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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Greek Revival detail and the three orders of Greek architecture, 
Corinthian, Doric, \4nd Ionic, are used throughout the building. The six 
columns, plaster over brick, on the portico have Ionic capitals, as do 
the columns in the House of Representatives. Corinthian capitals dis­ 
tinguish the columns in the Senate Chamber. An American development of 
the Doric column is used on the exterior side columns of the building.

The interior of the original building, with the exception of a 
few brick partition walls, was entirely wood. Originally, there were 
wooden floors in the corridors and flagstones for the rotunda floor. 
All of the interior partitions were removed, except for the' walls on 
each side of the first floor corridors, during the 1916-^J// renovations. 
During these renovations, the spiral stairways in the foyer were re­ 
moved, and the Old Chancery Court-State Library room was utilized for 
a stairway, stairhall and elevator entrance. The House and Senate 
Chambers on the second floor were also torn out to yield floor space 
for additional offices. The platform for the Speaker's rostrum in the 
House of Representatives was left intact. A few of the original colors 
in the dome were altered, and a support skeleton of steel was incorpo­ 
rated within the building.

Most of the exterior architecture of the brick, stone and 
stucco building was preserved during the renovations; however, the 
parapet walls along the front were extended over into the roof of the 
pediment. An original carved wooden ornament was removed from the 
top of the dome.

During the 195g/61 restoration, the spiral stairways and the 
House and Senate Chambers were reconstructed as they were originally 
designed. The first floor corridors and rotunda have remained basically 
unaltered. The lintels over the first floor doorways are original, with 
Greek detail. Other original items preserved in the Old Capitol Resto­ 
ration are the six Ionic columns and the cast-iron railing on the portico, 
the exterior lintels above the windows, the second floor balcony railing 
in the rotunda, and six Corinthian capitals in the Senate Chamber. The 
stucco and stone exterior of the Old Capitol was changed to a facade of 
modern stone and original brick made for the 1839 structure.

The Apartment of the Governor and the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals were also treated architecturally as historical restorations, 
while other space which originally housed state offices was especially 
lighted and equipped as a state historical museum.
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A major portion of Mississippi's early history occurred with­ 
in the walls of the Old Capitol, which served as the State Capitol from 
1839 to 1903.

Work on the building began in 1833, and it was completed in 
1840; however, the/State Legislature did convene in the building in 
1839. William N^dhols, a native of Bath, England, was appointed State 
Architect in 1836 and was responsible for completing the building. 
Nichols' distinguished career also included the designing of the early 
Alabama State Capitol at Tuscaloosa, the Governor's Mansion in Jackson, 
Mississippi, and the Lyceum Building at the University of Mississippi.

Among the more important events at the Old Capitol were the 
following:

1. The passage of the first law in America removing common law 
disabilities for married women, 1839.

2. Visit and address by Andrew Jackson, 1840.
3. Visit and address by Henry Clay, 1843.
4. Jefferson Davis and Mississippi Volunteers hailed on return 

from Mexican War, 1847.
5. Passage of Ordinance of Secession, 1861.
6. Constitutional Convention of 1865, first in the South after 

the fall of the Confederacy.
7. Constitutional Convention of 1868, which drafted the "Black 

and Tan" Constitution.
8. Overthrow of carpetbag government by the Mississippi Legis­ 

lature of 1876.
9. Last address of Jefferson Davis to the Mississippi Legislature, 

1884.
10. The passage of a law establishing the first state supported

college for higher education of women in America, the Industrial 
Institute and College, Columbus, Mississippi, 1884.

11. Constitutional Convention of 1890.
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8.

The Old Capitol

6. WPA Historical Research Project, "Source Material for Mississippi 
History-Hinds County"

ca. 1938

Mississippi Department of Archives and History
120 North State Street
Jackson, Mississippi Code: 23

Generals U.S. Grant and William T. Sherman were in the Old 
Capitol on May 14, 1863, following the occupation of Jackson by Federal 
forces during the Vicksburg Campaign.

The Old Capitol was virtually abandoned from 1903 until 1916, 
when it was remodelled to house state offices. The architect for the 
renovations was Theodore C. Lio£, St. Louis, Missouri. It served as 
a state office building until*1959, when its restoration began. The 
architects for the 1959-61 restoration were Overstregrt, Ware, Ware, 
and Lewis, Jackson, Mississippi. The Old Capitol now houses the State 
Historical Museum.

The Old Capitol possesses architectural as well as historical 
significance. Talbot Hamlin, in his book Greek Revival Architecture 
in America, says of the Mississippi Capitol: "It was in one respect 
merely a smaller interpretation of the United States Capitol as 
completed by Bulfinch; yet in every way its plan was more direct and 
simple, its circulation more clear and logical.... The whole was 
richly detailed with care and imagination; a building. ... so 
expressive of much that was best in the creative thinking and sensitive 
aesthetic feeling of its time."

9. 3. Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant. (New York: The Century Company, 
1903), I, 423.

4. Report of the State Capitol Commission on the Repair and Restoration 
of~the Old State Capitol, Submitted to the Regular Session 
of the Legislature, 1918. (Jackson: Tucker Printing House, 
1918), passim. MDAH.  .--<?v~~,-\,<C\ "  -   '   ' "-1/

5 ' The Old Capitol, State Historical Museum, (/aekgjMir%DAH;
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CITY OR TOWN:

Jackson

Mississippi 23
COUNTY:
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[PHOTO CREDIT: Mississippi Department of Archives and History
DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

MEGATIVE FILED AT: \ 3 1
Mississippi Department of Archives and Hist<jrj^,\.  -

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

The Old Capitol, 100 North State Street, exterioV from >tKe nprth. i••-
I—- 1. w - r*.' ' ;'—_
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