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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main facade of the New Capitol faces the south, with
the south portico centering/ with Congress Street. The style of the
building is that of Beaux Arts Classicism and is designed on the
order of pavilions connected by wings. The pavilions are provided
with porticos and arcades. The exterior walls of the building are of
Bedford limestone, and the base course is of Georgia granite.

The New Capitol's main vestibule is constructed entirely of
Blue Vermont marble onih base of Black Belgian marble. The central
rotunda is of Italian marble with trimmings of black marble. Friezes
and columns of scagliola lead to an elaborately decorated dome,
supported at four points with marble niches designed as receptacles
for statuary, developing into massive free columns in the second story
to the frieze line of the dome. The legislative halls, located in
the two extreme points of the third story are built upon marble and
scagliola, both with dome-shaped ceilings of oxidized copper, stucco
and stained glass. The central dome is surmounted by a 15' x 8'
copper eagle, coated with gold leaf.

The only repairs of any consequence on the New Capitol
since its erection were accomplished in 1934735, when the interior

o

was generally repaired and redecorated. {
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Work on the New Capitol began in 1&9{1 and the building
was completed in 1903. Since that time, it Has been the seat of
the Mississippi State Government. Many of Mississippi's 20th
century Congressmen and prominent state political officials have
served in the New Capitol in one of the three branches of state
government.

The State House Commission, established in 1900 to super-
vise constructigon of the Capitol, secured the advisory services of
Barnard R. Gﬁzéﬁ, contractor and builder of Washington, D. C., who
had erected the Library of Congress building in Washington. The
architect selected by the State House Commission was Theodore C.
Lipk, St. Louis, Missouri. The design, selected from fourteen
entries submitted, is typical of its era and is based on that of
the National Capitol. When completed, it was considered an out-
standing example of pure renaissance classic architecture. Link,

a native of Heidelberg, Germany, also designed the Union Station,
as well as other buildings in St. Louis, Missouri.

One of the New Capitol's most distinguished visitors was
General Douglas C. Mag&%thur, who addressed a joint session of the
Mississippi Legislature on the steps of the building on March 22,
1952,
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requestindedminations for individual properties and dissictSee instructions in National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historiad@s Registration Form.If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." HRuonctions, architectural classification, materiadsid areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from the instructions.

1. Name of Property
Historic name: Mississippi State Capitol (Additmocumentation)
Other names/site number: New Capitol
Name of related multiple property listing
N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a ntiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number: Mississippi Street, between Perdi&treet and West Street
City or town: Jackson__ State: MS County: Hinds

Not For Publication Vicinity

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the NationaldtistPreservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X nomination __ request for determination of &ligfly meets
the documentation standards for registering praggeith the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professianateenents set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets __ doatsmeet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered signifiat the following
level(s) of significance:

X__national statewide local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A B X C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State Bederal agency/bureau
or Tribal Gevrnment




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Mississippi State Capitol
(Additional Documentation)
Name of Property

Hinds County
Mississippi

County and State

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private:

Public — Local

Public — State X

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check onlyone box.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object
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Name of Property County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in ¢bant)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
1 sites
structures
6 1 objects
7 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listethe National Register 1

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
GOVERNMENT/capitol

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
GOVERNMENT/capitol
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7. Description

Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19" and 28' CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival
LATE 19" and 28' CENTURY REVIVALS/ Beaux Arts

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: stogianite; limestone; steel; terra cotta; glass

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appeagand condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if apgihle.Begin witha summary paragraphthat
briefly describes the general characteristics eftoperty, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and sigaificfeatures. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Mississippi State Capitol is a large, monumiedlassical Revival public building, designed
by Theodore C. Link of St. Louis, which was begnri®01 and completed in 1903. Although it
is has been in use for well over a century, itilkaften referred to as the “New Capitol,” in
contrast to the Old Capitol, located several blakay, which was completed in 1840.

Narrative Description

Setting

The Capitol is located in the downtown businestidisof Jackson, Mississippi, at the center ahuayé, park-like
public square that occupies an area equivalerdundity blocks, bounded by Mississippi Streetlo@ $outh, High
Street on the north, President Street on the aadt\West Street on the west. This tract of landsones 670 feet in
length on its east and west sides and 715 fedsomith and south sides, and contains eleven.athésarea was
initially laid out as Squares 5 North, 6 North,Ndrth, and 15 North of the original 1822 plat ofkson. This four-
block tract was formerly the site of the old St&&nitentiary, which had been built from 1836 toA.84t the same
time as the Old Capitol), and had been designed/itiiam Nichols, the architect of the Old Capitaicathe

Section 7 page 4
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Governor’s Mansion. The Penitentiary, a walled caxpf brick buildings, was demolished in 1901 keac the
site for the construction of the new capitol. (Besmof extensive excavation and grading of theitsisevery
unlikely that there are any significant archaeatagjremains of the Penitentiary.) The streets dodks of the
original part of downtown Jackson are angled abatdegrees east of a true north-south alignment.

The Capitol grounds are immediately north of thethtrern boundary of the Smith Park Architecturaltbis (NR),
which extends for several blocks to the south. Withe district, facing the Capitol across MisgigsiStreet, is the
Heber Ladner Building (State Executive Building)igmally built in 1924 as the Mississippi Fire lmance
Company Building. Also across Mississippi StreettHer to the west, at 321 Mississippi StreethésMethodist
Building, formerly the offices of the Mississippidthodist Conference, built in 1957. To the weghefCapitol,
across West Street, is the E. T. Woolfolk Stated®fBuilding, which was completed in 1950. Acrossii the
Capitol grounds to the northwest, across High $tis¢he new Mississippi Supreme Court Buildingmpleted in
2006. (Part of its site was formerly occupied by @arroll Gartin Justice Building, which had beempleted in
1972.) To the northeast, at 550 High Street, istadter Sillers State Office Building, a twenty-stdnternational
Style building begun in 1970 and competed in 1@2the twentieth floor of the Sillers Building ate
administrative offices of the Governor and hisfstahich had been located in the Capitol until 19#6st of the
Capitol, facing it across President Street, istBeptist Church, the sanctuary of which was odafiincompleted in
1927.

The Capitol building occupies the exact centeto$ite, at what was specified to be the intersaati the
continuations of the center lines of Congress $ard College Street. The building is aligned wité street grid,
and it is therefore angled about ten degrees éastroe north alignment. The main fagade of thiédding faces
southward, toward Mississippi Street, and is cexntem Congress Street, which extends the soutimgi@es Street
originally continued north of the Capitol groundsthe same axis, but since the construction o€ttmeplex of
government buildings to the north of the Capitabas High Street in the early 1970s, Congress Staebeen
interrupted and resumes another block furtherémtirth.) The lateral axis of the Capitol buildisgligned with
the center of College Street to the east. (Coltgtgeet does not continue west of the Capitol greynd

Overall Composition and Exterior

Extending 402 feet on its east-west axis and 28bdr its north-south axis, the Mississippi Stadpif®l is a broad,
symmetrical building, four stories in height, waHofty central dome. It has a composite structsyatem,
consisting of a steel frame encased by brick walléch are faced on the exterior by stone.

Broadly speaking, the form of the building can lesdibed as a symmetrical five-part compositiomsegiing of a
square central block, surmounted by a dome, withlateral wings and two end blocks which contaitilio
legislative chambers. At first glance this seema@ourate description, but a more careful exanonadi the plan
[see diagram] shows that the building has a monepte&x and more elegant shape, which could perhaws m
accurately be described as a seven-part compasitiovhich the extreme ends of the compositiontheesemi-
circular colonnaded apses. These apses are uniguegeexisting state capitols, although the old \&isin state
capitol (no longer extant) apparently had similarigtyles at its ends. The placement and propodfdhese apses
pick up the line of the primary lateral wall plartbat extend between the center block and the gtingepavilions,
curving the wall line and carrying it around to titker side of the building. This has the effeceénlhancing the
visual unity of the building. The apses also adth®unity of the design by echoing the form anthitiag of the
colonnaded drum of the dome. This arrangement ghe#lississippi State Capitol a compositional yimhich is
rare among domed capitol buildings, for in the gesiof some capitols the placement a dome and dtoman
otherwise rectilinear building seems rather abeuat arbitrary, as if it is simply “stuck on” insteaf being an
integral element of the overall composition of thelding.

Section 7 page 5
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Diagram of the composition of the Mississippi Staapitol.

The Mississippi capitol contains four full storigdus a partial basement. In the original plans,lthsement was
identified as the “sub-basement.” The ground fiwas originally referred to as the “basement” buiasv called the
first floor. The main level of the building was ginally referred to as the first floor, but it isw called the second
story. The next level was originally labeled assheond floor, but is now called the third floandethe top level
was originally referred to as the attic, but is nmailed the fourth floor. (The present-day floormering system is
used in this document, for consistency.)

These various floor levels are articulated on tkter@r of the building. Where the basement ishlesion the
exterior (in a light well at the west end and ireéhsmall exterior stairwells), it has walls of ghyrock-faced
ashlar. The walls of the first story walls are dladusticated blocks with deep channel joints. $heond and third
story walls are finished in smooth blocks of codrashlar. At the top of the third story is a breaadtinuous
entablature, above which are the ashlar wallsefdlrth story. The exterior walls are clad in weatomed, light
gray Bedford limestone from Indiana. The base isrGia granite! The architectural character of the building is a
rigorously disciplined and erudite form of ClassiRavival, in the stylistic mode variously calldtet“Neo-
Classical Revival” or “Academic Roman Revivaldlthough the interior also contains features esgirg some
other stylistic influences.

At the center of the symmetrical seven-part contfmrsbf the building is the main block, which issounted by
the primary dome, raised upon a high drum thatamasncircling colonnade of Corinthian columns. Aéaggh of
the four corners of the central block is a decweasiculpted structure resembling a pedestal, topgedspherical
globe light. These elevated structures contribaittaé compositional unity of the building by seyias visual
anchors for the dome, providing an intermediaryueabetween the dome and the roof and relating dimee to the

! Proceedings Connected with Laying the Corner SairMississippi's New State House in the City ok3aa on June 3,

1903 p. 69; “The New Capitol,” in the State of Missjgs, Official and Statistical Regist€d904), p. 207; and “A Guide to
the Architecture of the Mississippi State Capit@013), p. 4.

2 Marcus Whiffen, in his widely-useimerican Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to théeS{Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press,
1969), pp. 166-171, uses the term “Neo-Classicalviee” Alan Gowans, irStyles and Types of North American
Architecture: Social Function and Cultural Expressi{New York: HarperCollins, 1993), p. 87, uses thert “Academic
Roman Revival Style.”
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four corners of the center blodlAt either side of the central block, the wall parstep back slightly, forming the
east and west wings and expressing the portioneobtilding which, on all four stories, containsveoof offices
along either side of broad central corridors. At ttuter ends of these office wings are secondagkblthat contain
the chambers for the two houses of the LegislatheeSenate in the east and the House of Représestan the
west. These blocks are expressed externally bygting pavilions, elaborated on the north and séaghdes by
recessed monumental Corinthian tetrastyle porticbesse secondary blocks are topped by low, shallmwes
which serve as skylights for the legislative charatielow. Extending beyond the pavilions, at thet ead west
ends of the building, are the semi-circular colatethapses.

The most prominent feature of the Capitol is thendpwhich is set upon a tall drum encircled by lamoade of 24
Corinthian columns, supporting a balustrade. Pigrtihe wall of the drum behind the columns is &seuf tall
rectangular windows which illuminate the Rotundéote The drum continues above the balustrade, evitewall
is pierced by smaller rectangular windows whichvie light to the space between the internal andraal domes.
The dome itself is ribbed, and is surmounted byrelrn. The lantern is itself capped by a small €lampon which
is positioned a large sculpted eagle, made of aoape covered in gold leaf.

At the center of the south facade of the buildangrojection in the form of a classical temple agteforward from
the square central block, culminating in a broachumental prostyle portico, two stories in heightnsounted by a
pediment with an elaborately sculpted tympanum e designed by Robert P. Bringhurst of St. Loliie
portico is supported by six fluted Corinthian cohsnThe portico is approached by a broad, longragfestone
steps which rises a full story in height. Withir thortico are three double-leaf doors which hageohically served
as the main ceremonial entrance to the buildirtgpagh this entrance is now used only on speciehsions.
(Nowadays the south entrance into the buildindisugh the doors that open directly into the fitstry from a
porte cocherdocated underneath the portico projection.)

On the north side of the building, a similar galmefed projection extends out from the central kjdmut it does
not have a monumental portico. Instead, it oper@tapper terrace, from which two matching curvedétrcases
descend to ground level. The north entrance tttiiding today, however, is a door at ground lebekween the
lower ends of the two staircases.

The monumental portico and its broad steps ardigtmctive features of the south fagade, and #i#gegroofed
projection, open terrace, and curved stairs areligtenctive features of the north fagade; otheewttse two facades
of the building are identically composed, so that building is essentially symmetrical on botmitsth-south and
its east-west axes.

The exterior of the building is unified by the exsive use of the Corinthian order throughout. Tikeslumns of
the main portico, the four columns on each of #eessed porticoes of the secondary blocks, ancbibenns of the
peristyle apses are all of the same size and agpaarand a continuous Corinthian entablature, avitiodillion
cornice, wraps the entire building.

Interior, First Floor

As previously noted, the present-day south entrémtiee building is through the doors that opeedtly into the
first story from goorte cocherdocated underneath the portico projection. Théslteto a lobby on the periphery of
the first-story level of the rotunda. This areaj®n to the main rotunda, on the story above, titr@ucircular
oculus in the ceiling. Extending northward fronstHbwer rotunda” is a corridor leading to the Ighibside the
north entrance. The north entrance lobby is notabéause its ceiling is made of copper, in ordevtwid damage
from any leaks that might occur from the open wri@cated directly above.

3 These pedestal-like structure are analogousetmttrelles(so called by Henry-Russell Hitchcock and Willigmale) at the
four corners of the central block at the base efdbme of the Rhode Island State House (1895-1893)icKim, Mead and
White. See illustrations in Henry-Russell Hitchcaaid William SealeTemples of Democracy: The State Capitols of the
U.S.A.(New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1976), pl;28usan W. Thrane and Tom Patter&tate HousesAmerica’'s
50 State Capitol Building&Erin, Ontario, Canada: Boston Mills Press, 20p5148; and Richard Guy WilsoklcKim, Mead
& White, Architect{New York: Rizzoli, 1983), p. 162.
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Because what is now considered the first storyavagnally regarded as a basement area, ratheraltanemonial
space, it's detailing and surface finishes are nuictpler than those of the upper stories. This hesstile floors,
and the wainscots of its walls are finished withzgid white “subway” tiles. (The actual tiles insthrea are not
original, but are reproductions, circa 1979-82thef original tile surfaces.)

Extending to the east and west from the “lowermdai’ are corridors lined with offices. At the erftiee eastern
corridor are two of the Capitol's most distincti@ed unusual rooms. Directly at the end of the dorris a broad
circular room with stout, unfluted lonic column®and its perimeter and one lone column in the cefitds room,
located directly below the former Supreme Courtr@ber, and two stories below the Senate Chamber, was
originally designated as the Historical Hall, orllHd History. It housed the Department of Archiversd History
from 1903 until 194%.(Gradually, as the Department’s collections inseeq exhibits expanded out of this room
into the “basement” corridors and the lower rotupda

Near the Hall of History, off a side corridor witls own door to the outside, is a small but rictdtailed room with
an apse in its north end. This room was origindéigigned to be a ladies’ reception room for thadédhDaughters
of the Confederacy (UDC). The wainscoting of itdlsvand the room’s two Corinthian columns are fi@d in
Rose Claire scagliola, and the floor is decoratid pink mosaic tile. Both this room and the HdlHistory are
now used as committee rooms for the House of Reptatives®

In the north corners of the periphery of the lowsunda are two elevators providing access to fpeustories.
The carriages and mechanical systems themselveshean replaced, but there were elevators in lbeatons
originally, installed by the Otis Elevator Compaiifie glass-sided elevator carriages allow ridesetothe white
glazed tiled walls and stained glass windows inatfiginal elevator shaftd.An iron staircase also leads from the
lower rotunda to the story above.

Interior, Second Floor

Emerging onto the second story from the elevatothestair, one enters the north side of the rRaitunda. This
vast central space is open to the dome high althewalls and floor of the Rotunda are finishedvhite Italian
marble trimmed with black Belgian marble. In itagibnal corners are huge pedestals that rise stéuit in height.
Set into the face of each pedestal is a white raabticule containing a statuary niche. Upon tliegials are pairs
of colossal Composite Order columns, finished imdP@zzo scagliola, that support the drum of thealdrhese
columns have steel cores that are integral pattseobuilding’s structural frame. Balconies ovelkdhe Rotunda
on all sides from the upper floofs.

The most surprising and distinctive aspect of {ygearance of the Rotunda is its illumination by é%posed
electric lightbulbs? While this might seem strange to a viewer todagnvalectric lighting is commonplace, it
should be remembered that when the Capitol was ltatpin 1903, electric lighting was a new andingtedge
technological development. Link’s utilization o780 electric lights throughout the building wasisual
celebration of this new technology. This is showithie minutes of the State House Commission, widchrded

4 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippiag& Capitol” (2013), p. 9.

5 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippgag Capitol” (2013), p. 9, and “The New Capitdfficial and Statistical
Register(1908), p. 211. The original plans of the buildipgepared in 1900, designated this space as tistofital Hall,”
even though the Mississippi Department of Archiaed History was not established as a state aganrtiyl902.

5 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippgag Capitol” (2013), p. 9, and “The New Capitdfficial and Statistical
Register(1908), p. 211.

7 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippia& Capitol” (2013), p. 7.

8 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippag Capitol” (2013), p. 7, and “The New CapitdDfficial and Statistical
Register(1908), p. 209. There is a color photograph ofRb&unda in Thrane and PattersBtate HousesAmerica’s 50 State
Capitol Buildings p. 138.

9 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipga& Capitol” (2013), p. 7. The use of exposedtgtetightbulbs in this
manner is perhaps not as unusual as might be segpGslor photographs in Thrane and PatterState HousesAmerica’s
50 State Capitol Buildingshow rows of exposed electric lightbulbs in tretestibrary of theRhode Island State House (p.
149), in the House Chamber and Governor's ReceRmom of the Minnesot&tate Capitol (pp. 158-159), and in the House
of Representatives Chamber of the Wisconsin Stapét@ (p. 208).
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that the public was invited to view the spectadléhe illuminated capitol when the electric lightsre first fully
tested on the evening of September 3, 1803.

Immediately south of the Rotunda, on what is nogvdbcond story, is the vestibule of the historiinneatrance to
the building, opening from the front portico. Thalls of this vestibule are finished in blue Vermamdrble above a
base of black Belgian marbté.

