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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Spivey Site was located during a survey __
^flj||HH|H^H conducted by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
Tortheuniteabtates Army Corps of Engineers. A preliminary search of the lit­
erature revealed no recorded sites in the area, which is, for the most part, low
and swampy as a result of borrow pit excavation for earlier levee construction.
Intensive examination on foot revealed the lowareatobe devoid of any cultural
components, but one elevated! area
number of rehistoric artifacts. ThiBarea

whicncovers less than two acres . The boundairthe site is considered to be 
the outer limits of the surface distribution of artifacts, fro other cultural re­ 
sources were discovered during the survey.

Three periods of prehistoric occupation are indicated by artifacts recovered 
from the surface of the Spivey Site. The earliest occupation, indicated by several 
sherds of fiber- tempered Wheeler Series pottery, occurred during the Transitional 
Archaic-Woodland Period (1500-500 B.C.). Twenty-two sherds of the sandy-textured 
wares characteristic of the Tallahatchie drainage point to a second occupation 
during the Twin Lakes Phase of the Marksville Period (A.D. 1-200). Finally, a 
number of clay-tempered ceramics of the Coahoma Phase of the Bay town Period (A.D. 
400-800) are present. Frequent flooding of the area in the past may have made the 
site an undesirable location during certain periods , and thus may explain the gaps 
between its occupations.

Also recovered from the site were many lithic artifacts, most of local gravel 
chert but a few of sandstone. The gravel chert probably came from a sand bar along 
the Tallahatchie River, and sandstone is easily available _____    ̂«____ 
The Diversity and humfeer ofJ tools indicate that flint working was a major activity. 
Plant food processing and woodworking were also carried out. No hunting gear was 
found.

Relatively protected by its swampy environment, the Spivey Site has been under 
cultivation only for about fifteen years and has not been subletted to chisel plow­ 
ing, subspiling, or land leveling.

Pnaddition to the surface collections made during the survey, several bore 
holes were made with a hand auger at irregular intervals over the site. In some 
of these holes, midden was just over two feet deep.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spivey Site, which has yielded surface material representative of three 
different prehistoric periods, is a good site for the study of cultural change and 
of interaction among aboriginal peoples. Protected until recently from agricultural 
intrusion by its swampy environment, the site,___ ______ __ 
is in relatively pristine condition. Bore holes indicate a fairly undisturbed md 
den deposit of at least two feet. The lithic assemblage from the site offers data 
for the study of prehistoric tool making and activity patterns, and certain features 
suggest potential information concerning prehistoric architectural development.

The Wheeler component, the earliest at the site, is probably an import from the 
northeast Mississippi/Alabama area. Wheeler ceramics are only rarely found in the 
Yjizoo_Basiiu Toth (19751_has theorized that throughout much of the prehistory of 
l|IHIHII|^IHI^IHII|lv served as a highway for cultural exchange between 
peoples in eas^and west Mississippi.

The second occupation at Spivey occurred between A.D. 1 and A.D. 200, during 
the Twin Lakes Phase of the Marksville Period. Ceramics from this phase, found only 
along the Tallahatchie drainage, are an interesting blend of the clay-tempered wares 

_____________ _____ sand-tempereid wares of northeast Mississippi. 
>uch ceramics are what would be expected if Toth's hypothesis concerning trade routes 
during the Marksville Period is valid.

Evidence from thefjj^T^ccupatJ^n at Spivey indicates that, in ceramics at 
least, the influence HHIJIHIJIilHFhad overshadowed the cultures of northeast 
Mississippi. Knowledge of the Coahoma Phase of the Baytown Period (A.D. 400-800) 
is very limited, and a study of ceramic complex from the_ Spivey _Site_ could help.'toi 
determine the extent of east-west culture contact along] 
rivers and its influence on prehistoric cultures.

The quantity and variety of lithics at the Spivey Site suggest tremendous 
potential for a correlation of ceramic types and stone tool types. Lithic reduction 
systems could be studied and analyzed, and activities involving stone tools could 
be defined and studied

Finally, the Spivey Site is made important by a handful of clay daub pieces 
with cane impressions. Such material is associated with wattle and daub structures, 
which are known to have existed fllHBHJ|Ji|HH|onr^durine the Mississippi Period

other evidence from Spivey, either lithic or ceramic, indicates Mississippian presence 
there. The Spivey Site may hold a key to the first appearance of this type of archi­ 
tecture"
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