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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR '!fTAT£: 

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mississippi 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PLACES Adams 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM .FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY OAT£ 

(Type all entries · complete applicable sections) 

rt: ~A-~ _,, ., 
COMMON: ~tanton 

Hall 
ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Belfast 
~~. ~(:AT~OIIf . 

STREET ANQ NUMIIER1 

High Street between Pearl and Commerce Streets 
CITY OR TOWN! CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT : 

Natchez 4 
STATE I COOE COUNTY: I COOE 

Mississippi I 28 Adams r 001 
r3_..s¢LA~t!ICATION_ ' ';' . , k<~~:. ~ ' 

CATEGORY 
QWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District If) Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: If) Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure Iii Private 0 In Process D Unoccupied (jj Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

'PR.E~EN "!' USE (Check One or More a a Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural D Government D Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment QQ Museum 0 Scientific 
" ' 

1.4 ~MER Of' PROPERTY 
I OWNER'S N AM£ : 

The Pilgrimage Garden Club 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Post Office Box 347 
CITY OR TOWN: STAT£ : I t:OOF 

Natchez Mississippi 28 rs. t.OCATU»t OF l.-£GAl. DESCRlPTION 
COURTHOUSE , REGISTRY OF OEEOS , ETC: 

Office of the Chancery Clerk 
ST_RE£T ANO NUMBER : 

Adams County Courthouse 
Cl TY OR TOWN : STATE COOE 

Natchez Mississippi 28 

~- lt~~_BESfi~!AJION IN EXtSTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY : 

Historic American Buildings Survey (l photo) 
DATE OF SURVEY: 19L.O 1iJ Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Division o£ Prints and Pho+~~ .. -'1...~ 
STR£ET AND NUMBER: 

Library of ConRress 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE f--

Washington D. C. 11 
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PERIOD (Checl< One or Mot• ee Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECII'IC OATE(I) (II Appllcebte end ICnowJ'I) 1851-57 
AREAl 01" SIGNIFICANCE (Cheol< One or More ae A.PPtOPrlate) 

Abor lglnol 0 Education 

0 Prehletorlc O Engineering 

0 Hlatorlc 0 lnduatry 

0 Agrl culture 0 Invention 

8l Arch I lecture 0 Londecope 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communlcatl one 0 Military 

0 Conaervatlon 0 Music 

STATEMENT OP' SiGNIFICANCE 

:·:: ·. 

0 18th Century 

8 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

loaophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human· 

ltorlon 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

' 

,., ' 

The palatial proportions of Stanton Hall and the .. variet.y of :its Victorian 
detail represent antebellum opulence rarely achieved and more rarely 
maintained. Built for Frederick Stantcm, a <!Cotton broker, : in the years 
1851-57, the construction project · is reputed to have required a 
chartered vessel from Europe to bring the carved moldings, cast and 
wrought iron, exterior ornament and fence, - ca-rrara marble mantelpieces, 
bro.nze chandeliers, gold-framed mirrors, silver hardware, and appropriate 
furniture. More successful as a showplace than a residence, Stanton 
Hall continues to impress the visitors who tour it daily as a museum 
house • 
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0 Good 0 Folr 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

l8l Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Checlr One) 

0 Deterlorotecl 

I 
OESCRISE THE P~ESENT AND OFIIQINAL. (If ltnown) PHYaiCAL. APPEARANCE 

0 Rulna 0 Un .. po .. d 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 81 Orl;lnol Site 

All accounts of the buildi.ng of Stanton Hall mention the chartering of a 
ship to bring materials and furnishings from abroad; the scale and 
ornament confirm the story. The house dominates an urban hilltop site a 
full block square. The surrounding iron fence has elaborate gate posts 
with a lyre motif. Four giant order fluted columns with modified 
Corinthian capitals maintain the tradition of Natchez porticoes with an 
added richness. Pilasters at the large sidelighted entrance have tra­
ditional Corinthian caps. Iron lace railings decorate both levels of 
the portico and a two-story gallery on the west elevation. The principal 
mass of the house is plastered and painted white with dark green shutters. 
Above the hip roof is a large belvedere with two arched openings on each 
side and an overhang~ng bracketed cornice. 

