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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rufus Davis Site,

measuring

Brown, V - e e e 926:106), found a large mound
topped by a house, and a small tree-covered mound approximately 150 yards to the
southwest. He found many potsherds between the large mound and the river bank.

Phillips, Ford, and Griffin (1951:53,323) recorded a ceremonial center con-
sisting of a "village site with [a] large rectangular platform mound" 12 feet
high and a small conical mound. Finding mostly Baytown Period potsherds, they
suggested early to middle Baytown Period occupation of the site. Their seriation
chart (1951:Fig. 19), however, records the presence of various ceramic types
common to every cultural period from Tchula through Mississippi, as well as the
presence of daub, a local characteristic of the Mississippi Period. Phillips
(1970:Fig. 446) places the site in the Peabody Phase of the Coles Creek Period.
Brain evidently considers it to be later (see statement of significance).

When the Mississippi Archaeological Survey visited the site in 1968, a
house, then the residence of George McCaughn, was still standing atop the large
mound. The small mound, measuring 20 feet by 30 feet by 2 feet high, could be
seen in a cultivated field, the trees having been removed. A few Baytown Period
sherds and some daub were found on this small mound, which was slowly being de-~
stroyed by cultivation.

In 1969 the present owner of the large mound, James Smith, bought the prop-
erty on which it rests, tore down the old house on the mound, and built ‘a new
house about 40-50 feet south of the mound. Local collectors report that some
daub was exposed in ‘the toe of the mound during construction of a driveway between
the mound and the house. This indicates the possible presence of burned Missis-
sippi Period structures on or under the large mound. The small mound has appar-
ently been destroyed in the construction of a subdivision
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rufus Davis Site is archaeologically significant because it comprises
a well-preserved Mississippi Period platform mound probably containing undis-
turbed structural remains and historically significant because of its possible
connection with the 1541 DeSoto expedition through the present state of Missis
sippi.

Mississippi Per: nds in a good state of preservation are becoming
increasingly rare% and those remaining should be preserved.
This particular example does n ear to be endangered at present.

Brain indicates that Rufus Davis could be the second town of Quizquiz
mentioned in the Ranjel narrative of the DeSoto expedition. Although very few
potsherds of the DeSoto time period were collected there, its location with
respect to other sites thought to be towns visited by DeSoto leads omne to
believe it may have been the Quizquiz town. Brain says that "Rufus Davis seems
to satisfy the conditions dictated by the narratives. If occupied in 1541, it
was a small village and not the type normally of interest to DeSoto. For this-
reason, Ranjel says they passed it by after collecting the maize to be found
there, and other narratives forget it entirely'" (Brain, Toth, Rodriguez-
Buckingham 1974:260).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary of the site is the outer limits of the mound.
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