
NPS Fonn 1G«<I 
(RoY. U8) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
This form Is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bullatin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter " N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
historic name 
other names/site number Montpelier Historic District 

2. Location 
street & number 
city, town 

state Mississippi 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[i] private 
0 public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Intersection of state roads 
Montpelier 

code MS county 

Category of Property 

[i] building(s) 

0district 
Osite 
D structure 

Oobject 

Name ofcrelated mvltiPia p(opecty listing: 
Clay ounty Mult~ple Resource Area 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Clav code 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
3 1 buildings 

___ sites 

___ structures 
___ objects 

3 1 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the Nationai:Register __ o __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended , I hereby certify that this 
[RJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering proper1ies in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property fXJ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 
\~ }.\·. Q?·(})ove__ ~Pl. 1.9 /9~1 

Signature of certifying official Date 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 

Oother, (explain:)--------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: sin2le dwellin£ 
Commerce/Trade: department store 
Government: post office 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Victorian Vernacular 

Describe present and historic physi~l appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling 
Vacant/Not in use 
Government· post office 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ----.~bu..r.Ll.J.... c~-.kA-t~P-Li.s:;e..Lr:..:;,s.___ _ _ _ _ _____ _ 
walls _ _ __.w,..,P""a"-twbLLe"'-r.._bLLU.o.a.a..Lr.ud _________ _ 

roof asphalt 
other __________________ __ 

Three buildings locat.ed near the main int.ersect.ion in ~Jont.pelier represent "lhe 
late 19th century origins of this crossroads tO'-lL The rPl Yant buildings are the 
U.S. Pos t Office, the Cross-Brock House , and the Cross-Sparks store . (See photo 
# 1. ) 

All three are one story , frame buildings on brick piers . The Post Office and 
the Cross Store have typical gable front, rectru1,g-ular 1~- massed rural store plans . 
Both have integral front porches on square "·oode n SUPl rts. Both ha\·e three bay 
facade's ( HindoH , entn·, \.:ind01" l , ' i th tall 6/G double hung windm,rs flanl{ing 
double-leafed entry doors . The doors on both buildings are a r e s ets of f ive lights 
over paneled bottoms, sPt under b-:o light transoms . (See photos # 2 & 6 . ) 
Surrounds on the Post. ut"f1ct: are p1a11L 111use 011 Li~<-: Ll'uss St.oee are eareed anJ 
have milled. molding at the edges h·ith . mitred corne es . Both porches have h·ooden 
floor s . The Cross Store's porch is set at \,'B.e;on le,·el. It has centrally located 
wooden steps . This store also retains its flush diagonal board security shutters on 
windo,,•s and e ntry . (See photo ;t 7 . ) 

Both stores include li,·ing quarte1·s at the rear . The apartment at the rear of 
the Post Office \-:as bui J t b;-· i'1rs . 1anr L . Kin_g, "rho h'B.S postmistress from 193G-198'i . 
It has been completel~- redone folloh·ing a ki tel en fire this year and 1·etains no 
origi nal features . TI1e apartment takes in the back half of the store building and 
has a shed-roof ed side. room to t he south~.,rest . The post office section of the 
building has fJush board ''alls and .on~Je-a.nd-!!rnm r c i ling and floor. TI1e pos 
office facilities are located to the left of the ent.ry dom· . !See photo : 3 . ) They 
cons i s t of metal post boxes and a grated windo\' set into a Hooden counter and 
c upboard . A pot-bel] ied stm·e is located at the rear of the post office area and 
store d isplay cases sit empty to the right of th entr;\· . TI1e Cross Stor e a partme nt , 
forme r ly t he Ohmer's residence , has not been occupied in many years and. 1s 
uniru1ab i table i n its present condition . It consists of four r ooms with i n the 
or iginal rectan..,~lar massing. Interior hralls are bom-d, some t.;ith paper cm·ering . 
Surrounds are plain xc pt in the northeast room "here an attempt \.;as made to 
r ecreate t he earr ed surrow1<is on the porch . Doors are miscel laneous , HindO\vS a re 
4/4 and 6/G double hw1g . A domestic entry is located on the s outh s ide . 

The Cross-Brock house is a 
Victorian Ver nacular style . It 
corbelled b rick chimneys. (See 
Its fow1dat i on i s br ick piers . 

one storY , irregularl~' massed frame residence in the 
has a hipped and gabled roof pierced by two 
photo #4 . ) Its ex~erior is covered by weatherboard. 
I n plan , the house has a cent ral hall ld th three 

~See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide G locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria ~A D 8 DC D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A D 8 DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Comme rce 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1886-1940 

Cultural Affil iation 
N A 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown 

.. . -:·: 

Significant Dates 

c. 1886 . c 1891 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods oJ significance noted above. 

The three buildings t.rhich constitute the t-1ontpelier Historic District are 
si~ni ficant as the remaining historic evidence of the tm-n 1 s early 20th century 
importance as a crossroads tmm in developing Clay Cow1ty, as e:-.-plained in the 
Historic Context section of this document (pg. 6) . 

