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The Pemberton House is a combination of Federal and
Greek Revival architecture, The rooms of the two story home
are large and spacious with numerous windows. affording a
splendid view of downtown Vicksburg. Several of the windows
in the house have twenty-four panes, with some of the orig-
inal glass remaining. The lintels are Greek Revival in de-
tailo

The walls of the house are solid brick and are ap-
proximately one foot thick., The house, which sits well
above the street on a solid terrace, is bordered on three
sides by an iron fence, which was added some years later.

Originally, the brick kitchen was separated from
the house; however, it was later joined to the house by
a wooden structure, probably built around 1920-1930. Two
large galleries on the first and second floors are located
on the front of the house. The original fireplaces, mantels
and massive door locks remain in good condition, as is the
handsome woodwork.

A plaque, designating the house as Pemberton's Head-
quarters during the Siege of Vicksburg in 1863, is mounted
on the front of the building.
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¥l War and was assigned to assist one of the
uilders of the Vicksburg and Raymond court-
houses) in a project to devise, construct and plant torpedoes in
the Yazoo River, They developed an electric spark torpedo, the
first ever used against a United States warship, which sank the
Union gunboat Cairo on December 12, 1862, Remnants, thought to
be parts of the torpedo, were obtained by Lieutenant Cowan. The
remnants have been exhibited in the 0ld Courthouse Museum in
Vicksburg and are now in the possession of Dr, Harry Pierce of
Vicksburg.

The home, presently unoccupied, was bought many years
ago by the Sisters of Mercy and used by them until recently as
a kindergarten.
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| known since the Civil War as the Willis-~Cowan Home or Pember=-

‘|House is located dates back to.the Reverend Newet Vick, founder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large and impressive antebellum home has been

ton House., During the Civil War, it was selected by Lieuten-~
ant General John. C, Pemberton as one of his headquarters dur-
ing the forty-seven day Siege of Vicksburg, During this time,
it withstood heavy shelling. Emma Balfour, wife of Dr, William
T. Balfour, lived next door and kept a detailed diary of the
siege., She described the heavy shelling of May 30 as follows:
"I never saw anything like it, People were running in every
direction to find a place of safety. The shells fell literally
like hail. Mrs, Willis' house was struck twice and two horses
in front of her door were killed. General Pemberton and staff
had to quit it."

The ownership of the property on which the Pemberton

of Vicksburg, who acquired the property sometime between 1814

and 1819, After the death of Mr, Vick in 1819, his estate was
divided among his heirs, and his daughter Martha acquired this
property.

The house was probably built between 1834 and 1836
by William Bobb. 1In 1836 he sold the property to Mrs, Martha
P, Willis, daughter of Burwell Vick and the mother of John
Willis, who distinguished himself as a soldier in the Mexican
War and was a successful planter at PantherBurn Plantation
in the Mississippi Delta, At the outbreak of war in 1846, he
organized the Vicksburg Southrons in Warren County and served
with the First Regiment of Mississippi Volunteers, commanded
by Colonel Jefferson Davis, in the battles of Vera Cruz, Monte-
rey, and Buena Vista., After the war, he returned to live in
his mother's home. Willis mortgaged the property in 1874, and
the courts subsequently sold it to Alice B, Crutcher in 1888,
Two years later, Mrs, M, F, Cowan, "wife . of Ludwell Black-
stone Cowan, purchased the home.

Cowan, who lived in the home from 1890 until his
death in 1892, was a lieutenant in Captain J. J. Cowan's
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‘As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and cerufy that it has been
evaluated according to the cfiteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State Local @

The recommended

National

ritie Director, Mississippi Dept.
of Archives and History

Date 6/24/70

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presetv*{ion

~JUL 231970
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