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The Neill village site

7 orings
the Mississippi Geological Survey in 1971 revealed midden deposits up to eight
feet deep below thd highest portion of the present site contour. The deepest

midden, which probably represents,the initial occupationm

“is covered by later midden deposits whic
ndicate ilntermittent occupations during natural levee buildup (Saucier, un-
published manuscript).

Placed by Phillips in the Jaketown phase of the Poverty Point period

(1970:871, ‘Fig. 442), this site is part of a linear distribution of such sites
along the early ander belt ridge. Webb classifies Neill
as a Poverty Point site with several primary, secondary, and tertiary diagnostic,,

traits (1968:304-305). A 1966 survey of the site by Ford, Neitzel, and Webb )
showed the presence also of a few Tchula and Baytown period materials (Webb,
1968:306).

Geological evidence seems to indicate that the site was occupied no
earlier than 4,000 years ago and no later than 2,000 years ago. Occupation
probably terminated about 2,800 years ago (Saucler, unpublished manuscript).
A date range of from 1600 to 800 B. C. is suggested by comparisons with the
geological evidence and radiocarbon dates from the nearby Teoc Creek site.
The topography indicates that relatively little erosion of the site as a
whole has taken place, although much of the upper subsurface midden has been
destroyed by deep plowing and erosion.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Neill site's primary significance lies in its deep, undisturbed
midden, the nature of which has been briefly discussed in Part 7. The
buildup of midden deposits over a period of approximately 800 years,
leaving intermittent strata up to eight feet in depth, offers a definite
potential source of information about the development of Poverty Point
settlements through time. Study of the undisturbed layers could lead
to a better understanding of: the natural levee formation; the cultural
sequence of the site; the relationships between the various occupations;
the seasonality of the occupations; the relationship between this site
and others where some excavation has been carried out, such as the

the settlement pattern,
economy, an inhabitants of the
Poverty Point culture.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

The boundary of the site is outlined on the map and shaded yellow. It was
determined by the extent of surface artifactual material. The presence of the
deeply buried deposits was determined on the basis of a few corings. The
exact extent of this material is unknown. Hopefully, the outline of the site
and shading will clarify the question.



