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Form 1 0.300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR !STAT E : 

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mississippi 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HtSTORIC PLACES Adams 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ON LY 

ENT R Y OATE 

(Type all entries · complete applicable sections) 

f1 .. ~M-lE .<•· 
. ':'. ::':.:·•. 

COMMON : 

Auburn 
ANOI OR HISTORIC : 

~~ "'~~ TJQ.N. " ·'· .•. 
.·''' 

STREET ANQ NUMI!IERI 

Duncan Park 
CITY OR TOWN! CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT : 

Natchez 4 
STATE I CODE COUNTY : I CODE 

Mississippi I ~0 Adams I 001 
I~• .. ,'~~~S~Ift~~TJ:O!'l ''··•· . . 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building fiE] Pub li c Pub li c Acquisition: lXI Occupied Yes : 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccup ied ~ Restri cted 

0 Obfect 0 Both 0 .Being Considered 0 Preaervot ion work 0 Unrestri c ted 

In progress 0 No 

·~.R.E_!IEN '!' ~SE ( Check One or More ae AJ>Proprlate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Governmant 0 Pork 0 Transportat ion 0 Comments 

O .Commarclol 0 Industr ia l 0 Private Res idence 0 Othar (Sp.c lly) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Relig ious 

0 Entertainment ~ Museum 0 Scientific 

[~ .. OWtcta.C, J'k<>PERTY <· ·~ 

(OWNERS NAME : 

City of Natchez (Mayor and Board of Aldermen) 
STREET ANO NUMI!IER : 

City Hall 
' CITY OR TOWN : S T ATE : I ': O OF 

Natchez Mississippi 28 
l5· .. !..OCA"n~ OF !-K~L DESCRI~TION 

COURTHOUSE , REG IS TRY OF OEEOS , ETC : 

Office of ih.e Chancery Clerk 
ST_REET ANO NUMBER : 

Adams County Cottrthouae 
t;ITY OR TOWN : STATE COOE 

Natchez Mississippi 28 

~ -E~I.A .. :rtQtollH EXISTING SURVEYS ... ,,. 
TITLE OF SURVE Y : 

Historic American Buildings Survey (7 photos) 
DATE OF SURVEY : 1936 ~ Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Loca l 
DEPOSITOR Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Division of Prints and Photographs 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

Library of Congress 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE : 

rr~ 
r-

Washington D. c. 
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PIEI'IIIOD (Checllr One or More ee Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (liAppflcable andJ[notn\1 ~0.12 

ARI:AS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checllr One or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor lglnol 0 Education 

O Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

Q[J Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Q!l 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

II] 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Selene• 

Sculpture 

Social/Human· 

I tor ian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Documented as the design of Levi Weeks, Auburn was, by his 
statement, the first house iii Mississippi Territory to employ 
the orders of Architecture. ·The temple form of the portico was 
so early and so influential that Auburn must be regarded as one 
of the most important houses in the South. Although the interior 
detail is Georgian and no longer fashionable in 1812, the woodwork 
is so well detailed that it commands admiration • 

Auburn had two owners of distinction. Judge lJman Harding, the 
first owner, was the first Attorney General of Mississippi. After 
his death in 1820 the property was acquired by Dr. Stephen Duncan. 
Though possessing a fortWle in slaves, Dr. Duncan favored emanci­
pation, opposed secession, and refused to support the Confederacy. 
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CONDITION 
(Check One) 

0 Goad 0 Fair 6tJ Excellent 

0 Altered iJ Unalte,.d 

(Checlr One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
0 Rulna 0 Unexpa .. d 

(Checlr One) 

0 Moved liJ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (If lmown) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

Auburn was fir~t described by ita designer and builder, Levi Weeks, 
in September 1812: 

11 The brick house I ·am building is just without the city line 
and is designed for the most magnificent building in the 
Terri tory. The body of this house is 60 by 4.5 feet w1 th 
a portico of 31 feet projecting 12 feet supported by 4 Ionic 
columna with the Corinthian entablature, the ceiling vaulted, 
the house two stories with a geometrical staircase to ascend 
to the second story. This is the first house in the 
Territory on which was ever attempted any of the orders of 
Architecture. The site is one of those peculiar situations 
which combines all the delight of romance, the pleasure of 
rurality, and the approach of sublimity. I am the more 
particular in describing this seat not only to give you an 
idea of the progress of improvement but to inform you what 
you will hear with pleasure, that the owner of it is a 
Yankey, a native of our own state, Massachusetts, and is 
now in Boston on a visit·.- His name is ~ Harding. 11 

Judge Harding, first attorney general of Mississippi Territory 
and of the State, died in 1820. In March of that year Auburn 
was visited by the Benjamin Latrobes, en route to New Orleans; 
Mrs. Latrobe's impression was entirely favorable in contrast to 
her description of the town of Natchez as a 11vile hole. 11 Later 
in 1820 the estate was purchased by Dr. Stephen Duncan, who added 
the symmetrical wings. 

