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 There are two areas which comprise the Doak's Stand Treaty Site and which 
lie

Doak's Fielc 
and pine trees. Doak's Improveinent^

[is mostly in pasture grass, with a few, principally

The supposed site of Doak's Stand is within Doak's

_____.._.__ ___ __ :ace artifacts are con- 
lirea of the oval and indicate a late Oicjcta^indiati component and a 

temporary' Euro-American occupation in the early 1800s. ... ..-,,.._
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The primary significance of this dual site lies in its connection with the 
signing of the Treaty of Doak's Stand (1820)7 by which the United States obtained 
a large portic|ii of land in present-day Mississippi from the Choctaw Indians. The 
site is also archaeologically significant because of evidence of Indian-white con 
tact.

Ca. 1810, William Doak established on the site a tavern which became one of 
the better-known stopping places along the Natchez Trace (Phelps 1949:23), the 
postal route between Nashville, Tennessee, and Natchez, Mississippi. The facility 
served as the post office for a sizeable area (Natchez Trace Parkway Survey 1940:66), 
Apparently Doak prospered in his business, since, according to the Hinds County tax 
rolls, in 1822 he was assessed for eighteen slaves (Phelps 1949:24). In 1823 he was

It would seem that DoaK naa moved  oomBHHW since ten miles separated 
his Natchez Trace location from the nearest part of that county. The family appar 
ently remained in the tavern business in Hinds County, however, but at a different 
location from that of the original Doak's Stand. This second "Doak's Stand" appears 
on the map a few years later. Ihe original plat _ 
surveyed in 1832-1834 and signed by Gideon Fitz, "Surveyor of Public 
of the State of Tennessee," shows the second s1

was sen
_ the new mail road (Natchez Trace 

Parkway Survey 1940;103) f_extending from Columbus, Mississippi, and connecting with

fore have been cutoff from the rrainrouteortravefl?e^^en Natchez and Nashville. 
The new Doak's Stand was the property of "Doake and Ward" but by 1834 was <?wned by 
Josiah L. Doak and wife (Phelps 1949 :B).

Some confusion has arisen over the actual site of the treaty signing. According 
to various sources (De Rosier 1970:61; Natchez Trace Parkway Survey 1940:66; Kappler

at or near Doak's stan(^HlHB|^HMM^^* The 
is most explicit concerning tne locatiSn^stating that 

the treaty was signed about a half mile below the stand. An examination of the

Washington, shows two^TeariiigsontRe^RHfflHI^rfflBSptated by about two hundred

t and is traversed by the road.
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8 - SIGNIFICANCE

An ies revealed) ___^_______________
_____ ____________ ______ a concentration of historic period Choc-
taw ceramics and Euro-American artifacts of the period ca. 1820. The site is assumed 
to be the location of the tavern. The treaty, then, could have been signe^^n the 
southern end of Doak's Jjrprovement or on the nearby area called ̂ OTHBIH In 
either case, Doak's Stand could have been about one-half mile awaj

j.eld inspection of the site termed Doak's Stand in _ 
__ led a concentration of Euro-American artifacts very similar to those 
ound at Doak's Improvement. Although the site is clearly labeled "Doak's Stand" * 
and the family name is spelled differently on thejbro_sites to the north, it seems 
that one of the sites HH^HH|||^Hl|H||HI|^^HIV^s actually the treaty site. 
The conclusion is basecHiiaml^ontn^gippareii^Loc^tijonof the southerly site imme 
diately 
did

The signing of the Treaty of Doak's Stand on October 18, 1820, was of signifi 
cance to the nation and to Mississippi in that it opened a vast area to white set 
tlement. The terms involved a land exchange in which the United Stetes obtained 
5,169,788 acres in Mississippi, including a large _ 
and the Choctaw nation received in return 13,000,000 acres in present-day Oklahoma/ 
Texas, and Arkansas. Since ±he signing of the Treaty of Hopewell in 1786, it had 
been federal policy to manage the Indians' affairs "in such a manner" as the United 
States government thought "proper" (De Rosier 1970:18). The concept usually trans 
lated into the practice of acquiring Indian land. The Treaty of Doak's Stand was 
the fifth agreement involving the cession of Choctaw lands to the United States 
but the first which took steps to remove the Indians west.

The Choctaws had been assured in 18lfe fiiat they would never again be asked to 
cede nore land to the United States and were understandably angered when they were
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8 - SIGNIFICANCE

approached with another such proposal in 1818 (De Rosier 1970:47, 52). They resisted 
any discussion of the question until finally persuaded to meet at Doak's Stand in 
October, 1820. Considerable pressure for Indian removal was generated on the local 
level by white settlers, and a minority of Choctaws in positions of power also fa 
vored removal (De Rosier 1970:54). Chief Red Foot was agreeable to the land swap, 
and other chiefs, although opposed, felt it inevitable. James Pitchlyn, an influ 
ential Choctaw leader of mixed blood, favored the move (De Rosier 1970:50, 60).

The United States made a determined effort to conclude a successful treaty. 
Twenty thousand dollars was made available for treaty expenses. With this money, 
Gen. Andrew Jackson, who, together with Gen. Thomas Hinds, represented the United 
States at the negotiations, bought a twenty-day supply of beef, corn, liquor, and 
other provisions (De Rosier 1970:59-60). Jackson had sensed a weakening in the 
Indians' resolve not to move and sought to intimidate them by calling for an in 
crease in United States military strength in the area (De Rosier 1970:61). Two 
chiefs, Mushulatubbee and Pushmataha, decided shortly after negotiations opened 
that they would support the land exchange. This decision on tfreir part, the in 
fluence of a trusted white missionary, Cyrus Kingsbury, and Andrew Jackson's threat 
of 4&b loss of the friendship of the United States were powerful forces of persua 
sion which finally resulted in the treaty being signed.

The Doak's Stand site has archaeological potential. The relationship of the 
Indian and Euro-American artifacts found at the presumed .tavern site might be^e- 
termined by excavations. Are the Choctaw ceramics simply the debris of a few days 1"* 
during which the negotiations occurred or do they represent Indians who lived there 
in connection with the stand? Although a trash dump has not beeli located, one may * 
exist which could reveal details concerning the economy of the inhabitants .i Com 
parative studies between this site and the apparently later Doak's Stand site would* 
be useful as a means of determining the degree of cultural change during a short time.
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