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(Check One) 

Altered G Unaltered

CC/iec/c One; 

Moved [jj| Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Nelson site, encompassing approximately nine 
acres, is situated on cleared, gently rolling farmland between 
Bayou Pierre and Highway 462. At first glance, the site appears! 
to be a rather ordinary soybean field. Closer inspection, how 
ever, reveals that sjiallow plowing has exposed large areas of 
greasy black midden. Testing indicates that thisilnidden is at 
Teast"FourTeen inches de~ep over the entire Late AccKaic: site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large Late Archaic (ca. 1000 B.C.) village. s_ite covers 
approximately nine acres. The midden deposit, fourteen inches 
deep, has not been appreciably disturbed by recent TigFtculti- 
vti.c>n ' A brief period of surface collection by archaeologists 

the Mississippi Department of Arcjiives and His.tory yielded 
artifacts, including several Sh'ujjrfa, Little Bjerlir CreeF, 
erryCreek, and PaliniIT:^~"proJectile points .The "John 

Nelsdn site is one of the largest Late Archaic sites with abun 
dant lithic material and a relatively undisturbed^midden in the 
l^te of Mississippi. As such, the site has considerable poten 
tial for answering questions concerning settlement and subsis 
tence patterns during the Late Archaic period in southwest Mis 
sissippi.



Brookes, Samuel 0., and Inmon, Byron. Archaeological Survey of 
Claiborne County, Mississippi. Edited by James H. Stone  
Jackson: Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
1973, pp. 23-26, 53. '
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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