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The Monroe County Courthouse, built in 1857, is a three-by-nine-bay two-story brick building 
with a hip roof topped by a polygonal clock tower. The walls are laid in common bond brick 
and divided by pilasters which support a corbeled and denticulated cornice. Originally 
set on brick piers, the foundation is now concrete. Windows on the first floor contain 
six-over-six sash; those on the second floor nine-over-nine sash. All windows are capped 
by peaked cast-iron lintels ornamented with acroteria and a raised floral motif. All 
four elevations originally had central entrances. Two of these, located on the north and 
south (side) elevations, have been enclosed. The two remaining entrances utilize recessed 
surrounds of side lights and transoms set beneath cast-iron lintels. Heavy four-panel 
doors are automatically closed by an original weighted pulley mechanism. On the second 
floor, four larger doorways with matching surrounds open onto cast-iron balconies 
sheltered by wooden brackets. The clock tower is adorned with fluted Ionic columns and 
paneled pilasters. In 1901 a one-story brick wing was added to the north side of the 
main block, and a two-story stucco wing was added to the south side in 1941.

As originally built the courthouse followed a four-room center-hall plan with three 
crossing halls. Various interior alterations have been made, however, to meet increased 
space requirements. Located in the front and rear crossing halls were four stairways, one 
at each corner of the building. Only one of these remains intact; the others now ac 
commodate bathroom facilities, storage room, and elevator. Recent modernization has 
resulted in the loss of original courtroom furnishings, removal of mantelpieces, enclosure 
of the balcony, and lowering of ceilings, thereby hiding original eared architraves and 
cast-iron capitals.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Monroe County Courthouse, located in Aberdeen, is an outstanding example of a Greek 
Revival public building. The courthouse has been in continuous service for the transaction 
of county business since 1857, and houses the oldest county records in north Mississippi, 
dating from 1821 (Mississippi Department of Archives and History, National Register form 
for Monroe County Courthouse prepared by Mrs. Sam W. Crawford).

When Monroe County was formed in 1830, the county seat was located in Athens, the geograph 
ic center of the county. A small courthouse was built there, but it was not standing in 
1836, when the first land sales were conducted in Aberdeen. Within six months Aberdeen 
had become the largest town in Monroe County and its residents began agitating for the 
legislature to relocate the county seat there. Aberdeen was designated as the county 
seat in 1847, but attempts to return the county seat to Athens did not cease until 1850. 
The first courthouse in Aberdeen, a frame building costing only $1,200, was much 
criticized by Athens residents, who had allocated $20,000 for a courthouse in their town. 
Money was therefore not spared on Aberdeen 1 s second courthouse. A "Court House Palace," 
symbol of Aberdeen's political dominance, was built at a cost of almost $40,000. The 
courtroom on the second floor, measuring ninety-three feet by sixty-three feet, was for 
many years the largest room in the state (Rodabough).

Architecturally the Monroe County Courthouse is a catalog of elements and influences 
characteristic of the Greek Revival period in American architecture. Although there is 
no portico, reference to the Greek temple form is evident in the orientation of the 
building (main entrance located on the short end), the brick pilasters, and the den 
ticulated frieze. Common Greek Revival features are displayed in the pilasters and 
Ionic columns in the clock tower. The influence of Minard Lafever is evident in the 
delicacy of the narrow door panels and floral motifs of the lintels, and it is particu 
larly interesting to see Lafever's decorative ideas expressed in cast iron. The 
influence of elements of Egyptian architecture, unearthed during the Greek Revival period, 
is reflected in the courthouse interior, which utilizes Egyptian pylon architraves and 
Egyptian column capitals.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property occupies a square of land^200 feet by 200 feet and is designated as 
Court House Square on the original 1836 plan of the Town of Aberdeen. It is bordered on
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MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer p££ 2 2 1978
September 7, 1978
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History 
West (facade) and north elevations, looking

southeast. 
Photo 1 of 8





MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer :., . p o
September 7, 1978 " " *
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History 
South elevation, showing alteration of
original entrance; balcony; and clock
tower. Looking north. 
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MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer ,,,,,,:,, ^
September 7, 1978 ^! f' f> 

Mississippi Department of Archives and
History

Detail of clock tower, looking north. 
Photo 3 of 8





MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer
September 7, 1978
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History
Detail of cast-iron window lintel. 
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MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer
September 7, 1978
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History 
Detail of cast-iron balcony railing on west

elevation, looking southwest. 
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MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer »Q 3 2 1976
September 7, 1978
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History 
Center hall, showing Greek Revival column

support; looking west from east entrance. 
Photo 6 of 8
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MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer
September 7, 1978
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History 
Interior courtroom door, showing eared
architrave; looking east. 

Photo 7 of 8
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MONROE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi
Adele Cramer jifctP <i 9j fu
September 7, 1978
Mississippi Department of Archives and

History 
Iron door surround of vault room (now an

office) of 1901 addition; looking north. 
Photo 8 of 8
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