The tinterior also combines classicism with more ornate styles. Its scale 
is evident in the central hall which ·is- 16 feet wide and 72 feet long. 
All the doors on the first floor have heavy Greek frames with anthemion 
bands and acroteria-ornamented cornices. The length of the hall is 
broken only by an elliptical arch supported on consoles. The ballroom, 
at the right, is similarly divided by a triple arch with foliated corbels 
and pendants. The five first-floor mantels are of white carrara marble 
richly carved with fruits and flowers. Bronze chandeliers with etched 
glass diffusing shades hang from plaster rosettes in each room. Each 
chandelier has a unique design; those in the dining room represent the 
Natchez Indians in battle array. By opening the sliding doors between 
the ballroom and music room; the entire length of the house is infinitely 
extended in immense gold-framed mirrors which face each other 72 feet 
apart. 

To the left of the central hall a stairhall separates the library at the 
front from the dining room at the rear. Stairs begin at the grade level 
porte-cochere and rise to the attic below the belvedere. Bedrooms on 
the second floor repeat the scale of the first floor but with simplified 
moldings and black marble mantels. 

A service wing at the rear is less extensive than originally and con­
tains bathrooms, a caretaker's apartment, and the shop and office 
required in its present function as a museum house. Plantings,particu­
larly live oak trees, on the front of the property have matured to a 
beauty not experienced by the original owners. The rear of the property 
includes parking area, restaurant and swimming pool for the Pilgrimage 
Garden Club. 

Named Belfast by Frederick Stanton, the cotton broker who built it in 
1851-58, the house had been completed only a short while when he died. 
Its institutional scale made it a maintenance burden to his descendants. 
In the 1890s it became the Stanton College for Young Ladies. In 1940, 
after a variety of uses, it was purchased by the Pilgrimage Garden Club 
and restored as their headquarters. 
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Uuly 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MATIOMAL R!GISTII OP HISTORIC PLACES 

IMVEMTORY • MOMIMATIOM POIM 

(Cot~tin1111tion Sheet) 

Description 

Stanton Hall, Natchez, Mississippi 

.TATa i Mississipp 

COUNTY Adams 

FOR NPS USE ON:;L Y,;------4 
KNTI'IY NUMBKI'I DATK 

First Floor Plan Second Floor Plan 

GP 0 821·724 ' I 0 
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STATE : 

• STATE: 

STATE: 

Architect Historic Sites 
Architectural Surveys, 

As tbe designated State Liaison Officer for the Na ­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

~valuated accordinll; t o the c-iteria and proce<bres set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce . Tile recommended 

level of s i gnificance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Name ------------------------------------------

Tule ------------------------------------------

Date 

I hereby certify that thia property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Olflc• of ArcheoloiiJ' and Hlelorlc Preeet?atlon 

Da te 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The Natianal Re~later 

Date 

GPO 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries -attach to or encloae with phot~raph) 

AND/OR HIITOI'IIC NUMKI'IIC CODil (A .. I,ed by NPS) 

Stanton Hall Belfast 
2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

Mississippi Adams 
STI'IEET AND NUMI!IER 

High Street between Pearl and Commerce Streets 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE 

Paul Goeldner NPS November 1973 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC . 

1. Exterior from southwest. 
2. Interior double parlors from music room. 

Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TfiE INTERIOR 
Rn. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

"' 
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

:z fl. NA)sl£ 

0 COMMON : Stanton Hall 
AND/ OR HISTORIC : Belf'ast 

1- ~ LOCATION 
' 

STREET AND NUMBER : 
u High Street between Pearl and Commarce Streets 
:) 

CITY OR TOWN : 

0:: Natchez 
1- STATE: I CODE 'COUNTY : 

TOWN 

Natchez 

NEQATIVE FIL.ED AT 

Historic SLtes Survey 
National Park Service 

GPO t32-009 

STATE 

Mississippi 
COUNTY 

Adams 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER l DATE 

I 

I CODE 

"' 
Mississippi I 28 I Adams 1 001 

:z L3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE : 

USGS 1 1 5 Minute Series, Natchez Quadrangle 
w SCALE: 1: 24000 

w 

• "' 
DATE: 1963 

[4.- flEQlJtREMEN-TS .. 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

I NT: I SS-Jt I 9 
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Stanton Hall, Natchez, Mississippi NPS Photo 1973 


