owners in 1960, The Corners
had been divided into apartments, an alteration that, fortunately, affect-
ed only the interior. To restore the interior, a partition dividing the
parlors into two rooms was removed, the floors were patched and the en-
tablature was repaired. Bathrooms were installed in former dressing
rooms and the original kitchen was updated. The only adverse action
taken during this rehabilitation occurred when the original arched,
marble mantels were removed and replaced by ones of earlier designs.

The most notable among these are the pair of Federal mantels in the

parlor which were made in northern Delaware.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Completed in 1873, The Corners is a highly individual architectural
composition which includes elements of several styles. Although the
fashionable Rococo Revival appears in some of the interior plaster deco-
ration, the conservative Greek Revival vernacular style of Vicksburg
predominates. The sawn inlays of the gallery are particularly charac-
teristic, as are the interior door and window frames and the entrance
frontispieces. The Corners is one of the largest, most ambitious, and
best preserved residences in Vicksburg employing these local idioms.

In addition to its architectural significance, the house enjoys a rare
degree of landscape integrity: its walks, parterres, fences, and even
the drainage system have survived intact.

The Corners was built by John A. Klein as a wedding gift to his
daughter, Susan, who married Captain Isaac Bonham on May 7, 1873. Klein
was a wealthy businessman who was described by one contemporary as having
"a great passion for building" (Vicksburg Evening Post, February 4, 1884).
His own neighboring residence, Cedar Grove, evolved by additions and re-
modellings that spanned a thirty-year period (ca. 1840-70), during which
time he is thought to have been his own architect. Although no documenta-
tion has yet appeared, Klein is also believed to have designed The Corners,
using the same basic plan and many of the same decorative elements found
at Cedar Grove. ‘

Bonham, a native of Virginia who served in General Turner Ashby's
7th Virginia Cavalry during the Civil War, was the cashier of a local
ice company at the time of his marriage to Susan Klein. Within a
few years he became a cotton factor and grocer in the firm of Halpin &
Bonham, of which he was sole owner by 1882. The following year, at age
thirty-six, Bonham was killed while attempting to quiet a barroom brawl
(Vicksburg Evening Post, August 13, 1883). Bonham's widow continued
to reside at The Corners until 1919, when the property was sold to
Antoine Tonnar, a wealthy planter- (Deed book 140:326). In four years
the house was again sold and, until purchased by its current owners in
1960, served as an apartment house (Deed books 155:355, 356:357). Now
completely rehabilitated, The Corners is once again a 31ng1e—family
dwelling 'which is opened regularlyto-:the publie..... - . ... :
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