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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sturdivant fishweir consisted basically of two rows of pine stakes 
converging in a "V" shape, with the wide end of the "V" upstream (see map 
and photograph no. 1). The area covered by the recorded remains is approxi­ 
mately ninety by seventy-five feet, ~

rr~was constructed by driving pine poles approximately three 
inches in diameter into the river bottom after first sharpening them by 
splintering, chopping, or burning and abrading. Whole canes, possibly in 
bundles, were placed erect just inside the poles. Inside the whole canes 
were placed split cane mats which were attached to the whole canes and 
the poles (see photograph no. 2). Apparently, repairs were made occa­ 
sionally, as evidenced by the radiocarbon dates (see statement of significance) 
and the fact that earlier mats were penetrated by a later series of poles which 
in turn had their own associated canes and cane mats (see photograph no. 3).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sturdivant fishweir is a remarkable example of the natural preserva­ 
tion of a prehistoric structure of perishable materials. As far as the writer is 
aware, this structure is only the second prehistoric wooden fishweir reported in 
North America, the Boylston Street fishweir being the first (Johnson: 1942). It 
is possible that other parts of the weir, yet undiscovered, remain buried in the 
river bank. _________^______________^—.

When a severe flood ̂ HI^^^^BHIIIHHHHHHHHIHHHHHIiHj^ --^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^™ - _..._.. _^^^

caused some channel realignments, the site of the fishweir was exposed. The 
tops of most of the stakes were snapped off as the upper strata of the river bank 
slid into the stream.

The Mississippi Department of Archives and History made an extensive 
effort in 1975 to record as much of the structure as possible and to obtain a 
large sample of the stakes and some of the cane matting for preservation and 
study. Samples of both of these items have been treated wth polyethylene 
glycol and appear to be stabilized. The preserved wooden material has revealed 
much concerning woodworking techniques of the period in which the weir was 
made. Sections of certain stakes of pine were also retained for a dendrochrono- 
logical study. It may be possible to ascertain for the site a floating chronology 
that will enable the accurate relative dating of certain segments of the structure, 
which, according to radiocarbon dates and evidence of repairs, seems to have 
been used for a long time. Investigation of a nearby stand of virgin pine may 
then tie down the chronology. Radiocarbon samples yielded dates of 1460+ 65 A.D. 
(UGA 1115), 1480+65 A.D. (UGA 1114), 1615+65 A.D. (UGA 1142), and 
1630+60 A.D. (IfeA 1141).
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