At the north of the Rotunda is the Grand Staircabés elaborate marble staircase ascends to tteeahd fourth
stories. The half-story landing between the se@mtithird stories is the location of one of the i@dp most
dramatic features — a three-panel set of brilliaotllored “opalescent” stained glass windows, magdthe studio of
Louis J. Millet of Chicago. The center panel shakesimage of a woman, symbolizing Mississippi, lirdda book
and a sword. In the right panel is the image ofarerican Indian, and in the left is the image @i@neer settle’d
story above this, the upper half-story landing da@aulted ceiling with elaborate plaster decoratj@mnd the
balustrade is embellished with marble lions’ hedds.

Extending eastward and westward from the Rotunedwmrad corridors lined with offices. The corridorsthis
floor are finished in white Italian marble with blaBelgian marble trim-* The corridors are lined with Doric
pilasters, and the beams that span the ceilin§rasbed as fully-detailed Doric entablatures. t¢ end of the
eastern corridor is the entrance to the former &aprCourt Chamber. (The Supreme Court relocatdwetGartin
Justice Building in 1972, and more recently torieer Supreme Court Building.) This room featuresmiscircular
rear wall which is positioned within the apse & #ast end of the building. The walls of this roam finished in
Pavanazzo scagliola with wainscoting of Georgiadéekntique marblé* The peripheral columns and other
detailing of this room are in the Greek Doric orderished in scagliola. This room is now used &eaate
committee room. (A photograph of the Supreme CGhamber was included with the original National Reg
nomination in 1969.)

At the end of the western corridor of the secondysis the suite of rooms formerly occupied by 8tate Law
Library. (The library relocated to the Gartin JostBuilding in 1972, and more recently to the naypr8me Court
Building.) Just inside its entrance is a lobby whionnects to offices to the north and the formemding Room to
the south. These rooms were restored in 1979-&2naw serve as committee meeting rooms for the élofis
Representatives. Between these two rooms, sepdratedhe lobby by a partition with stained glassels, is the
area that formerly contained the library stackdsHinea now contains offices and small meeting om

Interior, Third Floor

The third story of the Capitol (originally the secbfloor) is the location of the Legislative chamtband the
Governor’s Office suite. An ascent of the GrandrStese, past the stained glass window on itslfrsding, leads to
the second level of the main Rotunda, where th&a@eopen space is surrounded by iron balconies@viing the
floor of the Rotunda below. Opposite the GrandrStee, on the south side of the Rotunda, is theefdov's Office
suite. These rooms occupy the area directly oveptlginal main lobby. These rooms are now useal @aremonial
office for the Governor, whose working offices awv located in the Walter Sillers Building nearlgyithin this
area is the ceremonial Governor’s Office itselfjakhwas historically referred to as the Governét&ception
Room. This elaborate chamber has a particularky fin@saic floor laid in the style of Ancient RoméweTdado along
the lower walls is finished in Numidian marble. Tia® elaborate French Renaissance style manteks ovaginally
made of the same marble, but the original mantaeistdeen removed at some time prior to the 1970sy Were
replicated during the restoration of 1979-82, lyiacement in marble was cost-prohibitive, so thege

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes pp. 582, 594 (Official Records Series 637, indbections of the Mississippi

Department of Archives and History).

11 “The New Capitol,"Official and Statistical Registéi908), p. 209.

12 «A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipa& Capitol” (2013), p. 11. There is a color plyvéph of the stained glass
windows in Thrane and Patters@tate HousesAmerica’s 50 State Capitol Buildings. 140.

13 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipgag Capitol” (2013), p. 10.

14 «A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipgag Capitol” (2013), p. 10.
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reproduced in wood and painted to simulate the Mianimarble” The most impressive feature of the room,
however, it its vaulted ceiling with ornate plastesldings. In 1930, some alterations to the Gowvesroffice were
made under the direction of architect Vinson B.t&mir. At that time, elaborate panels were instadit each end
of the vault, adorned with heraldic griffins exesaiin plastef®

To the east and west of the Rotunda are broaddoosriined with offices. The corridors on this ftare finished in
Rose Claire scagliola framed in Champagne scagldth wainscoting of Georgia Verde Antique maratel bases
and door surrounds of Belgian black marble. Theidors are lined with fluted lonic pilasters of \der Antique
marble'” The ceilings of the third story corridors contglass blocks which are set into the floor of trersabove,
transmitting light from the skylights that illumiteathe fourth story corridors. At the end of theteen third-story
corridor is the entrance to the Senate Chamberehtrance opens into a lobby with walls of whitdi#tn marble
trimmed with Tennessee marble. At the north andrsends of this lobby are doors entering into thadbe
Chamber itself.

The Senate Chamber is one of the Capitol’'s mosttenrooms. It is two-stories in height with an dpbieast end.
Along its walls are monumental Corinthian columfisiolet Breccia scagliola. Over the room is a loralmme
containing a skylight consisting of twelve stairgddss panels in a sinuous Art Nouveau pattern.Wdlks are
finished in panels of Pavanazzo scagliola frame&tyaum scagliola, with Egyptian scagliola waotst.
Overlooking the room on three sides are visitosdlegies'®

At the end of the western corridor of the thirdrgtis the entrance to the House of Representa@Vesnber. The
corridor is shorter in this wing because of thgdarsize of the House Chamber. Immediately withanéntrance is
a lobby with walls of Tennessee Pink marble trimméth Knoxville marble. At the north and south ermdghis
lobby are doors entering into the House ChambeifitEhis huge room is two-stories in height withapsidal west
end. Spanning the room is a broad dome containslyligght made of eight stained glass panels iimacgis Art
Nouveau pattern, somewhat resembling the domeeiBémate chamber, but with a different design.Kértlhe
Senate Chamber, this room does not have columng @& side walls. Instead, the walls of the chantueve
inward at the gallery level to become part of tbend itself, with the visitors’ galleries and thestarn apse
opening from it through broad round arches. Thdsagfithe chamber are finished in Sienna scagiisth
wainscoting of Belgian black marbt2.

Interior, Fourth Floor

The fourth story is arranged similarly to the thitdry, with wide corridors, lined with offices, texding to the east
and west of the RotunddAt the ends of the corridors are the entrancékdwisitors’ galleries overlooking the
Senate and House chambers. The fourth story cosrate illuminated by skylights. The light from seeskylights
is transmitted to the corridors of the third stdsglow, through glass blocks set into the fourtimsfloor

Among the notable features of the Capitol are theyrfine examples of stained glass and other tgpdscorative
architectural glass, showing several differentistigl influences, including Art Nouveau and PraBigyle. The art
glass throughout the building was designed by theis of Louis J. Millet of Chicag®’

Another notable aspect of the design is the extensse of scagliola, or “art marble,” which wasdigestead of
marble in many places throughout the Capitol, pakdrly for the finishes of columns and upper veaitfaces. The

Kenneth H. P’Pool, email communication with Lawsdéewman, October 29, 2013.

16 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipgag Capitol” (2013), pp. 11-12.

17 «A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipgag Capitol” (2013), p. 11.

18 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississipa& Capitol” (2013), pp. 13-14.

19 “A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippa& Capitol” (2013), pp. 15-16.

20 The fourth story was originally called the aftwor, but the term was used in its classical setwseefer to the top story of a
classical building, above the line or the cornam@g not in the modern sense denoting a storage spelced under the roof.

2L «A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippag Capitol” (2013), p. 12.

2 proceedings Connected with Laying the Corner Stpn@4.
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scagliola work in the Mississippi Capitol is bekelto be among the finest and most extensive ithied States.
The scagliola was installed by the Art Marble Compaf Chicagd®®

Historical integrity of the Mississippi State Capibl

The Mississippi State Capitol possesses an execggiyohigh degree of historical integrity in allspects: location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feelimgl association. The exterior of the building arel itiajor
architecturally significant spaces of the inteidoe original and unchanged in their design, mdtgréand
workmanship.

The building has undergone very few changes sisaenstruction. Its few changes have mostly bébere
upgrades to its utilities or alterations within soof the office areas. Among the few other changse a
remodeling of the Governor’s Office in 1930, whattided plasterwork features that are now regardsiyagicant
in their own right, and an extensive program ofag in 1934, under the auspices of the Civil Wéork
Administration (CWA), which is also regarded asrgesignificant in its own right.

The Capitol underwent a complete restoration andvation from 1979 to 1982 under the overall dimtof
Jackson architects Lewis-Eaton. During this wolko®the architecturally significant interior specwere restored
to their historical appearance, retaining the nottlay 1930 and 1934 design elements. The inteabtise less
important office areas, however, were redesigneéddease usable office space. Also at this tineebthilding’s
utilities were completely replaced, and air-cormithg was installed.

Precedents for the design and its major features

It can be readily observed that the overall contosf the Mississippi State Capitol resemblesdterall
composition of the United States Capitol, but beyarcertain similarity of function and general argation, the
buildings are quite different.

The dome, while somewhat suggestive of the dontkeot).S. Capitol, is distinctly different from it design,
having nooeil-de-boeufvindows in the dome proper, nor the “secondarig’attith its “chaplet of consoles” (to use
the wording of Henry Hope Reetf),though the drums of both domes have encirclingrian colonnades
(peristyles). The peristyle of the U.S. Capitol B&scolumns?® the Mississippi capitol has 24. The U.S. Capitol’s
dome is proportionally much taller than the wallshe building itself° The dome of the Mississippi capitol is
actually much closer in design to that of St. Pa@athedral in London, designed by Sir Christopilezn, which
was begun in 1675 and completed in 1710he Mississippi dome has similar proportions aasl the same
configuration as St. Paul’'s: the drum is encirddgda Corinthian peristyle surmounted by a balugtrathove which
is a single-tiered attic, the wall of which is gied by square windows, and the surface of theabtife dome has
no oeils-de-boeufThe lantern, however, differs in design from bitté U.S. Capitol and St. Paul’s.

The origin of the specific design of the dome as thuilding is a matter of longstanding controveilsynk’s

original competition design had a lower dome obmpletely different design, but his approved camgton
drawings, finished several months later, show tiesgnt dome. Several important changes to thenatlgi
proposed design were made in order to accommokiateetommendations of Bernard R. Green, who advised
Mississippi State House Commission in their sebectif an architect based on their proposed desigreen had
recommended that Link’s design be selected and.th&tbe hired as the architect, and he had made
recommendations for improvements to Link’s propplsat Green’s recommendations did not specificaityude
the addition of a larger central dome. The inclngifa larger dome might perhaps have been Linkis wlea, or it
might have been suggested by one or more membéhne &tate House Commission. The controversialciggehe

Proceedings Connected with Laying the Corner Stpn&4.

24 Henry Hope Reedhe United States Capitol: Its Architecture and &ration (New York, W.W. Norton, 2005), p. 47.

% Reed;The United States Capitol: Its Architecture and &wtion, p. 45.

% Reed;The United States Capitol: Its Architecture and @wtion, p. 45.

Bannister FletcheA History of Architectureeighteenth edition, revised by J. C. Palmes (Nevk: Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1975), pp. 1014, 1016-1019; Tricia Simmon8t,Paul’s Cathedra{Bath, England: Unichrome, 1992), p. 47.
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matter, however, is the design of the dome itgelfhitect George R. Mann claimed that he had predithe design
of the dome to Link. In a letter dating from 198¥ann wrote:

This Mississippi Capitol dome has a curious histbryas one of the competitors for the
Mississippi Capitol but the Board selected the plahTheodore Link of St. Louis...Shortly after
the competition was decided | received a lettemfidr. Link, who was a warm personal friend,
stating the Capitol Commission of Mississippi, @exting his plan, had made it a condition that
he eliminate the campanile and place a dome likette | had on my design on the building.
Courteously, he asked me if | had any objectiortsigaising this design. Of course | told him |
would be glad to have him use it and sent him #sdgh of the dome | had on my drawings, and
that was the way it was buff.

Mann had prepared the original plans for the Arkarsapitol, and had submitted a proposed prelipidasign for
the Mississippi capitol competition, which was setected. No drawing of Mann’s proposed desigrMississippi
has survived to provide any documentation for @ted. That proposed design, however was apparédmiglan
that Green addressed as no. 8 in his report, sdyimgornamental detail of the exterior lacks thersgth required
for a monumental building. The domes are weak himih appearance® It seems implausible that Link would
have asked Mann for permission to use a desigthéodome that Green had considered “weak and thin i
appearance,” or that the Commission would have medosuch a requeStHowever, because Mann’s proposed
design has been lost, there is insufficient spedificumentation to settle the issue definitivelly.gn ironic twist,
the dome of thérkansasState Capitol, added to that building under thieddion of Cass Gilbert, who replaced
Mann as the project architect, has a peristyle danthwas supposedly based on the design of the dbthe
MississippiCapitol, instead of Mann’s original design, whighs based on the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome3)

The Corinthian portico of the Mississippi Capitdtiwits sculptural tympanum is clearly a paraphrafsthe main
portico of the U.S. Capitol, though it has six eohs, where the projecting center portion of the. (&&pitol portico
has eight columns. The compositional motif of placihe main ceremonial entrance of the buildindniwit
monumental pedimented portico at the top of a lseent of steps is less common among state capitdings
than might be supposed. First used at the Virgiagtol, the motif appeared on several Greek Régiapitols
during the antebellum period, but was rarely usaihd the late Victorian period, appearing onlytbe Kansas and
lllinois. Mississippi is the earliest of the Ameait Renaissance capitols to exhibit this motif, Wwhi@s later used
on the capitols of Idaho (1905-20), Utah (1912-Mixsouri (1913-17), Oklahoma (1914-17), Washingtb®22-
28), and West Virginia (1924-32). South Dakota kahtana have smaller porticoes without pedimefitkansas
has a recessed portico with an unsculpted pediraeintently based on the portico of the Palace néFArt at the
World’s Columbian Exposition. Much more typical wage placement of the main entrance within a loggia
belowa monumental portico. Capitols with this otherante arrangement include those of Massachusetisiel
North Carolina, Tennessee, California, lowa, IndiagBeorgia, Pennsylvania, Colorado, Kentucky, anmst@hsin.
Rhode Island, Minnesota, and Wyoming have variatmmthat theme.

2 George R. Mann, in a letter to his children, d&@eptember 30, 1937, quoted in Blake Wintory, ‘@eTof Two Domes:
Mississippi and ArkansagPart ), in the blogPreservation in MississippAugust 22, 2011,
http://misspreservation.com/2011/08/22/architedttwans-mississippi-and-arkansas-state-capitol-de@me

2 Mississippi, State House Commissibdinutes p. 24 (Official Records Series 637, in the cdltets of the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History); and ThomasdRdpseud.], “A Rosetta Stone and Truth aboutDioene?”
Preservation in MississippSeptember 6, 201hitp://misspreservation.com/2011/09/06/a-rosettaestand-truth-about-the-
dome/

%0 Thomas Rosell [pseud.], “A Rosetta Stone andhraliout the DomePreservation in MississippSeptember 6, 2011. The
controversy surrounding the origin of the desigthef dome is the subject of a series of articlehénblogPreservation in
Mississippi Blake Wintory, “A Tale of Two Domes: Mississipand Arkansas(Part ), August 22, 2011; Blake Wintory, “A
Tale of Two Domes, Part Il,” August 23, 2011; Blakintory, “A Tale of Two Domes, Part lll,” Augus#22011; Blake
Wintory, “A Tale of Two Domes, Finale,” August 28011; and Thomas Rosell [pseud.], “A Rosetta StonteTruth about
the Dome?” September 6, 2011.

31 Blake Wintory, “A Tale of Two Domes, Finale,” Aust 25, 2011.
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The restrained Neoclassicism of the design of tiesigsippi Capitol and the combination of the colated dome
and the monumental portico suggest another possitilence on the design. Considering that Theodark
resided for a time in Paris, where he was a stuafestchitecture and engineering, it seems postilaleone
inspiration for the design might have been the & in Paris (1757-64), which has both a dome avith
Corinthian peristyle drum similar in design to Baul's and a pedimented monumental Corinthian gmriVhen
the Panthéon is viewed from the front, the viseldtionship between the dome and the portico idasiro the
relationship of those features on the Mississipmpi®| >

There are few well-known buildings that might haesved as a precedent for the colonnaded apsesld k&ate
capitol of Wisconsin (no longer extant) had simdgises, but they were awkwardly proportioned adchdi relate
well to the architectural character of the resthef building. Perhaps the best known building \aitheristyle apse
is the Merchants’ Exchange Building in Philadelpii832-34, William Strickland, architect) (Natiortdistoric
Landmark, 2001). Another possible inspiration foF peristyle apses may have been the design ofdaitte
colonnaded drums, like as the Mississippi Capitdtge, for if a colonnaded drum were to be sliceldalf, and
one half placed at each end of a building, thelt@sauld be similar to the peristyle apses of thisdissippi Capitol.
(Link, however, did not derive the design of theegpfrom the design of his own dome for the Capitola
drawing of his original competition design showattthe apses were included in the original desidmch did not
include a peristyle drum supporting its center dgrAaother possible source for the idea of colomubdpses if
derived from the shape of circular structures \githistyles might have been buildings of the ‘Terttpietype —
freestanding circular buildings with encircling eohades, such as the ancient Roman Temple of \reRtame and
the Temple of Vesta at Tivolf, and the Renaissance Tempietto (1502-10) in Rnmeerestingly, there were two
Neoclassical Tempietto-like buildings with monun@mgeristyle colonnades in the Corinthian ordghatWorld’s
Columbian Exposition in 1893, at least one of whiclused, surprisingly, a chocolate shgp.

It is clear, then, that while the Mississippi St@@pitol incorporates elements that may have hespired by or
borrowed from the designs of some other builditigs,design itself is distinctive and singular.

Other contributing features on the Capitol Grounds.

Besides the Mississippi State Capitol itself, theme several other notable features associatedtwititluding the
Capitol grounds and several commemorative objeadst of which have historical significance as well.

A. The Capitol Grounds.

The eleven-acre park-like setting of the Capitdlding is considered a contributing historic langge. Although its
exact historic appearance has not been clearlyndewted, the site has continuously been a tree-ghaett
landscape with winding drives and paved walks sgomn after the completion of the Capitol buildiagd is a very
important part of its physical and visual preseincgowntown Jackson.

B. The Prow Ornament of the Second U.S.S. Misgissip

32 The Panthéon in Paris is pictured in James Ste@enl, Classical Architecture: An Introduction to Its Vdxdary and
Essentials, with a Select Glossary of TefhMew York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2001), p. 122; Bastdr FletcherA History of
Architecture eighteenth edition, revised by J. C. Palmes (Nevk: Charles Scribner'Sons, 1975), pp. 913-914; Frédérique
Lemerle and Yves PauweBaroque Architecture, 1600-17%Paris: Flammarion, 2008), p. 224; and Heinfried
WischermannParis: An Architectural Guid€Venice: Arsenale Editrice, 1997, reprinted 20@5)30.

