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1. Name 

historic Mead vi ll a 

and 'or common same as above 

2. Location 

For HCRS use only 

received 

date entered 

South of U.S. Highway 61 North and west of the junction 
street & number of U.S. Highway 61 North and U.S. Highway 84 East _X__ not for publication 

city , town Washington 

state Mississippi code 

3. Classification 

N1L vicinity of .. 
28 county Adams 

Status 
occupied 

_ unoccupied 

, .. Present Use 

code 

museum 
_ park 

Category 
_ district 
_lL building(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
-N-A in process 

_ work in progress 
Accessible 

_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

private residence 
_ religious 

_ being considered 
___lL yes : restricted 
_ yes : unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Ma lcol m Wood 

street&number P. 0. Box 74 

city , town Washington NJL vicinity of 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Office of the Chancery Clerk 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Adams County Courthouse 

street & number Courthouse Square 

city, town Natchez 

_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

stateMississippi 39190 

------

state Mississippi 39120 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title NA has this property been determined elegible? _ yes no ------

date . _federal _ state _ .county _ local 
--------------------------------------------------

depository for survey records 

city , town state 



7. escript ion 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_ good 
__lL_ fa ir 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins al tered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
original site 

_ moved date _ N'-'-'A-'-------- ---

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

. L?cated in ~he old town area of Wa shington, once the te r r i t or i al capital of Mi ss i ssi ppi, 
wh1 ch 1s t oday l1 ttle ~ore than a cr ossroads at the intersect i on of U.S. Hi ghways 61 North 
and 84 East, Meadv illa i s a two-story Federal Style fra me res idence that r ests upon a fu ll 
basement. The broken -sl ope ga ble roof i s f l anked at each end by an outsi de -end brick 
chi mney which breaks away from t he body of t he house at the attic level. The northerly 
facade of t he house is fronted by a dou ble-ti ered gall ery supported by wooden box columns 
that are lin ked on the second-story level by a railing of rectangul ar -sectioned ba l usters . 
The f i rs t- story ga ll ery railing has been removed . The wooden box co lumns are part of a 
Gree k Revival r emod eling of the house that included the constructi on of one- story wings . 
Th e f acade of the house i s finished on both l eve l s in beaded matched boards with a mo lded 
cha i r rail and molded base . Window and door surrounds are molded with a single fasc i a 
and all windows of the hou se contain nine-over -nine, doubl e-hun g sash except f or the attic 
level windows whi ch featu re si x-over-si x sash . The first- story of t he house was altered 
in a mid-20th century remode ling, but the bays of the second -story facade are origina l. 
Occ upy ing the t wo centra 1 bays of t he four -bay second-story facade are transuitled doon-1ays 
fl anked by wind o\tJS and f i lled v.Jith single-leaf doors with six molded and fielded panels . 
The f i rs t- story facade is now a si x- bay composition with the westernmost bay created 
in t he mi d- 20th century by the encl osure of a breezeway connecting the main house to a 
Gree k Revival wing. A remodeled doorway with ped iment now occupies the central bay of the 
five northern bays. Ori ginall y , the first story was a five - bay composition with transomed 
doorways occupyi ng t he centra l bay of the eastern three bays and the easternmost bay of the 
west ern two-bay port ion. Match i ng Greek Revival wings attached by open breezeways , were 
once locat ed at each gable end of the house but only the westernmost wing has survived . 
The surv iving one-story wing , which rests upon brick foundation piers features a gable 
r oof pierced by central chimney , a ped imented gable-end northerly facade, and a five-bay 
wester ly elevat ion with central doorway . All elevations of this wing are finished in 
beaded matched boards , and the pedimented gable end features a dentiled cornice and unusual 
appli ed decoration that simulates a semi-elliptical light. 

The i nterior pl an was origina l ly a single-pile plan, two rooms wide , with no centra l 
passage. Shor tl y after the house was constructed , sma ll cabinet rooms were enc losed at 
ei t her end of the first -story rear gallery and the second -story gallery was also enc losed . 
Du r i ng t he mi d- twentieth century , the first -story recessed rear_ga~lery was enclo~ed as 
a fami ly room . At one time an exterior stairway was located w1th1n the double - t1ered 
front ga ll ery , but, at present the only access to the second story is provided by an 
original sta i rway located in the enc l osed rear galle~y . This s~airway .whi~h f~atures . 
square newels with rectangular- sectioned balusters, 1s a t ltJO-fllght sta1r \-Jlth 1ntermed1ate 
l and i ng . The interior millwork of eadvilla is outstanding and ranks among the finest 
examp l es of Federal Style millwork in the Natchez area . Each of the four Federal Style _ 
mante l pieces features bed moldings , frieze end blocks, central tablet , and gouge carv1ng . 
The remain i ng millwork cons i sts of doors with s i x molded and fielded panels mo l ded door 
and window surrounds that vary from hav i ng two fascia to one fascia, molded chair rail 
sometimes adorned with gouge carving, molded cornice also sometimes adorned with gouge 
carving , and molded and beaded bases . 

