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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bake^Moun^^^^^^c^e^an^recorded in March, 1978, duri

ArchivesanciHistory. Oneo^thejSriinary goals of the survey was 
locate and record as many prehistoric sites as possible within a 
month period and to evaluate these sites with respect to possible 
elusion on the National Register. The survey was primarily inform 
based and the Baker Mound was reported by a local artifact collec

The Baker Mound is a small, domical shaped burial m< 
c. 18 meters in

^_________-__ consists of Vaiden silt loam (US:
[rvey, Monroe county, MISS.;. There are two potholes in the top 

mound, each measuring c. 1.2 meters in diameter, and one large po 
in the south edge (Photo #1, just to right of person standing in 
measuring c. 1.8 meters square. The owner reported digging up but 
and coffin parts in this section some years ago, indicating an^in 
sive historic burial. A large tree stands on the mounc

A borehole test was placed in the top of the mound and mound 
was found to a depth of c. l| meters. At a depth of c. 1.2 meters 
soil was dark black and the auger brought up a potsherd of Baldwi 
Plain var. unspecified. Another similar sherd was found in the po 
on the south side, both indicating a possible Miller I or II occu 
These were the only artifacts recovered from the mound or its imm 
surrounding area. No other archaeological investigations have bee 
ried out there.

The mound appears to be isolated except for two recorded camp 
nearby, neither of which indicate occupations of any length of ti 
collection from site 22-MO-897, c. 366 meters NNW of the Baker Mo 
yielded ^ Baldwin Plain sherds and one Mulberry Creek Plain sherd 
dicating a late Miller II or early Miller III component. The coll 
from 22-MO-898, c. ^-88 meters NW of the mound and on the opposite 
of Cowpen Creek, yielded 3 Baldwin Plain sherds and 8 unidentifie 
with a sandy paste, as well as a Benton point (Middle Archaic) an 
Bradley Spike point (Miller II or III). A Miller II component at 
site seems most likely to be related to the period of mound const 
ion. However, both sites have very sparsely scattered surface deb 
and no evidence of a midden, suggesting an insufficient length of 
pation for their inhabitants to' have built the mound.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Baker Mound has remained relatively intact except for the i 
holes in the top and south side. It thus provides a potentially va] 
research site for future study of burial customs within a particuls 
cultural framework, it is reasonable to assume that the use of this 
mound was limited to a relatively short time span, adding the possi 
dimension of a short term cultural activity pattern by a certain gi 
of people. This could yield important information not only on^socic 
religious activities, but on social organization as well. A real sti 
of other such mounds could yield data on social interaction among A 
groups within a limited area and time span, or aspects of culture c 
during a longer time. Three other similar mounds, all being nominal 
the_J^ejrifijjgj^i^aj^e_j^p_c_ajbe^ area , The^Blaojiworth Mounc
 IfliiB^^^^HjjH^HHHHH^^^IHHBBiH^HV the n
^ Mound. isB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Pid ine Town Creek Moi
^  ^^ JI^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BBVP

~ ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Hi^

Most village sites in the area are multi-component, embracing ] 
time spans of continuous or intermittent occupation. On the other } 
the small burial mound is generally restricted to a short term, one 
group, single component framework. In this respect, certain culture 
pects are more readily discernable as components of a particular ci 
Interment methods and customs, of course, are the major features oj 
mounds. Inferences concerning other data categories, such as those 
tioned above, can often be made. Much of this data depends on the c 
of preservation of the mound and its contents, and further testing 
be necessary to determine its extent at the Baker Mound.
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