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[7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One)

] Excellent ] Good [} Fair [] Deteriorated [® Ruins [J Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[id Altered [} Unaltered ] Moved &1 Original Site

to

.

gone,

.

of Gaines Trac

A. R,

Gin Port,

/Very little remains

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

here Cotton Gin Port once stood as a thriving river

ness street leading to the river.
still be seen where the road left the ground/to rise to the old
one lane iron bridge, which was built in 19f4,
concrete pillars
supported the old bridge sti
evidence of the town's existence is undoubtedly covered by silt,
deposited through the years by the overflowing river. Remains

casily folloved N

The famous "Cotton Gin lMagnolia," supposedly brought
upriver from ifobile by a steamboat captain and planted im the
yard of Peter Knowles prior to the Civil War, still stands. The

The steamboat dock and all of the houses and stores are
marked only by numerous scattered brick and foundation

was the main busi-
ortions of the concrete can

The four large
which once
e remaining

monunent, erected in the 1920s to commemorate Cotton

is located under this old tree.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site of Cotton Gin Port

, 1is one of the most
i1gtoric spots 1n Mississipp ts significance predates per-
manent white settlement by untold centuries. Recent archaeo=-
logical surveys in the area,indicate prehistoric Indian ogccupa-
tion from approximately SOQJB.C., continuing well after white
contact. The region aroufid Cotton Gin Port was also inhabited
by the historic Chiqyﬁsaw Indians, MNumerous Indian trails, des-
tined to be later developed as roads by white settlers, radiated
from the Cotton Gin Port area. //a

The Final Report of the United States DeSoto Expedi-
tion Commission states that Cotton Gin Port is one of the three

possible locations where the expedition of Hernando DeSoto may
have crossed“n the fall of 1540. Accord-
ing to some acco s, baltasar de Gallegos, a member of the

expedition and kinsman of (Cabeza de Vaca, was dispatched, along
with thirty horsemen, from the main Spanish party and crossed
the river at or near the location of Cotton Gin Port; whereas,
the main body of DeSoto's troops crossed at what was later known
as Morgan's Ferry near Aberdeen.
In 1736, Bienville, civil and military governor of the
French colony of Louisiana, undertook a war against the Chicka~
saws., With a force of approximately 600 men, Bienville moved
north from Fort Conde' at Mobile* in April,
1736, reaching the 'last portage, . . . situated on a fine bluff
ten leagues from the villages of the Chickasaw Indians'" on llay
22, Here, the French found 600-700 of their Choctaw allies, in-
cluding their chiefs. The French remained here two days in
order to plan strategy with the Choctaws and to construct a fort
as a base of operations. Approximately 600 piles (round logs)
the size of a man's thigh were cut for the palisades., Thirty-
five men were left here on May 24 when Bienville moved further
porth in his campaign against the Chickasaws, which resulted in
itis subsequent defeat at the Battle of Ackia. Following the
defeat, Bienville and his men returned to the "portage" on iay
29 and reembarked on that same day down the Tombigbee River,
abandoning the precently constructed fort,

In 1%52, the l{arquis de Vau%yéuil, Bienville's succes-
Lor, undertook another military expedition against the Chicka-
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saws. He moved — River and occupied Bienville's
old fort, using it as his base of operations. Although destroy-
ing some of the Chickasaw's cattle, crops and abandoned villages,
Vaudreuil's campaign met with little success, and he returned to
his base in the Cotton Gin Port region before moving back to

New Orleans, _

‘ Captain Bernard Romans, who was employed by the British
to survey the extensive area of West lFlorida, noted in A Concise
Natural History of East and West Florida that on December 13, 1771,
he and his party passed one bluff [present Cotton Gin Port],
"where the French formerly had a fortified trading house, about one
mile below the mouth of the creek [Town Creek], on the west
bank . . . " -

Zifter the passage of the Indian Civilization Act in 1801,
the United States government established a gin on the west side of
the river, in an attempt to convert the Chickasaws into peaceful
farmers and to win the support of the tribe, which had long been
allied with the English, The town of Cotton Gin Port received its
name from this gin, /

/A ferry was placed in operation at Cotton Gin Port
around 1803, It was used until 1914 when an iron bridge was built
over the Tombigbee at this point.

In 1807, Edmund Pendleton Gaines, under orders from
Secretary of War, Henry Dearborn, surveyed the Indian trail, which
was to become Gaines Trace, an important travel artery during the
territorial period. In 1810, George S. Gaines, Factor at St.

Stephens on themand younger brother of Edmund P. Gaines,
successfully nego ed with the Chickasaws to secure the opening
of Gaines Tx us connecting the Tennessee River at Huscle
Shoals to %at Cotton Gim Port.

In late 1814, Ednund Pendleton Gaines led badly needed
reinforcements to General Apdrew Jackson at New Orleans, using
Gaines Trace and crossingb at Cotton Gin Port.

" The first white farmers to settle permanently in the
immediate vicinity of Cotton Gin Port probably arrived in 181l6.
In that year, the Chi ws ceded a large portion of their land
to the United State and Gaines Trace

serving as the of the

cession. Therefore, Cotton Gin Port was locate
- United States territory in the upper Tombigbee region.
After the Chickasaw Cession of 1816, Cotton Gin Port
became the trading post for the Chickasaws., After the removal of
the Indians from the area in 1837, the town relied heavily on the
cotton trade and became a major steamboat shipping point on the
upper Tonbigbee.
Court sessions were held in Cotton Gin Port as early as
1621, prior to the establishment of a seat of justice for llonroe
County. Dr, W, F. Boyakin established the first school at Cotton




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ziiss]_ssippi

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°{U~*v
Monroe
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

. . _ ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries)

8.

Gin Port in 1824, The town, incorporated by the ilississippi
Legislature in 1838, reached its nost prosperous period around
1848, at which time it had a carding factory, a flouring mill,
twenty stores, and a population of approximately five hundred.

Zotton Gin Port died abruptly in l§§4yvhen the Kansas
City, Memphis ipcham railroad was confpleted,

This served to establish the new
town of Amory, which quickly absorbed the business and population
of Cotton Gin Port, Some of the buildings at Cotton Gin Port were
disassenbled and taken to Amory, while other smaller structures
were rolled on logs intact to the new town.

The acquisition and development of the site of 01ld
Cotton Gin Port has been reconmended in the first edition of the
lississippi Statewide Comprehensive llistori rvation Plan and
funds for this < ve been allocate
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This work contains a full bibliography of sources relating
to the history of Cotton Gin Port.
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