Although altered by a mid - t 1entieth century remodeling photographic evidence 
of the unaltered first-story facade coupled with the survival of all original material 
woul d provi de for an authentic restorati on of the house. No orig inal out buil di ngs 
have survived on the property . 



8. 1gnif1cance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140G-1499 
_ 150G-1599 
_ 160G-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
_.x 180G-1899 
_ 190o-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
_x_ architecture _ education 

_ landscape architecture _ religion 
_ law _ science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ theater _ commerce 

_ communications 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_ invention 

_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Specific dates unknown Builder/Architect unknown 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Constructed early in the nineteenth century, Meadvilla is one of the most archi­
tecturally and historically significant residences in Adam County. Located in the old 
town of Washington, once the territorial capital of Mississippi, Meadvilla is the 
finest surviving resi.dence in .the Washington community that dates from the territorial 
period . The high quality of its interior millwork, which includes Federal Style mante l 
pieces, chair railing, and cornice molding richly decorated with gouge carving, ranks 
Meadvilla among the most signif icant Federal Style residences of the county. Historica ll y, 
the house gains significance from its early use as . a tavern for the town of Washington 
and from its association with Cow.les Mead and Benjamin L. C. Wailes. General Cowles 
Mead, who later served in the state legislature, served as secretary. of the ~1ississippi 
territorial government and was acting governor when the territorial government had 
Aaron Burr arrested and arraigned for treason. Meadvilla was his residence in the town 
of Washington and derives its historic name from his residency . Planter, scientist, 
and scholar, Benjamin L. C. Wailes purchased Meadvilla in 1828 and resided in the house 
until his death in 1862. One of the leading intellectual forces in the state in the 
mid-nineteenth century, Wailes was the first state geologist, first president of the 
Mississippi Historical Society, charter member of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and a trustee of Jefferson College , the first state -chartered 
institution for higher learning in Mississippi. 



9. Major ibliographical References 

See attached sheet . 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 18 . 45 acres 

Quadrangle name Was h i n to n Mi SS . 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale J....:.2A , 00 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See attached xerox of Adams County Tax ~1ap with the nominated property out1 i ned in 
red . The 18.45 acre tract represents the tota 1 acreage that has been acq~li red by the 
owner of the house. This acrea e serves as a muc needed buffer bet~t1een he house (see 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries continuati 
sheet) 

state code NA code county 
----...:..!.:....:'----------- ---------"'----- - --------- ---

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/ti tle Mary W. Mi 11 er/research consultant 

organization Historic Natchez Foundation date July 23, 1982 

street & number P. 0. Box 1761 telephone (601 ) 442-2500 

city or town Natchez state ississippi 39120 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is : 

_ national state _ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of t 966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationa l Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Off icer signature . ~---
t i tle Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer . date September 27, 1982 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that th is property Is Included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest : date 

Chief of Registration 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory- Nomination Form 

Mead vi 11 a 
Continuation sheet Washington, Adams Co. , Miss Jtem number 9 and 10 

9 - MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Adams County. Office of the Chancery Clerk. Deed Books 0, Q. 

OMB No. 10?4 00 18 
Exp. 10-31-84 

· l'e(:eived " 

date entered 

Page 

Claiborne, J. F. H. Mississippi,~~ Province, Territory, and State with 
Biographical Notices of Eminent Citizens. 1880. Reprint. Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1964. 

Lowery, Robert and William H. McCardle. ~History of Mississippi. New York 
and New Orleans: University Publishing Company, 1900. 

Sydnor, Charles S. A Gentleman of the Old Natchez Region. Durham, North 
Carolina: Duke- University Press, 1938. 

10 - GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

and the two U.S. Highways that run north and east of the house. 
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HEADVILLA 
Washington, Adams Co., Mississippi 

Looking southerly, the northerly facade 
of the house. 

Mary W. Miller, Historic llatchez foundation, 
July 1932. 

Photo 1 of 4 





IEADVIlLA 
Washington, Adams Co., 111ss1ssipp1 

Looking southwesterly, the pedi~~ented 
gable end of the Greek Revival western 
wing of the house. 

Mary II. Hiller, Historic natchez foundation, 
July 1982. 

Photo 2 of 4 





IIEAOVILLA 
Washington, Ada~ Co., Hississippi 

Looking northwesterly, the easterly 
side elevation of the house showing 
the enclosure of the rear gallery. 

Hary W. Hiller, Historic Natchez Foundation, 
July 1982. 

Photo 3 of 4 





HEAOVILLA 
Washington, Adams Co., ~1i~s. 
Looking easterly, the montel piece of the 
easterly front parlor. 

Hary W. Hiller, llistoric Uatchez Foundation, 
June 1982. 

Photo 4 of 4 


