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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM
1.

Name of Property

historic name:
other names/site number:
2.

Porter House (previously identified as Porter Family Homestead)
(relocation and additional documentation)
Cedarwood

Location

street & number:
city or town:
state: Mississippi

233 North Oak Street
Raymond
code: MS

not for publication
county:

Hinds

code: 49

zip code: 39154

State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that
this X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set
forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria.
I recommend that this property be considered significant __ nationally __ statewide X locally. (__ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

. jo,

44

Date

Signature of certifying official
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property __ meets
sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau
4.

National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:
u"ent.ered in the National Register,
__ See continuation sheet.
__ determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain): ___________

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Date

See continuation

Porter House
5.
Classification
Ownership of Property: Private
Category of Property: Building

Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Number of Resources within Property:
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)
Contributing
1*

1*
Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Raymond and Vicinity MRA___________

6.

Function or Use

Historic Functions:
Domestic: single dwelling
Current Functions:
Domestic: single dwelling
Domestic: hotel
7.

Description

Architectural Classification(s):
Greek Revival
Materials:
foundation:
roof:
walls:
other

Brick and Sandstone
Wood shingles
Weatherboard

Narrative Description:
See Continuation Sheets

Noncontributing
1
buildings
sites
structures
objects
1
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
* The property consists of one previously-listed building
that is being re-listed after having been moved._____
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Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Narrative Description
The Porter House (previously listed on the National Register as the Porter Family Homestead) is a onestory vernacular Greek Revival galleried cottage with an older detached rear ell. The house was
originally located approximately three miles southeast of Raymond, Mississippi. At that location it was
listed on the National Register on July 15, 1986 as a part of the Raymond and Vicinity Multiple Resource
Area. In 2004 it was moved into the town of Raymond. This nomination is intended to provide
documentation of the house as it stands after having been moved and restored, so that it can be listed on
the National Register at its new location.
The Porter House was originally located on a rural tract approximately 300 acres in size, approximately
three miles southeast of its present site. The house had not been occupied as a full-time residence since
1947, and, by 2003, had deteriorated into a state of substantial disrepair. If left on its original site, the
house would undoubtedly fallen into ruin. The present owners acquired the house and determined to
move the house to a new site so that it could be preserved.
After receipt of preliminary approval to remove the house to a more suitable location, the house was
moved in two pieces to its new site at 233 North Oak Street in Raymond. The roof, porches and second
floor walls were removed and structural members were marked to aid in reassembly. The move was
completed in mid-October 2004. Then the restoration process was begun. Restoration of the house on
its new site was completed in September 2005. The restoration was approved by the National Park
Service for the Historic Preservation Tax Credit program.
The new location of the house was, from the 1840s through the time of the Battle of Raymond in 1863,
the site of a girls' boarding school referred to as the "Female Academy" or "Methodist Female
Seminary." Subsequent occupation had, however, disturbed the site, and there are no appreciable
archaeological remains at the site.
The Porter House technically consists of two separate structures that have been linked to function as a
single building. The rear porch of the front house is connected to the front porch of the rear structure to
for a continuous L-shaped porch.
The front house (ca. 1850), which now faces southeast, rests on brick piers and is 1 !4 story, woodframe, gable-roofed vernacular Greek Revival planter's cottage with a 5 bay wide full-width inset gallery.
It has side gables with brick chimneys and rests on brick piers. The front gallery is supported by six
wooden box columns with molded capitals, four of which are original and two are replications replacing
missing originals. Indications of the missing columns were present on the boxed porch beam. The front
gallery is enclosed by a replicated rail and balustrades replacing the missing originals, the ghost marks of
which were found on the original columns. The facade of the house is finished in horizontal tongue-andgroove hand-planed boards with a baseboard. The entrance, located in the front central bay, consists of
a single wooden 4-panel 8 foot door flanked by 8 pane sidelights and is a pedimented surround.
Pedimented lintels also cap the four front six over six walk-through jib windows.
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Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