33 Bannister FletcheA History of Architectureeighteenth edition, revised by J. C. Palmes (Nevk: Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1975), pp. 283-284.

34 Curl, Classical Architecturepp. 86-89; Bannister Fletchek,History of Architecturgeighteenth edition, , pp. 821, 823.

% Norman Bolotin and Christine Lain§he World’s Columbian Exposition: The Chicago Warlgair of 1893(Urbana and
Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 2002), p. &2d 58. They were located immediately adjacefht® Peristyle, a
monumental colonnaded entrance pavilion.
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Located on the Capitol grounds, at the eastern efltfee parking area immediately north of the badd is a
monument consisting of the prow ornament of anyearéntieth century battleship, the second U.$Ssissippj
mounted on a concrete base.

The U.S.SMississippi(BB-23) was launched in 1905 and formally comnuieed in 1908. At the time of its
commissioning it was adorned with an elaborate pjmvbow) ornament (also referred to as figureheatjhe end
of the nineteenth century and into the earliestyeathe twentieth century, most of the largerseds of the U.S.
Navy had ornaments of this type, which could beaesd when a ship was prepared for combat. It appea
however, that in 1909 an order was issued by tloec®ey of the Navy requiring that these ornaméetsemoved
from all Navy ships.

The Mississippimade a visit to Pascagoula, on the Mississippf Gaast, in 1909, at which time the Governor
Edmund P. Noel, on behalf of the state, presentadgnificent silver service to the ship. Evidertlylearned about
that time that the bow ornament had been removedas soon to be removed, for in August of that yea
requested that the figurehead be lent to the &idie placed on display at the Capitol. The ornamexs sent to
Mississippi by rail from the Philadelphia Navy YardDecember of 1909. About six months after itévat, it was
mounted on a temporary stand and placed on digplthe Capitol. Several years later, in 1914, thp évhich had
been rendered essentially obsolete, soon afteoitstruction, by British naval developments) wasotemissioned
and sold to Greece. About that time, the prow omranwvas permanently mounted on a concrete basplaceld on
display on the Capitol grounds, where it remaimyc®

C. The Monument to the Women of the Confederacy.

Located in the center of the paved walkway direitlfront of the Capitol, on the south side of greunds, the
Monument to the Women of the Confederacy is anaglegronze sculpture portraying a woman attending a
wounded soldier while a second woman places a twigaan her head. The sculpture is raised upon baaé made
of Italian marble, with inscriptions on each offitir sides, honoring the mothers, wives, sistang, daughters of
the men who fought for the Confederacy. The cotnaesfor the monument was laid in 1912, and th@heo
sculpture, designed by noted sculptor Belle Kinaegt cast by Tiffany Studios, was made and instatied®173’

It is one of the finest sculptural monuments in $iBsippi, and it is perhaps the largest and mastogate bronze
sculptural work in the state outside of the VickgpbNational Military Park.

D. Flagstaffs.

Two flagstaffs, located on either side of the frapproach to the Capitol, were purchased and etéctE922 under
the auspices of the State Bond Improvement Comanis3ihe 80-foot poles were manufactured by the Roleibe
Works, Inc., of Newark, New Jers&y.The particular significance of these flagpolethat they were purchased
under the direction of Theodore C. Link, while haswhe supervising architect for the State Bond dwvgment
Commission. They are the only visible featuresteeldo Link’s second period of association with @egpitol.

The flags of the United States and the State oigksppi are flown from these two flagstaffs yeawnd. (There are
also flagpoles on the domes over the House and&ehambers on the Capitol building, but flagsarly flown
atop the Capitol when the Legislature is in sesyion

E. German field howitzers from World War 1.

%8 Documentation, including a xerographic copy ofaicle, “Monument to an Old BattleshifShips and the Sea Quarterly
(Winter 1958), p. 47, filed in the Subject File “ddissippi, U.S.S. (9 (1905),” Mississippi Department of Archives and
History. The second U.S.®lississippj after having been sold to Greece in 1914, waamex theKilkis. She was sunk in an
attack by German aircraft during the German invasibGreece in World War Il. A new U.S.Blississippi(BB-41), the third
ship to bear that name, was commissioned in 19@%aw service in the Second World War.

87 Subiject file, “Monument to the Women of the Cateiacy,” Mississippi Department of Archives andtbiig; and Elise L.
Smith, “Belle Kinney and the Confederate Women’'sriMiment,”Southern Quarterly32:4 (Summer 1944), pp. 6-31

38 Records of the State Bond Improvement Commis&idh Capitol file, Series 666.
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Located near the flagstaffs in front of the Capitoilding are two German field guns from World WaBoth are
examples of the 150-millimeter heavy field howitzmodel 13 (15cnschwere FeldhaubitzE3). They represent
two variations of the design, one having a longardd than the other. The two field guns are wapliies from the
First World War that were allocated to the Statdafsissippi by the federal government in 1924 ey tvere
placed on the grounds of the Capitol in 1825.

F. Liberty Bell replica.

In 1950, as part of a national Savings Bond drdash state and territory of the Union was presewttda full-
size, functional replica of the Liberty Bell, conssioned by the U.S. Treasury Department but paitdygrivate
contributions. The bells were cast at the Paccatthéiry in Annecy-le-Vieux, France. Mississippi'derty Bell
was presented to the state on July 4, 185 is displayed at the front of the main entram@dk on the south side
of the Capitol Grounds. Identical replicas of thbdrty Bell, presented to other states and teregoat this same
time, have been placed on public display at or nearerous other state capitols, including the cépiaf Alaska,
Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, lowa, Oregom South Dakota. Although it is more than 50 yedds o
because this commemorative object postdates tharibiarchitectural features of the Capitol, and ha specific
historical connection with the building, it is cathsred to be a non-contributirigature within the context of this
documentation.

Altogether, the Mississippi State Capitol and #sariated site and monuments comprise an ensepniéstng of
one previously-listed building, one contributingesisix contributing objects (two monuments, twag#taffs, and
two field guns), and one non-contributing object.

% Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of the &w@it Mississippi for the Years 1924-19pp. 57-58 and p. 68. The report
specifically mentions two 150-mm howitzers that ever be placed on the grounds of the New Capitol.

40 «State Accepts Liberty Bell in Formal Ceremongeckson Daily Newglackson, Mississippi), July 5, 1950. A xerographi
copy of that article is filed, along with otheranfnation, in the Subject file, “Liberty Bell,” Migssippi Department of
Archives and History.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria tifyeng the property for National Register

listing.)
A.
B.
X C.
D.

Property is associated with events that have maignéicant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persogsicant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristfcs type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a masteppssesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishabléyewhose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, infaatiron important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A.

w

o o0

m

Owned by a religious institution or used for redigs purposes
Removed from its original location

A birthplace or grave

A cemetery

A reconstructed building, object, or structure

A commemorative property

. Less than 50 years old or achieving significandhiwithe past 50 years
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Name of Property

Hinds County
Mississippi

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1900-1935

Significant Dates
1900
1901
1903

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Architect: Link, Theodore
Builder: Wells, W. A. & W. E. (Wells Brothers Corapy)

Glasswork: Millet, Louis J.
Sculptor: Bringhurst, Robert P.
Sculptor: Kinney, Belle
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Statement of Significance Summary ParagrapliProvide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justdtion for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

Background for this Additional Documentation

The Mississippi State Capitol was listed on theidvat! Register of Historic Places on November ZB9 At that
time, the submission standards were much lessaigathan they are now, so the documentation wase fief.
The building was recognized at that time for state significance in the areas of Architecturentlscape
Architecture, and Politics.

This document is intended to provide much moreresit® information, at current documentation stadsar
showing that the building is nationally significamtder Criterion C in the area of Architecture.

Summary

The Mississippi State Capitol is nationally sigcefint as the first complete expression of acaden@issiCism in a
state capitol building outside of the Northeastividly represents the overwhelming extent to whécademic
Classicism was embraced by the American publicgamv@rnmental leaders as the national style foccivi
architecture from the 1890s through the 1910s. &kieptionally fine public building combining the&ux Arts
and Neoclassical Revival styles was built from 1891903 in what was then a very small and proaineduthern
city, as the capitol building for a southern sttitt recovering from the physical and economicakation of the
Civil War and the tremendous social upheaval broaglut by the War and Reconstruction. Moreovethe
work of a single architect, built in a single canstion campaign spanning only three years, anthiavad only
minor alterations since its completion, the MisgigsState Capitol exhibits a unity of design, @efity to the
original plans, and a degree of architectural intggince its completion that are very rare ametaje capitol
buildings of the American Renaissance era.

The period of significance extends from 1901, wbenstruction began, to 1935, when notable intgr&inting
done under the auspices of the Civil Works Admiaisbn (CWA) was completed. This span of years engasses
the construction of the building (1901-03), the @lepment of the grounds, the placement of two retab
monuments on the grounds (1914 and 1917), work dader the State Bond Improvement Commission (128)0-
renovation of the Governor’s office (1930), and plaénting done under the CWA (1934-35).

In addition to its significance as a landmark ia fipread of academic Classicism as a national, sindeMississippi
Capitol is notable as arguably the finest and mefsted work of the architect Theodore C. Link.idtigh he is
best known and most widely cited in architectuiiatdries as one of the architects of Union Statin8t. Louis
(1891-94) (National Historic Landmark, 1970), Linias a very talented and very versatile architecisgbeuvre
embraces a wide range of building types and arcthitel styles in numerous locations from the Pelvasya and
Virginia to the Midwest to the Deep South. His aiettural work and its importance are addressest Iatthis
document.

The Mississippi State Capitol is also notable ferixceptionally large, fine, and diverse arragmhitectural glass,
executed by the firm of noted Chicago artisan agslgher Louis J. Millet, who collaborated with Lew8ullivan in
several of his most noted buildings. Millet's waskalso addressed later in this document.
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Narrative Statement of SignificancgProvide at leastne paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Architectural Context: Beaux Arts Classicism, the Moclassical Revival, and the American Renaissance

The thirty-five years from the end of the Civil Wiar1865 until the end of the nineteenth centuryeaseperiod of
great architectural change and experimentatioharlinited States. The architecture of those yediected a wide
diversity of styles, and it was not uncommon to feagures from several different styles combinedhensame
building. Many of the major public buildings eredtduring this period, including several state aapijtwere built
in non-classical styles. The Connecticut statétchplesigned by Richard M. Upjohn and built frd®72 to 1879,
was an elaborate display of High Victorian GotHitouisiana’s Gothic Revival state capitol, compteie 1849,
had burned during the Civil War, but it was rebuiithin its ruined walls in 1880-82 under the difen of William
A. Freret in an even more imaginative expressiothefGothic styld” The New York state capitol, begun by
Thomas W. Fuller in 1868 but largely built in th@8Ds under the under the direction of Leopold Eidind H.H.
Richardson, has a distinctly French Renaissan&hateauesque character on the exterior, whilentieeior has
Gothic and Romanesque stylifty.

Although the popularity of classically-inspired hitecture waned during this period, it never cortgiiefell out of
fashion, particularly for major public buildingsytthe classically-inspired public buildings thatne built from the
1870s through the early 1890s largely exhibitedgproach to classical design that was heavily énfbed by the
High Victorian Italianate, French Second Empired &nench Renaissance styles. Henry-Russell Hitd¢hand
William Seale, inTemples of Democracy: The State Capitols of theAJ.&fer to the state capitols of the period
from 1866 to 1890 as “Gilded Age” capitdfsAlan Gowans, irStyles and Types of North American Architecture
characterizes these buildings as examples of “Riste Classicisni” These capitol buildings tended to have
highly articulated exteriors with a distinct vegtiemphasis, and their features, particularly wimsland columns,
were often vertically elongated. Those characiesstre expressed in the capitols of Kansas (188@)] Illinois
(1868-88), lowa (1871-86), Michigan (1872-78), bt (1878-88), Texas (1882-88) (NHL, 1986), Colorad
(1886-1908), and Wyoming (1887-88 and 1889-90,rgrth1915-1917) (NHL, 1987

It was during this late Victorian period that thestom of placing large, prominent central domestate capital
buildings became well established. This architedtomotif had been used in the design of numerate stapitols
before the Civil War, including the (Old) CapitdiMississippi (1836-40), but these buildings tentetiave
relatively low domes, set upon short drums, apgbréollowing the example of the United States Qabas it had
been completed by Charles Bullfinch in about 182@There were some exceptions to this general patseveral
antebellum capitols, most notably the Vermont @it rebuilt in 1857-59% had domes set upon higher drums,
but lower domes were more typical during that pejidt was the completion of the new dome of th8.LCapitol

41 Henry-Russell Hitchcock and William Sealemples of Democracy: The State Capitols of theAU(Sew York: Harcourt

Brace Jovanovich, 1976), pp. 162-166.

Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracpp. 194-196.

43 Susan W. Thrane and Tom Pattersstate HousesAmerica’s 50 State Capitol Building&rin, Ontario, Canada: Boston
Mills Press, 2005), pp. 120-125, and Hitchcock 8edle,Temples of Democracp. 165.

4 Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracpp. 166-167, 187, 198-200.

4 Alan GowansStyles and Types of North American Architectureig@d-unction and Cultural ExpressiaiNew York:

HarperCollins, 1993), p. 87. Gowans pictures thiofadlo State Capitol as an example of Picturesdass€ism, and

contrasts it with the Missouri State Capitol asaample of the later academic Classicism, whichefars to in this instance

as “the majestic, learned early-twentieth-centucademic Roman Revival Style.”

The design and construction of these capitdtitishcock and Seal&.emples of Democracpp. 126-129.

47 The U.S. Capitol, as it as it appeared in 18&pjétured in Hitchcock and Sealeemples of Democragcp. 121. Hitchcock

and Seale, however, assert, on p. 123, that “Ne bt seen fit to copy the Capitol.”

Thrane and PattersdBtate House9p. 54-55; Hitchcock and Sealemples of Democracpp. 126-129.

42

46

48
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(completed on the exterior in 1863 and completsilimin 1866§° that established the precedent, and to a great
extent the model, for the large, monumental dorppihg the great majority of the state capitols there built

from the late 1860s through the 1920s. The new dufitiee U.S. Capitol, designed by Thomas U. Waltexrs built
of cast iron, and was inspired, in part, by the dahSt. Paul's Cathedral in London and the domth@fPanthéon
in Paris> Apparently inspired by the U.S. Capitol dome, amme was added to the New Hampshire capitol in
1863-66>" and a dome much more like that of the U.S. Capitid designed about 1866 for the (old) Wisconsin
capitol (no longer extantf. The California capitol (completed in 18784lso had a similar dome. The presence of
large, monumental domes gives many of the statiéotapuilt between the 1860s and the 1920s aicestanilarity
of form** but the architectural character of the individoaildings varies greatly.

By the 1890s, under the leadership of architects dd been educated at the Ecole des Beaux ARarig,
American architects had begun to embrace a newoapprto the design of public buildings that was emigorous
and disciplined in its composition and more erudite deliberate in its interpretation and applaratf the
vocabulary of classical design. A similar movemeast also occurring in the fine arts. Broadly, théseelopments
are referred to as the “American Renaissancd:his new “academic” approach to classically-insgiarchitecture
was expressed in several different stylistic modtgrcus Whiffen, inAmerican Architecture Since 1780: A Guide
to the Stylescategorized these modes of Classicism as fowifgpstyles: “Beaux Arts Classicism,” the “Neo-
Classical Revival,” the “Second Renaissance Reyiaald the “Georgian Revival®® Beaux Arts Classicism tended
to look toward the architecture of the Baroqueaerd particularly the French architecture of thees¢eenth and
early eighteenth centuries. The Neo-Classical Reg\ir Neoclassical Revival) was more inspired sy Erench
Neoclassical architecture of the late eighteenthearly nineteenth centuries, and often employeicahGreek
orders instead of ancient Roman or Renaissanceoitiege Second Renaissance Revival, as termed lifjeiyh
looked more toward the Italian Renaissance fangpiration and vocabulary. The Georgian Revivahdr
inspiration from the architecture of the late St@and early Georgian eras in England and from tbkitcture of
the late Colonial and early Federal periods in N@unerica. Distinctions between these four stydistiodes are
sometimes rather arbitrary. They employed a simitexabulary and drew from similar Classical trawis. It is not
unusual to see characteristics of two or more @$étstylistic modes in the same building. Thisaidipularly true of
Beaux Arts Classicism and the Neoclassical Revivhich can be seen as polarities of a single spetwith
Baroque complexity at one end and restrained deeudleoclassicism at the other.

Initially, this new approach to monumental publictatecture was largely confined to the major citié the
Northeast, particularly New York City, which wastlpicenter of American Beaux Arts ClassiciSAmong the
leading architects in this development was the fifrivicKim, Mead and White. The first state captimlexpress
this new approach to Classical architecture waRtinede Island State House, designed by McKim, Mseat
White and built from 1892 to 190%.

49 Henry Hope Reedhe United StateSapitol: Its Architecture and DecoratigiNew York: W.W. Norton and Company,

2005), p. 31; and William C. Alletdistory of the United Staté3apitol: A Chronicle of Design, Construction, andliics
(Honolulu, Hawaii: University Press of the Paci2€)05), pp. 324-327, and 340.
50" Allen, History of the United States Capit@ip. 225-226; Reedhe United StateSapitol: Its Architecture and Decoration
pp. 15-18.
Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracp. 148.
Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracp. 148.
Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democragcpp. 148; pictured on p. 147.
As noted, for example, in James Jacobs, “Capa®MNational Historic Landmarks,” (U.S. Departmefthe Interior,
National Park Service. February 2009), p. 4. Tle#eBbuse as and architectural type, and partigutael form characterized
as a “domed, low cross” is addressed in ChaptéiCharles T. Goodselllhe American Statehouse: Interpreting
Democracy’s Templgdawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansas1200
Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracpp. 210-212.
%6 Marcus Whiffen American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to thdeS{Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1969), pp. 149-
171.
Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracpp. 210-212.
Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracp. 148.

51
52
53
54

55
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Popular appreciation for the architecture and ugdanning of the American Renaissance was gretithutated by
a series of World’s Fairs held in various Americitres in the 1890s and early 1900s, most notai#yorld's
Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago in 1893. Bigmificance of the World’s Columbian Expositionsva
summed up by Hitchcock and Seale:

The producers of Chicago’s great show changedi#iteris of American Architecture, extending,
if only nominally, the professional climate of Neéferk and Chicago to the whole of America. In
turn the fair sold the public on Beautiful Architae, with the corollary that real beauty could
only be created by established professionals. Tiea@o exposition also proved that a city could
be clean and safe and lovely. Americans willingtgepted the idea that architecture would lead
them into the Age of the City Beautiful. Over angtpagain, in the remotest places, mayors and
businessmen pored over pictures of the White Gityisnagined what their own towns might
become?

