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The earthworks, consisting of artillery parapets for a
seven-gun battery flanked by infantry trenches and a two-gun
position approximately one hundred and fifty yards to the north,
constitute the existing fortifications, which were constructed
by the Federal army in 1862. The main camp and headquarters
site of Major General James B. McPherson were immediately to the
north of the two-gun battery position in an open field. The
field, which has been in pasture or under continual cultivation
through the years, appears much as it did when Federal troops
abandoned the site.

Although McPherson's returns show that he had a total of
twenty-four pieces of artillery, it is probable that only a to-
tal of nine were mounted in position behind the earthern works.
Perhaps others were mounted with cotton bale fortifications.
The existing earthworks are in an excellent state of preserva-
tion, but they are completely overgrown by heavy underbrush.

The road from Holly Springs to Oxford was moved to the east
when the present State Highway 7 was constructed. This enhanced
the site, since the old roadbed was left in its original state.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The earthworks along the north bank of the Tallahatchie
River and on the old Holly Springs-Oxford road were once a vi-
tal link in the chain of communications supplying the invading
Federal army of Major General Ulysses S. Grant, who in Decem-
ber 1862, was launching his first offensive against Vicksburg
after an unsuccessful naval assault on the city. Grant had es-
tablished his base of operations at Holly Springs where the
Federal army had stockpiled over a million dollars in war mate-
rial. The invasion could succeed only if these strategic links
remained unbroken and in the hands of the Federal army.

By December 2, 1862, the vanguard of the Federal offensive
extended as far south as Oxford in an inland attack, which was
coordinated with the forces of Major General William T. Sherman
moving down the Mississippi River toward the common objective
of Vicksburg. Grant, dependent upon the supplies at Holly
Springs, was moving along the route of the Mississippi Central
Railroad for the purpose of preventing reinforcements from
reaching the Vicksburg garrison. The job of securing the
thirty miles from Holly Springs to Oxford was assigned to Major
General James B. McPherson, who had established his headquar-
ters on the north bank of the Tallahatchie River on the Holly
Springs-Oxford road. McPherson was to maintain control of
this vital point and to protect the engineers from attack while
they were rebuilding the bridge. With this objective in mind,
McPherson had fortifications completed by December 20, for his
twenty field pieces and four heavy pieces of artillery. Behind
these fortifications there was a broad open field that provided
an excellent site for his headquarters and a camp for his men.
The division of Brigadier General John A. Logan, consisting of
9,575 men and officers, was assigned the north bank of the
Tallahatchie. Q§I£U0
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On December 20, 1862, the Confederate cavalry of Major
General Earl Van Dorn made a daring raid on the Federal supply
base at Holly Springs, capturing the garrison and destroying the
entire stockpile of Grant's supplies. This loss forced Grant to
abort his drive against Vicksburg, and on his return to Holly

Springs to view the damage, he wired McPherson: '"There is no
special object any longer in holding the Tallahatchie. Fall back
as far as you can." The fortifications along the Tallahatchie,

therefore, had lost their importance.

Until the successful campaigns of Grant against Vicksburg
came to a close, there was little activity at the crossing.
Federal cavalry patrolled the north bank and the Confederates the
south side. Occasionally these patrols clashed and a skirmish
resulted. But, it was not until the fall of 1863, when Brigadier
General James R. Chalmers led his Confederate and State Troops
across the Tallahatchie in an unsuccessful attempt to dislodge
the Federals from northwest Mississippi, that action came to
the crossing.

The final action came on August 7, 1864, when Federals ad-
vancing toward Oxford encountered Confederate pickets on the
north side of the Tallahatchie. A skirmish ensued that lasted
for three days, finally ending on the south side of Hurricane
Creek, four miles south of Abbeville, when the Confederates
withdrew beyond Oxford.

Today the site is owned by the United States Corps of
Engineers, Vicksburg District and is a part of the Sardis Reser-
voir property and remains as evidence of the importance of the
strategic crossing on the Tallahatchie River.
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