The rear of the front house has one large original four-over-four window (in the cabinet room at the north
end) and a glassed-in porch across the remainder of the rear facade. The roofline of the rear of the front
house has a new shed dormer (with two one-over-one double hung windows) which accommodates the
added upstairs bathrooms. The southwest side of the house has two upstairs six over six (replacement)
windows flanking a chimney and one large original six-over-six window downstairs. The northeast side of
the front structure has two upstairs six-over-six (replacement) windows flanking a chimney and two large
original windows downstairs (one six-over-six and one four-over-four).
The original nomination for the National Register of Historic Places states that, "This house is
architecturally significant because it is the only example of a one-room deep, ante-bellum, Greek Revival
cottage in the surveyed area." The interior of the front structure consists of the one room deep
arrangement mentioned in the original nomination. Two large rooms (parlor on the east and dining room
on the west) flank a 12' wide center hall. Each of the primary downstairs rooms features a pair of walkthrough jib windows on the front, a large secondary side six-over-six window, and a fireplace with original
hand-planed pine mantle. Each downstairs room of the front house has the original heart pine floors,
original unpainted hand-planed heart pine ceilings and shouldered pediments on the doors and windows.
Interior walls in the front house are painted sheetrock over pine planks. Behind the parlor is a cabinet
room with two large four-over-four windows. The interior face of the entrance doorway is highlighted by
hand fabricated dentil work above the door. On the opposite end of the center hall is an opening flanked
by pilasters and topped by a six-paned transom which leads to the glass enclosed rear porch. The
interior wall of the glassed porch is original painted horizontal tongue-and-grooved hand planed boards.
On one side of the central hall is the completely original stairway, featuring the original stringer, treads
and risers, the original single-piece rail from bottom to top and original rectangular balustrades. The
upstairs arrangement duplicates that of the main portion of the downstairs. A stairway leads to the
upstairs central hall, which is flanked by a bedroom on each side. The wood plank batten door to the
east upstairs bedroom is original to the house; the west bedroom door is a replica (utilizing materials
from a disassembled batten door located elsewhere in the house), replacing the original which was
missing. Each of the bedrooms has a pair of replacement six-over-six windows flanking a fireplace, and
a private bath with window which together occupy the shed dormer on the north roof of the front
structure. Each bath has antique heart pine flooring not original to the house. The upstairs hall and
bedrooms have all original heart pine flooring. The bedroom walls and ceilings are original hand-planed
board and batten. Each of the bedrooms has its original fireplace mantle.
The rear ell of the house (ca. 1830) faces northeast and on its southeast end joins the west corner of the
front structure. The rear ell is supported by brick piers and original stacked stone piers and is fronted by
a gallery porch across the length of the structure. The porch is supported by 6 wooden box columns with
molded capitals, three of which are original. The rear structure has side gable peaks featuring a fireplace
chimney on each end. The northwest end has a replacement brick chimney resting on the reconstructed
original stone foundation; the southeast end features the reconstructed entirely inset stone fireplace. The
entrance is a simple federal style five-panel wooden door adjoining a large nine-over-nine window. On
each side of the entrance is a pair of four-over-four double hung windows. The southeast end of the
rear structure has a four-over-four double hung window and a massive native-stone fireplace chimney.
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Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

The rear ell probably originated as a pioneer's one-room cabin built at about the time of the founding of
the City of Raymond. The original one-room structure was more than likely built in the late 1820s or
early 1830s by Samuel Hancock as a "squatter's" cabin constructed with floor joists of logs hewn on only
a single side on a stacked stone foundation and hand-rived pine shingle roof. The original foundation
stones and log floor joists support the oldest part of the house even today. Over the next decade or so,
another room and central hall were added, creating the classic "dogtrot" arrangement. Overtime,
portions of the rear porch were enclosed to create two additional rooms. This structure, which comprises
the rear ell of the house, was renovated in the later part of the 19th century with extensive use of bead
board, some of which remains.
Entry into the rear ell is through the striking federal era door into a center hall with refinished 1880s bead
board walls, painted 1880s bead board ceiling and replacement antique heart pine floor boards. Opposite
the entrance door is another federal door which leads to a screened back porch with its original wide
plank wood walls. To the northwest of the central hall is the bedroom, which has replacement wide board
wood walls, pine flooring and new board and batten ceiling. The new materials in the bedroom replaced
1880s bead board which had rotted due to exposure to the elements. Off the northwestern end of the
bedroom is an added closet. To the southwest of the bedroom is a bathroom. To the southeast of the
central hall is the library, the primary focal point of which is the massive stone inset fireplace. The library
has painted 1880s bead board walls and ceiling and pine flooring. West of the library is a reconstructed
kitchen replacing an earlier one which was deteriorated beyond repair. The kitchen has antique wood
flooring, three painted sheetrock walls and one original wide plank wood board wall. Modern appliances
and cabinets are found in the kitchen. Two modern one-over-one windows overtook the back yard.
There is one non-contributing structure on the site - a new garage located behind the rear ell
approximately 30 feet north of the exterior wall of the added closet. The garage is constructed of wood
clapboard and architectural roof shingles with double doors so as to suggest the appearance of a
carriage house. Both the front and the rear driveways are gravel.

Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Porter House
8.
Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
Architecture

Applicable National Register Criteria
A
Property is associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.
B
Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.
X C
Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components lack individual
distinction.
D
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Period of Significance
c. 1830-c. 1850

Significant Dates
Criteria Considerations:
Property is:
__ A
owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
_x_ B
removed from its original location.
__ C
a birthplace or a grave.
__ D
a cemetery.
__ E
a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
__ F
a commemorative property.
__ G
less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance:

c. 1830
c. 1850

Significant Person(s)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation(s)
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown

See continuation sheets.

Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
See continuation sheet.
9.

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
_ preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested.
x previously listed in the National Register
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register
__ designated a National Historic Landmark
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary Location of Additional Data
x State Historic Preservation Office
__ Other State agency
__ Federal agency
__ Local government
__ University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Statement of Significance
The Porter House (previously identified as the Porter Family Homestead) was listed on the National
Register on July 15, 1986, as a part of the Raymond and Vicinity Multiple Resource Area. In 2004 it was
moved into the town of Raymond. This nomination is intended to provide documentation of the house as
it stands after having been moved and restored, so that it can be listed on the National Register at its
new location. It is locally significant under Criterion C for its architectural character.
The original nomination states that "This house is architecturally significant because it is the only
example of a one-room deep, ante-bellum, Greek Revival cottage in the surveyed area." This remains
true of the house at its new location within the town of Raymond, approximately three miles from its
original site. The house retains its architectural integrity after the move, which was necessary in order to
prevent it from falling into ruin, as would have occurred had it remained at its original site. At its new
location it has undergone an extensive certified rehabilitation which has restored the front portion of the
house and retained much of the historic character of the rear ell, which had been less intact and more
deteriorated. The name by which the house is listed is being changed to "Porter House" because the
name "Porter Family Homestead" is more appropriately applied to the original landholding than to the
relocated house.
The oldest part of the Porter House is the rear ell, which probably originated as a pioneer's one-room
cabin built in the late 1820s or early 1830s by Samuel Hancock. Over the next decade or so, another
room and central hall were added, creating the classic "dogtrot" arrangement. Over time, portions of the
rear porch were enclosed to create two additional rooms. In 1850 William M. Standard acquired the
property on which the house stood, and it was likely he who constructed the one and one-half story front
house in the then-popular Greek Revival architectural style. From the time of the Civil War into the early
years of the twentieth century, the house was owned by the Porter family.

Bibliography
Hinds County Land Records, Hinds County Courthouse, Raymond, Mississippi
Interview with Ms. Annie B. Shuff, Raymond, Mississippi
Interview with Mr. Michael K. Collins, Brandon, Mississippi, "historical reconstructionist" (historic
preservation contractor, who did the restoration of the house)
A History of Raymond United Methodist Church and the Town of Raymond. Mississippi (1837 to 1971).
Mrs. Jane L. Brent, 1944 (updated by various others)
Interview with Charles Stuart Spann, Raymond, Mississippi
Interview with Mary Nell Jeffreys, Raymond, Mississippi

Porter House
10.
Geographical Data

Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Acreage of Property: 1.86 acres
UTM References:

Zone

15

Easting
742800

Northing

3572150

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification:

See continuation sheet.

11.

