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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Governor's Mansion, Greek Reg}ﬁgl in style,
stands impressively in downtown Jackson. f masonry construc-
tion, the building is two stories above a full basement. Its
brick and stone exterior is broken by large rectangular windows,
The mansion's impressiveness is attained through use of a

square massive form adorned by a front portico of the Corinthian
order, The portico is two-storied and semi~-circular in design
with four fluted columns{ It reflects the plan of the original
architect, William Ni ls, when he reported to the chairman of
the Joint committee of the M1331531ppi Leglslature on public
buildings, February 12, 1840, that he "intended to avoid a pro-
fusion of ornament, and to adhere to a plain republican sim=-
plicity...."

Above the entrance doorway is an iron-railed balcony,
fronting a doorway with transom and sidelights similar to the
one below, !10n the east side are a porte-cochere . 4nd entrance
which were added during the renovations of 1908€09. A two
storied addition was annexed to the rear of the mansion at this
time to provide additional living quarters for the governor and
his family, and the outer walls were covered with yellow press-
ed brick.,

The front or original portion of the building con~
tains spacious drawing rooms and reception halls, The cornices,
medallions, woodwork, and other interior details are particu-
larly fine. The orlglnal stairway was retained during the
1908-09 renovations. The inside balcony was added in 1908 when
the annex and east porte-cochere were attached to the original
structure,

The yellow brick was first painted white during the
administration of Govermor Paul B, Johnson, 1940-43, The man-
sion underwent major structural renovation in 1392; however,
the original beauty and design were preserved,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction of the Governor's Mansion began in 1839,
The architect for the building was William Nichols, who also
designed Mississippi's historic 01ld Capitol and the Lyceum
Building at the University of Mississippi, as well as an early
state capitol at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Nichols was a native of
Bath, England.

A splendid example of Greek Revival architecture, the
mansion was completed late in the year 1841 and was first oc-
cupied in 1842 by Governor Tilghman M, Tucker. Since that
time, it has served continuously as the home of the governors
of the State of Mississippi. In addition to the list of dis-
tinguished occupants, several notable American personalities,
including Henry Clay, Vice President Richard M. Johnson (pur-
ported slayer of Tecumseh), William Jennings Bryan, President
William Howard Taft, Theodore Roosevelt, Will Rogers, Douglas
MacArthur, and John F. Kennedy have been guests at the Governor's
Mansion, Louis Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot, visited the
mansion in 1852, as did Princess Juliana and Prince Bernhard of
the Netherlands during World War II.

The Governor's lMansion was briefly occupied by Gen-
eral William T. Sherman, following the successful Federal siege
of Jackson in July, 1863, One of the more dramatic events to
occur during the history of the Governor's Mansion was the for-
cible removal of Governor Benjamin G, Humphteys and his family
by Federal troops in 1868,

Among the prominent Mississippians who have visited
the Governor's Mansion are Jefferson Davis, Mrs. Jefferson Da-
vis, Miss Varina Anne "Winnie" Davis, J. Z. George, L. Q. C.
Lamar, John Sharp Williams and Pat Harrison.,

In 1904, there was talk of disposing of the building
when it was in bad repair, was expensive to maintain, and oc~
cupied a block of wvaluable real estate., Public opinion rallied
to support the preservation of the mansion, and the Mississippi
Legislature authorized renovations which were accomplished in
1908~09, William S., Hull was the architect for the renovations,




Daniel, Jean Houston and Price, Executive Mansions and Caéiﬁbis
of America. (Waukesha, Wiscomsin: Country Beautiful,
1969), 70-71,

Governor's Mansion of the State of Mississippi. (Jackson, ca.
1966).

Hamblin, Talbot, Greek Revival Architecture in America: Being
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ture and American Life Prior to “the War Between the
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Oxford Univ. Press,1944), 257.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Elbert Hilliard,

Curator of History

ORGANIZATION DATE
Mississippi Department of Archives and History Oct, 10, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:
120 North State Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Jackson Mississippi 23

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

National [x} State [g Local [
Name . /97 ’
Title Director, Miss. Dept. of

Archives and History

1969

pate October 14,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Date

ATTEST:
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Governor's Mansion

WPA Historical Research Project, '"Source Material for
Mississippi History - Hinds County" ca. 1938.

