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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Denton, a Middle Archaic Period site
is composed of four mound-1like occupation areas.

The dimensions of the occupation areas are as follows:

Southern Mound
Diameter 60 M.
Height 3 meters

Northern Mound
. Diameter 30M. .
S Height 1 1/2'meters

Eastern Mound (Denton Site B)
Diameter 45 M.
Height 1 meter

Northeastern Mound
Diameter 25 M.
Height 1/2 meter

The most comprehensive description of the Denton Site is that found in
he introduction to The Denton Site: é_M1dd1e Archaic Occupation in
m Mississippi by John Connaway (M'Iss1ss1pp1 Depart-

ment of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi, 1977): |

The site was first reported by Phillips, Ford, and
Griffin in 1951, but no cultural data were recorded other
than two "mounds" (Phillips, Ford, and Griffin 1951:54).
It was revisited by the writers of this report in 1969
during a survey of sites in Quitman, Coahoma, and Tunica
counties.

The . . . site has been in cultivation for many

years. In recent years the two "mounds ,-
‘ eveled, along with

a portion of the knolls themselves. The "mounds" are
referred to here with some reservation because their
exact nature is unknown. In 1972, Mississippi State
University excavated a 12-foot-deep backhoe trench
across the southernmost knoll. Stratigraphic layers
of sterile sand and thin midden deposits indicated
that the site had been occupied intermittently between
natural Tevee buildups, apparently for a long period
of time. It is thus possible that the "mounds" could
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Denton Site is primarily the fact that it is the
only well-documented Middle Archaic Period site with deeply buried undisturbed
midden (Connaway, 1977). Surface collections from sites in
the area indicate that Early and Middle Archaic Period components do exist
(Brain, 1970), contrary to previous theories that the Archaic was absent or
deeply buried in the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley due to geological ac-
tivity (Haag, 1961).

Another unique aspect of the Denton Site is the large number of zoomorphic
effigy beads found on the site, as well as a variety of other beads in differ-
ent stages of manufacture. Finished zoomorphic effigy beads and a variety of
other beads in different stages of manufacture indicate that an advanced lapi-
dary industry of rare status objects with connections to other sites in the
Southeast was present at Denton.

In addition, floral and faunal remains are present, but as yet these have
not been thoroughly investigated (Connaway, 1977?. Because of its great depth
of deposit and the density of floral, faunal, and artifactual remains, the site
has a potential for yielding data concerning the chronology, subsistence, and
social systems of the Middle Archaic Period in the Lower Mississippi Alluvial
Valley.
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7 - DESCRIPTION

have been built at a later time by the occupants or
that they could have been a continuation of this in-
termittent levee and midden accumulation. The relative
chronological data obtained from the excavation and
surface collections, as we e physiographic and
stratigraphic evidence,

ee accumulation took place during 1ts occupation.

The 1light tan levee soil upon which occupation
debris is found on the site is known as Dundee fine
sandy Toam (USDA ;953) A very dark bls

j consist of heavier soil known as Dowling clay or
ty clay. No midden debris is found in these areas
other than those artifacts carried in by erosion or
cultivation.

9
mound of Dundee soil approximately 4 feet high has
scattered 1lithic debris and artifacts on the surface.
The internal nature of the mound [designated Denton
Site B] has not yet been jnvestigated, and it is
slowly dwindling under constant cultivation. . . .

Occupational debris is scattered

cattered lithic debris and
prOJect11e points have Deen found here, but as yet no
lapidary items. Surface collections from this area have
been included in the general site collection, since there
is no real break in debris scatter.
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