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1. Name of Property 

historic name Emile Cohn House 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number 536 S. Jackson Street D not for publication 

city or town -=B-'-ro.:....o.:....k-'-h""a""'v""'e""'n _______________________ L_j vicinity 

state Mississi code MS county Lincoln code 085 zip code 39601 -=.:..:...=..=.:..;____ -=-=-=-::....:... ___ _ 
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this _ nomination _request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion , the property_ meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria . I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
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Signature of certifying officialfTitle Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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I hereby certify that this property is: 
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_other (explain:) 
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Emile Cohn House 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

private 

public - Local 

public - State 

public - Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

building(s) 

district 

site 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC/Single dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th and Early 20th CENTURY 

REVIVALS/Beaux Arts 

(Expires 5/31 /2012) 

Lincoln County, MS 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributin Noncontributin 
___ ...:...._ ______ ....:._ ___ buildings 

sites ----------------
structures ----------------

---------------- objects 

----~------...:...._ ___ __ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

None 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instruct ions.) 

DOMESTIC/Single dwelling 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

foundation: _8-'-'-ric-'-k-'--"-p-'ie'-r-'-s _________ _ 

walls: Wood 
~-'-'~---------------

roof: 

other: Composition shingles 
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Emile Cohn House Lincoln County, MS 
Name of Property County and State 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources 
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as 
its location, setting , size, and significant features.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The Emile Cohn House at 536 South Jackson Street in Brookhaven, MS, is a one-and-a-half-story frame house in the 
Beaux Arts style of architecture. The house faces east on South Jackson Street and is directly to the north of a sister twin 
house. The houses are identical and have been historically known as the Cohn Houses. (See Photo #1) The sister house 
is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Cohn Houses are located in a residential neighborhood along 
a tree-lined street with other older homes similar in size. 

The house is set back from South Jackson Street in a landscaped yard which includes a concrete sidewalk and designed 
planting beds with traditional landscape plantings. Like its "twin" directly beside it to the south , the house and yard are 
integral to the character of the late 191

h and early 201
h century substantial Brookhaven neighborhood. (See Photos #2 & 3) 

Narrative Description 

The front fac;:ade of 536 South Jackson faces east. Dormer windows dominate its steeply pitched deck-on-hip roof of 
composite asphalt shingles. There is a pedimented dormer with pilasters and a dentiled cornice which wraps around the 
fac;:ade. The main roof cornice features modillions, dentils, and swags. (See Photo #4) There are two original roof slope 
chimneys and one non-slope roof chimney added to the rear addition . 

There is a partial width , hip roofed , front porch with a portico extension at its center. The porch is supported by six 
garlanded Ionic, fluted columns. The portico has a roofl ine balustrade of boxed newel posts with urn finials and turned 
balusters creating a false balcony for the front dormer. (See Photo #5) The roof deck has a match ing balustrade. The 
building is sided with wood clapboard with paneled corner pilasters. The porch floor, ce iling , and front steps are wood . 
The porch ceiling is bead board. 

The windows on the north, south , and east (front) fac;:ade, are one-over-one double hung sash with original shutters. 
Dormer windows , with the exception of the one on the rear fac;:ade which is six-over-six, are eight-over-eight double hung 
sash. Two full height one-over-two double hung sash windows are on the porch and contain original shutters. (See Photo 
#6) 

There is a Palladian window to the right of the porch created by a large one-over-over window with a stained glass, half­
round "lunette" above. Two smaller one-over-one windows flank the large one-over-one centered window. There is 
another stained glass lunette on the porch wall to the right of the two fu ll-height one-over- two windows. (See Photo #7) 

The windows and doors on the porch have heavy moldings. The arched opening leading to the 
entry has Ionic pilasters on each side. The partially enclosed entry has heavy paneling and the entry door is double-leafed 
full-glazed with a transom. (See Photo #8) 
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Emile Cohn House Lincoln County, MS 
Name of Property County and State 

On the south elevation, there is one one-over-one window with original shutters and a projecting bay. The bay contains 
two one-over-one double hung sash windows with original shutters. (See Photo #9) Four one-over-one windows with 
original shutters continue to the new rear addition. The dormer contains two eight-over-eight windows. (See Photo #1 0) 

A new rear addition to the west (rear) fayade was begun in 1996 and completed in 2009. The addition was added to the 
original kitchen and is not visible from the road . The back wall of the original kitchen was removed , a den area added, and 
a wall of four-pane vertical windows which compliment the building and are in keeping with the architecture of the house 
was added. Four Ionic columns which match those on the front fayade are used as support on a brick foundation for the 
addition. A working fireplace was added and is not visible from the road . (See Photo #11) On the north elevation of the 
addition are two sets of French doors which stylistically match the new windows and a set of windows which match the 
French doors. (See Photo #12) 