·. 
The name of he !'1ontpe 1 ier community \,,as ori ~i nRil y P.ttnc hPd t o ,s.n areo. about 

three and a half miles east of the present tmm . But the 1 ripat.etid post office 
which carried the name worked its way :t ·est to the relatively new tmm of JoCross (or 

· cross- Katz, 'or LaCross -- all after the principal store owners), by 1891 and has 
remained there since. The former store building holding the post office, the house 
of the tot-'ll fatmd e r, C.C. Cross, and the founder 1 s star are the nominated 
properties . 

C. C. Cross's house , now owned by Densell Brocli:, is apparently the earli t:st of 
the nominated buildings, c. 1886 . The Cross Store and the post office date from c . 
1891. All o f t he buildings are typical of the light frame construction and simple 
de tails found i n rur al commercial and residential buildin.gs at the turn of he 
c J:tury . :-.:one exemplifies an unusual or m·iginal architectural idea or pl'actice . 
All are important for their survival as examples of conunonplace late 19th and early 
20th century life and building practice . 

Other communi ties which represent the late 19th century e>.-panding 
farm-to- market road system that helped develop the cormty after the Civil War are 
listed in the Historic Context s ection of the nomination. .~on,g them, t-1ontpelier 
Historic District is the best remaining example of a conunercial center important for 
its location on the roads which allowed for the developnent of an expanding 
agricultural economy in the areas not served by railroad lines . t-~y of these 
c onununities remained essential to local commerce well into the 20th century, but 
t-•ere superceded by regional commercial centers after cars and better roads 
concentrated business activity . 

D See continuation sheet 

-------------- ----- -



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See main bibliography. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ________________________________ __ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *'---------------------------------

10. Geographical Data 

ug See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[i] State historic preseNation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
0 University 
O other 
Specify repository: 

Miss . Dept . of Archives & History 

Less than S acres Acreage of property __ __::..::..::-=-.....:..:.:=:.:__:--==.:...::.= ______________________________ ..!,_ _____ _ 

: 
UTM References 
A LllQJ 1311191 S1 21 Ol 

Zone Easting 

cl....i_j I I 1 I 1 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

l317131213 1o 1ol 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

See continuation page. 

Boundary Justification 

,' 

8 LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

0 See continuation sheet 

0 See continuation sheet 

I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

The boundaries include the three properties which best define the historic 
development of the town of Montpelier and exclude newer, non-historic properties. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Joan Embree 
organization ------.fP-±:r.s;e'->:s.s;e+r.J£v-'~a+:t:-~-il!o~n-l...Cuo~n..::.suu...~:l.J..t.aaJ.ln.J..t ____________ date g/20 tgg 
street & number 20 Lake Valley Road telephoner C60l) 324-04l0 
city or town Starkville state MS zip code 39759 

Owners: Densell Brock, Mrs. John Sparks, Ms. Alice King, c/o Montpelier P.O. 39754 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Montpelier Historic District, Clay County, Mississippi 

Section number 10 Page _ 1 _ _ 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the Montpelier Historic District are based on the property lines 
of the three listed properties, all of Hhich face State Highway 46. On the west 
side of the high\-ray, the Post Office property included is the building and its 
asociated yards, endjng at the southern propert~- line. On the east si.de of th 
highway, the boundaries include land to 25 feet north of the Cross-Brock House and 
then continue 25 feet to the east of the house cutting bad: to the "·est at th _ 
property line behind the Cross-Sparks store. The southern boundary on the east side 
is the property line of the store lot. (See district map. l 

,, 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Montpelier Historic District, Clay County, Mississippi 

Section number 7 Page 2 

rooms to one side and two to the other. Original mantels survive, but chirrmeys have 
been converted for gas . A rear porch has been enclosed to provide kitchen and 
bathroom . (See photo #5.) The facade is three bay (windm..r, entry, windm.;). 
Windows are l/1 double hung in frames with milled, mitred edge molding. The door is 
two-leafed. The molding-edged surround includes a four-light transom . A -w-rap front 
porch covers the projecting north ell and the entry. Its supports are wooden Tuscan 
columns. Additional details include wide fascia boards under front . gables, cornice 
moldin.g em t .hl' ft·i .ze board 1 and boxed ea\ s and r turns. It h-as a'l ter~d in th.:: 
mid-19-tos, t-·!tP.n o11e room 1vas removed from the south elevatjon and a shed t-'as built 
in its plaL.:e. A small, rectangular room 1s located w1der the shed. A 
non-contributing fram smokehouse, in deteriorated condition, is located at. the 
northeast corner of the house. 

The buildings in ~1ontpelier Center are located on and near the combined State 
Road 389 and State High1-:a~· 46, just sout.h of "·here the roads change direction frc1m 
north to wesi . ThP inters .ct.. ion has been the ma.jm' one in to1-11 since its 
establishment. The Cross-Brock House sits off to the east side of the road in a 
grove of trees. The Cross-Sparks Store is located on the road, to the south of the 
house. ThP Post. Off:!re, also orj,l:!jnall~- a s ore, js ]ocated t-•est across the road. 
j n the corner h "h P. J'e the combined roads urn. l\e~-:er stores and businesses have 
developed tQ the south 1 and the view to the north is of mixed old and ne"h' houses and 
the ne1..r. metal firehouse and community'center. 
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