Though possessing a fortune in land and slaves, Duncan worked 
actively in the American Colonization Society, an organization to 
free slaves and settle them in Africa. As secession approached 
he became increasingly outspoken in his Union S,Ympathies and he 
returned to his native Pennsylvania after the Civil War began. 
In 1911 his descendants deeded Auburn to the city of Natchez. 
The house is now maintained by the Town and Country Garden Club; 
the surrounding property has become a IIIWlicipal park and golf course. 

The quality and variety of the original interior and exterior wood 
trim distinguishes Auburn. Although the pedimented interior doors 
and handsomely detailed mantels are Georgian in character and 
hardly pace-setting, the treatment of the aidelighted entrances 
at both levels appears inventive and unique. The principal 
contribution of Levi Weeks at Auburn is the two-story order of 
the portico which became a model for Natchez houses and has come 
to symbolize all southern plantation houses. Its use in domestic 
architecture here precedes similar porticoes at the University of 
Virginia and their application to Arlington (Virginia) and the 
White House in the 1820s. 
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Fo"" 10·300o 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N.TION•L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL.CIS 

INVENTORY • NOMIM. TION FORM 

(C011linuation Sheet) 

(N..,,_ •" ..,,,••> 7. Description 

Auburn, Natchez, Mississippi 

~ 

•TATK 

Mississippi 
COUNTY 

Ad8l!18 

FOR NPS USE ONLY -------4 
KNT"Y NUMa.:" I DATK 

I 

IC.ITCI-4f.~ STOUGIO 

111 1 "i:.J 
.... -~ • 

l 

I ' . 
l>IIJIIJG 

PA~LDR.. -
R.ooM. 

.. 

' I •• I I I I I •• I LIVI"' ' I 
~ I • LI~~RI( ROOM 

I I M-

• • • • 

First floor plan 

GPO 821-724 zs 
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f.9. MAJOR SI&LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(10. Gt:OGRAPHIC.AL DATA -. ...::::_ 
~·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES L'TITUI:'E AN_!;' LC'NGIT ' JOE COOROINATF;J 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRODFRTY 0 DEFINING Tt1~ C..lc.NT ~ R POINl OF A r:t..cOPERTY 

-- Rf--· OF LESS THAfi. TEN ACRES -
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG I TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degree a Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 3P 32' J.ili• 91 ° 23. 36. 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 31° 32' 44" 91 ° 23. 30. 
SE 310 32' 40" 910 23. 30 • 
sw .,, II ')')' l.n• 01 0 ')., . 'lh ·- I 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PR6PER'I"i' : J!.2 acres 

ILIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE : CODE COUNTY: CODE 

~l. FORM PREPMU!D BY 
--"-

NAME AND TITLE: 

Paul Goeldner, Architect, Historic Sites Survey 

ORGANI ZATIO'Di vision Of HistoriC and Architectural Surveys rATE 

National Park Service 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

llOO L Street NW. 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE 

Washin~ton District of Columbia ll 
p2. $TATE LIAISOH OfFICER CERTlFICA'liON NATIONAL R£GISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89~65), I hereby nominate thia property for inclusion National Reciater. 

in the National Reciater and certify that it baa been 

.. valuated accordinlo: to the c·iteria and proceckl rea set 

fOI'th by the National Parlt Serv1ce. The recommended 

level of significance of thia nomination is: 
DJrectof', Ollie• of Archeololy and Hletorlc Pr•••r••tlon 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

o,.te 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keepel' of The National Reglstel' 

Date Date 

GPO Ul 894 . 
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FORM 10·101 A . le/721 
1. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries • attach to or en ~lose with phot~raph) 

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A .. t,.ed by NPS) 

Auburn 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

Mississippi Adams 
STREET AND NUMBER 

Duncan Park 

3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE 

NPS/ Paul Goeldner November 1973 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION , ETC . 

Exterior from north. 
Interior second floor hall toward front. 
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TliE INTERIOR 
Re¥. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries • attach to or enclose with map) 

f1. RIJ4£ 
COMMON : Auburn 
ANO/ OR HISTORIC: 

(!. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

IAmcan Park 
CITY OR TOWN t 

Natchez 

TOWN 

Natchez 

NEGATIVE FILED AT 

Historic Sites Survey 
National Park Service 

GPO en .• ooe 

STATE 

Mississippi 
COUN Atlarna 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

a:: 
t- STATE: I CODE fcouNTY : l COOE 

z 

w 
w 

[3. 

t•. 

Mississippi 
MAP REFERENCe 

SOURCE : 

u.s.o.s. 7.5 Minute Series, 
pCALE: 1 : 24.000 
DATE : 1963 

REQUlRfMENTS 

TO liE INCLUOEO ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North orrow. 

3. Latitude ond longitude reference. 

I 20 1 Adams 1 uu~ 

Natchez Quadrangle 

2 

INT: ISS-72 Z.7 
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Auburn, Natchez, Mississippi NPS Photo 1973 
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