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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIN A L (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Facing south on three small lots at 209-213 Monroe Street, Macon, is the Old Noxubee 
County Jail, aT-shaped two- story brick structure completed in 1907 . Expressions ·of the 
Romanesque style , considered in the period so appropriate for penal facilities , are made 
by the prominent arched fenestration , pantile roof, and fortress-like massiveness and bulk 
of the building . The facade is five bays wide, with the center three projecting in an 
entrance pavilion capped by a low parapet . The walls are laid in common bond, with limited 
decoration such as imposts and belt courses to compliment and reinforce the round- arch 
theme . 

As a primary focal point, the entrance to the jail is contained in a well-proportioned 
brick frontispiece designed with broad abutments , a four- brick archivolt springing from 
substantial imposts, and a projecting cornice . The two outer bays which flank the center 
pavilion contain one- over-one arched windows that recall the entrance composition in 
their prominent archivolts and thin imposts . 

The upper bays of the entrance pavilion are formed into an arcade resting on a wide string 
course . The outer bays are less important and treated with only functional segmental 
arches . A wide bracketed eave gives a horizontal counterpoint to the primary verticality 
of the building . Remaining elevations repeat the simple straight-forward effect of the 
facade , but with the exception of entrance decoration, they rely exclusively on the 
segmental arch to carry through the basic design motif . 

On the interior, the framing system consists of load-bearing sixteen-inch masonry walls 
covered with plaster, with corrugated vaulted steel deck and reinforced concrete floors. 
Some interior walls have been refurbished with quarter-inch pre-finished wood paneling . 
The first floor consists of a receiving office and security guard housing with kitchen, 
eating area, and restroom. The second floor and third-floor balcony house the cell area 
and toilet facilities . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Noxubee County Jail on Monroe Street is the second oldest of three county jails 
in Macon . Because of regional stylistic preferences and the economic stagnation of post­
Civil War Mississippi , it remains one of the relatively few examples of Romanesque Revival 
architecture in the state and is thus a significant expression of the style . It functioned 
as the county jail for seventy-one years . 

Prior to the construction of the Old Noxubee County Jail in 1907, citizens of the county 
had felt the need for a secure jail . The older 1860 facility, still extant on Washington 
Street, was even in its early days "no jail at all," according to a local attorney and 
state representative of the period , Hampton Jarnigan (United States, Joint Select Com­
mittee , p . 536) . The fact that prisoners simply removed bricks to escape aggravated a 
public which had been charged twice what the building should have cost . 

The new structure, designed by William S. Hull, popular Jackson, Mississippi, architect , 
and built by Pauly Jail Company of Memphis, was quite different . Although not escape­
proof, it facilitated better management of prisoners and provided greatly improved 
accommodations--11 steam heat, electric lights, hot and cold baths . " Inmates were 
incarcerated on the second floor, while the jailer and his family resided on the first . 
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Reaction to the new building was duly recorded in the local press : o, 

. ·· .. 

.-

The new jail is really a fine, modern prison and so far 
as that feature of the county's affairs can, reflects 
great credit on old Noxubee . (Macon Beacon, May 11, 1907) 

The best-known event associated with the jail was a hanging which took place a few months 
after the building was completed . Monroe Street was closed, and for days the condemned 
man, Si Connor, preached from his cell window to large predominantly black crowds while 
a gallows was constructed acro s s the street . Connor claimed to have visited hell and 
found it "as big as Macon; maybe bigger . 11 He wa s hanged on September 27, 1907 . It was 
generally agreed that such a spectacle did little to deter crime, and thereafter the 
practice of public hangings was discontinued . 

In 1978 county officials recognized the trend toward single-cell accommodations and 
constructed a new facility . While presently vacant a nd facing an uncertain future, 
the Old Noxubee County J ail enjoys considerable integrity and its preservation is a 
matter of local public concern • 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property comprises lots 209, 210, and 211 on the north side of Monroe Street and 
measures 115 feet by 75 feet . Beginning at the southwestern-most corner of lot 209, 
proceed east 115 feet along Monroe Street ; then north 75 feet ; then west 115 feet : then 
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OLD NOXUBEE COUNTY JAIL 
Macon, Noxubee County, Mississippi 
Paul Newsom 
September 25, 1978 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
Facade (south elevation), from the southwest. 
Photo 1 of 2 





OLD NOXUBEE COUNTY JAIL 
Macon, Noxubee County, Mississippi 
Paul Newsom 
September 25, 1978 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
East elevation, from the east. 
Photo 2 of 2 
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