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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lyon's Bluff site consists of an earthen mound approximate!] 
20 feet high and surrounding village area.

The site is currently in grass and weed cover and is 
used as a pasture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lyon's Bluff site is basically undisturbed although it has 
been used as a pasture for a number of years, and its earthen mound, 
constructed during the late prehistoric period, is one of the largest 
Mississippian mounds in its portion of the state. Four phases of 
occupation, from the early Mississippian through the protohistoric 
periods, have been identified at the site. According to tradition, 
the site is the location of one of the three historic strongholds 
of the Chakchiuma tribe, which was destroyed by an allied attack 
by the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes. Although this tradition is 
open to serious question, the large quantities of protohistoric 
and early historic goods found in the vicinity of Starkville, 
Mississippi, do indicate an occupation of this area at the approxi 
mate time of the Chakchiuma defeat, and the ceramics there do not 
in all cases match either the historic Choctaw or the Chickasaw 
wares. Further analysis of materials from the Lyon's Bluff site 
may serve to confirm or disprove the traditional accounts. In 
light of both the time depth of occupation at the Lyon's Bluff 
site and the possibility that the site is the location of a 
specific important event in the history of the area, the Lyon's 
Bluff site merits inclusion on the National Register of Historic 
Places.
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