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the site as outlined on the map is the
which no artifactual material was found. At present the 

surface is thinly covered with short pasture grass, although there are 
frequent bare spots. The trade material and the highest concentration of 
ceramics is in a fairly restricted area near UTM reference B on the map. 
This area, covering perhaps 1.5 acres, is supposed to include the cemetery 
(see statement of significance). The soil over most of the site is sandy 
and reddish tan in color; near point B it is dark brown.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frederickson site is significant both historically and archaeologically. 
Available evidence suggests that it is a known Choctaw Indian town of the late 
1700s and early 1800s. The site appears to remain relatively undisturbed and would 
thus be of value in expanding our knowledg^of late Choctaw culture.

H. S. Halbert calls the site Cooshf

bert had the sections 
confused.

Henry Collins, who excavated at the site in 1925, also called it Coosha 
(Collins 1925:93). Collins cites no evidence for the identification of the site. 
He probably accepted Halbert f s statement.

Generally regarded as an authority on the Choctaw, Halbert was born in 1837 
in Pickens County, Alabama, and was raised in Lowndes County, Mississippi. He 
spent several years as an educator among the Choctaws (Riley 1900:315). He was 
in contact with Jack Amos, the nephew of Oklahoma (the headman or chief of Coosha), 
and with many other Choctaws who were of sufficient age to have had parents or 
other older relatives who knew of the history of Coosha (Hall and Halbert 1895:55).

The date of the town's origin is open to question. It appears on Bernard 
Romans 1 s map of 1772 (Halbert 1902:415) and Collins, commenting from an archaeo 
logical perspective, dates the burials he excavated at 1800 - 1830 (1925:93). A 
recent collection made by Tom Goldman of Meridian, Mississippi, and the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History survey team suggests that Collins was essentially 
correct. Chickachae Combed ceramics predominate the assemblage, which also includes 
large quantities of hard paste European or American ceramics. No faience sherds 
were present. Several English gunflints were found, as well as three solid cast 
buttons, one of bright metal, and two of brass (one gilded). Several earlier 
prehistoric artifacts were collected from the site, including an O'Neal Plain 
sherd which should date to 500 B.C. or older and some large broad-stemmed pro 
jectile points probably of Middle Archaic age. There appears to be no other com 
ponent on the site, and presumably a late Choctaw occupation somewhere after 1700 
was the first group to live there since Alexander times.

The Collins report states that recent burials were excavated and examined. No 
mention is made as to whether he excavated the entire cemetery or whether he removed 
any of the burials. Some of the midden at present is dark and contains a great 
density of artifacts. Surface collections reveal that white trade goods are confined 
to a fairly limited portion of the site, whereas the Chickachae Combed sherds are 
widely scattered. This apparent patterning of artifacts needs further investigation 
through controlled excavation.
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The boundary as outlined on the map reflects the surface distribution of 
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