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[~| Occupied 

J£] Unoccupied 

f~| Preservation work 

i n progress

ACCESSIBLE 
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Museum

Park
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Scientific

I ! Transportation 
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S N AME:

:-tr. H. K. Holloway and Mr. Arch Dalrymple, III
STREET AND NUMBER:

I C I T Y OR TOWN:

Mississippi 28
$. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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17, DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
llent Q Good Fair

(Check One) 

Q Deteriorated Ruins I| Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered CD Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved jJTj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Very little remains
'here Cotton Gin Port once stood as a thriving river 
The steamboat dock and all of the houses and stores are 

gone, marked only by numerous scattered brick and foundation

____,___^^^^^^^_ was t ^ie ma in busi­ 
ness street leading to the rive r r " T^r^L?^s^ of the concrete can 
still be seen where the road left the ground/po rise to the old

19Z4. The four large
which once 

ge still stand. TTucn or the Remaining

one lane iron brid
concrete pillars
supported the old b
evidence of the town's existence is undoubtedly covered by silt,
deposited through the years by the overflowing river. Remains
of Gaines Tra/-g> r-^ n he.,, gng-f 1 y followed

upriver 
yard of 
J. A. ii

The famous "Cotton Gin Magnolia," supposedly brought 
from Mobile by a steamboat captain and planted in the

prior to the Civil War, still stands. The

m 
rn

Peter Knowles
monument, erected

Gin Port, is located under
in the 1920s to 
this old tree.

commemorate Cotton

O
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

|X) Pre-Columbian! JTI 16th Century 

|X] 15th Century £H 17th Century

QJ 18th Century 

H^ 19th Century

|~1 20th Centuiy

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1838

AREAS OF SIGNl FIC AN C E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal S Education Q 

j^l Prehistoric | [ Engineering | | 

3D Historic [ | Industry 

j£] Agriculture [ | Invention Q 

Q Architecture [ | Landscape [~] 

Q Art Architecture Q 

£] Commerce Q Literature 

[ | Communications [x"| Military j | 

Q Conservation r-j Music Jf]

Political 

Religion/Phi­ 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human­ 

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation

LD Urban Planning 

Q ' Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/The site of Cotton Gin P o r t ,|IHBHHIII|HIHjjHIIIII|

u
ID

LJ

 ^B, is one of the most
i i s t o r i c sp~ots in Mississippi. Its significance predates per­ 
manent white settlement by untold centuries. Recent archaeo- 
.ogical surveys in the area,, indicate prehistoric Indian 9ccupa- 
tion from approximately 500' B.C., continuing well after white 
contact. The region a-touKd Cotton Gin Port was also inhabited
y the historic Chickasaw Indians. Numerous Indian trails, des­ 
tined to be later developed as roads by white settlers, radiated 
ron the Cotton Gin Port area. /

The Final Report of the United States DeSoto Expedi- 
:ion Commission states that Cotton Gin Port is one of the three 
possible locations where the expedition of Hernando DeSoto may 
lave crossed |^^^HH^^^H|HHIIIIB.n the fall of 1540. Accord­ 
ing to some a^^^Jn^^^iT^Tas^^^de G a 11 e g o s , a member of the 
expedition and kinsman of Cabeza de Vaca, was dispatched, along

thirty horsemen, from the main Spanish party and crossed 
the river at or near the location of Cotton Gin Port; whereas, 
the main body of DeSoto's troops crossed at what was later known 
as Morgan's Ferry near Aberdeen.

In 1736, Bienville, civil and military governor of the 
rench colony of Louisiana, undertook a war against the Chicka- 

saws. With a force of approximately 600 men, Bienville moved

ten leagues from the villages of the Chickasaw Indians" on May 
22. Here, the French found 600-700 of their Choctaw allies, in­ 
cluding their chiefs. The French remained here two days in 
order to plan strategy with the Choctaws and to construct a fort 
as a base of operations. Approximately 600 piles (round logs) 
the size of a man's thigh were cut for the palisades. Thirty- 
five men were left here on May 24 x^hen Bienville moved further 
lorth in his campaign against the Chickasaws, which resulted in 
.iis subsequent defeat at the Battle of Ackia. Following the 
defeat, Bienville and his men returned to the "portage" on May 
29 and reembarked on that same day down the Tonbigbee River, 
abandoning the r/ecently constructed fort,.

In the Marquis de Vau4,r4uil, Bienville's succes-
or, undertook another military expedition against the Chicka-
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saws. He moved |0HHHHHBIHH River and occupied Bienville's 
old fort, using it as his base of operations. Although destroy­ 
ing some of the Chickasaw's cattle, crops and abandoned villages, 
Vaudreuil's campaign met with little success, and he returned to 
biis base in the Cotton Gin Port region before moving back to 
N.ew Or le ans .