During the decade following the World’s Columbiaxpésition, the architecture of the American Reraisge
became increasingly popular throughout the UniteadeS. Of the several styles encompassed by themant, the
Neoclassical Revival came to be the most widelypaelb style for public buildings throughout the éxitStates,
although many fine examples of the other stylesevieiilt as well. The largest and finest of thesiédings,
particularly state capitol buildings, demandediskil design, engineering, and project managenhativwere
beyond the capabilities of most small, local aesttitiral firms of that time; so larger and more eigreed firms,
with regional or national reputations and résurnésally based in the larger cities of the Northeashe Midwest
were often called upon for these large-scale ptejec

Two very important factors enabled the constructiblarge, complex public buildings in the 18908 &arly
1900s. One factor was the rapid and efficient partation of people and materials that was madsiplesby the
development of the vast American railroad netwditkis transportation system allowed the shipmerstuch
materials as structural steel, factory-producedifure and building supplies, and distinct varietidé marble and
other building stones to any city in the Unitedt&aand it also made it practical for architebtslding contractors,
and skilled artisans to travel easily from arethefcountry to another. The other factor enablivgdonstruction of
these buildings was the cumulative effect of maggificant advances in building technology, incloglistructural
steel framing, electric lighting, and steam heatiggtems. Without these technological advances$ lsuge,
complex, and ornate buildings could not be feasible

The second of the American Renaissance state tafutbe designed, and the first to be started #iteWorld's
Columbian Exposition, was the Minnesota State @apitSt. Paul. Begun in 1896 and completed in 190kas
designed by Cass Gilbert. Like the Rhode IslanteSt#@use, the Minnesota capitol was a highly refiegkample of
academic Classicism in the Beaux Arts traditionhdD capitols begun during the next few years ietuthe
capitols of Montana (1896-1902; enlarged 1909-ARMansas (1899-1915), Pennsylvania (1902-06), IdaB65-
20), Kentucky (1905-09), South Dakota (1907-10)st®@nsin (1906-17).

Among the earliest and finest of the American Resatice capitol buildings built during this perioasvthe
Mississippi State Capitol, begun in 1901 and coteplén 1903.

Historical Background: Jackson as the State Capital

When the Mississippi Territory was created in 1788largest settlement and administrative centes Watchez.

In 1800, the capital of the territory was relocatedVashington, a small community about six miletsle of
Natchez. Over the next few years, the boundari¢iseoMississippi Territory were expanded severaes, so that it
eventually consisted of all of the area now cordiwithin the states of Mississippi and Alabamd,the capital
remained at Washington, in the far southwest coohérat vast area. In 1817, the western half af #tea became
the State of Mississippi, and the eastern half imecthe Alabama Territory. When Mississippi becanséate, much
of its land area, particularly in the central amdthern parts of the state, were under the coofrtie Choctaw and

% Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democragp. 215.
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Chickasaw Indians. In 1820, in the Treaty of DgaRtand, the Choctaws ceded a large area in thecemsal part
of the state to the federal government, and it seas opened up for settlemeit.

The government of the new state met at Natchez @17 to 1821. In 1821, the Legislature voted toaate
temporarily to Columbia, but also created a thregrmommission to find a suitable location for anpement capital
near the center of the state, in the area receatgd by the Choctaws. The commission selectae arsil
recommended it to the Legislature. In 1822, theidlature, meeting at Columbia, approved the recontad
location and ordered that a town be laid out therée named Jackson in honor of General Andrewsasc A plat
was drawn up and was accepted by the Legislatuiaeria 1822. Within the next several months the tosvn was
being developed and a temporary brick capitol ligdad been erected, where the Legislature comvene
December 22, 1822. The officials of the state gowemt had already relocated to Jackson by that ffriiée
temporary brick state house, which was locatetdeahbrtheast corner of Capitol Street and Presi@zatt, was
used for the next seventeen years.

Historical Background: The Old Capitol

In 1833, the Mississippi Legislature authorizeddung “for the erection of a State House and suitatffices for the
secretary of state, state treasurer, auditor olipabcounts, and attorney general, theréiiThe construction of a
capitol building, with a Gothic architectural chetier, was begun in 1834 under the direction ofisgchJohn
Lawrence. This work was found to be unsatisfactboyvever, and in 1835 the decision was made toigésm
Lawrence and hire a new architect to begin theggtafresh with a new design. Lawrence was replagedfilliam
Nichols, who had been the architect of state chpitoNorth Carolina and Alabam.

Nichols developed a new design in the Greek Retyde. Construction began in 1836. By January@¥dlthe
building was complete enough for the Legislaturent®et there, but work continued through 1839 antD18

The Capitol was not significantly harmed during @igil War, but the building suffered from poor adéferred
maintenance. It underwent an extensive renovatid8i70-71. Following these renovations, it conttht@ serve as
the State Capitol for another 32 years. Over thabg, however, the building suffered increasinggyere problems
from insufficient maintenance and from some inhestructural weaknesses in the design.

By the mid-1890s, the building was in very poor dition, and it was much too small to meet the neddke state
government. In 1896 the Legislature began to cengidoposals for erecting a new capitol buildingpraposal
made in 1897 to erect a hew capitol was vetoeddye@or Anselm J. McLauren, but the idea of buiidinnew
capitol continued to gain support for the next salgears. In 1900, under the leadership of newdgted Governor
Andrew H. Longino, the legislature passed “an adrtate a State House Commission, to secure dyawfans,
and specifications for, and to authorize and previt the building and erection of a State HouSeThe building
that was subsequently erected is the present MigpisState Capitol.

After the completion of the new Capitol in 1903 #BId Capitol was largely abandoned and fell into.rit was
renovated in 1916-17 to become a state office mgldand renovated again in 1959-61 to become tdie S
Historical Museum. It was listed on the NationabReer of Historic Places in 1969 and designatdonal
Historic Landmark in 1990. The Old Capitol suffesstious damage from Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and
subsequently underwent an extensive restoration 2006 to 2009. The building serves today as tlieQ@ipitol
Museum, administered by the Mississippi Departnaé#rchives and History.

0 John Ray SkateMississippi's Old Capitol: Biography of a Buildifdackson: Mississippi Department of Archives and
History, 1990), pp. 5-7.

SkatesMississippi’s Old Capitqlpp. 7-11; and Robert J. Baildyistory of the Mississippi State Capi{@inpublished draft
manuscript prepared for the Mississippi Departneéitrchives and History, 2004), p. 2.

52 SkatesMississippi’s Old Capitglpp. 33-45, 49; and Baileylistory of the Mississippi State Capi{@004 draft), pp. 3-4.
SkatesMississippi's Old Capitglpp. 22-25.

64 SkatesMississippi's Old Capitqlpp. 85-107.

% SkatesMississippi's Old Capitglpp. 107-111; and Bailefistory of the Mississippi State Capi{@004 draft), pp. 9-20.
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The design and construction of the “New” Capitol, 900-1903

When the Mississippi Legislature passed the authtian for the design and construction of a newtogjt
included a provision allowing the governor to iskoads for up to one million dollars to fund theject. However,
before this could be done, it suddenly became wessary. Not long before, the State of Mississiai filed suit
against the lllinois Central Railroad and two sfsubsidiaries, the Yazoo and Mississippi VallejirBad and the
Gulf and Ship Island Railroad, to claim unpaid wkethe amount $1,000,000. This lawsuit eventualiiyto an
appeal which was considered by the United StatpseBue Court. The case was heard before the coGttober
1900, and a decision in favor of the State of Misipipi was issued on January 7, 180The Legislature
subsequently allocated the proceeds from the sedtie of the lawsuit to the new capitol project,hatte result that
there was no need to issue the bonds. Fundinfpéocdnstruction of the new capitol came almostelgtirom the
settlement of the lawsuft,

The site selected for the new capitol building Wesfour-block area that was occupied at that tijméhe old State
Penitentiary. The Legislature had been intending/dee the antiquated prison for some time, andguiss site
would provide more space than the site of the Gigitol and would also allow the Old Capitol to rémia use
while the New Capitol was being built.

The legislation of 1900 created a State House Casion, with Governor Longino as #x officiopresident. The
commission promptly began its work, holding itsfimeeting on April 7, 1900. Prior to this meetimgaccordance
with the legislation, the Governor had already Bged for advertisements requesting design prop&rsais
interested architect§.Architects were invited to submit proposals forantvas, in effect, an architectural
competition to select a project architect.

Fourteen architectural firms submitted preliminprgposals:

1. Moad & Bramlet, Dallas, Texas.

2. E.E. Meyers, Detroit, Michigan.

3. J.W. Gaddis, Vincennes, Indiana.

4. Bruce & Morgan, Atlanta, Georgia.

5. Theodore C. Link, St. Louis, Missouri.

6. Weathers & Weathers, Memphis, Tennessee.
7. H. Wolters, Louisville, Kentucky.

8. George R. Mann, Little Rock, Arkansas.

9. James B. Cook, Memphis, Tennessee.

10. Bryan & Gilbert, Atlanta, Georgia.

11. J. Riley Gordon, Dallas, Texas.

12. Alfred Zucker, New York, New York.

13. G.W. Bunting, Indianapolis, Indiana

14. E.O. Murdock & Company, Omaha, NebraSka

Faced with the difficult choice of selecting betwebese proposals, the commission decided to seéégsional
advice. They hired Bernard R. Green, the superitgehof construction for the Library of Congress\fashington,
D.C., to serve as a consultant. He was asked tmiexaall the proposals and to make recommendattise

% “Yazoo & Mississippi Railroad Company, Pltffs, Err., v. Wirt Adams,” inThe Supreme Court Reporteol. 21 (November
1900-July 1901) (St. Paul: West Publishing Co.,1390. 240 ff. (viewed on-line on Google Books).

57 Bailey, History of the Mississippi State Capi{@004 draft), p. 21. The cost of the actual cormsion of the building was paid
entirely from the proceeds of the lawsuit, but s@uditional costs associated with earthmoving amdeslater costs for
furnishings were paid using other state funds.

8 Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes pp. 4-5 (Official Records Series 637, in the ediiions of the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History); Bailéyistory of the Mississippi State Capi{@004 draft), pp. 21-22.

5 “Report of the State House Commission to the lagire of Mississippi, 1902,” published as an apipeto The Official and
Statistical Register of the State of MississiMazlume 1], 1904, p. 654 (available on Google BgoK he list is also included
in Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 15-17.
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commissionGreen met with the commission on June 7, 1900 bagan his examination of the plans, which were
presented to him with the names of the submittildem, the plans being identified only by numbesnf 1 to 14.
He completed his examination of the plans and nhésleeport to the commission on June ?1n his report, Green
prefaced his comments about the specific propossidjds with some general observations about thgrdes
capitol buildings:

The object and function of a State Capitol are mgadimfurnish accommodations of due dignity
and convenience for the Legislative, Executive dundicial branches of the Government and the
building should be so designed as to give architatprominence and expression to this trinity of
objects and functions. To provide a building thalsmeet these requirements and be well lighted
and aired from the exterior, as it should be, tla@ pnust be on the order of wings and pavilions.
These can also be made to emphasize the imporvdtice several government branches referred
to and give them the needed separation from edmdr &ir business convenience. Several of the
designs submitted follow out this idea more or listinctly, by means of a symmetrical three-
part plan or three-dome motive, while others tthatbuilding as practically a single rectangular
house with no expression of its unique significafagthermore the simple and more direct
design is always the better so long as dignityelagance of proportion are preserved. A Capitol,
of all buildings, should be strikingly massive, gtanoble — typifying the power, honor, stability
and superiority of the government over all indivai.corporate or other institutions whatsoever in
the state. It should, therefore, be at once rezatpte, over all other buildings in the
neighborhood, as the Capitol — regardless of iteemaative size, which may even be small — and
never by any possibility be legitimately mistaken &ny other institution whatsoever. Regardless
of this principle, however, many State houses aségihed to resemble schools, colleges, asylums
and even factories and exhibition halls.

Some of the designs before us are open to thisisnit, having many windows, thin walls, trifling
domes or domed towers, pinnacles and rattling tutesky lines. The exterior walls of the
building should have good thickness and deep windewals, giving shade and apparent
strength, and the porticos and angles should be, di&gng shadow. The dome or domes should
be full, well rounded, with quiet outlines and mod high. The rotunda should be ample
unobstructed by stairs or columns and of modereighty that it may be mtundain fact, and not
a well hole. It should always be available for aseanbly room and meeting place for special
occasions and the space it occupies thus rendsefdl as well as architecturally imposing. To
secure such a building within money limits, somaaniconveniences may have to be yielded and
the capacity of the building somewhat reduced. @2 @00 worth of space cannot be had in a
$1,000,000 building without thin and tawdry constion and treatment, which, although durable
and strong enough, will look cheap and be a ctedibbody. Let the proposed New Capitol be
designed and constructed along the lines aboveadteti, and within the dimensions that the
available funds will warrant, and the outcome W#l creditable to all concernéd.

Upon Green’s recommendation, the commission selgm@posal no. 5, which had been submitted by Then(.
Link. In his report, Green made recommendationsiabbanges which he believed would improve thegie&
(These were all subsequently adopted in the fieaigh). He further urged that the architect “shdaddappointed
with the understanding that he shall emtemovowith the commission on the preparation of a comepikesign,”
using the original proposal only as a conceptualehd®

0 Mississippi State House Commissidinutes pp. 17-19; and “Report of the State House Conimnis® the Legislature of
Mississippi, 1902.”

" Mississippi State House Commissidinutes pp. 20-22.

2 Mississippi State House Commissitinutes pp. 23-24.

" Mississippi State House Commissidinutes p. 25.
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Green also offered comments on several of the @itogrosals, including no. 8, which had been suleahitty
George R. Manfi* Mann, formerly from St. Louis, but residing attttiane in Little Rock, Arkansas, had recently
completed the design of the Arkansas State Capital,was involved at that time with the early stagfits
construction. Some years later, in 1937, Mann aalithat Link’s final design for the dome of the Bssippi State
Capitol had been based on his own original dedighthis claim is questionable for several reasnosthe least of
which is that Bernard Green had said of Mann’s Mgppi proposal that “the domes are weak andithin
appearance’

Link came to Jackson and met with the commissiodwore 13. The following day, the commission forgall
accepted his design as a preliminary plan, andiaffy selected him to be the project architéttHis contract was
approved on June 30. Link spent the next three months preparing th@pknd specifications, though he
apparently had finalized the design of the extesimearly as August, when an illustration of thiéding was
published in a Kentucky newspagér.

The final design had numerous changes from thénadigroposed design. Some were made upon thefipeci
recommendation of Bernard Green. Others changes ikety made at the request of the Commission,samde
changes were made by Link himself as he refinediéségn. The most evident change, made at the reemiiation
of Green, was the removal of a tall tower which badn the dominant feature of the original deslgm other
changes that were made at Green'’s suggestion hei@tition of an attic story (now the fourth s)capd the
inclusion of aporte cocheréoehind the front entrance stefidhe center dome was increased in height and placed
upon a colonnaded drum, similar to the dome oP8&ul’'s Cathedral in London. The end pavilions wetanged by
the substitution of recessed porticoes insteadadtple porticoes, and by the lowering of their ésnand the
removal of pediments at the base of the domes.€ltiggnges to the end pavilions had the effectdifaiag their
visual prominence and increasing the visual promieeof the center of the building.

Link presented his plans and specifications toctiramission on October 15. The commission carefaigmined
the plans and specifications, and approved therfottmving day, when they also approved the adsertient for
bids.®° The bids for the project were opened on DecemBgbiit all were too high, so the commission askiedt L
to make some modifications to the plans and reqdestvised bids from the applicaritsNine contractors
submitted revised bids, which were received on Ddx¥ 12. On December 13, the commission accepéehlithof
W.A. and A.E. Wells, of Chicago. This firm was atperienced and highly-regarded construction comhat/had
built important steel-frame commercial buildingsGhicago and other Midwestern cities, for such pnemt
architects as Holabird and Root. (By this time,ghaior partner of the firm, W.A. Wells, had di&the firm was
reorganized shortly afterwards as the Wells Bratl@mpany, but the State House Commission insikgdll
business with regard to the Mississippi Capitojgrobe conducted using the name “W.A. and A.E.IsVeT)
Their contract was approved on December 18, $800.

74
75
76
7

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes p. 24.

Mississippi, State House Commissidinutes p. 24.

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 29-30.

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 32-33. The actual contract is filed in Misgipi State House Commission,
“Commission Files, 1900-1903" (Official Recordsi®s 634, Mississippi Department of Archives andtbtiy).

Daily Public Ledge(Maysville, Kentucky), August 21, 1900, from thér@nicling America web site of the Library of
Congress, http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/Icc88069117/1900-08-21/ed-1/seq-3/ A very similarsttation of the
Mississippi State Capitol was publishedline Cook County HeralfGrand Marais, Minn.), on October 27, 1900.

A similarporte cochereés located behind the front steps of the New Y8t&te Capitol (begun in 1867 and completed in
1899).

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 37-39.

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 41-45. The complete specifications are indémehe minutes on pages
45-49; the drawings are itemized on page 50, theptete specifications are transcribed on pages 377, and the
advertisement for bids is shown on pages 178-179.

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes p. 449.

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 184-186. The contract is filed in Mississifpate House Commission,
“Commission Files, 1900-1903.” (Official Record®ries 634, Mississippi Department of Archives anstdty).
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The contract became effective as of January 1, 18 that date has been cited in some sourcés & ginning
of construction, but the actual work of construatiy the contractors apparently began in M&fdbn March 14,
1901, the State House Commission voted to hireBdarhes, a building contractor from Greenville, 8issippi, to
be their on-site construction superintendent. Baareved in Jackson and reported for work the dexyf®

After some initial delay related to site prepamatamd excavation for the foundations, constructionk proceeded
quickly and efficiently. In his monthly reports tiee commission, Barnes, himself an experiencedlimgjl
contractor, seems to have been continually imptelsgehe professionalism and skill of the contrastand
subcontractors and their workmen. In 1901, no etaéthis size, complexity, or technical sophiation had ever
been undertaken in Jackson, or even in the endte sf Mississippi.

The subcontractors for the construction work wéireedected by the contractors and reported to theenthere is
little record of them in the commission minutest they are all listed in the booklet that was pregaas a record of
the rather belated cornerstone-laying ceremonyttiut place on June 3, 1983The subcontractors were:

George Dugan, Bedford, Indiana Cut Stone

N.O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., St. Louis Marble dnadsaic
American Bridge Co, New York Steel, Iron, and Brenz
Columbian Fireproofing Co., Pittsburgh Fireproofing

The Northwestern Terra Cotta Company, Chicago Teatsa

August Zander Co., Chicago Plastering

Art Marble Co., Chicago, Scagliola

J.C. McFarland & Co., Chicago Roof and Skylights
Hoben & Doyle, Philadelphia Plumbing

W.P. Nelson Co., Chicago Painting

Louis J. Millet, Chicago Art Glass

Otis Elevator Co., Chicago Passenger Elevators
Mosler Safe Co., Hamilton, Ohio Burglar proof vault
Orr & Locket Hardware Co., Chicago Hardware

Cassidy & Sons Manufacturing Co., New York ElecFixtures

It is evident that many of these firms were fromdago, where they had undoubtedly already had éxpes
working with the W.A. and A.E. Wells Company.