Form Prepared By

name/title:
organization:
street & number:
city or town:

Anson Bob Chunn and Jean J. Chunn
233 N. Oak Street
Raymond

state: MS

date: November 1, 2005
telephone: (601) 949-4620/987-9306
zip code: 39154

Revised by Richard J. Cawthon, Chief Architectural Historian, Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Additional Documentation__________________________________________
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner(s)
name:
street & number:
city or town:

Same as Item 11, above
state:

telephone:
zip code:

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and
to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated property consists of 1.86 acres, more of less, situated in Section 20, Township 5 North,
Range 2 West, and partly in Fractional Square 7 of the Town of Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi,
and being more particularly described as follows:
Commencing at the iron pin marking the southernmost corner of Fractional Square 7 of the Town of
Raymond, run thence north 48 degrees 30 minutes east for 695 feet to the iron pin on the east line of
Court Street and the north line of Oak Street, marking the Point of Beginning; run thence, along the north
line of Oak Street, north 48 degrees 30 minutes east for 122.82 feet to an iron pin; run thence, along an
ancient fence line and extension thereof, north 15 degrees 18 minutes 48 seconds west for 427.52 feet to
an iron pin; run thence south 86 degrees 18 minutes 25 seconds for 44.66 feet to an iron pin found
marking the southeast corner of that parcel described in Deed Book 229 at Page 428; run thence, along
the south line of said parcel, south 86 degrees 04 minutes 39 seconds west for 132.88 feet to an iron pin
found on the east side of Court Street marking the southwest corner of said parcel; run thence, along the
east side of Court Street, south 09 degrees39 minutes 34 seconds east for 163.93 feet to an iron pin; run
thence, along the east side of Court Street, 146.94 feet along a 11 degree 02 minute 14 second curve to
the left, said curve having a chord of south 17 degrees 46 minutes 07 seconds east for 146.45 feet to an
iron pin; run thence, along the east side of Court Street, east for 13.03 feet to an iron pin; run thence,
along the east side of Court Street, 55.57 feet along a 11 degree 17 minute 30 second curve to the left,
said curve having a chord of south 29 degrees 39 minutes 27 seconds east for 55.55 feet to an iron pin;
run thence, along the east side of Court Street, south 32 degrees 47 minutes 42 seconds east for 157.53
feet back to the iron pin marking the Point of Beginning.
Boundary Justification
This parcel is the lot on which the house is now located and comprises the immediate setting of the
house.
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Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi

Photographs
The following information is the same for all photographs:
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)
5.)

Porter House
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi
Photo by Bob Cnunn
October 2005
Negatives: Mississippi Department of Archives and History

The individual photographs are identified as follows:
Photo 1 of 10

Front facade, viewed from southeast

Photo 2 of 10

Closer view of front facade, from southeast

Photo 3 of 10

Juncture of the main house and the rear ell, viewed from the south

Photo 4 of 10

Main house and rear ell, viewed from north

Photo 5 of 10

Rear ell, viewed from north

Photo 6 of 10

Front door and sidelights, from interior, looking toward southeast

Photo 7 of 10

Parlor, looking toward northeast

Photo 8 of 10

Jib windows on southeast wall of dining room, looking toward south

Photo 9 of 10

Back porch, looking toward north

Photo 10 of 10

Southwest bedroom, on upper story, looking toward southwest

SITE SURVEY

SITE PLAN

FLOOR PLAN

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

1.

A2.

Proposed new location of the
Peyton Family Homestead

Sewage Disposal Pol

Present location of the
Peyton Family Homestead

T 5 N

State of Mississippi
Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571
Jackson, MS 39205

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

1a. Property name, historic
Porter Family Homestead
b. Property name, common

14. MDAH Inventory Code

"The Farm"
2. Property address/descriptive location

SE 1/4 NE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 34, T5N, R 2W

15. County
16. Survey sequence no.
Hinds
IZ
17. Was interior surveyed? 18. Visibility from public
iPYes
road or street
D no
D good
D not applicable
D poor
30 not visible

3. Legal description The boundary of the nominated property con- 19. Condition
sists of a square, the center of which is at the center of t ie D excellent
roof ridge of the-main coof of the house. Measuring 100' in }P good
Lno; nfair
each direction from the center of the roof ridge, the result °D deteriorated
sides which a ro 200' long & ar
square .0.1f land
lana has
n
^ 4. Original use

5. Present use

___Residence

20. USGS quadrangle map (if required) (see instructions)
Terry NW, MS

vao.ant

6. Other uses

7. Original or historically notable owner(s)
or occupant(s)

N/A
1850

D documented

9. Changes
[^ no major changes
D moved
(date)_______
D major alterations (date)__________
11. Builder/contractor

10. Architect
D attributed

21. UTM reference (if required) (see instructions)
15
746680
3569550
22. Current owner's name and address (see instructions)