Captain Bernard Romans, who was employed by the British 
to survey the extensive area of West Florida, noted in A_ Concise 
Natural History of East and Wes t Florida that on December 13, 1771,
he and his party passed one bluff [present Cotton Gin Port], 
"where the French formerly had a fortified trading house, about one| 
mile below the mouth of the creek [Town Creek], on the west 
b ank . . . ."

/After the passage of the Indian Civilization Act in l&G'l 
the United States government established a gin on the west side of 
the river, in an attempt to convert the Chickasaws into peaceful 
farmers and to win the support of the tribe, which had long been 
allie'd with the English. The town of Cotton Gin Port received its 
name from this gin. /

^A ferry was placed in operation at Cotton Gin Port
around 1803. It was used until 1914 when an iron bridge was built.
over the Tombigbee at this point. *

In 1807, Edmund Pendleton Gaines, under orders from
Secretary of War, Henry Dearborn, surveyed the Indian trail, which 
was to become Gaines Trace, an important travel artery during the

In 1810 , 
and

George S. Gaines, Factor at St
younger brother of Edmund P. Gaines

territorial period.
Stephens on the_________
successfully n e g^^^^^^T"wT th the Chickasaws to secure the opening
of Gaines Tr^e^tihiisconnecti n g the Tennessee River at Muscle
Shoals to liJjj^lllllHljjHP a t Cotton Gin Port.

In late 18^d Pendleton Gaines led badly needed 
reinforcements to Gene ral_Aja_d_r_ew__Jacks on at New Orleans, using 
Gaines Trace and croBsinQ^ffffffjfjffjfjjjff^ at Cotton Gin Port.

The first white farmers to settle permanently in the 
immediate vicinity of Cotton Gin Port probably arrived in 1816.

United States territory in the upper Tombigbeei^?!^^^^^
After the Chickasaw Cession of 1816, Cotton Gin Port 

became the trading post for the Chickasaws. After the removal of 
the Indians from the area in 1837, the town relied heavily on the 
cotton trade and became a major steamboat shipping point on the 
upper Tonbigbee.

Court sessions were held in Cotton Gin Port as early as 
1821, prior to the establishment of a seat of justice for llonroe 
County. Dr. U. F. Boyakin established the first school at Cotton
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Gin Port in 
Legislature in 
1848, at which

1824. The town, incorporated by the Mississippi
1838, reached its nost prosperous period around
tine it had a carding factory, a flouring mill,

twenty stores, and a population of approximately five hundred. 
^Cotton Gin Port died abruptly in 188/7 when the Kansas

town of Amory, which 
of Cotton Gin Port.

Cit ailroad was completed,
This served to establish the new 

quickly absorbed the business and population 
Some of the buildings at Cotton Gin Port were 

disassembled and taken to Amory, while other smaller structures 
were rolled on logs intact to the new town. /

The acquisition and development of the site of Old
Cotton Gin Port has been recommended in the first edition of the 
.'lis s iss ippi Statewide Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan and 
funds for this

9.
1903). VII. 263-270(Oxford, Hiss issippi Historical Socie: 

McGajiey, Samuel 0.^, Archaeological Survey
^[[BmimBPB| Hay-June t 19 70 . (Jackson: Mississipp
ment of Archives and History, Jackson, 1971), 7. 

Phelps, Dawson A., "The Chickasaw Agency," The Journal of
Mississippi His tory . (Jackson: i-tiss iss ippi Historical
Society, 1952), XIV, No. 2, 134-135. 

Riley, Franklin«L., "Extinct Towns and Villages of Mississippi,"
Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society. (Oxford,
Mississippi: Mississippi Historical Society, 1902), V,
358-359. 

Romans, Bernard, A_ Con cise Natural His tory of Eas t and West F1 o r i da,

New 
Rowland,

(New York, 1775, reprinted 
Orleans, 1961), 210. 
Dunbar, Mississippi .

by Pelican Publishing Company, 

(Atlanta: Southern Historical
1907) 575-576Publishing Association, 

Rowland, Dunbar and Sanders, A. G. (eds.), Mississippi Provin cial 
Archives 1 729- 1740 French Dominion. (Jackson:
Depar tiaen t 
317. 

>ne . James_H

of Arch-ives and History, 1927)
Mississippi 

I, 302-303, 309,

S tone
Attracl inn

Cotton Gin Port, Mississ ippi : The History of
(University of Mississippi, 1969),

Feasibility of Developing Historic Tourist
Old Cotton Gin Port , 

Mississ i p p i r s i t y of Mis sis sip pi, 1969), passim . 
This work contains a full bibliography of sources relating 
to the history of Cotton Gin Port.