Not listed among these subcontractors was Robd@tiRghurst, of St. Louis, the sculptor who desigjtiee
tympanum of the portico. He may have been hireectly by Theodore Link’ Also missing from that list is A.R.
Grieve, of St. Louis, the sculptor and metalwonkéo created the gold-leafed copper eagle that adbmtop of
the domé?®

84 Proceedings Connected with Laying the Corner SadrMississippi’s New State House in the City ok3aa on June 3,
1903 the booklet produced to record the proceedingspegches for the dedication of the building, staia p. 71, that
“Actual work on the building was begun Jan. 1, 190@ut the “Report of the State House CommissiothtoLegislature of
Mississippi, 1902” uses somewhat more ambiguouslingr saying “The Messrs. Wells began operatiomder the contract
on the 1st day of January, 1901.” A report abbathuilding in the 1908fficial and Statistical Registehowever, on p. 213,
says “The actual work was commenced on the builtifdgarch, 1901 and was completed by the contradtoduly, 1903.”
Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 210 and 212.

Proceedings Connected with Laying the Corner Stpn&4.

87 TheMinutes pp. 422-424, report that Link had presented #rsignh for the tympanum to the commission on Felyréar
1902.

8 The only documentation that has been found tausgdecifically identifying A.R. Grieve as the d@of the sculpted eagle is
the caption and accession information of a phofgrenade in 1903, showing Grieve standing nexti¢ostulpture. The
photograph is cataloged as PI/HS/1982.0095 (“GriévR.”), item no. 1 (though it is the sole itemtirat folder) in the
photograph collections of the Mississippi Departh@mArchives and History.
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There were also several contractors hired dirdwtlthe State House Commission to carry out parteeproject
other than the construction of the building itsé. listed in the bookle® they were:

Frank J. Butler, Greenville and Jackson, Miss. aBté&itting and Power Plant
Frank Adam Electric Co., St. Louis Electric Wiringd Electric Work
J. Kennard Sons Co., St. Louis Electric and GahtLkixtures
General Fireproofing Co., Youngstown, Ohio Metalcks for State Library
George D. Barnard Co., St. Louis Metal FurnituneState Officers
Wollaeger Manufacturing Co., Milwaukee General Wéanniture and Cabinet Work
Charles A. Babst, New Orleans Granitoid pavements

Evans & Hamilton, Jackson Grading

Board of Control of State Penitentiary, Jackson dBg

E.S. Gordon, Jackson Grading

lllinois Central Railroad Company (“at no cost he tstate”) Railroad Track to New Capitdl

Construction proceeded remarkably quickly and shigdor a project of its size and complexity. OnriA3, 1902,
Barnes reported to the commission that the stortlewfothe exterior walls was complete except forumethe
dome, and that was expected to be done withingkemonth®™ On August 7, 1902, he reported that the brickwork
had been completed, the stonework was compete efaregarving, the structural steel was compléte,copper
roofing was done, and the marble work and plasgerirthe interior was well underwa.On 4 December Barnes
reported that “the principal work now being don¢his marble and scagliola work which continues i same
degree of excellence and unabated zeal by theamots.” He added, “The Roman mosaic floor in tlew&nor’s
Reception Hall has been completed and is a magnifigiece of work.” The windows had all been fitlgdthat
time, so that the building was closed to the weathi April 1903 he reported “The stone carving iagiically
completed, and the eminent sculptor in charge @tyimpanum has just been here and approved thewitirlsome
slight changes, which have all been done in afaatisry manner,®

The building was largely complete by June 3, 19@8%n an elaborate ceremony was held to lay thescsiome.
This ceremony was, in effect, the dedication cemynfor the building. It drew an enormous crowd, gitsrainy
weather. Among the speakers that day was Governdretv H. Longino, who made this observation:

| deem it due to say ... that by singleness of pug@osl untiring vigilance on the part of the
commission, who at all times have enjoyed the clanfte, co-operation, and friendship of the
architect, Mr. Theodore C. Link, of St. Louis, Mand the contractors, Mssrs. Wells Bros. Co., of
Chicago, lll., together with the superintendents-sontractors, and all others connected with the
work, that it has been possible to complete th&dlng within the contract time, within the
contract price, without labor disturbances or disagents of any kind, and without the issuance
of a dollar of bonds to be used in payment on thikding. %

The building was not yet complete, however, for samork remained to be done on the interior by tlaehie and
scagliola workers. On August 20, 1903, Barnes tepahat the construction work was nearly complaig, that he
had examined the building with the Assistant Suigerg Architect (Theodore Link’s son Karl Link) atige
Contractor’s Superintendent (Theodore H. Schladen),had prepared a list of the minor items lefiedadone. He
added, “The contractors have exhibited great wistdoselecting the very best sub-contractors toooad in the

8 Pproceedings Connected with Laying the Corner Stpn@5.

% This railroad track was a construction spur firaved indispensable for transporting the vast arnofistructural steel, cut
stone, and brick used in the project. The spurlaidsspecifically to provide rail access to thesand was taken up after the
heavy construction work had been completed.

91 Mississippi State House Commissidinutes pp. 433-435.

92 Mississippi State House Commissidinutes pp. 466-467.

% Mississippi State House Commissidinutes pp. 500-502.

% Mississippi State House Commissidinutes pp. 548-549.

% Proceedings Connected with Laying the Corner Stpna7.
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country ..."° After receiving Barnes'’s report, “the memberstaf tommission, accompanied by the architect and
the contractor, proceeded to make a careful ingpeof the entire building.” The commission theriedenined to
formally accept the building from the contractBr.

At a special meeting on September 23, 1903, thevdesion adopted a resolution to begin the relooatitthe state
offices and records from the Old Capitol to the rmwlding.The relocation set off a round of squabbling among
state officials about space requirements and rassigaments, which necessitated some reassigniffents.
Surprisingly, the legislative chambers were iniidlirnished with desks and chairs brought oventithie Old
Capitol, instead of new furnituré.In January 1904, some additional “metallic furrétu(filing cabinets) still
needed to be purchased, but most of the furnishiitige building was complef& On April 7, 1904, the State
House Commission held its last meeting, authoritivegfinal payments on its remaining accounts asasferring
the remaining balance of $283.37 to the state trga$'

The architect and the contractors were justifiglsyud of the magnificent building. In 1902, whitenias under
construction, Theodore Link had entered his defigthe Capitol in the Annual Exhibition of the SalLouis
Architectural Club, where it was displayed among fihest recent works of his fellow architects ia home city. It
is unclear how much of the design was exhibited thei catalog of the exhibition included a reprdaducof the
South Elevation drawing of the construction pl#i&he contractors, the Wells Brothers Company, haxfull
pages in the advertising section of the cataladpatf exhibition, including a full-page photogragftiee Mississippi
Capitol under constructiof’®

The completion of the New Capitol was met with gigapular acclaim and admiration. One indicatiofit®f
favorable reception was the degree to which it @raslated by other buildings throughout the statthough the
Capitol was not actually the first expression oféinan Renaissance Classicism to be built in Mg — the
first was apparently the Ricks Memorial LibraryMazoo City, begun in 1900 and completed in 190Re-Gapitol
was much more prominent and brought academic €lassio the attention of the public in Mississipphe impact
of the construction of the new Capitol on the aetture of Mississippi was immediate and profoukichost
immediately following its construction — even whilevas being built — architectural tastes swifthanged
throughout the state. The Romanesque Revival stylesh had been the preferred style for publicdings in
Mississippi since the mid-1880s, fell out of faghigrtually overnight. The last Romanesque coumtyrthouse to
be constructed, the Tallahatchie County Courthau&umner, was built in 1902, and in the same Ysafirst true
Neoclassical Revival courthouse was constructets whs the Copiah County Courthouse in Hazlehdestigned
by James Reily Gordon, who had submitted a propdssitjn for the New Capitol. Nearly every new cgunt
courthouse and city hall built in the next twengays was Classical Revival. Altogether thirty-th@assical
Revival courthouses were built in Mississippi betwd 902 and 1918, and several substantial munibighlings.
Numerous Classical Revival college buildings andlisischools were erected during that same peBwodn
religious architecture expressed this new fashiorClassical architecture. The first NeoclassioaViRal religious
building in the state was Temple B’nai Israel indteez (1904-05), followed by Hebrew Union Temple in
Greenville (1906), Temple Beth Israel in Meridid®(6), and First Baptist Church in Greenwood (1209-
Between 1910 and 1918, dozens of Neoclassical Resiurches were built throughout Mississippi. Howch of
this sudden popularity of the Classical Revivaldowernmental and institutional architecture in $f8sippi is
attributable directly to the construction of thepfal, and how much to other influences, is impblesto determine,
but it is certainly clear that the constructiortled Capitol coincided with an abrupt and substantiange in
architectural fashion.

96
97
98
99
100

Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 580-581.
Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes pp. 582-584.
Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes p. 596.
Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes p. 596.
Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes p. 620.
101 Mississippi State House Commissidfinutes p. 629.
102 «Mississippi State Capitol, Jackson, Mississigpiieodore C. Link, Architect,” in th€atalogue of the Annual Exhibition of
the Saint Louis Architectural Clut1902), p. 66.
103 Catalogue of the Annual Exhibition of the Saint isoArchitectural Club(1902), pp. 92-93.
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The New Capitol had admirers in other states at v&Hortly after its completion, the Mississipgat Capitol was
the subject of a very favorable article, with plgyphs, inThe Inland Architect and News Recpadmonthly
architectural journal published in Chicatjé.

...[T]he new capitol building of Mississippi, justmpleted, represent[s] the unusual results of the
combined efforts and methods of a commission, aehitact and contractors. All may carry their
heads in pleasant dignity, for without smirch, windling or jobbery of any kind, the construction
of this beautiful building has been carried to ecessful completion, finished within contract time
without extras and within the estimated sum ofgbeepted contract; and hence it stands in its
massive dignity an example of conscientious businesthods that might well be followed by
many who have public improvements in their charge,

This capitol building at Jackson, Mississippi, emgies the advent of prosperity and modern
progress in the South, and its educational missitirbe far-reaching in its salutary effects upon
future public buildings throughout the Southernt&td®

The article continues with detailed descriptionshef building and the process of its constructang praises the
work of the Wells Brothers Company, the NorthweastEerra Cotta Company, stonework contractor Gebuggan,
and the architect, Theodore C. Link. It concludésthis capitol building there is much that is whoy of critical
study and deserving of a profound admiratidff.”

The Mississippi Capitol was regarded as a modehbycapitol-building commissions of other statefiéWit was
nearing completion, in May 1903, the building wésited by the Arkansas Capitol Commission in ordetobtain

all the information that in their judgment would dvalue in the prosecution of our work? In 1905, a delegation
from Idaho’s capitol building commission, on a téoirexamine the capitols of some other states, ¢ardackson to
see the new Mississippi Capitol. According to aorém The Idaho Daily Statesmathey were very impressed with
the building1*®

The members of the commission agree that the MiggisCapitol building is more nearly such a
one as is contemplated here and would requirectessges to answer for Idaho’s needs than any
other single building inspected. The architectefédct is good, the interior arrangement could
scarcely be improved upon, with the changes reddegeessary by the different offices to be
accommodated, and there were no serious defedtwéna discovered in the short visit mdde.

Further Development of the Capitol and its grounds1904-c.1935

The State House Commission, which oversaw the aaigin of the Capitol, had arranged for extengjreding to
be done on the grounds, and for the constructiatrieés surfaced with “granitoid pavements.” Oves hext few
years, the grounds were developed as a tree-sipadidid park. Eventually several commemorative moents
were placed on the grounds.

The first of the commemorative monuments on theitéhgrounds was the prow ornament, or figurehedidhe
battleship U.S.®ississippi(BB-23), which was launched in 1905. The figurehbad been removed under an
order by Secretary of the Navy George Mayer in 18id€cting the removal of the ornamental figuretseefrdm
U.S. Navy ships. In December 1909, at the requeSbe. Edmond Noel, the prow ornament of Mississippiwas

104 E.C. Clark, “Mississippi State CapitolThe Inland Architect and News Recpf@:3 (October 1903), pp. 22-23, with a

photograph on p. 23 and six other photographs caraganying plates.
® Clark, “Mississippi State CapitolThe Inland Architegtp. 22.

Clark, “Mississippi State CapitolThe Inland Architegtpp. 22-23.

107 Blake Wintory, “A Tale of Two Domes: Mississipand Arkansas{Part ), Preservation in MississippAugust 22, 2011,
http://misspreservation.com/2011/08/22/architedttwans-mississippi-and-arkansas-state-capitol-d@me

108 «“About the History of Idaho’s Capitol,” a brocteupublished by the Idaho Capitol Commission, viewedine on October
7, 2013 www.capitolcommission.idaho.gov/.../idaho_capitdastbry brochurg.

109 «About the History of Idaho’s Capitol.” The diequotation is from "Saw Six Capitols in Six Sgté&he Idaho Daily
StatesmanThursday, 8 June 1905, p. 5.
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shipped to Jackson to be placed on public dispidlyeastate capitol. About six months after itsvalrit was put on
exhibit on a temporary stand. In 1914 the provaarent was permanently mounted on a concrete bathe arorth
side of the Capitol grounds, where it remains todagThe prow ornament of the U.S!@aineis similarly
displayed in Bangor, Maine.)

The most prominent monument on the Capitol grousidse Monument to the Women of the Confederacychwis
located directly south of the front steps of the@i@d. Its cornerstone was set in 1912, but the mnoent was not
completed for several years. The bronze sculptigsigned by Belle Kinney and cast by Tiffany Stsdiwas
finished in 1917

As was the custom for state capitol buildings atttme, the Mississippi State Capitol building Hebn designed to
accommodate not only the two houses of the Legisathe Supreme Court, and the office of the Gawerbut

also the offices of the various administrative @#is of the state, including the Secretary of&ttte Attorney
General, the State Auditor, the State TreasurerAtljutant General, and others. However, a suliatagrowth in
the functions of state government was occurrirtfpiattime under the influence of the Progressiveséfoent, and
this was reflected in an increasing number of siffteials and employees. Within a very short tirtteg Capitol was
fully occupied and was beginning to become crowdexdrecords storage requirements and the numbers of
employees of the various agencies increased, e foe additional office space became urgent. Sageacies
found it necessary to rent commercial office spatAs an article in th&/icksburg Evening Postbserved in 1910:

The new capitol is too small. That may sound likge dream, but it is, nevertheless, as the
various departments have’'nt [sic] sufficient roarstore their records, and it begins to look as
though the Railroad Commission and one or two stheuld have to seek new quarters in the
near future.

The executive offices are badly crowded. Thereiplace to store records and state documents,
such as must be kept, and there are millions aftttekeep, too. Every inch of available space is
utilized to care for these things, but still iingpossible to store them to advantage.

The Railroad Commission has a room about large@mnéar a young attorney starting out in
business, and has a mass of records that mustaieea;, regardless of convenience. The
commission is about as badly crowded as four iacadn a hot summer’s night, and something
must be done to relieve the situation soon.

It will not be necessary for the Railroad Commisgio remain at the capitol. This is one
department that could occupy quarters out in theigiorder to make more room for the other
officers of the state, but no provision has beedenfar it, nor will be for at least two years.

The Attorney General is occupying the room seteafid the lieutenant governor, which relieved
the congestion in his departments, but when thisllgre meets in 1911 other arrangements will
have to be made. The Secretary of State is alsede more or less, as is the Adjutant General
and one of two other state officers, and it is pesible the next legislature will be asked for an
appropriation to secure additional quarters for safithe officers.

With the development of the state, the busineseetommonwealth is outgrowing the capitol.
Few persons can realize this, but it is a factithbtought out strongly every day in a hundred
different ways to the state officers. There is raywo make an addition to the capitol, which
means the Railroad Commissions, probably the Adjueneral, Land Commissioner, Insurance
Commission and one or two other officers will beypded with other quarters in a few years.

10 gubject file, “Mississippi, U.S.S.1 (1905),” Mississippi Department of Archives anistdry.

11 gubject file, “Monument to the Women of the Cateimacy,” Mississippi Department of Archives andtbiig; and Historic
Resources Inventory File, “Monument to the WomethefConfederacy” (049-JAC-0001.1), Historic Preagon Division,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

112 gkatesMississippi's Old Capitglp. 122.
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Each year conditions become more congested, ahihwite next two years it is believed some

measure of relief will have to be determined byléwslature*®

The first major initiative to create additional spdor government offices was the renovation ofGe Capitol in
1916-17, to convert it to a state office buildififpis was done under the direction of architect Toee C. Link,
who had so greatly impressed the officials of tiagesby his work on the New Capitol that he waseddb plan and
carry out the renovation of the Old Capitol. Sofirrahe completion of the renovation, the Depanhtd
Agriculture, the Board of Health, the DepartmenEdication, and several other agencies relocatdwtold
Capitol, while the Secretary of State, the Attor@sneral, the Auditor, and the Treasurer remaingde New
Capitol* The Department of Archives and History also remdim the New Capitol until the completion of the
War Memorial Building, adjacent to the Old Capitol 1941

From 1920 to 1923, some work was done at the MiggsState Capitol under the auspices of the Batel
Improvement Commission. The supervising architectlie Bond Improvement Commission was none otirear t
Theodore C. Link, who had designed the Capitoldinetted its construction twenty years before. $tate Bond
Improvement Commission was charged with a wide eafgoublic works projects throughout Mississippi,
including improvements to the facilities of stat#leges, hospitals, and other institutions. WorktmanNew Capitol
consisted of “painting, overhauling the heatingteys repairs to plumbing, replacing the tile fl@orthe North
Terrace, and miscellaneous minor repairs,” as agthe installation of an electric power convetttAmong the
“miscellaneous minor repairs” was the installatidriwo eighty-foot flagpoles in front of the Cagitn 1922
These two flagstaffs are the only readily visitdatures remaining from the work at the Capitol doy¢he State
Bond Improvement Commission, and they are the suiyiving features associated with Theodore C. sink
second period of involvement with the building.

In 1925, two German field howitzers, which had beaptured during World War |, were placed on digptafront
of the Capitol**®

In 1930, during the administration of Governor Tthe® Bilbo, some renovation work was done in thedsor’'s
office suite under the direction of architect Vind®. Smith, Jr. of Gulfport. It was at that timatlthe plaster
ceilings in the Governor’s Office were reworkeddand two semicircular tympanums adorned with hecald
griffins. These features remain in place todfgy.