Unknown

8. Date of construction
09 estimated
C.
D documented

D documented

D ruins
D no visible remains
D incorporated into
later structure

multiple (see #32)
23. Tenant's name (if required), and address if different from property address (see instructions)
(enter in pencil)

D attributed

12. Is the property architecturally or historically important? If so, why? (continue on reverse
N/A
if necessary) This house is architecturally significant
24. Principal material(s)
because it is the only example of a 1 room deep,
antebellum, Greek Revival cottage in the surveyed area
___Frame;_____
Thus it is a rare surviving example of the residential
25. Architectural character or style
architecture of the rural area surrounding Raymond
during the antebellum period,
Greek Revival
13. Identify any outbuildings and/or other structures or landscape features associated with this
building or structure. (Attach an additional inventory form for each one that has particular
architectural or historical interest.) This house ^^ Qn

rise § overlooks the road leading up to it.

THIS SECTION FOR MDAH USE ONLY

26. Category
_______building
27. Functional type

28. Registration status and dates
DNHL
___
D listed NR
___
D approved for NR
___
D federal DOE
___
D state landmark
___
D local landmark
___
D HABS/HAER

(Attach one 3x5 black and white photograph here.)

29. Is
D
S
D

___

this property included in a historic district?
yes
D NR district
no
proposed
D local district

Name of district

D pivotal
D contributing

D marginal
D noncontributing

D intrusion

MISSISSIPPI HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY
Page 2

30. Brief statement of the property's history

.
j -. .»*
T
i
^.i_
r>
*.
r<
i
i
j -L.
K K x
y
According
to Margaret.*. Jackson,
the
Porter
Family
lived
here
during the Civil War. The house was inhabited by members of this family well into the
20th century. Charles S. Spann paid taxes on 160 acres of cleared land (which included
this house) as early as 1909, but was not granted title to it by the Porters until 1913.
He continued to pay taxes on it until at least 1924.

31. Brief description. If a thorough description has been prepared separately, disregard this section and check here Q

This 1 1/2 story,
5 bay wide, Greek Revival House with side gable peaks rests on stone piers and stumps. Its
full-width, inset gallery has four pillars, but originally had 6. The entrance located in
the front central bay is flanked by sidelights and has a pedimented surround. Pedimented
lintels also cap the front jib windows. The house features a variety of window styles. The
side gable peaks are marked by exterior brick chimneys. To the rear of the house is a 1 story
wing constructed in the late 19th century._________
32. Additional remarks or continuation of other sections

22. Mr. Webster M. Buie 111
4504 Meadowridge Dr.
Jackson, Ms. 39206
Ms. Priscilla Buie Glass
2665 Battle Overlook
-. 0———At.lantci, Ga.
33. Sources ofmformation

50327

Personal Observation
Land Rolls (1909-1923/1924)
Deed Book 85
Mrs. Margaret Jackson

35. Photographer or photo source

W. Howard § Sarah B. Mon is
P. 0. Box 22544
Jackson, Ms. 39225-2544 36.
#3 cont. perpendicular to
the ridge of the roof.

Susan M. Enzweiler
Photo roll and frame number(s)

#1665-11A to 26A, #1664-19 & 20
37. Photo date
11/22/85

This property is located 38. Inventory form completed by
on the SE% NE% NE^ Secti
(name and organization)
34, T5N, R2W. Acreage =
less than one acre.
Susan M. Enzweiler

MDAH
39. Survey project name
Raymond
40. Date form completed
12/85

34. Sketch of site plan. (Include north arrow. Show outine of building shape and locations of
outbuildings.)

THIS SECTION FOR MDAH USE ONLY
41. Attached supplementary materials

42. Other materials in MDAH files
CD plans, drawings
D correspondence
D research notes
D clippings
D project report
D early photos
CH slides
D negatives
D other

43. Date logged, MDAH

9-85

44. Logged by
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Porter Family Homestead, SE % NE ^ NE %
Section 34, T5N, R2W, front & west
elevations, facing southeast
Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi
Mississippi Department of Archives & History
Susan M. Enzweiler
November 1985
Photo 13 of 14
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Porter Family Homestead, SE ^ NE ^ NE ^
Section 34, T5N, R2W, rear elevation,
facing northeast
Raymona, Hinds County, Mississippi
Mississippi Department of Archives & History
Susan M. Enzweiler
November 1985
Photo 14 of 14