Mississippi Department of Archives and History
120 North State Street, Jackson,lMississippi Codet: 23

The mansion is a splendid example of Greek Revival
architecture. Many of its interior cornices and medallions,
and much of its woodwork are patterned after examples in
Minard Laf%yé}'s, The Beauties of Modern Architecture (1835).

The Governor's Mansion of Mississippi is truly one of
America's most historic and beautiful official residences,

Holcomb, Gene, '"The Mississippi Governor's Mansion," The
Journal of Mississippi History (Jacksons Mississippi
Historical Society, 1940), Vol, II, January, 1940,
3-21,

Report from the Committee on Public Buildings to the

Legislature, State of Mississippi, February 12, 1840, 9,
MDAH collections.




























Governor’s Mansion
National Historic Landmark (NHL) Nomination
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Governor's Mansion, Greek Revival in style, stands impressively in
downtown Jackson. Of masonry construction, the building is two stories
above a full basement. Its simple brick and stone exterior reflects

the plan of the original architect, William Nichols, when he reported to
the chairman of the joint committee of the Mississippi Legislature on
public buildings, February 12, 1840, that he "intended to avoid a pro-
fusion of ornament, and to adhere to a plain republican simplicity...."
A front portico is semicircular in plan with four fluted columns of the
composite order.

Above the entrance doorway is an iron-railed balcony, fronting a door-
way with transom and sidelights similar to the one below. During the
renovations of 1908-09, a two-storied addition was annexed to the rear
of the mansion, and the outer walls were cavered w1th,yellow pressed

~ brick. The yellow brick was first palnted white during the administratio
of Governor Paul B. Johnson, 1940-43. 1In 1973, the 1908 annex was removef;

its replacement is steel-framed and will provide modern living quarters
for the Governor's family. The interior of the original portion of the
building was completely dismantled for restoration.

The front or original portion of the building contains spacious drawing
rooms and reception halls. The cornices, medallions, woodwork, and
other interior details are particularly fine. Greek Revival doorways
duplicate designs of Minard Lafever in Beauties of Modern Architecture
(1835).

33

SNOITLONYLSNI

75



INSTRUCTIONS

5 EE

SI

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian! [C] 16th Century (] 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century R 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1839-4L1
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal (] Education P Political (3 Urban Planning
(O Prehistoric [] Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[J Historic 7 Industry ’ losophy
[ Agriculture (] Invention [ Science
™ Architecture (] Landscape [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-
[ Commerce (O Literature itarian
(0 Communications ) Military [ Theater
[} Conservation [ Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SI_GANI F|CANC'E\

A splendid example of Greek Revival architecture, the mansion was com-
pleted late in the year 1841 and was first occupied in 1842 by Governor
Tilghman M. Tucker. Since that time, it has served continuously as the
home of the Governors of the State of Mississippi. Of Governor's
Mansions built for that purpose and still in use, only the Virginia
mansion is older. -

The Governor's Mansion was briefly occupied by General William T.
Sherman, following the successful Federal siege of Jackson in July 1863.

Construction of the Governor's Mansion began in 1839. The architect
for the building was William Nichols, who also designed Mississippi's
historic Old Capitol and the Lyceum Building at the University of
Mississippi, as well as an early State Capitol at Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
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Paul Goeldner, Architect, Historic Sites Survey

oRGANBIFPSion of Historic and Architectural Surveys)
National Park Service

DATE

1/11/74

STREET AND NUMBER:

1100 L Street NW.

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

€

District of Columbia

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

O State []

Local

a

National

Name

Title

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

¥ U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-I
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1. Exterior, floodlit at night, from southwest.
2. Interior foyer.
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Governor's Mansion, Jackson, Mississippi HABS Photo 1972
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