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The Wilford Site consists of a prehistoric village site, as well as
a small rectangular platform mound overgrown by cane arfd trees. The mound
is approximately ten feet in height, 160 feet in length, and 12
width. The village area covers twenty acres more or less

village site.

An earlier survey conducted by the Peabody Museum of American
Archaeology and Ethnology in the 1940s recorded two mounds on the site,
one of which was simply described as a small mound. Four house patterns
were uncovered during the 1969 excavations at the village site, and three
of these were superimposed. It is possible that the three house patterns
are remnants of the second mound mentioned by the Peabody archaeologists,
considering the fact that the site is in a cultivated field.

m A heavy concentration of daub and occa-
sional broken shell-tempered pottery can be found on the surface of the
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STATEMENT OF 51GNIFICANCE .

The Wilford Site was first recorded by Philip Phillips, James A.
Ford, and James B. Griffin in the Peabody Museum's "Archaeological Survey
of the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley, 1940-1947." It was partially
excavated in the summer of 1969 by John Connaway and Samuel O. McGahey,
field archaeologists, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and
a team from the University of Mississippi under the direction of Professor
Thomas H. Koehler. The excavation was undertaken in an attempt to salvage
information regarding house construction on the site, since recent deep .
plowings had uncovered large pieces of daub,

The excavation of the village sitem
revealed two house construction areas, one of which yielded three
patterns, apparently representing two reconstructions of the same building.
The other area contained a single, large house pattern. Although con-
sisting of the expected rectangular shape, utilizing poles set in wall
trenches, the patterns were most unusual. They contained rows of large
interior support poles with huge center poles. The larger house pattern
also had exterior supports. The interior post molds were in an almost
perfectly arranged grid network, leaving practically no usable space at
ground level.

Research in the archaeological literature of the area to date has
failed to disclose records of comparable house patterns. A structure which
could be very similar or almost identical is described by Garcilaso de la
Vega in his account of the DeSoto expedition through the area in 1541. The
Spaniards encountered a group of people on the west side of the Mississippi,
who were taking refuge from a flood in houses with raised floors, approx-
imately 18 to 24 feet off the ground. According to the account, the houses
had rooms on all four sides, which were used for storing provisions. These
descriptions nicely fit the archaeological evidence obtained from the
Wilford Site. Further excavations could possibly determine if the houses
actually had raised floors, as well as finding evidence of the super-
structures involved. Similar house patterns could well be located on the
small platform mound, which is almost perfectly preserved.
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