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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
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Daub and refuse are scattered abundantly over t
site. Phillips, Ford, and Griffin classify the site as a small ceremonial
center, with a 150-foot-long plaza oriented southeast, a rectangular mound
about five feet high, and one other grass covered mound about eight to ten
feet high (1951:321). The latter mound, which is circular in shape, has been
plowed, and cultivation has altered its appearance. The undisturbed midden
around this mound is very dark and heavily laden with debris, including
Mississippian and Baytgﬁn period potsherds, animal bones, and mussel shells.
Other "mdunds' on the site are either small remnants or natural ridges with
midden buildup.

Phillips, Ford, and Griffin place the site in the Late Baytown period
(1951:57) and assign to it an occupation range of short duration (1951:321),.
According to Phillips, since sites with rectangular mounds are certain to
have post-Deasonville components, and because the rectangular mound at Whaley
is probably of the Quitman phase of the Mississippian period, the site may
be tentatively placed in the Deasonville-Bayland phases of the Baytown period.
(1970:Fig. 445). Phillips, however, places the Whaley mound in the Quitman
phase primarily to fill a gap in the distribution of Mississippian culture
in this area; only testing could verify his conclusion. Testing would also

be necessary to determine whether there are any earl th
the mound or in the village area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Whaley is its potential for providing additional knowledge
of the Baytown and Mississippian periods--a potential which lies in whatever
undisturbed midden remains at the site, either deeper than the plow zone or
within or underneath the mound. Although the site has not been tested, and
the extent and depth of the midden are unknown, there can be little doubt
that the mound itself contains undisturbed midden. Testing could answer
such questions as: where this site fits into the various phases of the
Baytown and Mississippian periods; whether there are earlier occupations or
components as yet undisturbed by the plow; what types of settlement patterns
or house types were present; what the economic situation was during these
periods; whether the two known occupations were at separate times or form
a continuum in time; what burial customs were practiced; and what types
of political and religious organizations were present. This site could
afford a good opportunity to study and compare the relationships between
the various aspects of the earlier and later settlements, and perhaps even
to show to some extent how one settlement evolved into another.
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