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The Beaverdam Site, consisting of a mound and a surrounding village site,

____ ___ the river channel was active at least within
Cast few hundred years and probably during the period of occupation of the 

site. On the basis of the limits of distribution of surface ceramic and debris 
scatter, the site is believed to cover an area of approximately 60 acres.

The site was first recorded by Calvin S. Brown in his Archaeology of Missis­ 
sippi (1926), the result of a private survey of archaeological sites and collec­ 
tions in Mississippi, conducted by Brown over a period of about ten years. He 
reported a mound that was "... lower on the east and higher on the west, the 
major axis being twice the minor," and observed "... burnt clay with cane im­ 
pressions" about 400 feet to the north (1926:117). The small size of the trees 
at that time indicated past cultivation of the mound. Brown also noted that a 
few white people had been buried there.

During their CHHHHIHHMMV^urvey of 1940-1947, Phillips, Ford, 
and Griffin listed the Beaverdam Site as"a^"large village site with large and 
small mounds" (1951:50). Only scant data was published, however, and specific 
mention was made of only one large mound eleven feet high (1951:321). This may 
be explained by the objective of^the survey, which was to sample the various cul­ 
tural manifestations represented VHHHIMHHIHP and which did not include 
intensive investigations or excavations. Sampling was also somewhat biased toward 
the more conspicuous sites. The 1940 field notes from the survey give the diameter 
of the mound as 120 feet, and note a continuity between house sites along the lake 
bank at Beaverdam and those surrounding the Evansville mound

Beaverdam was revisited in 1971 by archaeologists from the Mississippi Depart­ 
ment of Archives and History. At that time the mound had been reduced to approxi­ 
mately 60 feet in diameter and 8 feet in height, and had been cleared of trees, 
indicating some cultivation since the^RQHH|HH|survey. The owner, the late 
R. W. Owen, reported a small amount of relic nunting, but indicated that he had 
stopped the vandalism and preserved the mound by sodding and protecting it from 
any further intrusions. It presently remains in this state of preservation.

No subsurface testing has been conducted anywhere on the site, and the depth 
of the midden is thus unknown. Random surface collection of ceramics by Phillips, 
Ford, and Griffin yielded primarily Neeley's Ferry Plain and Bell Plain wares, 
along with fewer Baytown Plain, Mulberry Creek Cord-marked, and Barton Incised 
sherds. These, and a small number of ceramics of other types, indicated pri­ 
marily a Mississippian occupation, with some possible brief Baytown Period 
occupations. Surface debris brought up by cultivation has included daub, which, 
when found in the Yazoo Basin, is accepted as a Mississippi Period trait associated 
with burned dwellings.

Phillips (1970:Fig. 447) assigns this site to the Kent Phase of the Missis­ 
sippi Period, based on pottery type frequencies equivalent to Phillips, Ford, 
and Griffin's early Mississippi Period seriation. The geographical area covered 
by the Kent Phase is defined by ceramic type frequencies differing from those 
of the suVrounding Parkin, Walls, and Parchman phase areas. It includes about 
a thousand square miles and includes sites on both sides of the Mississippi River 
(Phillips 1970:938-39). Phillips shows thirty-nine major sites clustered within
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The significance of the.,Beaverdam Site lies in its potential for future 

research within a phase framework, as.well as within its own intrasite cultural 
framework. The mound has considerable remaining undisturbed context, and there 
are probably intact subsurface features in portions of the habitation area. 
House patterns, refuse pits, burials, various activity areaSj mound construction 
phases, and pre-mound construction features could be expected. Such evidence 
would afford essential data for the following research topics; intrasite settle­ 
ment pattern and village planning with regard to the riverine topography; house 
construction methods, style, and materials; activity patterns in food preparation 
and procurement, tool manufacture, and subsistence pattern relationships with the 
environment; socio-religious organization with relation to the mound, the village 
pattern, and possibly certain activity patterns; ceramic seriation; cultural 
changes through time as related to mound construction and use, house construction, 
and activity patterns; the implications of a possible short-term occupation with 
relation to the topics mentioned above; and intersite settlement, and socio-cultural 
and socio-religious patterns, with relation to Kent Phase characteristics and natu­ 
ral environments.
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7 - DESCRIPTION

the Kent Phase area (1970jFig. 447); nine are in Mississippi. The eight oth 
Mississippi sites are within a fourteen-mile radius of Beaverdam.

Surface scatter indicates that the area of most intensive^habitation wa

  _____________Syansville mound^^^ ^^^^^ ^of about the same time period, may be re. 
to Beaverdam mound and may evein>e of the same occupation. This could accou 
in part for the more intensive debris between the two mounds. More sparsely 
scattered debris may be found in the open cultivated field to the east and s 
east of the mound.

Cultivation continues in the areas around the mound. It can be assumed 
portions of the site are covered by the railroad and an adjacent blacktop ro 
Some erosion of village midden can be expected] 

but the mound is stabilized.
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