Extensive decorative painting was done in the @apit1934-35 under the auspices of the Civil Works
Administration, as project #B4-50. This work inchetthe creation of the four circular paintings tyfized
historical subjects located within the drum of tfmme, on the panels positioned above the pairethod in the
four corners of the rotund&?

113 «“New Capitol Crowded, AG Camps in Lt. Gov's OFit Vicksburg Evening Pasiuly 8, 1910, p.6, quoted Rreservation
in Mississippi April 24, 2013, http://misspreservation.com/2@324/new-capitol-crowded-out-early/
SkatesMississippi’'s Old Capitqlp. 134.

115 SkatesMississippi's Old Capitqlpp. 134-135.

118 wilbur Trueblood, Acting Supervising ArchitecRéport of the Supervising Architect” (December 3323), in Mississippi

State Bond Improvement Commissi@inal Report of the State Bond Improvement Comongdi924), Official Records

Series 669, Mississippi Department of Archives Higtory.

State Bond Improvement Commission, “Building BobjFiles and Correspondence, 1919-1924,” OffRedords Series

666, Mississippi Department of Archives and History

118 Bjennial Report of the Adjutant General of the Stft Mississippi for the Years 1924-19pp. 57-58 and p. 68.

119 «New Offices To Afford Privacy.Clarion Ledger(Jackson, Mississippi), October 15, 1930; Bail¢igtory of the
Mississippi State Capitqunpublished draft manuscript), p. 61; “A Guidehe Architecture of the Mississippi State
Capitol” (2013), p. 12; and Mississippi DepartmehArchives and History, Historic Preservation Bian. Historic
Resources Inventory Database. Artisan files.

120 A Guide to the Architecture of the Mississippia& Capitol” (2013), pp. 3, 7-8; and Bailélistory of the Mississippi State
Capitol (unpublished draft manuscript), pp. 61-62. Theeeseveral photographs, dated December 26, 198%rsi
scaffolding for this work in place in the Rotund&ese photographs are cataloged as PI/STR/C36G#Hpstols”
collection), items no. 333 through 339, in the plgoaph collections of the Mississippi Departmenfathives and History.

114

117
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The Capitol since 1935

Although the relocation of several state agen@dhé Old Capitol in 1917 alleviated some of thewated
conditions temporarily, the office areas of the Néapitol soon became crowded again. The Departofent
Archives and History moved to the War Memorial Binlg in 1941, and the completion of the Woolfolatst
Office Building in 1950 created more office spdoet offices in the Capitol continued to be crowded.

During the 1950s and 1960s, various superficial iffcadions were made to the interior of the Misgigs Capitol,
mostly in an effort to more fully utilize office ape within the building®* By the 1970s, the building was showing
its age. The original steam heating system wadrstiise, and the electrical and telephone sysigens woefully
inadequate. The office areas were congested méresiporary partitions and dropped ceilings. Thesas were
largely out of public sight, however, for the Radanthe corridors, and the Legislative chambelisrstained their
historic appearance.

In 1972, two new state office buildings were cortgde the Carroll Gartin Justice Building and theléfaSillers
Building, both located across High Street from @apitol. The Supreme Court and the Attorney Gerse@iffice
relocated to the Gartin Building immediately aftsrcompletion. Later, in 1976, the working officafsthe
governor and his staff were moved to the top floithe Sillers Building.

A study was commissioned by the Legislature in 1®/@xamine the condition of the Capitol and to enak
recommendations for repairs and renovations. Aiseral years, a thorough renovation of the Capitd initiated
in 1977. The project, which was to include renawabf the office areas and restoration of the mhistoric
interiors, was planned and carried out by a consuorof firms, bringing together architects, engirseéandscape
architects, and interior designers. William Sealegspected architectural historian and co-auth®emples of
Democracy: The State Capitols of the U.Ss&rved as a consultant to the project. The fo@satral High School
building, located across West Street, southwesli®fCapitol, was acquired by the state to senatamporary
meeting place for the legislature while the worlsveging done on the Capitol building. Work on thajgct began
in July 1979, and was completed in 1982. The bogdvas rededicated on June 3, 1983, eighty yetastak
original dedication ceremoriy?

A ceremony observing the one-hundredth anniversitiye dedication of the Capitol was held on Jun20®3. The
building serves today as Capitol of the state, imputhe legislative chambers, offices, and confeeetooms for the
Mississippi State Legislature and offices for thgislative support staff. The offices formerly usgdvarious
governmental agencies and the rooms originally frsethe Supreme Court and the State Library axe used as
legislative offices and meeting rooms. Although @®vernor and gubernatorial staff have their wogkirffices
elsewhere, the Governor’s Office in the Capitalsed on special occasions. The building is openladyg to the
public for tours.

Assessing the architectural significance of a statmapitol building within a national context

In February 2009, the National Landmarks SurvethefNational Park Service issued a paper, “CapisiSlational
Historic Landmarks: A National Historic landmarkegjal Study,” by James Jacobs, which examines sdrite
issues involved in assessing a state capitol mglébr national significance. The paper begins witiecognition of
the prominence of state capitol buildings:

Capitols are among the most prominent building $yfeeind across the United States. The
architectural succession of a state’s capitolsbeaa telling narrative of its settlement, wealth,
geographic location, aspirations, and regionalatiomal standing. The great majority of current
state capitols were either constructed or wereestilhp major additions and renovations during the

121 Mississippi State Building Commission (later Méssppi Bureau of Building, Grounds, and Real Propslanagement),
“Contract Files. 1952-1963,” Official Records Serlb42, and “Project Files. 1942-1971,” OfficialdReds Series 1646,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

122 Robert J. BaileyHistory of the Mississippi State Capifoinpublished draft manuscript prepared for thesiisippi
Department of Archives and History, 2004).
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period between the Civil War and World War I. Rgsindustrial and agricultural wealth, large

increases in population, well-honed feelings ofacpride and competition, new building

technologies and transportation systems allowinghfe movement of structural and finish

materials, and professionalism in the field of @matture all converged in these decades, resulting

in some of the nation’s finest public buildings*%.
It would appear from this introduction that whalldaved would explore this theme in greater detaild explore
why these buildings might be significant, but iastethe paper shifts its theme to address somg @aslgnations
of capitols as National Historic landmarks for thestorical associations. Later, this very briappr returns to the
theme of architectural significance:

Because they are generally among the highest erotilldings in a capital city or, at times, an
entire state, and often designed by noted arcbitaciirms, arguing the national significance of
capitols based on architecture has at times bdativedy straightforward. Still, the practical and
symbolic functions of these buildings, and the lang often labyrinthine construction histories,
make demonstrating national significance and atelyrdocumenting physical integrity a
daunting proces$®*

After a summary of the architectural characterashe of the older state capitol buildings, the paiiresses the
subject of the post-Civil War state capitol builgindistinguished by the presence of a prominentedom

Between the Civil War and World War |, more thascare of new capitols having prominent
domes were completed, and many existing capitofe wignificantly modified with new wings,
larger domes, and extensive remodeling. Withouéption, these capitols embody Beaux-Arts
planning principles and nearly all are represevgatif a strain of monumental classicism known
most inclusively as American Renaissance. The §o@rsimilarity between this generation of
capitols is striking, and underscores both the @lbwinfluence of the U.S. Capitol building, as
well as the speed with which the form of a domirdome became strongly symbolic of
democracy in the United Statés.

Having isolated “domed, Beaux-Arts capitols of &raerican Renaissance” as a distinctive categogy, @apitols
as National Historic Landmarks” paper then mentitwesfour representatives of that group that haeeived NHL
designation — the capitols of Texas, Michigan, Wisin, and Pennsylvania. The paper then addrésséssue of
inclusion of capitols in published histories of Amean architecture. After listing some earlier bings, the paper
notes the lack of attention given to building sk American Renaissance era: “Intriguingly, exdepthe U.S.
Capitol itself, the domed, Beaux-Arts state capittdve been largely ignored in most general artital histories
of the United States, undoubtedly in part becatisksir physical similarity.*?® However, despite having
recognized the scarcity of published studies twigma well established context for assessing techiral
significance, the paper then proceeds to mentiverakstate capitols “that might be significantdsn
architecture alone.”

The paper implies that the biggest challenge caotifig a researcher examining the architecturaliogimce of a
state capitol building from the American Renaisga@i@ is the scarcity of historical studies addnggsublic
architecture in general and state capitols in paler during that period, thus making it diffictdt create a broad
national context for interpreting the significarafeany particular building. Despite the vast numbklbooks that
have been published about American architectury, feev recognized scholarly works have examinetkestapitols
within an architectural context. The only well knowork that specifically addresses the architettistory of
state capitol buildings ifemples of Democracy: The State Capitols of theAJ.By Henry-Russell Hitchcock and
William Seale, which was published in 1976. Chaflle§oodsell'sThe American Statehouse: Interpreting

123 James Jacobs, “Capitols as National Historic haartts,” (U.S. Department of the Interior, NatioRalrk Service. February
2009), p. 2.

124 «Capitols as National Historic Landmarks,” p. 3.

125 «Capitols as National Historic Landmarks,” p. 4.

126 «Capitols as National Historic Landmarks,” p. 4.
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Democracy’s Templegpublished in 2001, takes a more analytical aedhtitic approach to capitol buildings, rather
than historical. A more recent bodktate HousesAmerica’s 50 State Capitol Building2005), by Susan W.
Thrane and Tom Patterson, is mainly a collectiofingf color photographs with some historical andaiptive
information provided about each building. Broadhétextural histories seldom address state capititdings, and
when they do, it is usually in a brief and cursorgnner. The widely-used standard reference ontanthial styles,
American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to th@eStby Marcus Whiffen, does not cite a single statgitol
building as an example of any of the American Reswice styles. Walter C. Kidney, in his concigeiimightful
study of the American Renaissance &itee Architecture of Choice: Eclecticism in Amerit880-1930 briefly

cites the capitols of Wisconsin, Minnesota, andmBgivania, before mentioning the later and moresual
Nebraska, Oregon, and North Dakota capitols.

What is required, then , to make a case for natigigaificance for a state capitol of the Amerida@anaissance era
is for the researcher to become sufficiently wetjwainted with the cultural and architectural higtof the era to be
able not only to interpret a particular buildinghin its broader architectural and historical cahtbut also to show
that the building makes a significant and singstatement about that context. In order to be nalipn
“significant,” a historic building must “signify” aneaningful aspect of American history. It a seitsgust “tell a
story” that substantially enriches or elucidatés@ader national historical narrative. A carefuhsideration of the
architectural character and history of the Misgigs5tate Capitol within the context of the arcbitee of the
United States from the 1890s through the 1910satevhat the building does, indeed, make a sigaiti@and
singular statement about academic Classicism attheof the twentieth century.

The architectural significance of the Mississippi fte Capitol

The Mississippi State Capitol building is an exaamlly well designed, well executed, and well preed example
of American Renaissance architecture, combiningraeptionally fine Neoclassical Revival exteriotiwan

interior that in its organization, spatial arrangens, materials, and finishes beautifully expresisesdeals of

Beaux Arts Classicism. It is notable not only foe uality of its design and workmanship, but &sdhe degree to
which it expresses a single, coherent architectxptession, designed bymmglearchitect and constructed entirely
within asinglethree-year program of construction, having beenmeted before any of the other American
Renaissance capitols. Moreover, it retains a reafdykhigh degree of integrity from its period ofnstruction in all
respects: location, design, setting, materialskmamnship, feeling, and association.

But what is most significant about this magnificbnilding is that it is a clear and powerful staggrnthat
American Renaissance Classicism wamtonalmovement — indeed, THE national “style” of arcbitee for
American public buildings at the beginning of theshtieth century — and not simply a regional phesioom limited
to the urban centers of the Northeast. Americarai®sance Classicism did not capture the nationadination
because a few fine examples were built in Bostaw Nork, or Philadelphia, but, to a great exteetduse it was
expressed nationally and internationally in a hyghiible and widely accessible manner at sevaratrmously
popular world's fairs, most notably the World's @nbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, the TranssWisippi
Exposition in Omaha in 1898, and the Louisiana Rase Exposition in St. Louis in 1904. It was inséh@laces that
American Renaissance Classicism was embraced byntiegican public as the national style for monuraént
architecture. In an age of eclecticism, when mawagrde styles were all in vogue at the same timee#can
Renaissance Classicism was, without question th@rdmt architectural style for public and institutal buildings
— for capitols, courthouses, post offices, citydhyahuseums, libraries, public auditoriums, miltanemorials,
college buildings, public schools, railroad stasiobanks, and even many churches and synagoghesughout the
United States; and its most prominent and most éetegxpressions were the state capitols of thadgbe It is this
adoption of American Renaissance Classicism outsfidlee urban centers of the Northeast, underrifieaénce of
the world's fairs that the Mississippi State Cdptpresses most vividly.

At the time the Mississippi State Capitol was hiMississippi was a poor state, its economy séippehdent to a
large degree on the production of cotton, thougbsfiny had also become very important. It was § waral state,
with only a few small cities. The largest and mogtortant were Vicksburg, with a population of 1348n 1900,
and Meridian, with population of 14,050 in that gelckson, the capital city, was scarcely halif thize, with a
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population in 1900 of only 7,816. One advantag&sat did have was transportation. Jackson was bne o
Mississippi’s railroad hubs, and because of the@na broad and growing network of railroads, Jacks/as linked
by rail to other cities throughout the United S¢a®f particular importance to Jackson was thedls Central
Railroad, for the city was located on its main hesbuth line between Chicago and New Orleans.

It is preciselybecausehis magnificent building was built in what wagtha very small capital city in an
economically-challenged state in the Deep Soufls, flekan 40 years after it was economically, sogiathd
physically devastated by the Civil War, that thesdi$sippi State Capitol is nationally significaBecause it was
built whereit was built (in small, remote, and provincial Ksan, Mississippi)whenit was built (1901-03)by
whomit was built (a very prominent St. Louis architaod a leading Chicago construction company, usihglass
from Chicago, structural steel from New York, lirteee shipped by rail from Indiana, and marble froemy
sources), it makes a singular statement aboutthetmonumental architecture of the United Statésdren the
1890s and the 1910s and the historical contextiicinit was built.

Although not one of the pioneering works of acade@lassicism from the 1890s, the Mississippi SGpitol was
nonetheless squarely in the forefront of the mowvem&he construction of Mississippi Capitol presththe
completion of many of the most notable examplescaidemic Classical Revival architecture in the éthbtates,
including the New York Public Library (1902-11), & Central Station (1903-13), Madison Square Rteshn
Church (1906), and Pennsylvania Station (1906+10eéw York City; Roosevelt Hall of the National Waollege
(1903-07), Union Station (1903-08), the National9dum of Natural History (1904-11), the Cannon HdDffece
Building (1905-08), the Russell Senate Office Buigd(1905-08), the Lincoln Memorial (1912-22), ahé U.S.
Supreme Court Building (1929-35) in Washington, D@ty Hall in San Franciso (1912-15); and the onaj
Neoclassical works of John Russell Pope. The mgldiso predated the construction of other landreagimples of
academic Classical architecture in the Deep Sauthyding former U.S. Post Office and Custom Ho(rsew City
Hall) (1905-08) in Biloxi; the Louisiana Supremew€oBuilding (1907-09) and the Old Post Office (49in New
Orleans; and the Shelby County Courthouse in Mesi809).

A particularly notable aspect of the Mississipmt8tCapitol is its exceptionally fine and diverseag of
architectural glass, made by the firm of noted @péacartisan and designer Louis J. Millet. A compredive study
of the work of Millet and his associates has ndthyeen done, so the glasswork of the MississippitGbacannot yet
be assessed within a sufficiently well developeatext, but it is noteworthy that the building cangaimportant
examples of the artistry of Millet and his firm.

Comparison with other state capitols from the 1890through the 1910s

Henry-Russell Hitchcock and William Seale,Tiamples of Democracy: The State Capitols of theAJ.®Beir
important and often-cited study of the history ehérica’s state capitols, separate the classicaipited capitol
buildings of the late nineteenth and early twehtnturies into two groups: those that were lgrbeilt before
1890, which they refer to as the “Gilded Age” calsit and those that were built from the 1890s thhotlne 1920s,
which they characterize as “Monuments of the AnaariRenaissance.” As discussed earlier in this deotinthe
“Gilded Age” capitols were generally characteribgdcomposition and detailing influenced by the Hightorian
Italianate, French Second Empire, and French Resmade styles, and they tended to have a distimttake
emphasis, often expressed by tall, slender windattsnuated columns, and domes raised upon tafpoptionally
slender drums, which in several instances wereistieifed. Included in this group are the capitdi¥ansas (1866-
1903), lllinois (1868-88), lowa (1871-86), MichigétB872-78), Indiana (1878-88), Texas (1882-88) (NH286),
Colorado (1886-1908), and Wyoming (1887-88 and 188%nlarged 1915-1917) (NHL, 1987 Hitchcock and
Seale also include the Georgia capitol (1884-8%)1(N1973) in this group, despite the more acadeltyi€assical
character of its exterior: “... In the context of @sunterparts in other states, Atlanta’s statehasseadvanced in
design in a certain superficial sense. Its extesimwed a definite tendency toward the academissiism still to
come. The interior, however, was drab and utiktarxcept for the galleried light-court$®

127 The design and construction of these capitaiitishcock and Seal&@,emples of Democracpp. 126-129.
128 Hitchcock and Seal@emples of Democracpp. 168-175.
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The “American Renaissance” capitol buildings, bfiitm the 1890s through the 1920s, are charactebyea much
more “correct” academic Classicism. The compositibthese buildings shows a strong Beaux Arts aggitdo
design, but their detailing tends to be more e>xgivesof the restrained and austere classicismeoN#oclassical
Revival than of the more elaborate and ornamerdgall® Arts “style.”

The academic Classicism of the American RenaissBist@appeared in the urban centers of the Noghdae first
state capitol to express this new approach to {€ssrchitecture was the Rhode Island State H{L882-1904).
Designed by McKim, Mead & White, one of the mostgirgious and respected architectural firms inctientry at
that time, this building was very highly regarded énfluential, serving as an exemplar for manyeottapitol
buildings. However, it does not itself represenembody thespreadof American Renaissance Classicism outside
of the urbanized Northeastern states and its aglopttionally as the accepted style for public éecture.

The second of the American Renaissance capitdie thesigned, and the first to be started afte¥\tbed'’s
Columbian Exposition, was the Minnesota State ©@af1i896-1905) (Cass Gilbert, architect). This \wwasther
very significant and highly influential buildingnd it exemplifies the spread of academic Classi¢sprosperous
cities of the upper Midwest. (At the end of theatgenth century St. Paul, with a population of @63,in 1900,
was a vastly larger city than Jackson, which hadulation of only 7,816.)

