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The Teoc Creek site is a vill&éé site of the Poqﬁéty
Point culture. Maps of the surface mid y 38 well as aerial
photographs, indicate that the site 1is basically crescent
shaped., The total area of the dark surface midden,

is in definite contrast to the surrounding
8o t contains large quantities of aboriginal cultural
material including fire~-cracked rock, broken clay balls or
Poverty Point objects, falnt tools and flakes, which are

by~products of the-manufgcturing talents of the site's
prehistoric occupants. ultivation of the field through the
years has probably spread the surface midden to a certain
extent.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - .
The Teoc Creek site was first officially recorded

in 1966 by noted Poverty Point authorities Clarenc ebb and
James A, Ford and by Robert S, Neitzel, Archaeologist,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History. At this time,
it was determined by two traverses of bore holes that the site
adtive and depositing its levee. One of the bore holes

revealed a midden 8.5-10 feet beneath the surface at the
levee crest,

Excavations in l%ﬂé by Webb and a field team from
the University of Mississippi under the direction of
Professor Thomas H. Koehler and of John Connaway and Samuel
0. McGahey, Field Archaeologists, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History, confirmed that the levee was being
deposited while the site was occupied, since middens,

.separated by deposits of sterile river sand, were found.

Attempts to explore the deep midden were thwarted by a high
water table which prevented access.,

Continued excavations in early 1970 by Connaway and
McGahey revealed several concentrations of fired clay
(hearths), which extended to the bottom of the midden, approx-
imately 3 feet deep at this point, The deep midden was again
located and officially identified as contiguous with the
Poverty Point culture. Two additional deep middens were also
located. Radiocarbon dates obtained on the site extend as
far back as 1700/B.C., with an average radiocarbon date of

1392 B.C., thus establishing Teoc Creek as the second oldest
recorded Poverty Point site.

According to Dr, Clarence H. Webb, "Teoc is the
best preserved site of Poverty Point phase in [Mississippil]
+e.. and offers an unequalled opportunity of studying the
settlement pattern, everyday life and ceremonial development
of prehistoric peoples...." The site is considered especially
important because of its size and probable extent of
naturally sealed and therefore undisturbed midden., 1Its




Site."

Marshall, Richard A., "Reasons for Preserving the Teoc Creek

Typescript, Mississippi Department of Archives and
History, Jackson, Mississippi, April 28, 1970,

Statement of Importance of Teoc Creek Site.
Clarence H. Webb, Shreveport, Louisiana, to Elbert
Hilliard, Department of Archives and History, Jackson
Mississippi, March 31, 1970, ’
Archaeological Subject File, Migsissippi Department of

Letter from

Teoc Creek folder,

Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi.
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preservation and development as a park and archaeological labor-
atory has been recommended by the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History in the first edition of its Statewide
Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan,

Clarence H,, Description of Poverty Point sites., Type-
script, Poverty Point folder, Archaeological Subject File,
Migsissippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson,
Mississippi.

Clarence H,, "Explorations of Teoc Creek site (18-P=-6),
Carroll County, Mississippi. 7/4-7/69." Typescript,
Mississippl Department of Archives and History, Jackson,
Mississippi.

Clarence H,; Ford, James A.,; and, Gagliano, Sherwood M.,;
with collaboration of Roger T, Saucier, Poverty Point
Culture and the American Formative, section on projectile
points. (n.p., n.d.), 21-79 passim.

Clarence H.,, "The Extent and Content of Poverty Point
Culture," American Antiquity, Vol., 33, No. 3, July, 1968,
pp. 297-321,




