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The John Nelson site, encompassing approximately nine
acres, is situated on cleared, gently rolling farmland between
Bayou Pierre and Highway 462. At first glance, the site appears
to be a rather ordinary soybean field. Closer inspection, how-
ever, reveals that shallow plowing has exposed large areas of
greasy black midden. Testing indicates that this midden is at
Teast fourteen inches deép over the entire“Létéﬂ%f?ﬁﬁié“Site.
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|state of Mississippi. As such, the site has considerable poten-

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large Late Archaic (ca. 1000 B.C.) village site covers
approximately nine acres. The midden deposit, fourteen inches
deep, has not been appreciaBT?fdistﬁfbéd“by’téébﬁthiEHf‘Cu}ti—
vation. A brief period of surface collection by archaeologists
from the Mississippi Department of Archives and History yielded
503 artifacts, including several Shuy{a, Little Egﬁr'deéﬁf‘
Mulberry Creek, and Palmillis projectile points.® The John
Nelsdn site is one of the largest Late Archaic sites with abun-
dant lithic material and a relatively undisturbed midden in the

tial for answering questions concerning settlement and Subsis-

tence patterns during the Late Archaic period in southwest Mis-
sissippi.
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