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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Norman Site consists of a village-occupation area of approximately
forty acres comprising three small méunds. One mound is in cultivation and
is about three-quarters destroyed. The two remaining mounds are brush-
covered and one of them contains a modern cemetery.

The €ntire site, except for two of the mounds, is 1n
Materials and soils brought up by deep plowing indicate occupatlons of

the Poverty Pbint Tchula, Markgville, Baytown, and Mississippi periods.
They also inidicate the possible presence of ‘deep pits orrundisturbed de-
posits. Recent collections of surface materials show intense Poverty Point
and Tchula period occupations.

Test excavations some years ago by the University of Mississippi and
Mississippi State University in the cultivated mound revealed Poverty
Point, Marksville, and Mississippi Period artifacts, indicating rebuilding
stages over hundreds of years in the mound. No report of this excavation
was published.

Phillips, Ford, & Griffin first reported the site in their publication
in 1951. However, their collections did not indicate the Poverty Point
occupation. Phillips (1970) named a phase of the Tchula Period after
Norman, although there has been no definitive study of the Norman Site
materials from that period. No physical descriptions are given in either
publication other than the presence of small mounds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Norman Site has one of the most varied accumulations of pre-

historic pottery types h especially those types
associated with the Tchyla Period. Tchula culture is one of the least

known in the area, and the abundance of pottery at Norman indicates
excellent p0551bilities for a definitive study of the period. Although
the site has been in cultivation for a long time, only recently has

the extent of Poverty Point and Tchula period occupation come to light.
Recent exposure of dark midden soil and large concentrations of Poverty
Point and Tchula period cultural materials indicates the possibility of
deeply buried strata, pits, and occupation debris. There are small
areas around the cemetery mound that are not cultivated, affording good
test excavation areas. The possibility of study of these little-known
cultures in such a heavily occupied site gives Norman a distinction few
other sites in the area have. The possibilities of stratified accumu-
lations through several cultural periods and the presence of distinct
refuse areas from each cultural period represented make the site well
worth preserving and investigating.
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