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1. Name of Property
historic name Strawberry Fields Site_______________________________________ 
other names/site number 22-Md-644

2. L

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
EC~| private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
f~l building(s) 
I I district
I x I site
I I structure
I I object

Name of related multiple property listing: 
EL/a_

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

____ ____ buildings
1 1 sites 

____ ____ structures 
____ ____ objects

1 ___L_ Total 
Number of contributing resources previously

•a »

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
PH nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property^] meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet. 
Y-L^^T^ ^^rR^^ October 24, 1988

Signature of certifying official ^~""* 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Date

5. National Park Service Certification
hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
EH See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. 1 I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
EH other, (explain:) ___________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
_____domestic/village site________

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
____aaricultuiB /pastureland_________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

____n/a___________________

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

n/a___________________foundation 
walls __

roof _ 
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Strawberry Fields Site (22-Md-644) 
village/occupation site consisting of 
earthen midden and cultural debris.

is a domestic 
-3/4 acres of

This area falls within the Jackson 
Prairie Physiographic province, however, this general area is in close 
proximity to two other major physiographic provinces, the North Central 
Plateau and the Loess Bluffs.

Based upon the lithics present in the Holton collection, the site 
is attributed to the Middle and Late Archaic. Shovel tests and solid

earth midden rangSn^rrom^8*^^V^^^aept^an^orj^Sating from ground 
surface to 1-2" below it. The total area of the site is 1-3/4 acres 
(approximately) and the midden appears to be distributed across the 
entire site. Presently, the site is in pasture and is covered in thick, 
tall wild grasses making surface survey difficult at best. However, the 
midden is visible eroding out of the knoll flanks where no vegetation 
covers it. The site has not been cultivated for a number of years and 
apparently has never been deeply chisel plowed. This is important and 
suggests the midden may still retain a good deal of integrity. The 
current landowner is extremely interested in the importance of this site 
and will allow no digging by unauthorized, non professional 
archaeologists .

A number of Archaic sites are recorded
though little professional archaeological researcTias been conducted on 
them. However, much fewer Archaic sites have been recorded to date from 
secondary creek drainages in this portion of the Jackson Prairie 
physiographic province. Small Archaic sites (especially Late Archaic) 
are known to be the characteristic site type generally associated with 
second and third order drainages in the North Central Hills (Lauro, 
1979) . These types of sites play an important role in the region's 
total settlement patterns.

No evidence of unscientific excavation (rel^c collectors' pot 
holes) were noted at the Strawberry Fields Site

I I See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I 1 nationally f^l statewide I I locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I |A I IB I 1C Q D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I 1C I ID I IE HH F

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
logy/prehistoric__________

Period of Significance
5000 B.C. - 500 B.C

Cultural Affiliation
Archaic

Significant Dates

Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Strawberry Fields Site (22-Md-644) is eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion D. The site 
has yielded and is capable of yielding additional information important 
to prehistory. Its potential for contributing to our understanding of 
the Middle and Late Archaic periods within the Jackson Prairie 
physiographic province is considerable. What little is presently known 
about the Middle Arrhair anH 1-hg T.at-g Archaic Periods is inferred from

         ^  JBMU

physiographic provinces.
Few archaeological projects focusing on the Middle and/or Late 

Archaic Periods have occurred to date in the State of Mississippi. 
Several of the more pertinent studies include Connaway's (1977)"work at 
the Denton Site (Middle Archaic site excavation from the North Yazoo 
Basin), Lauro's (1979) survey work in Tallahatchie and Yalobusha 
Counties (North Fork Tillatoba-Hunter Creek drainage) in the North 
Central Hills physiographic province, and Sense's (1986) report of 
Middle and Late Archaic midden mound excavations in Northeast 
Mississippi. Archaic (especially Late Archaic) period sites were 
recorded almost to the exclusion of any other ̂ cultural period (91* of 
sites were Late Archaic) along the secondary drainages on natural levees 
and elelevation within the floodplain. These sites characteristically 
lacked the presence of midden and appear to be temporary or short term 
special activity Late Archaic sites as opposed to Strawberry Fields I 1 
or more of black earth midden. This suggests some more permanent 
occupation and the possibility that the occupation of Strawberry Fields 
represents a base camp, a more permanent type of occupation is real.

The potential for locating pit features at this site is good, and 
if verified, their contents may provide carbonized material that might 
be used for radiocarbon dating enabling us to get a tighter

iontrol for Middle and/or Late Archaii _______
The potential for recovering carbonized plant remains 

in the pit features is real and could provide the necessary data in 
which to make some statements relative to subsistence.

PY! See continuation sheet
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spart-

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I I previously listed in the National Register 
[ I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
O designated a National Historic Landmark 
j | recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # ___________________________ 
[ 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # _________

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

H State historic preservation office 
Other State agency 

I I Federal agency 
1 I Local government 
[ 1 University 
n Other 
Specify repository:
Mississippi Depart rrerrh of Archives 
and History, Historic Preservation

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property

Division, Jackson, Mississippi

UTM References
B i i

Zone Easting

Dl i I I I i

Northing

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

ee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title James Lauro /ArchaeoIng i
organization Mississippi Department nf Arrhirps anri Hi
street & number Post Office Box 571
city or town Jacksnn ________________________ .

July, 1988
telephone (601) 354-7 326________ 
state Mississippi Z'P c°de 39205
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Cultural materials recovered in stratigraphic excavation at 
Strawberry Fields should be compared with materials recovered at other 
sites in other physiographic provinces. The similarities and/or 
differences in the lithic tools should be noted and attempts made to 
explain the situation in order to get an interareal perspective on 
Middle and Late Archaic cultures throughout the State of Mississippi.