On the first floor of the west fayade are three original stained glass one-over-one windows. Also, there is a small addition 
which is covered with modern wood siding. This small addition is not visible from the road . The second floor contains one 
six-over-six window. (See Photo #13) 

On the north fayade , four one-over-one double hung windows are extant with original shutters. The dormer contains two 
eight-over-eight windows which match the dormers on the east and south facades. (See Photo #14) 

The foundation is brick piers with lattice used as screening between piers. Located on the rear of the lot on the north side 
is a small detached covered carport. It is not original to the property and is non-contributing. (See Photo #15) 

The interior of the house has a large foyer. Stairs, over a paneled wall , original to the house, leading to the second floor 
are to the left of the entry. (See Historic Photo, Figure 1 and Photo #16) The dining room is directly ahead and accessible 
through large pocket doors. A parlor used as a living room is accessible to the right of the entry through another set of 
large pocket doors. (See Photo #17) All walls are plaster and have been re-plastered where needed and painted. All 
interior doors have transoms and original hardware. (See Photo #18) 

The dining room contains three one-over-one original stained glass windows. There is a transomed door leading to a 
bedroom on the north side of the room. All doors in the house have two vertical and three horizontal panels. (See Photo 
#19) The brick/tiled fireplace is original. (See Photo #20) 

The bedroom off the dining room, to the north, contains a brick fireplace with no tile surround. (See Photo #21) There is a 
small bathroom and a closet, both added around 1967, off the bedroom which are in need of repair. The bathroom has 
newer but dilapidated fixtures. These two areas will soon be updated in keeping with the architecture of the house. On 
the south side of the dining room is a fireplace with original tile surround and a door leading to the original kitchen. 

Remodeling of the kitchen and the den addition was begun in 1996 and fin ished in 2009. The exterior wall was removed to 
make room for a den area. A fireplace and wall of windows were added. See Photo #22) Wood from the original floor was 
used for the island countertop. (See Photo #23) The ceiling of the original kitchen was opened and open air beams 
installed which allow one to see the joists of the second floor. (See Photo #24) 

All of the floors are heart pine and in the original areas of the house are inlaid with a darker geometric wood pattern (See 
Photo #25) . Hardware on doors and windows is original. (See Photo #26) There are six original fireplaces with brick and 
tile surrounds located throughout the house and one new fireplace located in the new rear addition . All ceilings are 15 1/2' 
tall on the first floor and 10 feet on the second floor. 

Beyond the dining room, to the south, is a second bedroom with original lighting and a fireplace with tile surround. The 
wood floor has an inlaid geometric pattern. (See Photo #27) 

Off of the bedroom and adjoining a front study is an original bathroom with historic fixtures. (See Photo #28) The 
bathroom is located in the projecting bay. Original closets on each side of the bay provide storage. 

The study contains two full length one-over-two windows as seen from the front fayade. An original fireplace with tile 
surround is extant as well as wooden inlaid floors. Doors are transomed with original hardware. (See Photo #29) 

4 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service I National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 
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Three bedrooms are located upstairs accessible by the stairs in the foyer. A small landing midway up the stairs contains a 
stained-glass lunette, visible from the front fat;:ade. (See Photo #30) At the top of the stairs is another landing. Three 
transomed doors lead to each of the three upstairs rooms. (See Photo #31 & #32) 
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Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded , or is likely to yield , information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for rel igious 
purposes. 

8 removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building , object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Period of Significance (justification) 

(Expires 5/31 /2012) 

Lincoln County, MS 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

ARCHITECTU RE 

Period of Significance 

1903 

Sign ificant Dates 

Sign ificant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Arch itecUBu ilder 
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This is one of two twin houses referred to as the "Cohn Houses." The house at 536 S. Jackson Street was built in 1903. 
The houses first appear on the 1910 Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.1 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.) 

The Emile Cohn House is significant under Criterion C. It is locally significant as a fine example of Beaux Arts Classicism 
architecture and like its companion house next do,or at 544 South Jackson Street, known historically as one of a twin set of 
Cohn Houses, named for one of its early owners.11 The house has had few modifications, none being visible from the sides 
or front fac;:ade. The Pall.adian window and use of garland on the fluted columns is in the style of Robert Adam , a well­
known English architect. 111 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

The subject house at 536 South Jackson was built for Emile Cohn. Emile married Bertile Wilson in 1901 and soon 
thereafter built the Cohn house. Bertile had a brother named Solon and a sister named Natalie. Solon originally owned 
the twin sister house at 544 South Jackson Street. lv 

