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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hester-Standifer Creek Site is approximately six acres in size 
and varies in thickness of deposit with much of it being as much as up to 
three feet in depth. It is divided by a small depression into two areas 
of more or less equal size. Tests in the depression yield little or no 
artifactual material and little midden deposit. The two areas yield vir­ 
tually the same inventory of cultural material and are considered at present 
to represent one site. The depression seems to be modern and intrusive into 
the prehistoric midden. Two acres have seen substantial disturbance. The 
site overlies a stratum of gravel which is being mined throughout the area. 
Part of the midden has been destroyed in this operation, and unfortunately 
we will never know how much. Another part of the site, a roughly rectangular 
area of approximately one hundred twenty feet by one hundred feet, has been 
excavated by local collectors and thus is destroyed for all practical pur­ 
poses. The surface of approximately half of the site is covered by small
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hester-Standifer Creek Site is a large multiycomponent site 
covering approximately six acres. The midden deposit varies in depth 
but is over four feet in places. Much of the lower part of this deposit 
has not been affected by modern disturbance. Excavations indicate a 
fairly continuous and heavy occupation from the Late P^teo Indian period 
through the Early Acdiaic period. Earlier Paleo Indian period material 
is present in smalr amounts as, is Later Archaic, Woodland, and Missj^sippian 
period material. Excavations ty the Mississippi Deparl^nt of Archives and 
History in 1973 and 1974 have revealed considerable information concerning 
the cultural sequence of the area during the earlier part of the site's 
history. One of the main activities carried out here throughout the dura­ 
tion of occupation was the manufacture of chipped stone tools. Nearby 
Sandifer Creek today contains an abundant supply of chert cobbles of ^ 
sufficient size and quality for the requirements of the chipping industry. 
There are large quantities of tools in all stages of manufacture throughout 
the deposit, and it is possible because of this to determine the various 
stone working techniques used throughout the history of the site. There 
was also considerable tool use as evidenced by the large number of completed 
but broken or worn out implements. The wide variety of tools used indicates 
that a number of different activities were being carried out simultaneously. 
There are knives, saws, and scrapers which are suitable for butchering and 
skin processing of animals. Other tools suggest work on antler, bone, and 
wood. Adzes are a further indication of wood working industry. Pitted 
stones together with charred nut hulls are indicative of the processing 
of wild plant food.

The evidence seems to indicate that this site,was used thfoughout 
the earlier years of its occupation as a base capp where the various 
activities of a total society were carried out. ̂  The size of Hester- 
Standifer Creek in relation to the other much smaller sites of that time 
period suggests that it was a major center at least for part of the 
annual cycle for perhaps three thousand years.
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