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The Mill Creek Site (22-Iw-510) was first brought to the attention of 
the Mississippi Department of Archives and History by W. D. Clark of the 
Colurrtoia, Mississippi, area, who had known about the site for several years, 
Vfaen the northwest section of the site was being cleared for agriculture, 
he contacted the Mississippi Department of Archives and History through the 
Marion County sheriff's office. The department then conducted surveys of 
the site area, once just after clearing, and again after the planting of 
bean fields.

The Mill Creek Site is a large P 
ceremonial center of approximate! 
of nine mounds.

dan village and 
consists

5,
_____ je ot Mound 4 (Map 2). 

7, 8, and 9 are in the wooded area southeast of the fields.
Mounds

Mound 1 is approximately 3-5 meters in diameter and 0.5 meter high. It 
probably represents a Jiouse mound ̂ Mound 2, 3-5 meters in diameter and 1 meter 
high, may also represent a house site. The diameter of Mound 3 is 16 meters, 
with-a height of-between 2 and 2.5 meters. Mound 4 is smaller, > about 8 meters 
in diameter and 1 meter high. Mound 5 lies in the lowest part of the site, 
along the 170-foot contour line at the edge of the former channel. It is 16 
meters in diameter and about 3 meters tall. Mound 6 is now a ridge 5 meters 
wide from north to south and 24 meters long from east to west. Its height is 
approximately 1-1.5 meters, and it is situated between the 180- and 190-foot 
contour lines. Part of this mound may have been cut into when the dirt road 
was built from the bean fields down to the former channel area. Mound 7 is 
18 meters in diameter and 1.5-2 meters high. Mound 8 is 28 meters long north 
to south and 19 meters wide east to west. It is 2-3 meters tall. Mound 9 
is the largest of the mounds at the site and represents a temple mound. It 
stands approximately 9 meters high, and the area on the top is a square 
measuring approximately 25 meters to a side.

There has been some "testing" or "pot hunting" of the site in recent 
years, but no report of the activity has been filed with the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History. Mound 5 has a 5-foot by 10-foot "test 
pit" in its center. Mound 7 has a 5-foot square in its eastern section. 
Mound 9 has a 5-foot by 5-foot pit dug into the northeast side; and one 5-foot 
square, one 10-foot square, and several smaller holes on top. In general, the 
site appears to be undisturbed except for the northwest section now in bean fields.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mill Creek Site is a large village and ceremonial center which was 
occupied during the Crippen Point, Mayersville, and Medora phases of the 
Plaquemine/Mississippian cultures during the Mississippian Period (A.D. 1000- 
1400) (Phillips 1970). Its significance lies not only in the fact that it 
remains largely undisturbed (except for the very recent clearing and cultiva 
tion in the northwest section), but also in its potential for the testing 
and development of various theories of prehistoric settlement patterns. The 
Central Place Theory suggested by Lafferty (1976) and the Spatial Efficiency 
Theory proposed by Steponaitis (1977) are two such models which could be 
applied at Mill Creek.

The Mill Creek Site could provide information necessary for developing 
a new model on which a better understanding of the settlement patterns of 
complex chiefdoms could be based. The new model could then be tested at the 
Winterville complex, approximately 150 miles northwest of the Mill Creek Site, 
and at the Moundville complex, approximately 180 miles, to the northeast_ Socio 
political relations between these three major centers might even be observed 
and a more general model developed to provide, a better understanding.of .such 
associations. Thus, the significance of the site is ultimately derived from 
its potential as a source of comparison and modelrbuilding. ...... .. . _ :
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