The importance of these two buildings was summebyugditchcock and Seale ifemples of Democracy

The Capitols of Minnesota and Rhode Island weré bompleted in the first decade of the
twentieth century. They became important modelstviniere never really copied, but which
loomed behind every other project off that kind dowhole generation. If any American capitols
ever represented the high style of their periois, hese twd?°

It is interesting to note that the Mississippi ¢appibegun in 1901 and completed in 1903, waslimibeforethe
Rhode Island and Minnesota capitols were completed.

At the same time that the Minnesota capitol waseudnstruction, a state capitol was being builtMontana
(1896-1902; enlarged 1909-12) (Charles E. Bell ikt Kent, of Helena, original architects). Althtuglassical in
design, it is rather austere, and its architectuméty was altered when it was substantially erddrgiving it a
sprawling nine-part facade.

The building most comparable to the Mississippié&S@apitol in many respects is the Arkansas Statst@l (1899-
1915). Although begun one year before the Miss@siapitol, it was not completed until twelve yeafter it. The
initial designer and original architect of the Anlsas State Capitol was George R. Mann, of St. Lélésvas
dismissed from the project in 1909, and Cass Gillaechitect of the Minnesota State Capitol, wdsseqguently
hired to complete the building. The building thereflacks the architectural unity seen in the Miipipi capitol.
This is especially evident in the dome. Mann’s dediad incorporated a dome based on the dome Beg&it’s
Basilica, but the dome that was finally built wasidined by Gilbert. It has an encircling peristife the dome of
the Mississippi capitol, but it has unfluted looimumns, reflecting the columns of the facade lnihg the

building a more austere character. The portichhefArkansas capitol is smaller and more restraihad the portico
of the Mississippi capitol, and does not have dpged tympanum. The most notable architecturakdéifice is that
the body of the building is rectilinear on all faides, with a portico at each end, where the Igk§spi capitol has a
peristyle apse at each end.

About a year after construction began on the Mégss capitol, work was started on the Pennsylv&iae Capitol
(1902-06) (NHL, 2006). This building is an exceptdly fine example of Beaux Arts Classicism, ang ibcated
within an elegantly composed complex expressing#sthetic of the City Beautiful movemétttin its grandeur,
however, it tells a very different story than i&itby the Mississippi capitol. Built as the capitdla wealthy,
populous Northeastern state, in a region rich afgssional architects, skilled artists and artisansl highly

129 Hitchcock and Seal&@emples of Democragp. 218.
830 y.s. Department of the Interior, National Parkv@=, National Historic Landmark Nomination, Peylrania State Capitol
Complex, Harrisonburg, Pennsylvania (Septembef42p
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capable building contractors and craftsmen, it espes the highest achievements of American Renaissa
architecture, but, like the Rhode Island state bpitgloes not in itself exemplify the widespreadgtion of
academic Classicism as a truly national movement.

The Idaho State Capitol (1905-20, Tourtellotte &hituel) is similar to the Mississippi capitol in @schitectural
character and in its historical context. Indeeeyds built in a city even smaller than Jacksoneweh further
moved from the centers of development of Americand®ssance architecture in the Northeast. (Thelptipn of
Boise, Idaho, in 1900 was only 5,957.) It was bhiiwever, somewhat later than the Mississippitoamnd its
supervisory commission regarded Mississippi’s cagis a model for the design of their own buildtig The
Idaho capitol was built in two phases, the ceritatk in 1905-12 and the wings in 1919-21, sooit, facks the
architectural unity of the Mississippi capitol.

The Kentucky State Capitol (1905-09, Frank Millsdkews, architect) and the South Dakota State Caiig®7-
10, Charles Emlen Bell, architect) are both notélmoexamples of American Renaissance state housesthe
Mississippi capitol, each of these buildings waitlwithin a short span of years under the dirattid a single
architect, but they were built slightly later, hagibeen started after the completion of the Miggisduilding, and
the historic contexts of their construction ardediént. Although they, too, embody the nationwidegtion of
academic Classicism during this period, they doilhstrate this as clearly or as powerfully as Mississippi
capitol.

The Wisconsin State Capitol (NHL, 2001), built frd®06 to 1917, is comparable in many respectseaaipitols
of Minnesota in the Midwest and Pennsylvania inNloetheast, in terms of both its architectural eleter and its
historic context. Its national significance, howevs derived as much from its close associatiai wie La Follette
family and the Progressive Movement as from ithiéecture.

The capitols of Utah (1912-15), Missouri (1913-1ah)d Oklahoma (1914-17) were all begun severakyafier the
completion of the Mississippi capitol, by which #@rthe use of academic Classicism for state capititddings was
well established. The Washington Legislative Buitf{1922-28) and the West Virginia State Capit824-32)
were begun even later, after the end of World Waheir architectural and historical context isrtfere different
from the capitol buildings erected earlier in tleatuiry.

All of the state capitol buildings erected betwées 1890s and the 1920s are major governmentalibgd
expressing the academic Classicism of the Amefimmaissance, and all of them can be viewed sujsifias
examples of Beaux Arts-influenced domed capitoldings; but each has its own individual charactet each has
its own story. Of all of these buildings, the stedgitol that most vividly expresses, in a singldding, boththe
fully-expressed architectural character of BeautsAnfluenced Classicism, as interpreted by a siagthitectand
the popular adoption of academic Classicism througthe United States as a national architectuoalement at
the turn of the twentieth century is the MississiBtate Capitol.

Some persons and firms involved with constructionfadhe Capitol 1900-1903
Theodore C. Link, of St. Louis, architect

The architect of the Mississippi State Capitol iAsodore Carl Link (1850-1923) of St. Louis, Misd0i native
of Heidelberg, Germany, Link studied architectund angineering in Parig? before immigrating to the United
States in 1870. He settled in St. Louis and resilerk for most of his life, though he also workeidfly in

181 «About the History of Idaho’s Capitol,” a brocteupublished by the Idaho Capitol Commission, viewedine on October
7, 2013 ywww.capitolcommission.idaho.gov/.../idaho_capitastory brochurg.

132 There is some disagreement among various publisterces as to which of the major architecturdlemgineering schools
in Paris Link attended, but according to a biogregltsketch irThe National Cyclopedia of American Biographglume 12
(New York: James T. White & Company, 1904), p. 184 several other contemporary sources, he atldhdeEcole des
Arts et Metiers. It is sometimes incorrectly assgthat Link attended the Ecole des Beaux-Artsthmitis an error that is
probably derived, in many instances, from an ineateubiographical sketch of Link that was publishe#ienry F. Withey
and Elise Rathburn WitheRiographical Dictionary of American Architects (Beased)Los Angeles: Hennessey and
Ingalls, 1970; originally published 1956), pp. 3334.
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Pittsburgh and in New York. He had ties to Misgipsi however, though his wife, Annie C. Fuller, windne
married in 1875. Annie Fuller Link’s uncle SylvasiEmory Cary was a prominent resident of Holly 8psi,
Mississippi. Link and his wife visited Holly Spriagn several occasions and Link carried out sevaadrtant
architectural projects therg?

Link worked in partnership with Edward CameronlSiuis in 1891. He worked with Alfred Rosenheim and
William B. Ittner from 1894 to 1896 and in partn@pswith Rosenheim from 1896 to 1898. From 189891 he
practiced independently. In 1911 he formed a pastrip with his son Karl, who died in 1913. Linkapticed in
partnership with Wilbur Trueblood from 1915 untiéfown death in 1925

Link was an exceptionally versatile architect, wogkskillfully on a variety of building types andrdscapes,
including churches, governmental buildings, exflpithalls, collegiate buildings and college camplass,
hospitals, power plants, commercial buildingsroatl depots, YMCA buildings, public parks, and nuos
private residences. These designs spanned a veeyramge of architectural styles. His religiouddings included
several different modes of Gothic and Romanescelgtacture as well as Neoclassical Revival. Higdlestial
works spanned the Queen Anne, Shingle Style, Rislasian Romanesque, Tudor Revival, Colonial Reyival
Neoclassical Revival, and Renaissance Revivalstae well as combinations of styles and more iddadistic
designs, many showing a Prairie Style influencea. dffice buildings were generally in the Chicaga®oercial
Style, expressing a confident use of steel franmsicoction. Several of his designs, including thé&Pe of Mines
and Metallurgy at the St. Louis World's Fair of #Q@vere in a free and imaginative style which Liminself called
“Secession” in reference to the Vienna Secessiondvient. His last designs, for Louisiana State Usityg were
in a freely-interpreted Italian Renaissance style.

The most widely recognized and acclaimed of Link&gks in his own lifetime was Union Station in Bauis
(1891-94), and it remains his most recognized athaned building, having been designated a Natibligtoric
Landmark in 1970 as “the country's finest survivin@mple of the High Victorian picturesque eclestide as
applied to railroad stations in the 19th century.”

Another of Link’'s most prominent buildings was fabash Terminal in Pittsburgh (1903-04), a lavigtaix-Arts
building that was part railroad station and paghhiise office building. Other railroad buildingsluded Union
Station in Little Rock, Arkansas (1907 and 1920-@dational Register), and depots for the Wabaslkréad in
Missouri, lllinois and Ohio. Link’s religious workacluded Lindell Avenue Methodist Episcopal Chuicltst.
Louis (1896-97; later relocated and rebuilt), Sedamuth Temple in St. Louis (1897; not extant)sHiRresbyterian
Church in Alton, lllinois (1897), Second Presbya@riChurch in St. Louis (1899-1900) (National Rexist975), St.
John’s Methodist Church in St. Louis (1901-03)ttie Holy Corners Historic District, National Regist1975), and
Niedringhaus Memorial Methodist Church in GraniigyQllinois (1906). Link prepared master campuans for
Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginand Louisiana State University in Baton Rougmyjitiana.
Among his many collegiate buildings are severaldings at Monticello Seminary (now Lewis and Clark
Community College), Godfrey, lllinois (1899); thelHof Science at Westminster College, Fulton, Mis$(1901);
the Mississippi Synodical College Building in HoBprings, Mississippi (1903); Reid Hall at Washorgand Lee
University (1904); several buildings at the Univgref Mississippi, Mississippi State University,id8issippi
University for Women, and the University of Southédississippi (1920-21); and several buildings atiisiana
State University (1922-23), including the Memofiawer. (Many of these buildings are listed on traidhal
Register either individually or as parts of histadistricts.) The Mississippi State Capitol wask’énmost
prominent governmental building, but he also sutadia proposed design for the Idaho State Cafpitdl905,
which ranked second place in the design competitidand in 1912 he submitted a proposed design for the
Missouri State Capitol; and he served as a conguliathe Arkansas State Capitol. In addition, ésighed the
Madison County Courthouse in Fredericktown, Miss@L899) (National Register) and directed the rextimn of
the Old Mississippi State Capitol (National Histokiandmark) in 1916-17.

133 Information provided by Gary Tetley of St. Louldissouri.

134 Information provided by Gary Tetley of St. Louldissouri.

135 «About the History of Idaho’s Capitol,” a brocheupublished by the Idaho Capitol Commission, piewved on-line on
October 7, 2013ww.capitolcommission.idaho.gov/.../idaho_capitastbry brochure.
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In 1920, the Mississippi Legislature establishezl $itate Bond Improvement Commission to oversee the
expenditure of funds generated from a state boagrpm for construction and improvement of numesiate-
owned properties throughout Mississippi. Impredsgd@heodore Link from his work as architect of treaw
Capitol, and more recently as architect for thevation of the Old Capitol, the Senate Finance Cdtemhired
him to conduct a survey of needs and estimate sitdor the Bond Improvement program, and subsetyute
Bond Improvement Commission hired him to work fithe as its supervising architect. In this positibae was
responsible for overseeing all the construction rapair work authorized by the Commission, andihms, Link
and Trueblood, was designated to design all oh#we buildings to be constructed under the progréma.
Commission was lavish in their praise of Link amslJork, writing, in their first report to the Lesjature:

Mr. Link was known to us as a man of national rapah in his profession. For nearly twenty
years his name has been associated with the erexdttbe new capitol of our State. Only recently
we had seen monumental expression of his abilitthe preservation, along intensely practical
lines, of the Old Capitol. ... Mr. Link made no agliion for this position. We selected him on
our own initiative, and solely because, in the eiser of our best efforts to reach a wise decision
having only the interest of the state in mind &reed best for us to do so. His selection does not
warrant any inference or conclusion which wouldhia slightest degree reflect upon the character
of any other architect. It simply means that far garticular situation which confronted us, we felt
that we could use his services probably to bettgeaatage than we could those of any other man
who was available to us. And we do not consideniiplation of the proprieties to say here that
Mr. Link has fully measured up to our expectatidis.has complied with the spirit, no less than
the letter, of his contract. He is a man of broeibn, of deep sympathies, and of infinite patience
He has given to the State, though this work, tret that it has been his to give. He has given up
his residence in St. Louis, and has devoted hiseetine and thought to the problems of your

Commission?%®

When contrasted with the volatile and contentiaiations that have existed between many governingrtdpgct
commissions and their architects, this is highgeandeed!

After the majority of the architectural work forettstate Bond Improvement Commission was well undgywo
longer needing his direct supervision, Link todkave of absence from that position in 1922 in ptdenove to
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to design the overall jpladh original buildings for the new campus of Loais State
University.**” While he was in Baton Rouge, he died on NovemBed 823, after a brief illness, at the age of*#3.
Following his death, the State Bond Improvement @iggion, in their final report to the Legislatureli924, said
of him, “...He was a great architect; a great arisgentleman in the truest sense of the term; alevated and
loyal friend. His attachment to Mississippi, to aiihe referred as his adopted State, was bothatekpincere.”
Link was so highly regarded in Mississippi thaeahis death the Legislature adopted a ConcurreabRtion
officially expressing its sorrow’

Theodore Link is generally not mentioned in thedarpublished architectural histories. There mageeral
reasons for that. One reason is that Link was matl@micist or a theoretician. Unlike some othel waown
architects of his time, he did not write books @gsing his architectural ideas. He was focuseth®mreation of
well-designed and well-constructed buildings ttadis$ied his clients. A second reason he is notemadely
recognized is that Link practiced out of St. Loustead of one of the major cities of the Northess his work was
not, and is not today, as visible to East Coas¢daschitectural historians and architectural comtaters, who
have therefore tended to regard Link as being ohfyegional” prominence. A third reason for higkeof national
recognition may have been Link’s very versatiliseif: he was so good at so many different thihgs he has not

136 Mississippi State Bond Improvement Commissiginst Report of the State Bond Improvement Comomigdio22), pp. 8-9.
137 Mississippi State Bond Improvement Commissiginal Report of the State Bond Improvement Comomgdi924), p. 14.
138 3. Michael Desmondhe Architecture of LS(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Pres&32(p. 40; andrinal
Report of the State Bond Improvement Commiq4ieg4), p. 14.

Mississippi Senat&enate Journa|1924), index, p. 2209, a xerographic copy of Wwhglocated in the Subject file, “Link,
Theodore,” Mississippi Department of Archives aridtéry.
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been considered exceptional in any one area ofazation, except to some extent as a designeaisbad
stations, largely on account of his design of Uriéation in St. Louis, even though he was by noma@aspecialist
in railroad architecture.

To regard Union Station as the best example of'kimlork may perhaps not reflect a clear understamdrf either
the range of Link’s work or of the history of Uni@tation itself. As Paul Clifford Larson notesTihe Spirit of H.H.
Richardson on the Midland Prairiekink produced the Union Station in partnershipmidward Cameron, who
had worked in Richardson’s office, and it is difficto say how much of its design is attributatd€ameron.
Larson writes:

...[Alfter Richardson’s death, Cameron returned [fr@imnicago] to his hometown of St. Louis and
by 1891 had formed a partnership with the risirchéiect Theodore Link. Their dissociation in
1894 and Cameron’s untimely death four years la®e obscured Cameron'’s rightful recognition
as co-architect of the Union Station in St. Louisone of the crowning achievements of the brief
Richardsonian era in American architecttife.

The wide diversity of types of building designedlbgk, and the very wide variety of their archite! styles,
show that that he was an exceptionally versatitetatented architect. He was a consummate Eclectio age of
Eclecticism, and one single building (even oneaale and widely recognized as Union Station irL8tis)
cannot express the variety and technical skillisfdork. To appreciate the masterful eclecticisnhiok, one must
consider any one of his buildings within the braactentext of the wide range of his works. In temhés scale, its
complexity, its manner of construction, and its tegsof detail, the Mississippi State Capitol candonsidered to
be one of Link’s greatest works.

Bernard R. Green, of Washington, D.C., design sieleconsultant

Bernard Richardson Green (1843-1914) was a prorhgziehengineer most noted for his work as the
superintendent of construction for the Library @n@ress (now called the Thomas Jefferson Buildimg)
Washington, D.C., which was begun in 1890 and ceteplin 1897 (NHL, 1965). He was also involvedhe t
construction of the State, War, and Navy Buildileggr known as the Old Executive Office Buildingwcalled
the Eisenhower Executive Office Building) (NHL, 1197as an assistant to Colonel (later Brigadier Gdph&homas
Lincoln Casey (1831-1896), who directed the lateages of its construction from 1877 to 1888. Gidso worked
with Casey on the completion of the Washington Muant from 1879 to 1885

Green served a brief but very important role asuattant to the State House Commission in the selecf the
architect for the Capitol and in making recommeiuttest for changes to the proposed design, which were
incorporated into the final design.

On May 18, 1900, the Mississippi State House Corsimis faced with the difficult task of selecting architect for
the Capitol building from the numerous architectoviad submitted proposed designs, adopted a tiesolu
authorizing the president of the commission “to EpMr. Bernard Green, builder of the Congressidifabry
building at Washington, D.C., to come to Jacksath @t with this commission in examining the pland a
specifications for a New Capitol building®? On June 7,1900, Green met with the commissioadksbn and
“entered upon the discharge of his dutié®On June 11 he made a report to the commissiongivis evaluation
of the submitted plans. He recommended the seteofithe architect of Design No. 5, which was theppsed plan
submitted by Theodore Link. He made some positoraraents about Design No. 8 (which had been sulxuirtiye
George R. Mann) and Design No. 13 (which had babmgted by G.W. Bunting, of Indianapolis, Indianbit

140 paul Clifford Larson, “H.H. Richardson Goes Wégte Rise and Fall of an Eastern Star,Tire Spirit of H.H. Richardson
on the Midland Prairies: Regional Transformatiorfsam Architectural StylePaul Clifford Larson, editor (Ames., lowa:
University of lowa Press, 1988), p. 27.

141 «Green, Bernard RichardsorThe 28" Century Biography of Notable Americawsl. 4, p. 387.

