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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The physical appearance of the Champion Hill Battle-
field is much the same as it was on May 16, 1863, when the
opposing armies, of Grant and Pemberton, gathered to do battle.
This land is very hilly with thousands of gullies and many
deep ravines, flat plateaus and heavy woods. The pold, unpaved
deep-cut dirt roads are still in existence today and sbme are
still used. Unfortunately, the hotly contested crest of the
hill which carried the name of Champion Hill has been partially
excavated for gravel, which is in abundance in this area. Some
of the original houses are still in existence today, and the
sites of the ones no longer standing may be located by the
surviving cisterns.

The original Champion property is still retained by
the Champion family. The site of e Champion house is
occupied by the Champion Hill Chuyyh. The Roberts house,
which General John Pemberton used as his second headquarters is
still standing, but no longer is occupied. It has been changed
by the addition of a front room and another fireplace and
chimney. The cistern of the Roberts house shows deep cuts
around the top edge where ropes have worn grooves in the
brick.,

The Coker house, now the property of Adams Egg Farm,
is well preserved and until recently was occupied. It still
shows the scars of the battle., There are several holes in the
north side made by the six-pounders of Captain John Cowan's
Battery (Battery G, First Mississippi Light Artillery). All.
sides show the smaller holes made by minie balls. It was
near this site that General Lloyd Tilghman was killed while
personally sighting one of the field pieces. A stone marker
with a metal plaque notes the spot which is located on a
small hill and is surrounded by a metal railing.

"Hiawatha," a wood frame house, now the property of
Mr. C. C. Floyd, used as a Confederate hospital during the
battle, still stands and is in good condition. It is little
changed except for the connection of the kitchen, which was
originally separate from the main house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located about 4 miles southwest of Bolton and south
of the old Edwards road, is the site of the Battle of Champion
Hill, which was fought on May 16, 1863, from about 11:15 a.m.
until dark, and which played a crucial role in the Vicksburg,
MlSSlSSlppl, campaign. Strategically, this campaign and the
capture of Vicksburg were among the most decisive military
events of the Civil War, for Vicksburg was the funnel through
which supplies from the west were channeled to the Confederate
forces, '"Vicksburg is the key, and the war cannot be brought
to a successful conclusion until that key is in our pocket,"
said Lincoln.

The Battle of Champion Hill began at the present
Champion Hill Church and continued down old Jackson Road, over
the crest of the hill and past the crossroads of the old
Jackson Road, Ratliff Road and Middle Road, where the heaviest
fighting occurred, to the Raymond-Edwards Road (Highway 467).
On_the crest of this hill, Confederate General John C.
Pemberton s left wing was placed, facing east against the far
larger Union Army under General Ulysses S. Grant.

The occasion was momentous, Grant s forces were in
possession of Jackson and were mov1ng west toward Vicksburg.,
The three. divisions of Pemberton's army were trying frantically
to unite with General Joseph E. Johnston's army, which had just
evacuated the fortifications of Jackson. Grant had moved in
between Johnston's and Pemberton's armies.

South of the Champion house, Pemberton's army
stretched for three miles, 15,000 Confederates fighting
desperately to save Vlcksburg. One of the most brilliant
movements on either side was the charge of Colonel Francis M.
Cockrgll's brigade of Brigadier General John S. Bowen's
division, preparing the way for the advance of the Confederate
front to beyond the crest of the hill, Despite the hail of
shell, shot, grape and canister, the Missourians and
Arkansans were not slowed by this artillery fire and recaptured
the crest of Champion Hill. Among the booty falling to the
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Missourians, were two of the four guns captured from the Confed-
erates earlier in the day, along with the two guns of the 1l6th
Ohio Battery which had been rushed to hold the Confederate
advance, Many of the troops of Bowen had fired all 40 of the
rounds carried in their cartridge-boxes. Instead of abandoning
the field, they turmned to rifling the cartridge-~boxes of the dead
and wounded, both friend and foe. Some of the soldiers fired
between 75 and 90 rounds of ammunition during this fierce
engagement,

For some unknown reason, Major General Carter Stevenson
had ordered Bowen's ammunition train off the field. The
officers now informed the men that they must continue to drive
the enemy, even if it had to be done at the point of the bayonet,
Six~hundred yards beyond Bowen's advanced troops was the Champion
house, where the Union ordnance trains were parked. One of the
Missourians observed:

Once the enemy was driven so far back
before fresh forces were brought up,
that we were in sight of his ordnance
train, which was being turned and driven
back under whip. This could be seen
where our lines were advanced through

<
22
On
Qg‘
hh”TTTb
& =

the woods to the edge of a large field ; N ,35? N
in front, near which point was...the 1S N Y
Champion house. Though the force in SN > << A
front was vastly superior to ours, yet, \V?7hmmn’?é§3/
if the fortunes of the day had depended \dJQDJEW/’

upon the issue of the contest between

us, as victory thus far won, it might
still have remained upon our side-Grant's
centre was undoubtedly pierced.

As the Confederates broke out of the woods and were
climbing a rail fence, the cannoneers of Captain Samuel De
Golyer's 8th Michigan Battery opened fire. Shell after shell
was sent crashing into the milling Confederates. The heavy
fire from artillery and the fresh Union troops entering the
engagement proved too much for the practically unarmed Confed~
erates., The weight of the Federal forces, increased by fresh
divisions moving up from Raymond, compelled Pemberton to order
the withdrawal of his army across Baker's Creek into the town
of Edwards and across the Big Black River. Major General
William W. Loring decided to take his troops southeast around
the Union army to Crystal Springs.
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The Confederates suffered 381 killed, 1,018 wounded
and 2,441 missing. Twenty-seven pieces of artillery were left
on the field by the retreating Confederates, The Union forces
counted their losses at the end of the day as 410 killed, 1,844
wounded, 187 missing,

Grant's victory was the decisive stroke of the
campaign. The Confederates were scattered, and the Federals
wére rapidly nearing Vicksburg, their objective. The evening
after the Battle of Champion Hill, Grant received Major
General Henry Halleck's order sent five days earlier, telling
him on no account whatever to undertake such a campaign. Grant
could read the order with calmness; he had staked everything
and had won.,

Sound arguments have been given for calling the
Battle of Champion Hill the most important single engagement
of the Civil War., British military historian, Major General
J. F, C, Fuller, has written "The drums of Champion's [sic]
Hill sounded the doom of Richmond.". According to National Park
Service historian and Civil War authority, Edwin C. Bearss, the
47 day siege of Vicksburg was only an anti-climax to the decisive
battle of Champion Hill, which made the fall of Vicksburg
inevitable.,

9.

The War of Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies. Washington, D, C.:
Government Printing Office, 1889, Series 1, Vol. 24,

Part 2, Pp. 94, 108,
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