There were three Cohn brothers, the th ird being Louis. In 1883, the three brothers formed a partnership in the mercantile 
business in Monticello, MS. In 1893, they moved the business to Brookhaven. In 1894, David married Natalie. The Cohn 

1 Sanborn Map Company . Brookhaven Map for 1910 . New York, NY: Sanborn Map Company, 1910. 
11 Brookhaven Tour of Homes Booklet, April 8, 1995. 
iii Interviews. Works Progress Administration, Brookhaven, MS 
i v Claudia Smith, Interview; October 19, 2010; Brookhaven, MS. 
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brothers were also charter members of the Jewish Synagogue. They stayed in business many years, eventually limiting 
their activities to farming and a rental business.v 

Natalie Cohn died of cancer, leaving David Cohn to care for their children at 544 South Jackson Street. He later became 
sick and asked Ms. Greaves, his bookkeeper, to move into the house to care for his two children, Marion and Daphne. 
Ms. Greaves and her young son moved into the house around 1950. David died and eventually the last Cohn owner, 
Marion Cohn, sold the house to Ms. Greaves. Ms. Greaves and her two children li-.:ed in the house until eventually her 
daughter Claudia inherited the house. It was eventually sold to the current owner. v' 

Emile Cohn, at 536 South Jackson, had two girls, Amelia and Dorthea. As the last living relative, Dorthea gave the house 
to Ms. Greaves. Ms. Greaves gave the house to her son who sold it to the present owner, John Roberts. v" 

Several original pieces of furniture remain in the dining room. They are a buffet, a round dining table, and a cabinet. (See 
Historic Photo, Figure 2) 

The Beaux Arts style of architecture popular during the late 19th and early 20th centuries employs sl ightly overscaled 
details, bold sculptural supporting consoles, rich deep cornices, swags and sculptural enrichments. It is an eclectic form of 
Neoclassicism combining classical architecture from ancient Greece and Rome with Renaissance ideas. It is 
characterized by order, symmetry, formal design, grandiosity, and elaborate ornamentation . viii 

The twin Cohn Houses are the most notable residential examples of th is style of architecture in Brookhaven. 
There are other examples of Beaux Arts residences outside of Brookhaven. The Captain F. L. Bailey House in Pascagoula 
(NR, 1988) is a two-story house with paired full-height colossal Ionic columns supporting a central pedimented entrance. 
The Bomer House, 2315 Cherry Street, Vicksburg (NR, 2003), designed by local architect Will iam Stanton for a 
lumberman, is another example with more eclectic styling . 

The Beaux Art style is most commonly used for public buildings such as museums, ra ilway stations, libraries, banks, 
courthouses and government buildings. The best example of this style in Mississippi is the New Capitol in Jackson (1 903). 
In Brookhaven, the United States Post Office has some elements of Beaux Arts architecture; however, the Old City Hall 
(1901) is the best example. Other notable buildings in the style in Mississippi include Meridian City Hall and Ricks 
Memorial Library in Yazoo City. lx 

The Emile Cohn House embodies the Beaux Arts style of architecture with its rich use of balustrades, pilasters, swags and 
garland. Garland is used heavily, surrounding the cornices and also the tops of the fluted Ion ic columns. Original wood 
siding , shutters, and windows contribute to the building 's significance. The interior has been immaculately preserved 
complete with original hardware, plaster walls , original lighting where it existed , heart pine inlaid patterned floors , original 
bathroom fixtures, and two sets of large pocket doors. All six orig inal fireplaces and tile surrounds are extant. Original 
stained glass windows are extant in the dining room, living room, and front porch. 

Although the house has been altered slightly by the addition of a small bath , sma ll closet, and den addition on the rear, 
these are not visible from the front fa9ade and are in keeping with the arch itecture of the house. 

Two other sets of twin houses exist on South Jackson Street. One such set is the A. E. Morton, Jr. House located at 610 
South Jackson Street and the Robert D. Morton House located at 613 South Jackson Street. Both are listed on the 
National Reg ister of Historic Places and were designed by George F. Barber, architect and architectural plan-book author 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.x 

v Brookhaven Centennial Program, 1859-1959. 
vi Claudia Smith, Interview; October 19, 2010; Brookhaven, MS. 
vii Ibid. 
viii Architecture: From Prehistory to Postmodernity, 2 nd Ed.; Prentice Hall, 2003. 

ix Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson, MS. National Register File. 
Lincoln County, South Jackson Street, Historic District Survey. 
X Ibid. 
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Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles , and other sources used in preparing th is form .) 

Architecture: From Prehistory to Postmodernity, 2"d Ed.; Prentice Hall , 2003. 

Brookhaven Centennial Program, 1859-1959. 

Brookhaven Tour of Homes Booklet, April 8, 1995. 

