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^ The Word Mound was located and recorded in March, 1978, during a

to locate and record as many prehistoric sites as possible within a 
three month period and to evaluate these sites with respect to possible 
National Register inclusion. The survey was primarily informant based 
and the Word Mound was reported by the owner, an artifact collector. 
This mound was found to be only a few hundred meters from the Crawford 
Site, also being nominated and also reported by Mr. Word.

The Word Mound is a small burial mound

___^^_ 'he mouna varies
Tn diameter "from c. 18 to 23 meters, is approximately 1.8*3 meters high, 
and is typically domical in shape. The boundaries of the mound incor­ 
porate its circumference at its basal extremities where the elevation 
rises abruptly from the surrounding, relatively level land surface of 
the ridge top. There is an old pothole dug in the top of the mound.

A borehole test in the center showed mound fill to a depth of ap­ 
proximately 1.52 meters, with charred nutshells, charcoal, and small 
flecks of what appeared to be bone in the fill. Five small sand tem­ 
pered potsherds with smoothed exteriors, one of which exhibits puncta- 
tions zoned by narrow incised lines, were found in the backfill from 
the pothole. They appear to be all from the same vessel, most closely 
resembling Alexander Punctated, suggesting a Miller I cultural context 
and a possible connection with the nearby Crawford Site.

The mound appears to be isolated from any settlement areas, except 
for a small campsite on a lower ridge ___ 
Artifacts from this camp do not indicate a~: 
ever, the Crawford Site,

be associated since it contains a Mi componen*

than from pothunting and natural erosion.

Other than the borehole test mentioned above, no archaeological 
investigations have been carried out at the site. Because of this, data 
concerning cultural affiliation, interment practices, and other socio- 
religious aspects are quite limited.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Word Mound has remained relatively undisturbed, save for the 
inevitable central pothole. It thus provides a potentially valuable 
research site for future study of burial customs within a particular 
cultural framework. It is reasonable to assume that the use of this 
mound was limited to a relatively short time span, adding the possible 
dimension of a short term cultural activity pattern by a certain group 
of people. This could yield important information not only on socio-' 
religious activities, but on social organization as well. A real study 
of this and other such mounds could yield data on social interaction 
among various groups within a limited area and time span, or aspects 
of culture change during a longer time.

Most village sites in the area are multi-component, embracing long 
time spans of continuous or intermittent occupation. On the other hand, 
the small burial mound is generally restricted to a short term, one 
group, single component framework. In this respect, certain cultural 
aspects are more readily discernable as components of a particular cul­ 
ture. Interment methods and customs, of course, are the major features 
of such mounds. Inferences concerning other data categories, such as 
those mentioned above, can often be made. Much of this data depends on 
the degree of preservation of the mound and its contents, and further 
testing would be necessary to determine its extent at the Word Mound. *
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