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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Smith Creek Site is a Coles Creek Indian village of approximately
4 acres with a midden depth of 10 inches (Ford 1936:193, 204).

an Brown (1973:113) has divided the
Lower Mississippi Valley into four ecological zones: narrow ridges, broad
level plains, tributary floodplains, and the Mississippi floodplain at the
foot of the bluffs. He has further divided the first three zones into
exterior locations (proximity to the Mississippi floodplain) and interior
locations (inland away from the valley). Using Brown's terminology, the
Smith Creek Site has an exterior location on the edge of two zones, the’
narrow ridge zone and the Mississippi floodplain zomne.

Within the village area are three mounds arranged in a triangular
pattern. The largest, Mound A (200 feet square, 20 feet high, summit
plateau 90 feet square), lies in the southwest corner of the site. The
eastern edge of Mound A was cut when State Route No. 24, which bisects the
site from the northeast to the southwest, was constructed. Mounds B
and C are two smaller truncated mounds that have been cultivated in the
past (Ford 1936:193; Brain, Brown and Steponaitis n.d.:108). Located
cast of owd 4, QY
This burial mound has been partially excavated (Brain, Brown, an
Steponaitis n.d.:108). Mound C is located along the eastern edge of the
site It is
being eroded by S . ro : estimated that Mound B

was 70 feet square and 6 feet high and that Mound C was 90 feet square
and 5 feet high.
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The Smith Creek Site is significant for its role in the definition
of the Coles Creek Cultural Tradition. It may also provide the key to an
understanding of the interaction of the Coles Creek and the later Plaquemine/
Mississippian traditions and of the interaction that these traditiomns had
with the changing environment of the Lower Mississippi Valley bluff region.

This site provided the basis for James A. Ford's definition of the
Coles Creek Culture/Tradition and his development of the Coles Creek pottery
typology which was later to be used and expanded upon in Southeastern
archaeology (Ford 1936:193-98; Neitzel 1977:personal communication). A
minor village during the Hamilton Ridge Phase of the Troyville/Baytown .
Cultural Tradition and the Sundown Phase of the Coles Creek Tradition v
(A.D. 600-900) (Brown 1973:3), Smith Creek became a major village site
during the two middle Coles Creek phases of Ballina and Balmoral (A.D. 900-
1100). A population decline occurred during the last or Gordon Phase of
the Coles Creek Tradition (A.D. 1100-1200), but the site was still being
occupied during part of the following Anna Phase of the Plaquemine/Missis-
sippian Tradition (A.D. 1200-1300). '

In his 1973 study, Brown notes that a shift from the exterior to the
interior region of the bluff area seems to have taken place during the

Gordon Phase of the Coles Creek Tradition (Brown 1973:148).

This shift,

and the accompanying decrease in population at the Smith Creek Site, might
be ecologically explained by the movement of the Mississippi River away
from the bluffs at the Smith Creek Site and other Coles Creek sites. Brown
feels, however, that this channel change cannot account for the entire
regional degeneration. He proposes that interaction between the indigenous
Coles Creek Culture and the stronger Plaquemine/Mississippian Tradition may
have brought about this shift in the settlement patterns along with the
depopulation and cultural change in the bluff area (Brown 1973:149).

Further study of the Smith Creek Site is important for an understanding
of the relationship between cultural changes and environmental changes and
for a knowledge of the interactions of prehistoric cultural traditions.
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