Claudia Smith , Interview; October 19, 201 0; Brookhaven, MS. 

Interviews. Works Progress Administration , Brookhaven, MS. 

Lincoln County- Its People, Volume 2, 1897 -1912; Newspaper Notice, August 1, 1908. 

Lincoln County -Its People, Volume 2, 1897-1912; Newspaper Notice, August 23, 1911 . 

Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson, MS. National Register File. Lincoln County, South Jackson 
Street, Historic District Survey. 

Sanborn Map Company. Brookhaven Map for 1910. New York, NY: Sanborn Map Co., 1910. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individua l listing (36 CFR 67 has been 
requested) 
previously listed in the National Reg ister 

__ previously determined el igible by the National Register 
_ _ designated a National Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____ _ 

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Histone Preservation Office 
= Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
__ University 

Other 
__ recorded by Historic American Eng ineering Record # ___ _ Name of repository: ------------------

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey# 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 085-BRK-0578 

10. Geographical Data 
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Acreage of Property Less than one 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 15 742300 3495830 3 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

2 4 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

N1/2 of N1/2 of Block 61 of City of Brookhaven, Lincoln County, MS, LESS THEREFROM the west 165.0 ft . thereof being 
the property known as 536 South Jackson Street, Brookhaven, MS 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The boundary includes the house and lot that have historically been part of the Cohn House property and that maintain 
historic integrity. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Tricia Nelson 

organization Preservation Consultant 

street & number .:....P.:..... O=-·:....:B=-o::..:x.:....9=-9=-5=--------------­

city or town Crystal Springs 

e-mail LMNelson10@aol.com 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

date July 27, 2011 

telephone 601-892-0195 

state MS zip code 39059 

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Name of Property County and State 

Photographs: 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. 

Name of Property: Emile Cohn House 

City or Vicinity: Brookhaven 

County: Lincoln State: Mississippi 

Photographer: Tricia Nelson 

Date Photographed: July 7, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 

Photo 1 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0001 
Twin houses - 544 & 536 S. Jackson Street, facing northwest 

Photo 2 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0002 
View from front yard , camera facing northwest 

Photo 3 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0003 
View from front yard , camera facing south 

Photo 4 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0004 
Front fat;:ade, facing northwest 

Photo 5 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0005 
Front fat;:ade dormer 

Photo 7 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0007 
Palladian window, front facade 

Photo 8 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0008 
Front facade entry 

Photo 9 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0009 
Projecting bay, south facade 
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Photo 1 0 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_ CohnHouse_001 0 
South facade 

Photo 11 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0011 
Rear addition 

Photo 12 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_ CohnHouse_0012 
French doors on rear addition 

Photo 13 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0013 
West facade 

Photo 14 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0014 
North facade 

Photo 15 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0015 
Detached carport behind house, camera facing north 

Photo 16 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0016 
Stairs 

Photo 17 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_ CohnHouse_001 7 
Foyer looking into living room 

Photo 18 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0018 
Transomed door 

Photo 19 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_ CohnHouse_0019 
Dining room 

Photo 20 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0020 
Dining room firep lace 

Photo 21 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0021 
North bedroom fireplace 

Photo 22 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0022 
Add ition off ki tchen 

Photo 23 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0023 
Original kitchen remodel , view from dining room door 

(Expires 5/31 /2012) 

Lincoln County, MS 
County and State 
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Photo 24 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0024 
Original kitchen remodel with open ceiling , view from addition 

Photo 25 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0025 
Wood inlaid geometric floor pattern 

Photo 26 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0026 
Hardware Detail 

Photo 27 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0027 
Original light fixture , guest bedroom, first floor 

Photo 28 of 32 
MS _LincolnCounty _Cohn House_ 0028 
Bathroom with historic bath fixtures 

Photo 29 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0029 
Study 

Photo 30 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0030 
Stained glass lunette window, view from first stair landing 

Photo 31 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0031 
Looking upstairs 

Photo 32 of 32 
MS_LincolnCounty_CohnHouse_0032 
Upstairs bedroom 

Additional Figures 

Historic Photo Figure # 1 
Early 20th century photograph of stairs showing heavy paneling 

Historic Photo Figure #2 
Early 20th century photograph of dining room showing original furniture 

Property Owner: 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name John Roberts 

street & number 536 S. Jackson Street 

city or town Brookhaven -------------------------------------------

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

Lincoln County, MS 
County and State 

telephone 

state ....:.M:.:..:S~ __ .:::zi~P...:::C.:::.:Od::.:e:--...::3::.:::9.:.05::.:9::..___ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service I National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 

Emile Cohn House Lincoln County, MS 
Name of Property County and State 

Paperwork Reduct ion Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form . Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington , DC. 
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