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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bayou Pierre Site was first recorded ip 1971-72 b Harvard
University survey team, which was studying the in
an effort to define settlement patterns and establish a chronology based

on ceramics. A team from the Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
surveying Claiborne County in 1973 to dete of the construc-
tion of a nuclear generating facility at visited the site

but gave it only since it would not be ad ely affected
b

Bayou Pierre Site
comprises four mounds and a village area The mounds are
arranged in an irregular pattern, mounds B, C, and D forming a triangle

south of mound A, which 1is approximately 5 meters high and which was probably
the dominant mound of the group. Mound A was damaged by an old road, which
cut through its northeast portion (existing F.A.S. 1302); the other three
mounds have been plowed down and are visible only as slight rises. The mounds
lie in the center of an approximately 3-acre cultivated area.

Cultural ma thinly scattered over the site, is most plentiful on
the an indication that this open area roughly bordered on
three sides by mounds was a village and plaza area. Ceramics are most abundant

on the mounds. Just how the village and plaza were laid out in relationship

to the mounds cannot be determined because of the irregular mound arrangement.
was the case with most such structures, the mounds probably served as platforms
for important buildings. Houses of lower social classes usually surrounded the
plaza.

The Harvard ceramic analysis (Brown 1973) indicates that initial occupa-
tion of the site took place during the Sundown Phase of the Coles Creek Period
(A.D. 800-900). It remained a small village from that time until the Anna
Phase of the Plaquemine Period (A.D. 1200-1500), when mound construction began
and Bayou Pierre became a regional center. During the Natchez Phase of the
Plaquemine Period (A.D. 1500-1700), the site suffered the same fate as many
other large centers, which were reduced to small villages when the population
of the region shifted. The site was later abandoned.

Current highway construction plans call for a new road that will cut
through the village and plaza area, to the southwest of mound A. The road
will not affect any of the mounds. Archaeologists from the Mississippi State
Highway Department will be at the site during construction and will take what-
ever measures may be necessary to protect the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bayou Pierre Site, once one of the most impressive mound groups in
Claiborne County, is significant because of its potential for the study of

prehistoric settlement patterns and artifact distribution patterns within

the site itself.

The exact nature of and reason for aboriginal population shifts within
the area have never been fully explained.

Site could help determine why certain sites became regional centers and why

It is not known why some sites were multi-
component and others were not, and why some locations were favored over others

Since Bayou Pierre is a multicomponent site, i

they were subsequently abandoned.

by people of successive cultures.

Excavation at the Bayou Pierre

R S

changes in village layout could be useful in suggesting patterns of cultural
change. Almost nothing is known about the use of activity areas at sites in

the Bluff District. Concentrations of artifacts about the major mound at

Bayou Pierre suggest that certain areas of the site were used for specific
activities. Excavations there could lead to an increased understanding of
activity patterns and social organization.
other sites in this region, no lithic study has been undertaken at Bayou Pierre. o
Such a study could reveal much about specific functions of tools and sources :

of lithic materials.

Finally, as is the case with most
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