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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Crawford Site was located and recorded in March, 1978, during a
survey by the Mississippi Department of
Archives istory. One of the primary goals of the survey was to lo-
cate and record as many prehistoric sites as possible within a three
month period and to evaluate these sites with respect to possible inclu-
sion on the National Register. The survey was primarily informant based
and the Crawford Site was reported by a local collector who owns the
nearby Word Mound, also being nominated to the Register.

The site consists of a large, very dark midden (photo #1, center
background) 9.4 x 1.4 meters (0.54 hectare), with

terrace consists 0 a ver ine sandy loam and Vaiden silt loam
overlooking Una silty clay in the Word Creek bottom (USDA Soil Survey, _
Monroe County, Miss.). Borehole tests in the midden indicated a depth of
c. 0.6 meter, with sterile, light gray clay underneath (probably Una).

The midden area, which is in cultivation, was covered by a heavy con-
centration of lithic and c¢eramic debris. There were human bones plowed
up in spots, indicating the presence of burials. One concentration of
Swan Lake projectile points was found on the south slope of the midden
within an approximate area of 2.5 meters in diameter. The Swan Lake type

fallswithin a Late Archaic through Early Woodland time frame. On another
area of the midden.m a local collector found
a cache of nine Benton points, 1ive of which were fragmentary, and one

Turkey Tail blade. These indicate a Middle Archaic occupation at the site,
and possibly a burial of some important person. Ceramics from the survey
surface collection (see attached tabulation) suggest occupations from
Miller I through Mississippi periods, while projectile points (see attach-
ed tabulation) indicate these, as well as Middle and Late Archaic occupa-
tions. Two points in a private collection show Early Archaic utilization.

The size and depth of the midden area suggests a degree of permanence
of settlement, but the great length of time represented by the variety of
cultural components may suggest intermittent or seasonal utilization. g}

Seasonal exploitation of the creek area cannot
e ruled out. However, subsurface testing would be required to substanti-
ate any such hypothesis. The midden is in a cultivated field and plowing,
along with subsequent natural erosion, will eventually take its toll of
remaining cultural strata.

Other than the borehole test and surface collections carried out
during the survey, there have been no archaeological investigations at the
site, and data arelimited to that obtained from analysis of surface col-
lections.
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The Crawford Site components embrace a long time span of continuous,
intermittent, or seasonal utilization within a riverine environment.
Being located in a large creek bottom, but only a short distance from
uplands as well, gave the inhabitants access to a variety of subsistence
resources. One significant aspect of the site is its potential for extrac-
tion of data on subsistence strategies by diverse cultural groups within
a particular ecozone. Data on seasonal, as opposed to permanent, activi-
ties and their socio-cultural implications might be available with further
testing and excavation.

Evidence of at least six cultural components is present on the site,

ags well as a possible association with the Word Mound, a burial mound,
alg! !!eWw cll-lo-re!!g!ouslgga a%po 18!,

apparently within a Miller I time frame according to the few ceramic
sherds found on the Word Mound. Since human bones and a cache of blades,
possibly burial associated, were found on the midden, there is the further
potential of burial oriented data from components other then Miller I.

Since the site is multi-component, with a relatively deep mldden, the
potential for research into aspects of culture change, such as in subsis-
tence strategies, socio-political and socio-religious frameworks, and
settlement patterns, appears to be substantial.
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