142 Mississippi, State House Commissitinutes p. 17 (Official Records Series 637, in the cdltets of the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History)

143 Mississippi, State House Commissitfinutes p. 18.
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was dismissive of the other desigftGreen also made some recommendations for the iraprent of Design No.
5, which Link subsequently incorporated into higfidesign. These recommendations included thesionisf the
tower shown in the original design, the additioranfattic story, the inclusion of floor glazingthe upper corridors
to provide illumination down to the first story color, and the placement of a basement entrand¢enafporte
cocherelocated under the front step%.

The span of time of Green’s involvement with thside of the Capitol was very brief, but his contitibn, in
selecting Link’s proposed design and in making nec@ndations for its improvement, was of great ingrure to
the success of the project.

From 1901 to 1906 Bernard R. Green served as fherisendent of construction for the Pennsylvani&esCapitol
(NHL, 2013)**® He was also the superintendent of constructionhieNational Museum of Natural History
(originally called the United States National Musgua part of the Smithsonian Institution, in Wasfton, D.C.
(1904-1911, Hornblower & Marshall, architect$)Green was widely recognized as a leading authoritthe
design of libraries and library shelving systems1908 the Snead and Company Iron Works of Jerggy Xew
Jersey, published a book describing the librargistystem devised by Green and citing numerouarigs where
the system had been installed. The book was reeisddeissued, under a slightly different title1811'*® Green
served as a consultant for the library stacksHerNew York Public Library, designed by Carréere atagtings and
completed in 1913*° Bernard R. Green died in 1914 and is buried@bngressional Cemetery in Washington.

W.A. and A.E. Wells, of Chicago, general contrastor

The firm of W.A. and A.E. Wells, of Chicago, wadesged as the general construction contractorthiiCapitol on
December 13, 1908° The contract was signed on December 18, to beedimetive on January 1, 1901. The State
House Commission voted on August 20, 1903, to adbepcompleted building from the contractdrs.

The firm was established in 1880 as partnershipdsert Warren Ayer Wells (1830-1899) and his eldest s
Addison E. Wells (1856-1933). During the 1890s¢bepany was very active in the construction oflsftegne
buildings in Chicago, erecting many of the city’ajor commercial buildings, including the Ayer Build (1899,
Holabird & Roche, architects) (National RegistéfABS), the Cable Building (1899, Holabird & Roclchitects)
(not extant) (HABS), and the Fine Arts Building {8¢baker Building) (1885 and 1898, Solon S. Bemon,
architect)!® They also erected buildings in St. Louis, Detraitd Duluth!*?

144
145

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes pp. 19-26.

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes pp. 23-24.

146 The State Capitol of Pennsylvarfidarrisburg, Pa.: The Telegraph Printing Compd9@6), pp. 86, 91-92. (The National
Historic Landmark nomination for the Pennsylvaniat& Capitol Complex does not mention Green’s imalent with that
capitol building.)

Richard RathburA Descriptive Account of the Building Recently Ezddor the Departments of Natural History of the
United States National Museufd.S. Government Printing Office, 1913), pp. 13; &nd Smithsonian Institution, Archives,
Index listing for “United States National Museunup®rintendent of Construction for the United Stddational Museum
Building, Records, 1903-1911" (Smithsonian InstdatArchives record unit 81 [RU000081]).
http://siarchives.si.edu/collections/siris_arc_28%6

Snead and Company Iron WorBxok Stack and Shelving for Libraries, Designed@bgnard R. GreerfJersey City, N.J.,
1908), and Snead and Company Iron Woklisrary Planning, Bookstacks and Shelvi@grsey City, N.J., 1911).

149 «yndertaking Its Destruction, The Wall Street Journabn-line edition (December 3, 2012),
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB100014241 27/3838751104578151653883688578, cited in ELMALVANEY
[pseud.], “Mississippi’'s Connection to the New Xd@tublic Library,” Preservation in Mississipgdanuary 3, 2013),
http://misspreservation.com/2013/01/03/mississkgpisnection-to-the-new-york-public-library/

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes p. 184.

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes pp. 586.

That these buildings were constructed by the Gfiw.A. and A.E. Wells is documentedAnHistory of the City of Chicago,
Its Men and Institution§Chicago: Inter Ocean, 1900), p. 307.

3 A History of the City of Chicago, Its Men and Ingibns p. 307.

147
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Following the death of W.A. Wells in 1899, the fimas reorganized in 1901 as the Wells Brothers Gamyppwith
A.E. Wells as president, in partnership with arsltiriothers Fred Amasa Wells (1859-1922) and Judilddls
(1865-1946). Although the firm used the name “W8Bltethers Company” during most of the time that the
Mississippi State Capitol was under constructibe, minutes of the State House Commission indidetethe
Commission (desiring consistency in the financ@daunts and other public records) insisted thatfathe firm’s
communication with the State in connection with @sgitol contract be submitted using the name “Varid A.E.
Wells” instead of “Wells Brothers®®* The Commission minutes show that Judd E. Wellstha®n-site
representative of the company, for business pugy83although the supervisor of construction for thenpany
was Theodore H. Schlader.

An advertisement published in 1902 identifies tinm fas “Wells Brothers Company, successors to V& A.E.
Wells, General Building Construction,” with offices Chicago, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Jacksxirihe
Mississippi State Capitol Buildind}® Major works finished by the firm after the comiet of the Mississippi State
Capitol included the Chicago Building (Chicago 3@ Bank Building) (1904, Holabird & Roche, archit
(National Register) and the Republic Building (19B®labird & Roche, architects) (not extant) (HABS)
Chicago, and the Belvidere Hotel (1903, Parker &hhe, architects) (National Register) in Baltimdrke brothers
also established a separate firm, Wells Brothersizmy of New York, with F.A. Wells as presidentidtelated
firm erected numerous prominent buildings in Newky@ity and major buildings in Syracuse and Philpdia.

Louis J. Millet, subcontractor for art glass

The original stained glass and other decorativesglark in the Capitol was executed by the firm ofils J. Millet
of Chicago. However, because he was a subcontrcWtA. and A.E. Wells, rather than working dilgdor the
State House Commission, there are few documentanrds of his involvement.

Louis J. Millet (1856-1923) was a noted designeat decorative artist specializing in stained gldsaative of New
York, he attended the Ecole des Beaux-Arts andtimde des Arts Decoratifs in Paris before settin@hicago,
where he and George Healy established an archigéctecorative arts firm. Healy and Millet workeldsely with
the architect Louis Sullivan in creating the intesi of the Auditorium Building (18895’ (NHL, 1975) and the
Kehilath Anshe Ma’ariv Synagogue (Pilgrim Baptistu€ch) (1890-91)°®in Chicago. They also carried out
Sullivan’s stencil designs for the Chicago Stocktange Trading Room (1894). After the firm of He&llillet
was dissolved in 1899, Millet continued in praciicdependently as an architectural decorativetdrfig\fter the
completion of the Mississippi State Capitol, Millebrked with Sullivan in creating the interiorstbé National
Farmers Bank in Owatonna, Minnesota (1904-08) (NH176)'%° He also designed a notable stained glass window
for Second Presbyterian Church in Chicago (Natisfisioric Landmark, 2013 and worked with architect
George Washington Mayer on several buildings, iiclg the J.R. Watkins Company Administration Builgli
(1911-13) (National Register) in Winona, Minnesota.

1
1

u

4 Mississippi, State House Commissitdinutes p. 449.

Mississippi, State House Commissidfinutes pp. 215, 371.

156 An advertisement iA Catalogue of the Annual Exhibition of the Saiotils Architectural Cluk{St. Louis, 1902), p. 92.
Included in the exhibition was Link’s drawing oftimain elevation of the Mississippi State Cap#ol] a photograph of the
construction of the Capitol accompanied the adsentient by the Wells Brothers Company.

157 plice Sinkevitch, editorAIA Guide to ChicaggSan Diego and New York: Harcourt Brace & Co., 399p. 46-48.

1% ginkevitch, ed.AIA Guide to Chicagopp. 378-379.

159 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Parkv@®, National Historic Landmark Nomination, SeddPresbyterian

Church, Chicago, lllinois (September 4, 2012),4%47.

Lauren S. Weingarden, “The Colors of Nature: Isdsilllivan’s Architectural Polychromy and Ninetdeftentury Color

Theory,”Winterthur Portfolig 20:4 (Winter 1985), 258-259.

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Parkv8®, National Historic Landmark Nomination, SeddPresbyterian

Church, Chicago, lllinois (September 4, 2012),4%47.
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Robert P. Bringhurst, sculptor, designer of theipedt

Robert Porter Bringhurst (1855-1925) was a sculatat art teacher who worked in St. Louis. He exatgeveral
large sculptural works for the Trans-MississipppBsition (the Omaha World’s Fair) in 1898 and tliisiana
Purchase Exposition (the St. Louis World's Fairl804. His most recognized surviving works arebh@nze statue
of Ulysses S. Grant (1888), located on the growfidse City Hall in St. Louis, and his monumen&igah P.
Lovejoy (1897) in Alton, lllinois.

Bringhurst was the designer of the sculptural cositfmm in the tympanum of the front portico of thiéssissippi
State Capitol, but the work was largely carried lmpstone-carvers working from his model.

Wollaeger Manufacturing Company, contractor fortoosmade wood furniture

The Wollaeger Manufacturing Company of Milwaukeds®énsin, built the custom-made wood furnituretfor
Capitol, including the Speaker’s rostrum in the lof Representatives Chamber, the President’ sipoiti the
Senate Chamber, and the Justices’ bench in the®epCourt Chamber. According to an advertisemeat in
builders’ supply directory from 1912, the firm mdactured “special furniture and fixtures for bankffices and
public buildings in wood, marble, and bronze, exeddrom architects’ or our own designs.” They proed
“special work only; no stock goods.” Besides thesdiisippi State Capitol, the Wollaeger Manufacty@ompany
provided custom-made furniture for the Wisconsiat&Capitol (George B. Post & Sons, architects) Kantucky
State Capitol (Frank M. Andrews & Co., architecte Montana State Capitol (Bell & Kent, archit¢ctee
Washington State Capitol (W.A. Ritchie, architeat)d the Library of Congress (Bernard R. Greetedisis
architect), as well as numerous courthouses ankstthroughout the United Stat&3.

J.F. Barnes, superintendent of construction

John F. Barnes (1850-1919) was a building contragtm resided in Greenville, Mississippi, beforeving to
Jackson in 1901 to become superintendent of castitrufor the Mississippi State Capitol. In thigeaity he
served as the on-site agent for the State Houserssion, ensuring that the construction work waadpdone
according to the plans and specifications and pingi monthly reports to the commission on the pesgrof the
work. Before taking this position, he had beendbwetractor for numerous notable buildings in Misgipi,
including the Old Bolivar County Courthouse (188®Rosedale, the Washington County Courthouse (1891
Greenville, Temple Gemiluth Chassed (1891-92) irt Bibson, the Old First Presbyterian Church (182}4in
Jackson, and the Masonic Temple (1895) in BilofieAthe completion of the Mississippi State Calpite built
numerous prominent buildings in Jackson, includivegCowan Hotel (1905), the Pythian Castle (1906,
Carnegie Library at Millsaps College (1906-07) (eai which is extant), and several public schddls.

Some persons and firms involved with the Capitol ashits grounds, 1904-¢.1935

Belle Kinney, sculptor, designer of the Monumenttte Women of the Confederacy (1917)

Belle Kinney (1890-1959) was a sculptor noted farlironze statuary. Born in Nashville, she spenthedy years
in Tennessee and later worked in New York. In 1&7he age of 7, she won a youth sculpture cotmpetat the
Tennessee Centennial Exposition. She later attetidedrt Institute of Chicago, where she subseduestved as
an instructor. In 1921 she married Austrian-baulstor Leopold F. Scholz (1877-1946), and collabed with
him on several commission¥.

Besides the Monument to the Women of the Confegetraar major works include the bust of Colonel Riach
Owen in the Indiana Statehouse in Indianapolis 81.9the statue of Andrew Jackson in the UnitedeSt&tapitol

162 Building Trade CatalogéNew York: Associated Builders Catalog Co., 1988¢tion 43A, no. 3, viewed on Google Books.

163 Mississippi Department of Archives and Historystdric Preservation Division. Historic Resourcesdntory Database.
Artisan files.

164 pamela H. Simpson, “Belle KinneyThe Grove Encyclopedia of American Arblume 1, edited by Joan M. Marter (Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), p. 45
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(1927), the statue of John Sevier in the U.S. ©af931), the Victory sculpture at the Bronx Cout{orld War |
Memorial in New York (1933), and a bust of Admirdbert Gleaves at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapol
(1938)1°

In 1910, when Kinney was only 20 years old, heigies/ias selected by the United Confederate Vetexarike
recommended design for a monument to the Womelmeo€bnfederacy. The organization had intendedttieat
design be used for similar monuments throughoustingth, but only Mississippi and Tennessee ereot@timents
using her desig® The Mississippi monument was completed and unyéile1917, and the Tennessee monument
in 1926.

Theodore C. Link, supervising architect for thet&®ond Improvement Commission (1920-23)

Link’s second period of involvement with the Missjgpi State Capitol came when he served as thegajrg
architect for the State Bond Improvement Commis§iom 1920 until his death in 1923. In this posititie
supervised work on state-owned buildings througihigsissippi, and his firm designed new buildingseveral
state institutions, including the University of Mdissippi and the schools that would later becomesidsippi State
University, Mississippi University for Women, arfietUniversity of Southern Mississippi. Work at tbapitol that
was administered by the State Bond Improvement Gisgiam consisted of the installation of an eleatriower
converter, a new telephone switchboard, a new disgtilibution box, and other such mundane improveamedne
task carried out at the Capitol under this progreas the purchase and installation of the two f§s{positioned
in front of the building. These two flagstaffs reméoday as the only visible features associate hink’s second
period of involvement with the New Capitol. Aftebout August of 1922, Link’s association with thend
Improvement Commission was only nominal, for he tedetn a leave of absence from his position wittt #gency
to design the new campus of Louisiana State UrityeirsBaton Rouge, where he died on November 8231°’

Vinson B. Smith, Jr., architect for alterationgtie Governor’s Office (1930)

Vinson B. Smith, Jr. (1891-1964) was an architextda in Gulfport, Mississippi, who directed renamas to the
governor’s office suite in 1930, at the requesBofernor Theodore Bilbo.

His works included the G. B. Dantzler House in @alt (1924) (NR), the campus plan and several ®@btiiginal
buildings of the Mississippi State Hospital at Viibitl (1928-1930), the Administration Building aBa&nnett
Auditorium at what is now the University of SouthaMississippi (1928-29), and two public school&iulfport
(1934). Later in the 1930s he formed a partnerslitip Carl B. Olschner. Their firm oversaw the constion of the
(old) Pascagoula High School in Pascagoula, Miggigscompleted in 19382 In the late 1940s Smith worked in
partnership with John M. Lachin, *f*.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_____preliminary determination of individual listing@3FR 67) has been requested
X__previously listed in the National Register

_____previously determined eligible by the National Fsegy

_____designated a National Historic Landmark
X__recorded by Historic American Buildings SurveyM&191

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

_____State Historic Preservation Office
X__Other State agency
_____Federal agency
___Local government
_____University
_____ Other
Name of repository: Mississippi DepartmehArchives and History

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 042AC-0001 NR, ML

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property_11 acres

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longituderdamates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGSB84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: Longitude:
2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:
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SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Parcel 35-1 on Tax Map 688, in SE %, Sec. 3, TSN, RHinds County, Mississippi

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This is the entire parcel historically associatethhe property.

11.Form Prepared By

name/title: Richard J. Cawthon, consulting architead historian
organization:
street & number: P.O. Box 1108

city or town: Jackson agt: MS Zip code:__39215-1108

e-mail scribbler@bellsouth.net
telephone:_601-206-9295
date: October 31, 2013
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

* Maps: AUSGS mapor equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicatimg property's
location.

»  Sketch mapfor historic districts and properties having laeggeage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

* Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any addaiatems.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. Thedizach image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixats inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numb@cthat number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For siiiplithe name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the phopbdiy and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property:  Mississippi State Capitol

City or Vicinity: Jackson
County: Hinds State:  Mississippi
Photographer: Jennifer Baughn, Chief Architectttiatorian

Mississippi epment of Archives and History
Date Photographed: July 9 and 30, 2012

Description of Photograph(s) and number, includgedption of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 40. Exterior. North elevation. Camera faciogtbeast.

2 of 40. Exterior. North elevation. Camera faciogt$.

3 of 40. Exterior. North elevation. Camera facogith.

4 of 40. Exterior. North elevation detail. Cameaaifg south.
50f 40. Exterior. South elevation. Camera facinghno

6 of 40. Interior. Rotunda. Camera facing north.

7 of 40. Interior. Rotunda. Camera facing up.

8 of 40. Interior. House Chamber entrance. Canaariad west.
9 of 40. Interior .House Chamber. Camera facinghsast.

10 of 40. Interior. House Chamber. Camera facasg.e
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Name of Property

Hinds County
Mississippi

County and State

11 of 40.
12 of 40.
13 of 40.
14 of 40.
15 of 40.
16 of 40.
17 of 40.
18 of 40.
19 of 40.
20 of 40.
21 of 40.
22 of 40.

230f 40.

24 of 40.
25 of 40.
26 of 40.
27 of 40.
28 of 40.
29 of 40.
30 of 40.
31 of 40.
32 of 40.
33 of 40.
34 of 40.
35 of 40.
36 of 40.
37 of 40.
38 of 40.
39 of 40.
40 of 40.

Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.
Interior.

House Chamber. Camera facingtwe
House Chamber. Camera facing up
House Chamber. Camera facirgg. ea
Senate Chamber entrance. Cafaenag east.
Senate Chamber. Camera faciestw
Senate Chamber. Camera faeasg.

Senate Chamber. Camera facing u
Senate Chamber. Camera facing u
Senate Chamber. Camera facing u
Senate Chamber. Camera facorthn

Great Staircase. Camera faoimgh.

Great Staircase. Camera faoimgh.

Great Staircase. Camera faciogm

Great Staircase. Camera faoimgh.

Great Staircase, Fourth fla@amera facing north.

Great Staircase, Fourth flddamera facing southwest.

Stairs. Camera facing north.

Elevator. Camera facing north.

First Floor. Camera facing thavest.

Second floor corridor. Caméaeing west.

Second floor corridor. Cameaaifig west.

Third floor corridor. Cameracfng west.

Fourth floor corridor. Cameeing west.
Governor’s Office. Camera fageast.

Governor’s Office. Camera fagieast.

Governor’s Office floor detatamera facing down.
Supreme Court Chamber entra@eenera facing east.
Supreme Court Chamber. Camacin§ east.

State Library. Camera facingstve

UDC Reception Room. Camerarfgaiorth.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460

et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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