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1. Name

historic Raymond Bass Site (22-Hr-636)

and'or commaon N/A

2. Location

street & number * . : - _X not for publication

stat
3. Classification -
Category '  Ownership - Status - Present Use :
— district __ public X __ occupied . —._ agriculture .. —_ museum
__ building(s) _X private - —— unoccupied - . _—_ commercial — park
_ structure  ___both — work'in progress_ — educational X__ private residence
X site ~ Public Acquisition = Accessible ~—entertainment  __ religious
____object - ___ in process _X_ yes: restricted - — government . scientific
N/A being considered =~ __'yes: unrestrictéd " industrial ~ "~ " ____ transportation
' oo ___me T T - military - -~ " ___ other:
4. Owner of Property .
- - - o - - - —— - —
name Mr. URaymond Bass B )
street & number 229 Kéns ;Lngton Drii}e B} 7 . )
city, town  Biloxi N/Avicinityof state Mississippi 39533

5. Location of Legal Description

Office of the Chancery Clerk
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Harrison County Courthouse

street & number Lost Office Box 544 101 East Washington Street

city, town Biloxi state Mississippi 39533

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte State Archaeological Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes __X no
date November 1986 ____federal _ X state ____ county ___ local
depository for survey records Mississippi Department of Archives and Hi story

city, town Jackson state Mississippi




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—___excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaitered _X_ original site N/A
—X good —__ruins —X_ altered — moved date

—__ fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Raymond Bass Site (22-Hr-636) is a small oyster and clam
100 feet X 150 feet

The site is also composed O a
coal black earth midden that extends from at, and just below the
ground surface, to a depth of 1-1/2 to 1-3/4 feet. The midden has a
heavy concentration of faunal remains (especially fish and turtle),

whole and pulverized oyster and clam shell, human skeletal remains,

and bone tools (awls). The ceramics are of the shell tempered variety
indicating an occupation sometime in the Mississippian Period (1100
A.D.-1450 A.D.). They consist primarily of plain types and would fall

into either the Mississippian Plain or Bell Plain varieties especially
common in this portion of the Gulf Coast (Fuller and Stowe, 1985). A
small amount of incised ceramics are present but appear to differ
somewhat from decorated types recovered at the Deer Island Site
(22-Hr-— a barrier island Mississippian Period shell midden

Heavy amounts of faunal remains

are present in the black earth midden and some human teeth and as vet

unidentified human skeletal elements have also been recovered from the
surface of the site, the single meter test pit, and from the area

exposed he uprooting of a large tree by Hurricane Elena in 1985.
A house (MMSSMNNNNNNNNY - : <= =top = portion of

the site but has apparently done little damage to the site's
integrity. The test pit, which was excavated under the raised front
porch of the house, revealed undisturbed cultural midden to 1-3/4'
below the surface. A small strip of the site was destroyed by the
constructio this probably amounted to less
than 20% of the total site area. A small area approximately 6' x &'
was distrubed by the tree fall resulting from Hurricane Elena in 1985.
Aside from this two disturbance factors most of the site appears to be
in a good state of preservation.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
__X prehistoric _ _X archeology-prehistoric ._._ community planning __ _ landscape architecture ___. religion
___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic -..— conservation ——_ law - Sscience
___1500-1599 ____ agriculture .—. economics ____ literature —— sculpture
___1600-1699 ___ architecture . education - military . social/
__1700-1799 ____art .— .. engineering _—_ music humanitarian
—1800-1899 _____ commerce .——- exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —— theater
1900~ ____communications = ____ industry —_ politics/government ____ transportation
.—___invention ___ other (specify)
Specific dates 1100-1450 A.D. Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Raymond Bass Site (22-Hr-636)

. The site dates to tne Mississippilan
A.D.) and is composed of a black earth clam and oyster shell midden
rich with ceramics, faunal remains (fish, turtle, bird, deer) and bone
tools. Though less than one acre in size, the site extends from at
and just below the surface to a depth of 1-3/4' and the deposit
appears to be rather substantially intact except for several
disturbances. The Raymond Bass Site is one of the few recorded
Mississippian Period sites from the Mississippi Gulf Coast and is the
first site of this period recorded from the Back Bay area (an estuary
type environment). Ceramics at the site differ from ceramics from a
site dating to the same period

prehistoric ceramic cnr e Mississippi Gulf Coast are
presently lacking and the Raymond Bass Site has the potential to
provide preliminary information needed to begin to understand this.
Excavations should be aimed at attempting to pick up any possible
ceramic stratification in the midden, perhaps utilizing 5 cm. levels
instead of the usual 10 cm. levels that might be utilized in a given
situation. Efforts should be made in order to recover as large a
faunal sample as possible, including,water screening (fine mesh) to
pick up smalll fragments. Further, ﬁ%e possibility exists that floral
remains may be present and,if possible, these should also be
recovered. These two classes of information could provide valuable
insights into not only the subsistence patterns, preferences, and
technigues, but seasonality as well. The faunal remains should be
compared to those from the Deer Island Site to see if any differences
exist between subsistence preference for Mississippian Period estuary
sites versus barrier island sites of the same period. The recovery of
some human skeletal remains indicates the possibility that burials may
be present in the midden as well. If so, this class of information
could provide insights into other non subsistence/settlement pattern
types of activities. This could include methods of the disposal of
the dead, possible social differentation (as per grave furniture,
etc.) and perhaps physical characteristics of a sample of the group
that once occupied the site.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Coastal Archaeology and the National Register of Historic Places,
Lauro, James the Deer Island Site (22-Hr-500) Harrison County, Mississippi, Journal
forthcoming: of the Mississippi Archaeological Association, scheduled for publication
in January, 1987

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangie name_ . Quadrangle scale-__

UTM References
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st all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries . .

state  N/A o ~ code Ccounty 0 7T 7 7777 code

state >N/A . " ode coumy } e , cod'e"'

11. Form Prepared By L

name/title James Lauro/Archaeologlst

organizatiop Mississippi Department of ArchivesAS;‘_ﬁHi”steaéie ,;Novem;be; 1986

street & number p. 0, Box 571 : telephone (601) 354-7326

cityortown  Jackson ' ‘ R sm“J’[lssj‘gﬁlnni 39205"

12. State Historic Preservatlon Offlcer Certlﬂcatlon

The evaluated signlﬂcance of this property wlthm the state is:

'___ national - _X_state’  __" local

As the designated State Historic Preservatnon Oﬂlcer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature M u @ M

titte Deputy State Historic Presérvation Officer

date January 23. 1987

For NPS use only
i certify that this property is included in the National Register
M Lo date K A T
of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 911-399



